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HE Epirox thinks it e upon him to inſorm the 

Reader, that ſeveral, both ancient and modern chriſtians have 

contributed their quota towards enriching this TREASURY; 
that he has not ſtuck to any particular ſect or party of chriſtians, but 
wherever he found a paſſage among the old authors, ſtriking, inſtruc- 
tive, or encouraging to the people of Gop, he inſerted it with great 
pleaſure, and applied to friends for their illuſtration of particular points 
in divinity, which he thought were more immediately neceſſary for 
the information of common readers; not points of ſpeculation, or 
doubtful interpretation, but what all allow are eſſential to the chriſtian 
religion; ſuch as Fairn, Rerexraxce, Hotixess, &c, and they 
readily favoured him with their ſentiments, promptcd, he doubts not, 
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with the ſame generous motive he himſelf is aftuated by, © the edi» 
© {cation of the CuitpREN of Gop. He is nevertheleſs aware that 
there are many who diſcover an excellent ſpirit and lively zeal, yet 
confine their regards to a few principles, which however important, 
are not the whole of Chriſtianity, but want ſome other articles to guard 
them, —Knowledge and prattice, he is perſuaded, muſt go hand in 
hand together, 


Tai edification of chriſtians in general, and of every reader in 
particular, is the proleſſed deſign of this publication. The grace of 
Gon forming the heart for Gon, is the Lory's work; © the new 


creature“ is his workmanſhip, “created in Cux ISH ]usus unto gogd 


33 


© works,” The foundation of the ſpiritual building is laid in CHRIST; 


on this foundation the chriſtian builds; ia building upon their moſt 
holy faith, chriſtians will have their eye upon the Maſtec-builder; 
will keep to the plan of the work, to the plan of the chriſtian life, 
as drawn and ſet by Jzsus; and will be daily aſking and receiving di- 
rections and materials for carrying on the work. In this good work. 
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they meet with many impediments, ariſing ſrom ſelf, the world, and 
the great enemy to religion, Satan; and at times are apt to be diſ- 
couraged ; as the Jews were often oppoſed and retarded in the build- 
ing of the temple by the ſubtilty and power of thoſe who hated them; 
happy when the work was going on pleaſantly ; ſad and caſt down 
when it was otherwiſe: So when the good work in the ſoul is advanc- 
ing, and there is a growth in the ſpiritual divine life, then are they 
glad and revive; when the work is more at a ſtand, when many things 
concur to impede the progreſs of religion in the ſoul, when the mind 
is diſturbed with the remains of corruption, and power of unbelief, 
when avocations from that enemy, the world, divert the attention 
from the work, when the Loxp ſeemeth to have forgotten, and to 
hide his face, and dark diſpenſations of providence perplex and diſ- 
quiet the weak mind, when the frail body is bowed down with trouble, 
and the peel is faint and languid, how ſad and ſorrow ful the calc! 
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Rx AbIR, How is ; this work going on with you 5 "Wh you the 
ame life and uu you once had? or are you more fecble-minged ? 
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Ts a ſpirit of languor and deadneſs creeping upon you ? Are you be- 
wailing the want of that ſweet experience of the power and pre- 
ſence of Gop you once had? Are you, like Job, crying out, O that 


I were as in months paſt, when the candle of the Loxp ſhined 


upon me! Wilt thou not revive, wilt thou not enlighten my dark- 
* neſs?” If this is your complaint, go to the throne of grace; go 
oſten to the living ſtone, that you, as a lively ſtone in the building, 
may be built up in faith, love, and joy. Your enemies are many, are 
ſubtil, are ſtrong, but they ſhall not prevail; your Redeemer is ſtrong, 
the Loxp of hoſts is his name; he ſhall ariſe, and thoroughly plead 
your cauſe, and give you reſt. 
| * 

In the primitive Chak, upon the plentiful efluſion of the Holy 
Ghoſt at Pentecoſt, how amiable the ſpirit of love to CarisrT and his 
truths, of warm unaſſected devotion, of union, concord, and bratherly 
love, among themſelves! They were all of one heart and of one foul. A 
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Ar the Reſormation from Popery, how warm and bold the zeal of 
the venerable reformers, in cantending for and promoting the pure 
doctrines of the gaſpel! How wonderful their ſucceſs under the coun- 
tenance of the Moſt High? And in latter times, how have we ſeen 
religion revive in ſome places, while it was: remarkably declining in 
others? When purity of faith and purity in prattice prevail in any 
church, there Gov is glorified, there is true chriſtianity : When in- 
ſtruments are raiſed up, Who have a hearty love to the work, it goes 
on pleaſantly and proſpers; when the friends of JIxsus are many, are 
zealous and active, and harmoniouſly unite together in promoting 
the intereſts of his kingdom, how does the glorious deſign ſucceed l 
The whole body united to the head, and fitly joined together, and 
© compacted by that which every joint ſupplisth, according to the 
c effeftual working in the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of 
the body to the edifying itſelf in love,” On the other hand, when 
the truths of Jesus are denied, are darkened and obſcured; when the 
ſpinit of infidelity and error makes progreſs ; when there is a general 
pirit of diſſipation, and profligacy of manners; when the enemies of 
24 Jssus 
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Jesvs increaſe, and carry on their attacks with ſome ſucceſs, what a 
ſtop is put to the glorious work, how is its progreſs retarded! When 
there is a general languor and formality in matters religious ; when 
there is a warmer zeal for things of doubtful diſputation, than for the 
great and ſubſtantial intereſts of the Redeemer's kingdom, how does 
vital chriſtianity decay! When inſtead of loving one another with a | 
pure heart, fervently, and uniting in promoting the great cauſe againſt | 
the common enemy, there is a ſpirit of party and diſlention even 
amongſt profeſſed friends, how much does the work ſuffer, and how 
do the enemies triumph! Satan's watch- word is, Divide and devour; 
if once he can ſeparate us from the fold, and withdraw us from the 
Shepherd's tents, his work is half done. Curisrt's watch-word'is, 
Unite and conquer: the path of duty is the path of ſafety, Surely this 
will lead all the true ſervants of God to frequent and fervent prayer 
O Lord revive, in wrath remember mercy, heal our breaches, for- 
6 give our animoſities, and unite us in the bands of love and affection, 
6 that our arms may be ſtrong, and the pleaſure of the Logo proſper 
6 in our hands,” | 
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Tayar this book may be better underſtood, and a means of edifying 
every reader, let the following remarks be particularly attended to. 


1. Tux petitions and the divine anſwers,, which are to be found among 
ſeveral of the ſcripture texts in the titles, may be of admirable ule to 
many; the Queſtions generally run in the complaining, inquiſitive 
ſtrain, for information and redreſs, under the painful anxieties of a 
wounded conſcience ; and the Anſwers are well calculated to relieve 
and inform the diſtreſſed foul ; they generally conſiſt of gracious pro- 
miles of {cripture ; which may ealily be turned into petitions; and if 
relief does not immediately come, yet the ſoul gets eaſe, by thus pour- 
ing out its complaints, and reminding the Loup of his promiles; faith 
in the word is hereby ſtrengthened, and the ſoul is led to lee, that 
trouble and anxiety are to precede rejoicing and triumph, 


2. Taz diſtinction that is made in ſeveral parts of the book between 
bare morality and true chriſtianity, reſpecting the motives of actions, 
the principle from which they are done, and the degree and extent of 


| them, 
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them. Morality is not chriſtianity, though there can be no true chriſ. 


tianity without morality; moral actions may be done from natural 
principles, and will certainly center in ſelf, in ſome ſhape or other; 
but a truly chriſtian act muſt proceed from a gracious principle in the 
heart. A moral man, and a true chriſtian, may both give ſomething 
to the poor; the poor 1s relieved by each ; but the benevolence of 
the one may proceed from a natural generoſity of ſpirit, while that of 
the other comes from a ſenſe of divine favour and bounty already be- 
ftowed upon himſelf, They may both join in the ſame ordinances, 
pray to the ſame ſupreme Being, and yet the one continue ſelf-righteous 
and vainly confident, while the other is humbled, and lives upon di- 
vine grace; the principle within makes the diflerence between them; 
and they whoſe religion is only moral, would do well to conſider 
the difference, * 


3. lx almoſt every page there are different portions of ſcripture put 


together, which ſerve to elucidate and explain each other; fo that 


what in one is obſcure, is generally opened by its parallel, which wilt 


be 
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be found very uſeful, if diligently compared; and ſerve to ſhew the 
abundance, the ſyper-abundance of light, promiſes, privileges, and 
advantages there are in the word of Gop, and how they become 
& profitable for doQrine, reproof, correction, and inſtruction in righ- 
© teouſneſs, that the man of Goo may be thoroughly furniſhed unto 
& every good werk; and through the divine —_ upon him, be 
made wiſe unto ſalvation,” 


4. Ler the reader be ml to diſtinguiſh between a ſtate of ſafety 
by faith in Cun1st, and a ſtate of aſſurance ariſing from ſenſible com- 
farts in the heart. The beſt of chriſtians experience great viciſſttudes 
reſpecting the frame of their minds; ſometimes they are lively and 
comfartable, chan they are low and depreſſed; now they have ſenfible 
tokens of divine favour, then again theſe are withdrawn, and they 
begin to queſtion the fafety' of their ſtate before Gov ; The enemy 
often takes advantage of their uncomfortable frames, and wauld have 
them queſtion the reality of gracg in their heart, and the conſequence | 
generally is great anxiety and diſtreſs. In order to remove this, it is 

F | | necellary 
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necellary to conſider what is the true foundation of hope, and to dif- 
tinguiſh between what is permanent and durable, and what 1 is flutu- 
ating and changeable, 


Tu work of the Redeemer is a perfect work, incapable of addition 
or diminution, everlaſting in its duration and efficacy; upon this the 
eye of faith ſhould be invariably fixed, and from hence comfort and 
ſupport in every ſtate is to be drawn: CuxrisT's blood is a conſtant 
propitiation, his righteouſneſs is a perfect covering; to theſe, Reader, 
have daily recourſe for cleanſing and recommendation before Gop; 
by theſe you may ſilence all the accuſations of Satan, all the clamours 
of conſcience; all the threatenings of the law; for in Cuz1sT the be- 
lever is complete, and here may he ſafely reſt in his dulleſt and hea- 
vieſt moments: happy frames, on the contrary, are beſtowed or with- 
held, as it pleaſes Gop; you may ſafely pray for them, becauſe great 
peace is promiſed to the children of Gop ; and, generally ſpeaking, 
the diligent and watchful are moſt frequently favoured with them ; and 
when you are bleed with them, be thankful; but beware of depending 
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upon them, for this is the readieſt way to have them withdrawn: ſpi- 
ritual pride may ariſe from this quarter, while a feeling ſenſe of weak- 
neſs and unworthineſs keeps the ſoul humble and continually depen- 


dent upon the Lord JEsus Cur15T alone for pardon, ſtrength and 
ſal vation. 


5. In ſpiritual conflicts it will often happen when Goo is about to 
work ſome great deliverance from ſome particular fn, or pre ſſing temp- 
tation, that previous to his deliverance, the believer will think he had 
never been ſo wicked or oppreſſed before; his corruptions are permit- 
ted to ſtir up in him, and he is apt to ſay with Moſes, reſpecting the 
Iſraclites, that Gop has not delivered him at all.” Reader, beware 
of ſuch a concluſion; the greateſt darkneſs is generally a little before 
ſun-riſe; © the Iſraelites groaned by reaſon of their taſk-maſters, and 
* heavy burdens,” juſt when Gop was about to deliver them: man's 
extremity ; is God's opportunity out of darkneſs he brings forth light; 
of unbelief, faith; of pride, humility ; his deſign i is to bring down thy 
ſelf-righteouſneſs and vain confidence; to cut the very finews of an arm 
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of fleſh; to convince thee that deli verance is of himſelf alone; to bring 
thee to a ſteady dependence upon his power, that his ſtrength may be 
pertetted in thy weakneſs, and that he may have all the glory: Then 
will he appear for thee, and work wonderfully ; and in all thy after- 
conflicts of a ſpiritual kind, follow this advice, build not thy comfort 
of pardon upon thy victory, but thy victory upon thy pardon, and accept- 
ance with Gop through CuR IST: ſtrive not, thinking that thou ſhalt 
only have remiſſion of ſin when conquered, but ſeek firft remiſſion, and 
believe that it is forgiven through Cux1isT, Being aſſured of this, 
ſtrive in faith againſt ſins already forgiven, againſt enemies already 
conquered ; look on thyſelf as not only accepted with Gop through 
Cuk1sT, but even in league and covenant with him againſt all thine 
enemies; and by theſe means thou haſt, even in the conteſt, peace, 
courage, ſtrength and victory. 


6. Ix this book are ſeveral parts of ſcripture-hiſtory evangelized, 
or applied to ſpiritual purpoſes in a goſpel way; which may ſerve as 
ſpecimens ſor the improving of many more to the ſame end; hereby 

Wi great 
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great advantages will ariſe to the intelligent reader. The ſword of 
the Lok and of Gidcon.” The command to drive out the Canaa- 
nites; and if not, their becoming pricks in the eyes of the Iſraelites, 
&c. the atchievements of the Jews in their wars, the interpoſitions 
of providence in their behalf; their departing from Gop, and his 
ſelling them into the hands of their enemies ; their groanings under 
captivity and oppreſſion; the rage and malice of their adverſaries, &c. 
aflord ample matter of caution and inftruttion i every ſerious reader; 
all may be calily brought home and ſpiritualized; and will teach him 
to admire free grace; the tokens of divine favour, will warn him 
of the power of his enemies, will ſhew him the danger of fin and 
corruption, and the neceſſity of keeping clole to the Captain of his 
'alvation from day to day. 


L.asTLY, dear Reader, beware of formality in the uſe of !this hook: 
it will be of little ſervice barely to read it over; ſee that theſe truths 
be brought home to thy conſcience, and beg of the Almighty, that he 
would be pleaſed to apply them by his holy Spirit ; then they will be 
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bleſſed indeed to thy ſoul : examine your experience as you go along, 
particularly how you hate and fight againſt fin; how you maintain 
communion with Gop through the Spirit, what it is to live by faith 
in Cyz1sT JEsus; which are ſubjefts much infiſted on in this work; 
and in the knowledge and experience of which conſiſts the greateſt 
part of a chriſtian's happineſs ; ſee if your graces are lively and vigo- 
rous, if they are kept in exerciſe ; the kingdom of heaven is a grow- 
ing kingdom, the ſeed of grace muſt bring forth fruit. | 


May the Lon n our Gon, who at the building of the material tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem did not deſpiſe the leaſt ſervice or contribution, gra- 
cioully accept, in Cha isr, of this feeble labour of love towards build- 
ing up this ſpiritual temple, and continue to bleſs it richly in the 
edification of gracious fouls, to the glory of his name, and for the ſake 
of his eternal love. Ame 217 7 
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A nxw ſcene of time now begins; put up thy Hoſanna, O my ſoul, that the Los d 
may ſave, bleſs and proſper thee; may he grant thee a happy new year indeed! For this 
purpoſe begin it with 4 dedication of thyſelf to God ; thy time, circumſtances and life 
are in his hands, implore his bleſſing and protection over thee this enſuing year. Begin 
this and every following day with prayer; let Goo have thy firſt thoughts in the morn- 
ing, the impreſſion they make will not eaſily be eraſed by worldly matters. Grace is 
promiſed in the uſe of means; be thou diligent then and punctual in the performance of 
them; let thy daily requeſt be for an increaſing knowledge of thyſelf, and of Ixsus 
Cir1sT in his offices; for a ſenſe of pardoning mercy ; for a lively vigorous faith 
for communion with the Father and the Son through the Spirit ; for true holineſs 
in heart and life; for ſtrength and protection againſt thy fpiritval foes, and for per- 
ſevering grace to hold out to the end. Pray for the proſperity of Zion, they proſper 
that love her ; for thy friends and relations, begging the Almighty to take them into a 
rovenant relation to himſelf ; for a bleſſing on thy worldly affairs; for a ſanQified ble 
of health or fickneſs, proſperity or adverſity, as Gov ſhall pleaſe to ſend. Perhaps, O 
my ſoul, this may be the laſt year cf thy probation : Is thy ſtate ſafe? Art thou a real 
believer in ISS? Is the oil of grace in thy veſſel ? If fo, thou art prepared for every 
Emergency, . 


And now, my ſoul, another year Now a new ſcene of time begins, 
Of thy ſhort life is paſt ; Set out afreſh for heav'n ; 
1 cannot long continue here, | Scek pardon for thy daily fins, 


And this may be my laſt, In Cur18T fo 8 siv'n. 
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bleſſed indeed to thy ſoul: examine your experience as you go along; 
particularly how you hate and fight againſt ſin; how you maintain 
communion with Gop through the Spirit, what it is to live by faith 
in Cuxlisr JE sus; which are ſubjetts much infiſted on in this work; 
and in the knowledge and experience of which conſiſts the greateſt 


part of a chriſtian's happineſs ; ſec if your graces are lively and vigo- 
rous, if they are kept in exerciſe ; the kingdom of heaven is a grow- 


ing kingdom, the ſeed of grace muſt bring forth fruit. 


May the Lon n our Gop, who at the building of the material tem- 
ple of Jeruſalem did not deſpiſe the leaſt ſervice or contribution, gra- 
ciouſly accept, in CR ist, of this feeble labour of love towards build- 
ing up this ſpiritual temple, and continue to bleſs it richly in the 
edification of gracious fouls, to the glory of his name, and for the ſake 
of his eternal love. Amen, 
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A xEw ſcene of time now begins; put up thy Hoſanna, O my ſoul, that the Los b 
may ſave, bleſs and proſper thee 3 may he grant thee a happy new year indeed! For this 
purpoſe begin it with a dedication of thyſelf to God ; thy time, circumſtances and life 
ate in his hands, implore his bleſſing and protection over thee this enſuing year. Begin 
this and every following day with prayer; let Goo have thy firſt thoughts in the morn- 
ing, the impreſſion they make will not eaſily be eraſed by worldly matters. Grace is 
promiſed in the uſe of means; be thou diligent then and punctual in the performance of 
them; let thy daily requeſt be for an increaſing knowledge of thyſelf, and of Jzsvs 
Cir1sT in his offices; for a ſenſe of pardoning mercy ; for a lively vigorous faith; 


for communion with the Father and the Son through the Spirit; for true holineſs 


in heart and life; for ſtrength and protection againſt thy ſpiritual foes, and for per- 
ſevering grace to hold out to the end. Pray for the proſperity of Zion, they proſper 
that love her ; for thy friends and relations, begging the Almighty to take them into a 
covenant relation to himſelf ; for a bleſſing on * worldly affairs; for a ſanctiſied uſe 
of health or fickneſs, proſperity or adverſity, as G ob ſhall pleaſe to ſend. Perhaps, O 
my ſoul, this may be the laſt year cf thy probation : Is thy ſtate ſafe? Art thou a real 


believer in Js us? Is the oil of grace in thy veſſel ? If ſo, thou art prepared for every 
emergency, 2 


And now, my ſoul, another year | Now a new ſcene of time begins, 
Of thy ſhort life is paſt ; Set out afreſh for heav'n ; 
I cannot long continue here, | Scek pardon for thy daily fins, 


And this may be my laſt, In Cus is r fo freely giv'n. 
B 


1 


2 JAN. 


3 


7 Vill ranſom them from the power of the grave: I will redeem them from 
death : O Death, I will be thy plague ! O Grave, I will be thy deſtruclion! | 

Hos. xiii. 14. Cnxisr having ſpoiled principalities and powers, he made a 

Jrew of them openly, triumphing over them in it, COL, ii. 15. 


Tur world; is afraid of a hidden poiſon where there is none. The 
real hidden poiſon is ſin, which the Lokp grant me to fear every 
where ; ſor it has infected all things and all places. But, O my dear 
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Saviour, thou being my all-ſufficient Preſervative and Antidote in all 
places, O! dwell in me continually, and increaſe thou my faith, that 


I may know thee and enjoy thee more and more, Take away all 
ſlaviſh fear of death and hell from my ſoul, for thou haſt open 


both for me, 


Hoſanna to the Prince of light, 
Tnat cloth'd himfelf in clay; 

Enter'd the iron gates of death, 
And tore the bars away. 


Deuhi 18 no more the king of dread, 
Siuct Our TMMANUEL roſe ; 
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He took the tyrant's ſting away, 
And ſpoil'd our helliſh foes, 


Now holy triumphs of the ſoul 
Shall death itſelf outbrave, 

Leave dull mortality behind, 
And fly beyond the grave. 


3 JX. 23:3 


B UT now, O Lon p, thou art our. Father : We are the clay, and thou our 
potter, and we are all the work of thy hand, IsAa1, Ixiv. 8, 


Brix only clay in thy hands, O Lob, as I muſt not, ſo would 1 
not reſiſt thy workings by any means, I afluredl believe that thou 
wilt prepare and perfect me for a meet veſſel of grace, in Tpite of a 
rial us hindrances. No work of thine. comes ever ſhort of its in- 


tended perfection: For who can ſtay thy hand ? It is thy own ſayings 
6 I will work, and who ſhall let it?“ IsAI. xliii. 13. 


An Artiſt delights in his own workmanſhip, and would not leave one ſingle flaw or 
defect in it deſignedly, Puit. i. 6, O] then look upon me too, thou wiſe Creator g 
ſee how fleſh and blood diſorder my poor ſoul ; and deliver me from all that may endan- 
ger my ſpiritual life, Knowing thou canft do no leſs than ah human artiſt, who is ever 
ready and exerts his ſkill to mend and perfect his work ; I truſt that thou wilt not 
always ſuffer theſe impediments to hinder and diſgrace thy work. Nay, ſuch is thy 
wiſdom and power, that out of darkneſs thou canſt bring light, out of fickneſs health; 
and though I am now deſtitute of ſtrength and life; yet I believe thy work will be finiſh 
at laſt, and glorify the name of its maker, 1 PET. v. 10, 


Finiſh, Lox p, thy new creation, Chang'd from glory into glory, 
Pure, unſpotted may we be, Till in heav'n we take our place, 
Let us ſee thy great ſalvation | Till we caſt our crowns- before thee, 
Perfectly reſtor'd by thee, Lok in wonder, love and praife, 

2 N 


4 Jax. (.:4.-] 
O That the Salvation of Tjraet were come out of Zion ! When the Lon p brings 

back the captivity of his people, Jacob ſhall rejoice, and Ifrael ſhall % 
glad, Ps. xiv 7. — Divine anſwer, I/ the Son make you free, then you are 
tree indeed, Join viii. 36. See allo verſes g1, 32. 

Nor as if fin ſhould be utterly deſtroyed, or intirely dead, and could 

not ſtir any more in the heart of behevers. For the ſcripture ſpeaks of 
them as having ſtill the luſts and motions of fin, Gal. v. 13. But it 
imports only, that it has no power either to condemn, or to reign over 
us, nay it ſhall be weakened more and more, Row. vi. 12, 14. So 
that Cnz1sT reigns in the. heart even where ſin dwells, in the midſt 
of his enemies; and it is a dangerous error indeed to believe that fin 
is deſtroyed in the root. If it were ſo, whence thoſe frequent expreſ- 
ſions and exhortations, to cr ucily, withſtand, and rule over it? 
GAL. v. 24. | 


Now ſits our Saviour on his throne, | It ſhan't be ſaid, that praying breath 
With pity in his eyes : Was ever ſpent in vain. 

He hears the dying pris ners krone, | This ſhall be known when we are dead, 
And ſees their ſighs ariſe, And left on long record, 

He frees the ſouls condemn's to death; That ages yet unborn may read, 


And when his ſaints complain, And truſt and praife the Lex p. 


8 A © 2 


5 JAN. Oy | 
AE that will live godly (Note) in Cux is JEsvs (for bare morality the 

world likes well enough :) ſhall ſuffer perſecution, 2 Tim, iii, 12. 
The world hates them, becauſe they are not of the world, Joux xvii. 14. 


Tus children of Gop do not love and pleaſe the world, and are 
oftentimes greatly afflicted on account of the abounding wickedneſs, 
and particularly the profanation of the Loxp's Name, Now when 
you can like the world, and the world can like you, there muſt be 
much worldlineſs in you: for the world loves its own, | 


Many pretend to be Chriſtians, but they will not endure perſecution, Inſtead of this, 
they blame others for too much raſhneſs, and not acting prudently enough, to avoid 
the mockings and hatred of the world, Therefore they propoſe to take wiſer meaſures ; 
and to do more good, take great care not to be deſpiſed and rejected. But under this 
pretence of wiſdom and prudence, very often lies concealed a moſt abominable love and 
tear of men, Be thou nobler-minded, live as a Chriſtian indeed, and be not aſhamed to 
bear the croſs of CurxisT, *©* The diſciple is not above his maſter,” Has eternal love, 
wiſdom, and power, endured the contradiction and reproach of finners? Thou ſhouldtt 
be wiſer than him indeed, if thou couldſt eſcape the reproach and hatred of the world, 


May but his grace my ſoul renew, The Word that ſaves me does engage 
Let ſigners gaze and hate me too A ſure defence from all their rage, 
| | FT. 


* 


6 Jan, 5 
ALL things are poffible to him that believeth, MARK ix. 23. 


FaiTtu is the moſt eſſential part, the eye and the very light of the 
eye in the chriſtian religion : the whole turns upon that. As our 
faith is, ſo is our ſtrength and fruitfulneſs in good works. But at the 
ſame time there 1s nothing more out of our own power than to be- 
lieve, even after the work of grace has been actually wrought in our 
hearts. Therefore nothing more needful than to pray for faith as long 
as we live, May the Loxp give and increaſe it continually ! 


Nothing can be ſtronger in the univerſe than the hand of faith. By this we lay ſure 
hold on our moſt glorious and almighty Lon p in heaven, and ſuch an inviolable union is 
eſtabliſhed between CHRIST and a believing ſoul, that none can ſeparate the one from the 
other, all the powers of hell and fin avail nothing againſt it, Faith breaks through the 
greateſt obſtacles, removes mountains of difficulties, and has, as it were, a kind of omni- 
potence in it.“ For this is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith," 
x Jon v. 4. Nay, it even wreſtles with Gop and prevails, GEN. xxxii. 28. As ſtraw 
eannot withſtand the force of fire; ſo Gop being a wall of fire around his people, the 
greateſt power of our mighty enemies ſhall be conſumed, like the ſtubble. O! then look 
vpon him ſtedfaſtly, my ſoul, and believe in him with a ſimple heart. Wondrous are 
his ways with his people, and paſt finding out ; but at laſt all their ſorrows and ftrife, by 
the management of his infinite wiſdom, muſt come to a glurious and triumphant end. 


O let us go from ſtrength to ſtrength, From one degree of faith to mote, 
From grace to greater grace; Till we behold thy face. 


7 JAN. 3 
CHRIST is all in all, Col. iii. 2. 


Fox a believer to receive and know CuRIST as his all, is the only 
means to live truly a life of faith; and when he has done this, it will 
not be hard to reſign all other things. To talk much of Cazisr, and 
make frequent uſe of his name one to another, is commendable, if the 
heart goes along with the words ; but to call upon Gop the Father 
with a filial confidence, is alſo our duty, and does not contraditt the 
apoſtle's meaning at all, for it is only through CHhRISH we can do it; 
and as he ſays himſelf, the Father and He are one. Thou art my all, 
O gracious Loa p! what then can I want? I defire no more than to 
be put always in mind of this by the animating voice of thy Spirit. 


My Loa p, my life, my love, [ | *Tis heav'n to reſt in thine embrace, 
To thee, to thee I call; And no where elſe but there. 

I cannot live, if thou remove, Nor earth, nor all the {ky, 
For thou art all in all, Can one delight afford; 

Thy ſhining grace can chear No, not a drop of real joy, 

' This dungeon where I dwell : | Without thy preſence, Lo RBD. 

Tis paradiſe when thou art here; To thee my ſpirits fly 
If thou depart, *tis hell, With fulneſs of defire : 

The ſmilings of thy face, And yet, how far from thee I lic | 
How lovely, Lon D, they are} Dear ]z$vs, raiſe me higher, 


| — B 4 
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8 JAN. „ 

THE Y being ignorant of Gop's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
their own Tghteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves unto the righteouſneſs 

of Gop. For with the heart man believeth unto righteouſneſs. Whoſoever be- 

lieveti on him, all not be aſhamed, For Gop hath concluded them all in un- 

belief, that he might have mercy upon all, Row. x. g, 10, 11. and xi. 32. 


Onsrrve this capital text, which condemns all works, and human righteouſneſs, 
and propoſes faith as the only means of obtaining the mercy of Gop., But the 
Heathens and Unconverted, and ſome grave and ſpecious Chriſtians, have much righ- 
teouſneſs of their own, which proves their hindrance in faith, and in the righteouſneſs 
of Cur15T ; for though they imagine themſelves to be relying upon it in faith, it 


is only imagination, fince in fact they rely upon this or that, upon external worſhip, 
alms, and the like. And though ſome of them be wicked, they look upon others 


as worle, and have till a righteouſneſs of their own. Now he who deſires to be juſ- 
tified and ſaved by faith in Cyur1sT, muſt penitently and ſorrowfully conſider himſelf 


as unrighteous and wicked, be diveſted of all his own righteouſneſs, hunger and thuſt 


after rhe righteouſneſs of Cyur1sT, be covered with it in faith, call upon the name of 
the Loky, and depend upon the mercy of Gep alone; ſo will he be jultified, ſaved, and 


— not be aſhamed. 


122 ! thy blood and righteouſneſs, Bold ſhall I ſtand in the great day, 
y beauty are, my glorious dreſs ; For who aught to my charge ſhall lay? 
Midft flaming worlds in theſe array'd, Fully through thefe abſolv'd I am, 


With joy ſhall I lift up my head, From fin and fear, fror guilt and ſhame, 


> Om Sw ns... 
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g Jan. ( 9) 

1 Cried with my whole heart, hear me, O Lok o, I will keep thy ſtatutes. Great 
peace have they whici love thy law, and nothing fhall offend them. I have 

kept thy precepts and thy teſtimonies, for all my ways are before thee. I have 

gone aftray like a loſt ſheep ; ſeek thy ſervant, for I do not forget thy command- 

ments, PSALM cxix. 145, 165, 168, 176. 

Tux word of Gor ſhould be ever connected with prayer; for why 
is it that many hear and read, without being the better? They do 
not pray in faith for a bleſſing. We muſt, like David, pray with the 
utmoſt fervor that we may underſtand and retain the word of Goo, 
and bring forth fruit; for a Chriſtian has nothing ſo much at heart, 
as that he may always act up to the word and will of Gop ; his prayer 
is, Loꝝ o, let my footſteps be ſure; according to thy word, and let no- 
thing contrary to thy law have dominion over me, either in my doc- 
trine or practice. If this prayer be granted, great will be our peace; 
for the word of Gop is a word of peace; JIxsus himſelf will be our. 
peace, and then nothing ſhall offend us: we ſhall take heed unto all 
Gur ways before Gop, and ſo walk before him, as to continue hum- 
ble, like David, who conſidered himſelf as a ſtraying and loſt ſheep, 
Lokb, we are by nature ſtraying and loſt ſheep, ſeek and fetch us 
back from the error of our ways, and preſerve us in thy paſture. 


My ſoul hath gone too far aſtray, Yet fince I've not forgot thy way, 
My feet top often flip ; | Reſtore thy wand' ring ſheep, 


to JAN. FE: 26:1 
F Have-waited for thy ſalvation, O LoD! Gev. xlix. 18. 


Maxx have received comfort from theſe words in death, and 
waited in faith for their ſalvation. The thoughtleſs and impenitent 
wait only for temporal proſperity in their lives, and therefore cannot 
expect eternal bliſs, but on the contrary a dreadful judgment after 
death, O that they would enter into themſelves this very day, that 
at the eve of liſe they might, like Jacob and Simeon, depart in peace. 
We will not therefore look for any earthly things, but for the Sa- 
viour, who is already come, who will grant us his ſal vation, his aid 
and deliverance in liſe and death, and will conduct us ſafely at laſt, 
though we ſhould wait ſome time for his help. Yes, my Redeemer, 
they who wait, depend upon, and hope in thee, ſhall not be aſhamed; 
grant us only faith and patience, that we may wait on thee from one 
morning-watch to another; and enduring all things, make the whale 
courle of our lives one perpetual expectation of thy aid; and may we 


ever abundantly experience thy help and ſalvation, eſpecially at qur 
latter end. 


Cur15sT's own ſoft hand ſhall wipe the tears | How long, dear Saviour, O how long 
From ev*ry weeping eye, Shall this bright hour delay ? 

And pains, and groans, and griefs, and fears, | Fly ſwiftly round, ye wheels of time, 
And &ath itfelf ſhall die, And bring the welcome day, 


11 JAN. En 


F Gop 2 loved the world that he gave has only hegollen Son, that 
whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting lif-. 
For 825 ſent not his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 


world through kim maght be ſaved. He that believes on him is not condemned, 
Joux iii. 16—18, 


On that theſe truly precious words were ever warmly impreſſed on cur hearts; that 
they were our laſt thoughts at night, and the firſt at our awaking in the morning; and 
that by this means they were improved in ſuch a manner, as to make our dying bed eaſy 
in the evening of our life, and to inſure our rifing with gladneſs in the morning of the 
reſurrection. And what more bleſſed and delightful meditations can I daily dwell upon, 
than to think thus: Gop has loved me, even me, when I was his enemy, and ſo loved 
me, that he gave me his only Son, Now he is mine indeed, and all things are mine, 
3 Cox, iii, 21, For he has not ſpared his own Son, but delivered him up for us all; 
and, being thus reconciled to him, how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things? 
Rom. viii, 32, He will never ſuffer me to periſh, He paſſed his word for it, It is he 
that ſays that ** I ſhall not periſh ; I ſhall not be condemned, but have everlaſting lite, 
if I believe, This will I build and depend upon to my lat moments, as en en in- 
nioveable rock. Amen, and Amen, 


© ! far this love let earth and ſkies And the. full choir of human tongues 
With hallelvjzhs ring; Ali hallelujahs ſing. 


12 JAN. (36-3 : 
N Cunts r we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of 
fins, COL. i. 14. Having forgiven you all treſpaſſes. Blotting out t 

hand-writing of ordinances that was againſt us, which was contrary to us, 

and took it out of the way, nailing it to the croſs, COL, ii. 13, 14. There» Ps 
fore, ſaid he, It is finifhed, JOAN xix. go. 


Ax x theſe the true ſayings of Gop ? Then, O my ſoul, thou haſt a ſure foundation pra 
to go upon; let it be thy conſtant care firmly to depend upon theſe, and ſuch like bleſſed thy 
declarations ; look to Jxsvs for every bleſſing thou ſtandeſt in need of: Has Cyn1sT Wi 
brought life and immortality to light? then look unto him and live: Is there redemp- 
tion through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of fins ? then throw all thy guilt upon his ſoff 
atonement: Hes he blotted out the hand- writing of ordinances that was againſt thee ? und 
Then ſhake off ſelf- righteous dependencies, and legal fears alſo, Did he die for thy fins? I w 


Then let his goodneſs and love lead thee to unfeigned repentance; let the ſenſe of thy * 

Ens brezk thine heart, but encourage thy hope in the goſpel, | P 
Not all the blood of beaſts My faith would lay her hand 

On Jewiſh altars flain, On that dear head of thine, : 

Could give the guilty conſcience peace, While like a penitent I ſtand, 5 

Or wafh away the ſtain. And there confeſs my fin, p 

But CunISsT, the heav'nly Lamb, My ſoul looks back to ſee 

Takes all our ſins away; The burdens thou didſt bear, ] 

A ſacrifice of nobler name, When hanging on the curſed tree, F 

And richer blood than they, | Ang hopes her guilt was there, : 


13 Jax. 1 | 

X E P me as the apple of thine eye, hide me under the ſhadow of thy wings, 
PsAl. xvii. 8, —Divine anſwer. He ſhall cover thee with his feathers, 

and under his wings fhalt thou truſt ; his truth ſhall be thy ſhield and buckler, 


IPSAL, XCl, 4 : 


THERE is none, O Lord! that has more need continually to keep cloſe to thee in 
prayer and faith; and at the ſame time none is more unable to do it than I, the leaſt of all 
Wthy flock, O! that thou wouldſt be graciouſly pleaſed to incline and enable me to this 
blefſed-work ; and grant that thy good Spirit, according to his own pleaſure, may never 
ſuffer me to be faint and backward in the ſame, Foraſmuch as I truly reſt my faith 
under the wings of thy grace, I am ſure of defence, power and comfort; but as ſoon 3s 
J wander from thee, I am in danger of loſing the comfortable ſenſe of theſe privileges, 
and falling into various errors and perplexities. Guide me, O Lon p, by thy counſel in 
this world, and at laſt receive me into glory.“ Amen, 


He that has made his refuge Gon, Thrice happy man! thy maker's care 
Shall find a moſt ſecure abode z Shall keep thee from the fowler' s ſnare, 
Shall walk all day beneath his ſhade, Satan the fowler, who betrays 

And there at night ſhall reſt his head, Unguarded ſouls a thouſand ways. 

Juſt as a hen protects her brood What though a thouſand at thy fide, 
From birds of prey that ſeek their blood, At thy right hand ten thouſand dy'd, 
Upter her feathers; fo the Lox D Thy Gop his choſen people ſaves -» 


Makes his own arm his people's guard, Amongſt the dead, amieft the graves. 


14 JAN. Sa. 8 
ROM that time Ixsus began to preach, and to ſay, Repent, for the hing. 
dom of heaven is at hand, Marr. iv. 17. b 


Tus kingdom of heaven appertains to thoſe who repent. And the 
firſt mark of repentance is poverty of ſpirit; whence IEsus faith, 
chap. v. 3. © Bleſled are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom 
* of heaven.” John preached repentance; I xsus preaches it here, 
and ſo did his apoſtles afterward, Thus true repentance is neceflary 
for all; and the beginning of it is to acknowledge ourſelves poor mi- 
ſerable ſinners, depraved by nature, and fo totally void of any righ- 
tcouſnels or worth of our own ; to confeſs our nakednels, to drop all 
the ſig- leaves of vain excuſes and falſe comforts, to lay open our po 
verty, our wants before Gop, to accule ourſelves, and plead guilty of all 

ur fins, but ſeek mercy ſrom Cnrisr. If we do this we are blefled, 
and the kingdom of heaven 1s ours. This poverty of ſpirit 1s both the 
firſt and laſt foundation laid in the heart; for the faithful are more and 
more grounded in poverty of {pirit, the nearer they approach to their 
conſummation. 


Pure are the Joys above the ſky, Theſe holy gates for ever bar 
And all the regions peace: Pollution, fin, and ſhame z 
No wanton his, nor envious eye, None ſhall obtain admitrance there, 


Can ice cr taſte the bliſs, © ; But followers of the Lamb, 


15 JAN. a 
PRAY without ceafing, 1 THESs. v. 17. 


Ir we have not grace enough, it is becauſe we do not pray enough. 
For moſt true it is, we need not ſtrive to move Gov to compaſlion, 


n 

and extort, as it were, the blelfings from him by our praycrs. Very 

e far from it. He is every minute communicating himſelf to us; in 
every word he holds forth Cxri:t and every good thing to us: But 


we mult always have a foul hungering after Cuntsr, and by inceſſant 
h. prayer ſtretch out the hand of faith to receive him. This is chiefly to 
be underſtood of the inward deſires and groanings of our ſpirit; but 


o 5 3 f 
118 vo mult not omit to pour out our ſupplications daily, as oft as we can, 
by words, clſe our ſecret mental prayers at laſt may become ſo ſecret, 
heli as to ceate perhaps entirely. 
nd | | 
eln Father, in the mighty name | Grant me comfort, or deny, 

Of thy wellebeloved Son, Viſit, or from me depart, 

One of all thy gitts I claim, | Only let thy Spirit cry 
All my wants I ſpeak in one; | Abba Father in my heart; 


Let me for the promiſe ſtay, At ba Father would I ſay, 
Oaly sive me power to pray. | | O. ly give me power to pray. 


16 JAN. 16 16) 


ADE in me, Jonn xv. 4. Lond, to whom ſhall we go, thou 

haſt the words of eternal life, loux vi. 68. For, it is good for me 
to draw near to Gop. I have put my truft in the LoRD Gob, Psalu 
Ixxiii. 28. 


To abide in Custsr, who is our righteouſneſs and ſtrength, and not 
to be moved from him, 1s the very life and power of chriſtianity; 
for to know him to be our righteouſneſs, brings peace and joy; which 


joy in the Lox is certainly followed with ſtrength to overcome fin 


and the world. which believers renounce the more readily, as they 
have found ſomething better in Cuxisr. May the Los p give me grace 
likewiſe immoveably to abide in him. 


Cxnt:5T is my light, my life, my care, My Gov ! and can a humble child; 


My blefled hope, my heav'nly prize; That loves thee with a flame ſo high, 
Dearer than all my paſſions are, Be ever from thy face exil'd, 
My limbs, my bowels, or my eyes. | Without the pity of thine eye! 


Impoſſible ! for thine own hands 

Have ty'd my heart ſo faſt to thee; 

And in thy book the promife ſtands, 
That where thou art, thy friends muſk be, 


The ſtrings that twine #b ut my heart, 
Tortures and racks may teat them off; 
But they can never, never part, 

With their dear Hold of Cta1sT my love. 


be, 


17 JAN. 17 

CAA IST has redeemed us from the curſe of the law, biing made a curſs 
for us e for it is written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree. That 
the bleſſing of Abraham mighit come on the Gentiles through Jeſus Chriſt ; that 
we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit through faith, GAL. iii. 13, 14. 


Tur Spirit of ſanctification is the gift of CuRIsr. Conſequently 
there is a great difference between moral actions done by our own 
ſtrength, and true ſanctification of the- Spirit. The latter cannot take 
place before the ſoul truly receives Cu RISsr, and abides in him as its 
only propitiation, righteouſneſs, and peace; for he being firſt made to 
us of Gop our righteouſneſs, will then be made our ſanctification like- 
wiſe, 1 Cox. i. go. And the kingdom, work, and image of Goo, 
will go on beſt when we truſt leaſt to our own ſtrength ; ſanctification 
is now become a more eaſy'taſk, and we need not be compelled to it 
by the terrors, of the law, ſince Cyr1srT lives and works in us, and we 
in a child- like temper live henceforth to him who died for us. 


The law commands and makes us know The law diſcovers guilt and fin, 
What duties to our Cop we owe; And ſhews how vile our hearts have been x 
Bt tis the goſpel muſt reveal Oaly the goſpel can expreſs 


Where lies our ſtrengtli to co bis will. Forgiving love, and cleauling grace, 
C 


18 JAN. ( 18 ) 


CH RIST is the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every one that believe 
Rom, . . 


Wur x the law by its ſpirituality has condemned all our works and 
doings, convinced us of our weakneſs, and ſlain us, it has done it 


work; and has no further buſineſs, but to be our ſchoolmaſter, to a 
bring us unto CuaisT; and being in him, the law has no demand 
upon us any more, conſidered as a covenant of works, ſeeing we have th 
a perſect righteouſneſs, every way commenſurate to the full demands 
of the law, even the righteouſneſs of Cur1sT; and ſo he is the end of fic 
the law for a juſtifying righteouſneſs, which is made ours by believ-WF” 
ing; in this ſenſe we are dead to the law, and it is dead to us; but as le 

n. 


a rule of duty we eſtabliſh it, and ought to have an unfeigned reſpeR 
to all its divine commands, as a proof of our ſincerity before Gop. 


Los p, when my thoughts with wonder roll | My paſſions riſe and ſoar above, 
O'er the ſharp torrows of my ſou), I'm wing'd with faith, and fir'd with love; 
Ard read my Maker's broken laws, Fain would I reach eternal things 


Repairs and honour'd by thy croſs; And learn the notes that Gabriel ſings. 
When I behold death, hell and fin, But my heart fails, my tongue complains, 
Vanquiſh'd by that ecor blood of thine z For want of their immortal ftrains ; 
Ani fer the Man that groan't and dy'd And in ſuch humble notes as theſe 


Sit g'orious by his Father's fide, Muſt fail below thy victories. 


0 JAN. (09-3 

UT the dove found no reſt for the ſole of her foot, and fhe returned unto 
Noah into the ark, Then he put forth his hand and took her, and pulled 
er in to ham into the ark, GEN. viii. 9, 


Many, on their firſt awakening from ſin, apply themſelves to very 
ard works and rigorous duties, thereby expecting to find reſt for their 
wounded conſciences. But, though the right and diligent uſe of all 
the means of grace 1s ablolutely required, yet great care muſt be taken 
not to quiet ourſelves by that only. We ſhould not place any con- 
fidence at all in our own doings, but only look for reſt through the 
work of the redemption, and the blood of Curisr. To know our- 
ſelves entirely juſtified by him, would ſoon fill our hearts with peace, 
nay, encourage and enable us to do good works, 2 CHRON. xvii. 6. 


In vain the trembling conſcience ſeeks Juſt fo our thoughts from thing to thing 
Some ſolid. ground for reſt, | In reſtleſs circles rove z 
With jong deſpair the ſpirit breaks, Juſt ſo we droop and hang the wing, 
Till we apply to Cun1sT, When Je8vs hides his love. 
Juft as we fee the loneſom dove While Jesus ſhines with quick"ning grace, 
Bemoan her widow'd ſtate, | We fing and mount on high; 
Wand'ring ſhe flies thro” all the grove, But if a frown becloud his face, 
And mourns her loving mate. | We faint, and tire, and die, 


» C F 


20 Jar. 

B Y this ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye have love one. to 

another, Joux xiii. 35» Forbearing one another tn love. Endeavouring 

to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, Let not the ſun go down 

| upon your wrath ; but be ye kind one to anotner, tender hearted, forgiving on: 
| another, even as God for Chriſt's fake has forgiven you, Er h. iv. 2, 3, 26, 32. re 


| HumBLE chriſtians n2ver affect ſingularity, nor pretend to have the 
preference one of another; they rather ſtudy to be of one mind, ſtrive 
[1 not about words, leſt the general harmony ſubſiſting between them, 
and the edification of ſouls, ſhould be hindered. Whoever judges 
and blames every thing, and can never agree in words and notions, 
| or join in devotion with other experienced chriſtians, 1s puffed up 


with ſelf-conceit, and is in the way to make a dangerous ſhipwreck ; 
N lor © pride comes beſore a fall.“ 


þ 

' | | j 
N Nor diff rent food, nor diff' rent dreſs, For Cop the gracious and the wiſe, : 
1 8 Compoſe the kingdom of our Lox v; Receives the feeble with the ſtrong. n 
. ut peace, and joy, and righteouſneſs, , 1 

| Faith, and abadicnce.to his word. Let pride and wrath be baniſh'd hence, 


| Meekneſs and love our ſouls purſue x 
q When weaker chriſtians we deſpiſe, Nor ſhall our practice give offence 
1 


We do the goſpel mighty wrong; 1 To faiats, the Gentile or the Jew: 


21 JAN. = 
HILE the oridegroom tarried, they all flumbered and flept, Marr. 


XXV. 10. 


O rnar I may be rouſed out of my ſlumber, and be watchful, and 
ready againſt the coming of my Bridegroom! How many are there 
that ſet out in good earneſt in their way to heaven, and run well for 
ſome time, but at laſt are lulled to reſt, and entangled again with a 
falſe notion of liberty! even the wile virgins fall aſleep. Let this be 
a warning to me, O Lord! ſet thou a guard before my eyes, cars, and 
other faculties, leſt the world ſhould again enter through theſe avenues 
of the heart: if the ſpark be not ſpeedily extinguiſhed, it will ſoon 
break out into a flame: thus {in is of a progrellive nature, and its 
venom ſpreads quickly and very wide, unleſs it be ſtopped and op- 
poled in time. Watch therefore over this unſteady heart of mine, 
thou keeper of Iſrael! that as ſoon as it begins to wander from thee, 
may be alarmed to flee from ſin as from a ſerpent. Give me grace 
o look upon every hour as my laſt, ſo that being ever wiſely upon 
ny guard, I may meet thee with joy, when my time is run out, when- 
2ver it ſhall pleale thee to call me hence. 


The fearful ſoul that tires and fainte, Lon p, let not all my hopes be vain, 
And walks the ways of Gop no more, Create my heart entirely new; 
Is but eſteem'd almoſt a faint, Which hypocrites could ne'er attain, 


And makes his own deſtruction ſure, Which faiſe apoſtates never knew, 


22 JAN. 5 
BVT while men ſlept, his enemy came, and ſowed tares among the wheat, 
Marr. x11. 25. 

No wonder that chriſtians loſe their power and ſtrength, if the 
enemy of ſouls ſind them aſleep. How ſoon may he gain an advantage 
from without, if a {tri& guard is not kept within! Though Satan ſeems 
to ſleep ſometimes, and we ſhould by all appearance be 1a no great 
danger, it is only his ſtratagem to make us careleſs. He never fails to 
be vigilant; and watch his opportunity that he may offer us battle 
with advantage; and who knows but he may gain the victory by thoſe 


very fins, to which perhaps we, for many years, had hardly any temp- | 


tation. O! how cunningly does he work! how inticing is the world! 
even in lawful things, very often, the moſt dangerous ſnares lie hid- 
den. A fingle word that we hear may be able to diſturb our peace. 
One unguarded look is ſometimes enough to infatuate our hearts, 
There is danger on all ſides, Unleſs the Log opens our eyes, and 
preſerves us on all occaſions, each of us, even the beſt, may, ſtill be 


overcome, and deadly hurt by fin and the world. Satan is particu- 


_ larly buly to ſift the godly moſt of all, and having catched them in 


his net, triumphs exceedingly over them, | 
O Lox, ſuffer me never to fall aſleep again! 


Help me to watch and pray, And let me ne'er my truſt betray, 
And on thyſelf rely ; Left I for ever die, 
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23 JA. "WY" 

TU E more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And the 
chiliven of Ifrael fighed by reaſon of the bondage, and they cried 5 and 

their cry (ane up unto Cod, by reaſon of the bondage. And God looked upon 


the chalaren of 1ſrael, and God had reſpect unto them, Exop. i. 12. Chap, 
Il, 23, 25. 


Tux more we are oppreſſed by our ſpiritual and temporal enemie, the more will the 
kingdom of Gop increaſe in and through us. And when difireſs and dangers oppreſs us 
meſt, Coy haſtens to our aid, and makes our neceſſity itſelf the means of our relief; 
tor the ways of Gop are always wonderful. It was an extreme diſtreſs when the chil- 
dren of the Iſraelites were caſt into the river; but this wis the means of preferving 
Moſes, their intended deliverer, When Moſes came, they were not relieved immediately, 
for their calamities increaſed, This is Gop's method, But they cried the more to Cop, 
and he rulieved them by ſigns and wonders. After this, their difireſs was greater than 
ever, at Red ſea, For after Gop has ſhewn his glory in aſſiſting us, he can ſtill ſend 
greater trials. But when they were beſet on all ſides by d.{trefs and death, then came 
the moſt glorious ſuccour of all; and their enemies periſhed in the Red ſea, Lox p, ſuffer 
us not to deſpair in any extremity, but enable us to believe and experience that the greater 


our diſtreſs, the nearer and more glorious will be thy aid, and all our enemies will be con- 
ſumed as ſtubble before the devouring flame, 


Lox p, I am thine, but thou wilt prove What finners value, I refizn ; 
My faith, my patience, and my love. Lox, tis enough that T hou art mine: 
When men of ſpite againſt me join, I ſhall behold thy bliſsful face, 

They are the ſword, the haud is thine, And ſtand compleat in righteouſneſs, 


c 4 
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24 JAN. : 
HE REIN is love, not that we loved Gop, but that he loved us, ani 

ſent has Son to be the propitiation for our fins. Me love lim, becauf:if 
he firſt loved us, 1 Joux iv. 10, 19. He that loves me, fhall be loved fff 
my Father; and I will love ham, and will manifeſt myſelf unto him. I: 
evil come unto lum, and make our abode with him, JOHN xiv. 21, 2g. ü 


e 
O waar a glorious promiſe, what manner of love is this! Loxp, I 


would not exchange my crols and ſuſferings, much leſs thy love, for 4 | 
the love and honours of the world. Only make it more known to me, 
how great thy love is, and how much thou haſt forgiven me, that 
I may love thee much again, and be thereby ſtill better purged from J 
the inordinate love of temporal things. It is my earneſt deſire that chef 1 
gates of my heart ſhould be open to none but to Thee, that thou alone 
mayeſt dwell in me. Shed thy love abroad in my heart, quicken and 
renew all the faculties of my mind and body, and work every thing 
in and for mc, | 


O!] for this love, let rocks and hills Hoſanna-round the ſpacious earth 
Their laſting ſilence break; To thine adored name, 


And all harmonious human tongues 


The Saviour's praiſes ſpeak, Angels aſſiſt our mighty joys, 


| Strike all your harps of gold; 
Yes, we will praiſe thee, deareſt Lok p, But when you raiſe your higheſt note; 
Our ſouls are all on flame; | His love can ne'er be told, 


pgs JAN. E 


nd 4 HEREFORE we labour, that whether preſent or abſent, we may be 
uM accepted of him, 2 Cor. v. 9, 
L; WW 7s indeed is the true diſpoſition. of a ſoul eſpouſed to CuRIST. 


dhe has but one care, which is to pleaſe him in all things. And this 
eſire to do his will, is as it were the ring and ſeal of her bridegroom, 
hich ſhe may look upon even in the abſence of all ſpiritual joy, as 
a token ſor good, that ſhe is his ſpouſe. 


Ought not then this day, O my ſoul, to be a new wedding-day with Chriſt ? He is de- 
irous that thou ſhouldeft be betro:hed unto him, even now, and waits only for thy con- 
ent, Hearken, O daughter, conſider and incline thine ear; be no longer mariiz to the 
orld, Forget thine own people and thy father's houſe, and take him alone for thy 
uſband, ſo ſhall the King greatly defire thy beauty. Wilt thou give the refuſal to this 
lorious and loving Saviour? I hope not, Give it rather to the world, and reſolutely ſay, 
t is enough, I have done with thee, O poor world! I break the bonds of my former 
ove z my eyes and my feet ſhall henceforth only be directed to the bleſſed and eternal 
ity of the new Jeruſa!em, where my heavenly bridegrcom reſides. And O what need 
ave I to be duly prepared, dreſſed and beautified, againſt his coming, and the time of 
bis taking me home to himſelf! Lonp Jxsus, keep me longing for thine appearance, 


The Lord is ours, and we deſpiſe | The Lon p is ours; the thought imparts 


, The rage, the' hell itſelf ſhould riſe : Immortal tranſport to our hearts, 


26 JAN. E 


ET us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace to help in time of need, Hes. iv. 16. 


O Trar we were all ſo wile as to prepare and provide ourſelves in 
due time with the right armour of faith, before the time of need and 
hour of death approzch. Come, my reader, let us begin now, directly, 
to lay in a good ſtock of grace by continual prayer, leſt we ſhould 
come too late and be undone. Behold the encouragement of Cu x1sr, 
I am the door, ſays he, and the way, Jon x. 1. chap. xiv. 6. Now 
by this door you may find the entrance into the heart and favour of 
G0, Curtsr himſelf fitting on a mercy-ſeat to receive and welcome 
the vileſt of inners, And there is no drawing near to Gop but thro' 
him, and cloathed in the robes of the righteouſneſs of our only Re- 
deemer, Mediator. and Advocate. He is Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the end, nay, the very All in all believers. With ChRisr 
they can never part; and he can ncyer part with them. 


Of Him who did ſalvation bring, | Tho” fin and ſorrow wound my ſoul, 
J could for ever think and ſing ; JEsu, thy balm can make it whole, 
Ariſe, ye guilty, He'll forgive; 


Ariſe, ye poor, He will relieve. | Guide thou, O Lox o, guide thou my courſe, 


And draw me on with thy ſweet forte 
Aſk but his grace, and lo! 'tis giv'n; Still make me walk, till make me tend; 
Alk, and he turns your hell to heav'n; | By thee my way, to Gop my end. 


} 


Lan: [43-3 

G D commendeth has love towards us, in that while we were yet ſinners 
CnR1sT died for us. Much more then being now juſtified by his blood, we 

ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him. For if when we were enemies we were 

reconciled to Gob by the death of his Son; much more being reconciled, we fſhail 

te ſaved by his life, Row. v. 8, 9, 10. 


Henk we have much more reaſon to cry out than Moſes, D:ur. 
xxxiii. 3. © The Loxp loved the people,” But here I muſt beleech thee 
too, O Long p! that this infinite gift of thy Son may appear to me greater 
and greater every day; and that thy love ſhining out in his redempt:on 
may go on ſo to increaſe in my ſoul, as to diſperſe all clouds of dark- 
neſs, unbelief, and hard thoughts of thy goodneſs. Whenever his 
ſlanderous ſpirit tries to lift up his head, grant that my faith and love 
may be quickened and ftrengthened in ſuch a manner, as heartily to 
praiſe thy great love in ſpite of all his ſuggeſtions. This is the chief 
deſire which I offer unto thee in all my prayers, night and day. The 
want of faith and love, I am ſenſible, is ſtill my greateſt want: My 
ſoul is like a large empty veſſel; but I pray thee to fill it ſpeedily, nut- 
withſtanding any oppoſition that may be made by my unrenewed part. 


Come, guilty ſouls, and flee away  Gop lov'd the world and gave his Son 
Like doves to Js v's wounds; To drink the cup of Wrath; 
This is the welcome goſpel day, And Jesus fays, He'll caſt out noa, 


Whereia free grace abounds, That come to him by faith, 


28 PAN. 13) 


70 R even hereunto were ye called ; becauſe Cur1sT alſo ſuffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye jhould follow his ſteps, 1 PETER ii. 21, 


To believe in Cuz1sT ſor redemption, for juſtification, for ſanc- 
tification, is but one half of the duty of ſaith, It reſpects Curisr 
only as he died and ſuffered for us, as he made atonement for our 
uns, peace with Gon, and reconciliation for us, as his righteouſneſs 
is imputed to us unto juſtification. Unto theſe ends he is indeed pri- 
marily and principally propoſed unto us in the goſpel; and with reſpect 
unto them we are exhorted to receive him, and to believe in him. 
But this is not all that is required of us. Cur1sr in the goſpel is 
propoied unto us as our pattern and example of holineſs. And as it 
is a curled imagination, that the whole end of his life and death was 
to exemplify and confirm the dottrine of holineſs, which he preached; 
ts to negle& his being our example in conſidering him by Lich unto 
that end, and labouring after conlormity to him, is evil and pernicious, 
Wherefore let us be much in contemplation of what he was, what 
he did, how in all inſtances of duties and trials he carried himſelf, 
until an image or idea of his perfect holineſs is implanted in our 


minds, and we are made like unto him thereby. Amen 


29 JAN. [29-3 
ITE gofpet is made known to all nations for the obedience of faith, 
Rox. XVI. 26. 


Tux ſaving faith which is the gift of Gop, is known by many 
bleed effects; but this one includes all the relt, it produces obe. 
dience. He that is a child of Gov through faith in Cubeisr JIrsus 
is born to obey; in his mind has not only the true light of revelation, 
„but allo the ſubjettion of his underſtanding to it; his own rea{on is 
made to yield to the reaſon of Gop ; his will bows to the power of 
divine truth ; his heart receives it in the love of it; upon which the 
whole man obeys ; he lives, and walks, and fights, and conquers by 
the faith of the Son of Gon; yea, his faith is mi ghty thro' Go to the 
pulling down of ſtrongholds, * caſting down imaginations, and every 

high thing that exalteth itſelf againſt the knowledge of (Goo, and 
* bringing into captivi'y every thought to the obedience of Cunisr. 
) my Gov, let it be thus with me; holy and eternal Spirit, ſhine 


to 
s, pon thine own grace, and let me ſee more clearly that my faith js of 
1 . operation. — O lead me ftom faith to faith and in hearing, read- 


f. ug, meditating on thy word, in praying, and in all the means of glace, 
. Nocet me, and bleſs me, that my faith may {till be growing, until i 6 
elve the end of my Faith, even the ſalvation of my foul, 


lt 


; 


30 JAn. (40: 
ME unto me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you veſt, MATT. x1. 28. 


Tuis is a free invitation to every weary and heavy laden finner, 
made by him, who alone 1s able to. take away the load and guilt of 
bn; cvery perſon under the preſſure of fin, not only may, but muſt 
come to jrsus Hus laden with guilt, if he hopes to ſucceed for par- 
don. While we endeavour to prepare our way by holy qualiications, 
we rather hll it with ſtumbling blocks, whereby our fouls are hindred 
from attaining to the ſalvation of Cyurisr., Curisr would have us 
to believe on him, who juſtifies the ungodly, and therefore he doth": 
not require us to be godly before we believe: he came as a phyſician 
for the ſick, and doth not expect they ſhould recover their health in 
the lealt degree before they come to him. Ihe vileſt ſinners are fitly 
prepared and qualified for this deſign, which is to ſhew forth the ex. 
ceeding riches of his grace, pardoning our fins, and ſaving us freely, 
Eryn. 11.5, 9. lt is no affront to Cnrisrt, or flighting, or contemning 
the juſtice and holineſs of Gop, to come to Gov while we are polluted 
unners; but rather it is an affroming and contemning the ſaving grace, 
merit, and fuineſs of jesus, if we endeavour to make ourſelves nigh: 
icous and holy before we receive CnRIST himſelf, and all hou r 
nets and righteouinels in him by taith, 1 


31 JAN. „ 

HE kingdom of heaven is like unto a merchant-man ſeehing goodly pearls, 
who when he had found one pearl of great price, went and fold all that he 
ad, and bought it, MATT. xiii. 4, 5, 0. 


Ow 


Tr, THzRE is in all men an innate principle urging them forward in a reſtleſs purſuit 
ol ter heppineſs, but being ignorant of the true means of attaineng it, they fall ſhort of 


he end. The convinced ſinner 1nceed, thou hi fatisfies that worldly pleaſures, honours 
and profits, are no ways ſuited to fill up the voi! within, or pacify the clamours of an 


* ccuſing conſcience, yet, when left to himſelf. he ſeeks the living among the dead, 
15 neing to make his peace with Gop, by having recourſe to his own legal duties and en- 
caW-avours, inſtead of the peace-ſpeaking blood of JESUS. Whilſt he is working for life, 


nd att:mpting to eſtabliſh his own r:zhteouſneſs, the Spirit of God takes the veil ſrom 
is underſtanding, gives him a glimple of the hidden worth and unſceakable value of 
[:svs, the one pezrl of great price; and then, like the merchant, who in q eſt after 
prodly pear.s, unexpectedly finds one of great value that will enrich him for ever, ſel!s all 
o mike a purchaſe of it: The believer obtaining a true diſcovery of the excellent glory 
f the perſon of Cyr1sT in his fuineſs, ſuitableneſs, and all- ſuffi iency to ſave to the 
utermoſt, he freely and joyfuliy ſells all he has, parts not ouly with bis fias, but with 


eh richteouſneſs and meſt admited attainmente, counting all things but loſs for the excel- 
nag ency of the knowledge of ChRIST JEsus his Lok. 

ned Lore did my ſoul in JI xs u's form That ſweetly led me to the rock, 

: No comelineſs, or beauty ſee; Where all ſalvation ſtands ſecure, 

= His ſacred name, by others priz'd, Glad I forſook my righteous pride, 

ig Was taſteleſs ſtul, and dead to me. My moral, tarniſh'd, ſinful dreſs ; 

no Thanks to the Author of all grace, Exchang'd my droſs away fer Cunts r, 


That ſhew'd me, wretched, naa, poor, And found the robe of r:gh.coulncls, 


1 FEB. 1 A 
G D, who commanded the light to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſcined in M7 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of Gov in the 
face of JESUS CuRIST, but. we have this treafure in earthen veſſels, 2 Cox.“ 
iv. 6, 7. 


Tuis knowledge is an heart-enriching knowledge; it is an enlivening, transforming, 
CnRIST-endearing knowledge, and therefore is a rich and great treaſure that we have 
in the earthen veſſel.— Without this ſaving knowledge we have no Gop, no Cnr15sT, 
no grace, no faith, no union with Cur1IST, no atual juſt:fication, pardon of fin, peace, 
nor eternal life, But whoever has found Cir 1sT, the pear] of great price, the treaſuſe 
hid, has found matter of great rejoicing ;3 for he was poor before, and this treaſure en - 
richeth him; he was naked before, but finding this treaſure, he is gloriouſly clothed; 
he wes forced before to feed upon huſks, but now he feeds on the bread of life; he wa 
far in debt before, but now he ſees the debt is paid, that he is juſtified from all thing, 
and pardoned for ever; he faw he was a child of wrath before, but now he is become: 
child of God ; that he was a captive and in chains before, but now he is ſet at liberty; 
condemned betore, but now ſees theie is no condemnation to him, nor to any one that i 
in Caza1sT JIxsus; that he was a fool before, but now he is made wiſe to ſalvation, 
Reader, canſt thou ſet to thy ſeal to the truth and power of ſuch experience ?—then th ye 
art wife indeed; if not, thou haſt much to learn: Apply with ſpeed, and remember, i A 
is God alone that gives this light and knowledge, 


2 FEB. 3 


TH IS is has commandment, that we ſhould believe on the name of his Son 
JzesUs CnkisT, 1 Jon iii. 23. For Gop has fent ſis Son into the 
world, that we might live through him, chap. iv. 9. 

Tux Father breaks forth, as it were, through the whole Scripture in 
high praiſes of his Son. He calls out from heaven, “ This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed, hear ye him,” Marr. xvii. 5. 
Nothing therefore qan be more agrecable to him, than to receive this 
his Son, and believe his reports, Joan xvi. 27. and on doing this we 
ſhall have life ; but by omitting it, we look upon him as a liar, Un- 
belief therefore in him who refuſes to accept of this great giſt, is, no 
doubt, the greateſt of all ſins. O Lox, teach me this, and grant me 
faith. 5 

* Way art thou ſo backwarl, O my poor ſoul, to believe, like the reſt of Gop's 
* children, in Cyr1sT ? Haſt thou not as good a rieht to it as they have? Who can 
* diſpute with thee this privilege ? It is the expreſs Will of the Father, nay, he even 
commands thee to do it. Has he given his only Son, by an act of inconceivable 
* lore, to die for thee, to the very end that thou ſhouldeſt ive ? O what a pleafing thing 
* will it be to him, to put thy whole truſt upon this his well-beloved Son! This would 
be the joy of his heart, more than any thing elſe. Therefore delay no longer to re- 
* ceive what his love has offered thee ; but firmly believe that the Father loves thee, as 
well as the Son.“ | 
Author of faith, to thee I life O let me now receive that gift, 
My weary, longing eyes ; My foul 8 it dies! 


3 FEB. 1 


ORTNY is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive power, and riches, and 
wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and bleſſing, Rev, v. 12, 


O Lon! how mean and ſlight notions have I often of thy great 
power? By theſe I am diſcouraged, and thou art robbed of thy praiſe: 


grant, therefore, that though I would always be duly debaſed, and 2 
convinced of my nothingneſs in ſuch a manner, as never to aſcribe any b 
good to myſelf, or think myſelf worthy of the leaſt thing in the vy 
of merit, for at the beſt I am but an unprofitable ſervant ; yet thy ane 
grace and power may at the ſame time appear to me abundantly greater e 
thamall my ſins, fo that J may have always encouragement enough " ml 
believe i in and praiſe thy holy name, ful 

Come let us join our chearful ſongs Let all that dwell above the ſky, A 

| With a == round the throne ; And air, and earth, and ſeas, n 
Ten thouſand thouſand are their tongues, Conſpire to lift his glories high, 1 
But all their joys are one. | And ſpeak his endleſs praiſe, 1 

be v. orthy the Lamb that dy d they cry; | The. whole creation join in one, 1 
© 'To be exalted thus; To bleſs the ſacred name - 

«© Worthy the Lamb,“ our lips reply, Of Fim that fits upon the throne, | 


% For he was lain for us, ” | And to adore the Lamb, 


——— — Q 


FEB. a. 


Y foul ſhall be fatisfied as with marrow and fatneſs, and my mouth ſhall 
praije thee with Joyful lips, PLM Ixiit. 6 Alleltyah ! for the Lon b 
op omnipotent reigns. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him, 


a or the marriage of te Lamb is come, REV. xix C. 


Wuar tends not to thy glory, O Lozop, and is not thy own work, 
vhatever appearance it may have, is not really good and profitable: 
preſerve and aſſiſt me therefore to do all things as of thee, in thy fight, 
nd to thy honour ; may my ſoul be ever magnifying thy name, O my 
dear Redeemer 3 Bridegroom, and my whole converſalion be 
directed to thy praiſe, Grant that my heart and mouth may be ever 
full of thy great mercies, and overflow continually with thankigiving. 


My Gov, my King, thy various praiſe Thy truth and beauty I'll proclaim ; 
Shall fill the remnant of my days; Thy bounty flows an endleſs fixeam ; 
Thy grace employ my humble tongue, Thy mercy ſwift, thine anger ſhaw, 

Till death and glory raiſe the ſong, But dreadful to the ſtubborn foe, 

The wings of ev'ry hour ſhall bear And who can ſpe2% thy wondrous deeds ? 
Some thankful tribute to thine ear; Thy greatneſs all our thoughts exceeds, 
And ev'ry ſetting ſun ſhall ſee Vaſt and unfearchable thy ways, 

New works of duty done for thee, 't Vaſt and immertal be thy praiſe. 


D 2 


Y 


5 FEB. 3 

Fo RSAN E not the works of thine own hands, Ps Alu cxxxviii. 8. -D. 
vine anfwer. He which has begun a good work in you, will perform i 

unto the day of }EsUs CHRIST, PHll., i. 6. | 


Tux right way to grow in grace is not to draw it from Go, as it 
were by force, from a wrong principle or deſign; but firſt, to give 
thyſelf entirely over to thy heavenly Father through ChRISsT, who 
knows what thou wanteſt, and will never forſake thee. Secondly, to 
abide in Cur1sT, and carefully cheriſh the new life, which, be it 
ever ſo weak and little now, in compariſon to the old man, will in- 
creaſe and gradually out- grow him, as a new ſkin does the old. May 
the Logo only give us grace to watch againſt the oppolite extreme, 
lo as never to be lulled into a falſe reft, or a lukewarm ſpirit ; but to 
be ever diligently and ſeriouſly employed in crucifying the fleſh, and 
uſing all the means of grace; then we need not be anxiouſly troubled 
ſor the growing of the work of Goo in our ſouls. 


My ſoul lies cleaving to the duſt; | Left I ſhould loiter in my race, 
Log, give me life divine Or turn my feet aſtray. 

From vain deſires, and ev'iy luſt , 2 . 
Turn off theſe eyes of mine, : | "EO 4 4 . wu? 

J need the influence of thy grace Wilt thou not grant me warmer zeal 


To ſpe:d me in thy way, | To run the heav'aly road? 


6 FEB. „ 
LE faſmen of ths world paſſes azay, 1 COR, vii. 31. 


As long as we feed on the huſks of the world, and are in love with 
t, we are neither willing nor able to taſte the comforts of the love of 
od. But when fin and the world are become an abomination to us, 
nd we ſtrive to get rid of them, we are fit veſſels to receive him: 
hen we begin to hunger after him, And though we are chaſtened by 
e Lokn, yet is he not angry with us, but does it to embitter fin and 


ay e world more and more to us, and to make us lothe them, that we 
ne {Þ2y not be condemned with the world, 
, to | 


Let worldly minds the world purſue, So earthly pleaſures fade away, 
It has no charms for me; When IEsus is reveal'd. 


led Onee 1 admir'd its trifles too, Now, Lorp, I would be thine alone, 
But grace has ſet me free. And wholly live to thee; 


Its pleaſures now no longer pleaſe, But may I hope that thou wilt own 
No more content afford; A worthleſs worm like me! 
Fer from my heart be joys like theſe, ö 0 S 
Yes, tho? of finners I'm the worſt 
Now I nen the LonD. L cannot doubt thy will ; ; 
\s by the light of op'ning day, For if thou hadſt not loy'd me firſt 
| I had refus'd thee fill, 


g The ftars are all conceal'd, | 
| 2 


| 
1 
[if 
1 


— — 
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7 Fes 5 i * 
THINE is the kingdom, and the power, and the gory for ever and ever, Bil | 

Amen, Marr. vi. 13. They caſt their crowns before the throne, ſaying, 
Thou art worthy, O LoRD, to receive glory, and honour, and power, Rx v. { 
iv. 10, 11. | 


Ox that is really poor in ſpirit, though he hath praftiſed the duties WW” 
of the chriſtian life ever ſo long, and ſo well, always thinks himſelf to ne. 
have received but a very little portion of Cxz15T, and the work of 
ſanctification hardly to be begun in his ſoul, So far is he from believ-Wevi 
ing he has already attained to it, that after all his beſt actions he count ie. 
himſelf not worthy to be called by the name of a grateful fon ; he ul.” 
never pleaſed with himſelf. No degree of holineſs will ſatisfy his ſoul... 
He 2 and finds no reſt or comfort, but in the infinite mercy 0 orde 
Gov, and in the pardon of his fins by faith; though he does not divide hefe 
CHnx1sr, but receives hin. n all his offices, and gives himſelf entirely 
up to him without reſerve] to be more and more ſanctified and per 
feed. And in this ſtate he is fafe indeed, he is prepared for death, 
and has no reaſon to be anxiouſly afraid, though earneſtly deſire 
of higher degrees of ſanctification. Death might come upon him bel = 
fore he arrived to it; and even his very beſt thoughts, without a ſen x, 
of Gov's forgiveneſs, would not ſupport and comfort him in death, 


Tl 


8 FEB. 3 


E hath made with me an everlaſting covenant ordered in all things and 
ſure : for this is all my ſalvation, and all my defire, 2 SAM. xxili. 5. 
I have made a covenant with my chofen, PSALM Ixxxix. g. 


Tuts was David's plea and confidence, when with eternity full before him, he was 
juſt going to make his appearance before an infinitely pure Gon, This muſt be our plea 
alſo, if ever we would obtain the approbation of our judge. After a life of the moſt emi- 
o nent holineſs, the beſt of men will have reaſon to cry out, Enter not into judgment 
oi with thy ſervant, O Logp.” It is true indeed, the believer will diſcover ſome ſmall 
evidences of grace, juſt to ſhew the child of Gop, and no more; but all ſo imperfect that 
he dare not ground his expectations on them. Here the covenant of grace ſteps in to his 
relief, wherein he ſees ample provifion made for the ſecurity of bis eternal intereſt, For 
the covenant is made with Cur1sT and his ſeed. It is an everlaſting covenant, not only 
made before time, but extending its beneficial effects through the ages of eternity, It is 
ordered in all things, therefore nothing can be wanting in it, either to promote the glory 


def God, or the ſalvation of believers, It is ſure alſo; depending on no conditions, re- 
eig nothing but what it gives, conferring its bleſſings freely, and making them ſure 
he an the ſeed, being eſtabl:ſhed upon better promiſes. Happy ſouls who are intereſted 
PE Wn this well-ordered covenant ! may it be all my falvatlon, and all my deſie} 
Thy word, O Gov, begot my faith; Thy word is truth, thy promiſe ſure; 
From thence my hope doth ſpring ; Hence faith and hope abide; 
Founded alone on what Goo faith, My ſoul in ſafety ſhall endure ; 

th, My ſoul adore and ſing, Nought can from CuR IS r divide, 


D 4 


9 FEB. (4a F 
TI Will pray the Father, and he fhall give you another comfaxter, that he may 


abide with, you for ever; even the Spirit of truth ; which the world cannd 
receive, becauſe it feeth him not, neither knoweth kim; but ye know ham ; for he 
dewelleth with you, and ſhall be in you, Joan xiv, 16, 17. 


Wuzn God deſigned the great and glorious work of recovering fallen man, and the 
ſaving of ſinners, to the praiſe of the glory of his grace, he appointed in his infinite wif- 
dom two great means thereof ; the one was the giving of his Son for them, and the 
other was the giving of his Spirit unto them. And hereby was way made for the mani- 
feſtation of the glory of the whole blefſed Trinity, which is the utmoſt end of all the 
works of Gop, Hereby were the love, grace, and wiſdom of the Father, in the deſign 
and projection of the whole; the love grace, and condefcenſion of the Son, in the execu- 
tion, purchaſe, and procurement of grace and ſalvation for finners, with the love, grace, 
and power of the Holy Spirit, in the effectual application of all unto the ſouls of men, 
made gloriouſly conſpicuous. Hence from the fiſt entrance of fin, there were two general 
heads of the promiſes of Gop unto men, concerning the means of their recovery and fal- 
vation ; the one in ſending his Son to take our nature upon him, and die; the other in 
giving his Spirit to make the fruits of his incarnation and ſufferings effectual in and to- 
wards us. To theſe heads may all the promiſes of Gop be reduced, Happy for ihe 
church that the Spirit is to abide with it for ever; awful to think that the unconventel 
world nejther can receive nor know the Spirit, 


10 FEB. 1 


G2» LY forrow worketh repentance to falvation nos to be repented ; bu 
the foxrgw. of the world; worketh death, 2 Cor. vii. tc. ppg 

Tux difference between legal and evangelical repentance lies in 
this; the former is an evidence that we are guilty, and liable to mi- 
ſery; the latter, that this guilt is removed, and mifery relieved, 3 
the redemption that is in Cnx Is Jssus. Even devits may have the 
one, but the other is the fruit of the Spirit in a ſqul that is renewed. 
Then be ſerious, O my ſoul, and aſk thyſelf theſe queſtions ; Doſt thou 
grieve more for thy fins committed againſt thy Goo, than for the 
troubles into, which they have brought thee? Wicked Cain could 
lay, “ My punithment is greater than J am able to bear ;” but the re- 
turning, accepted prodigal cried, © Father, I have ſinned againft hea. 
ven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy 
* ſon,” &c, Does thy repentance ariſe from the hope of mercy re- 
vealed in Cunisr? Then it is evangelical, Ez EK. xvi. 63. but if it 
be only raiſed by apprehenſious of the judgment to come, or from 
worldly diſappointment, thou mayeſt periſh notwithftanding - thy 
concern: Is it mixed with love to Gop and his law as holy, and ab- 
horrence of thyſelf, as polluted with fin? Doſt thou confels thy fins 
with the hand of faith upon the head of Cur list, as thy propitiation ? 
And doſt thou pray for a daily increaſe of this gadly ſorraw, and wiſh. 
to die in the lively exerciſe of it ? Then thou art a juſtified publican, 
and thy repentance is to ſalvation, 


11 FEB. 6 


2 IGHT d fown for the righteous, and gladneſs for the upright in heart, 7 
Ps AL xcvii. 11. Unto the upright there ariſes light in darkneſs ; he 1 

gracious, full of compaſſ.on, and righteous, PSALM Cxii. 4. Therefore caſt 

not away confidence, winch has great recompence of reward; for ye have need of fe 

patience, &c. for yet a little while, and he that ſhall come will come, and will WF it 

not tarry, HEB. x. 35, 37. ISAIAH lvili. 10—12, | w 


Tuis ſhews that believers are ſubject to many changes of joy and re 
ſorrow. In a ſtate of gladneſs therefore we have reaſon to fear; and ki 
in the hours of trouble and ſadneſs to entertain good hopes. Thus we MW w 
ſhall always be able to keep the happy medium between the extremes ¶ de 
of levity and deſpair. Before a man has a true ſenſe of his own mi- th 
ſeries, the complaints and infirmities of the ſaints are often a ſtum- uf 
bling-block ; but afterwards they will adminiſter to him great comfort, he 
This is the reaſon that Gop has revealed them in ſcripture ; for the C. 
complaints of his children and ele& give more comfort than all their fo 


moſt heroic actions. to 
of 

Alas! it ſwells my ſorrows high, Yet why. my ſoul, why theſe complaints? I! 
To ſee my bleſſed Jes vs frown; Still while he frowns his bowels move de 
My ſpirits ſink, my comforts die, Still on his heat he bears his ſaints, * 


And all che ſprings of life are down. And feels their ſorrows, and his love. 


12 FEB. 7 
1 Find a law, that when I would do good, evil is preſent with me, Ro. vii. 21. 


O ux ſoul ! thou art always ſtriving, yet fin always ſtirring ; thou 
feareſt the truth of grace, becauſe thou findeſt the working of fin ; but 
it will be always thus; thou canſt not come out of Egypt, but Amalek 
will lay wait in the way; the fleſh will be ſure to trouble thee, although 
it be never able to conquer thee; he therefore that fits down, and is at 
reſt in fin, it is a fign that Satan is there, the ſtrong man, becauſe his 
kingdom is in peace; but where there is any work with Cyz1sr, there 
will be always war with ſin; fin was the womb of death, and onl 
death muſt be the tomb of fin. Gop would have my ſoul — 
therefore, though he hath broken my priſon, yet he hath left the chain 
upon my feet: Gop would have my graces exerciſed, therefore, though, 
he hath tranſlated me into the kingdom of life, yet he hath left the 
Canaanite in the land; Gop would have. my faith exerciſed, there- 
fore Goliath ſtill ſhews himſelf in the field, that ſo I might make out 
to him © in the name of the Lox D;“ I will betake me to the ſtrength 
of CyurIsT, and though I cannot help the rebelling power of fin, yet 
I ſhall always hinder the ruling power of it. As it ſhall be my grief 
becauſe fin will have its being, ſo it ſhall be my care that it may 
np _—_— thriving ; though fin may live in me, yet I will never 
ive in fin, | | 


13 FEB. {44 3 
OD was in Cur15T, veconcihng the world unto kimfelf, nos impuling 
their treſpaſſes unto them ; for he has made Him to be en for us, who knew 

no fin ; that we might bs made ihe righteouſneſs of GOD in kim, 2 Cor, v. 19, 

21. COL. i. 20, 1 PET. ii. 24. tha 


Ir highly concerns all believers, who are defirdus to have always s, 
peace and fupport within, to be ever ſenſible of their own miſery and 


ſpiritual poverty, and fo to live and reſt ſolely and wholly in the all- 4 
ſufficient atonement and righteouſneſs of CHRIST Jesvs our Saviour. . 


Diſquietneſs and lazineſs generally proceed from ſolf- righteouſneſs, W 
and our nat looking up and being indebted to him for every thing, uf 


but ſecretly truſting to ſomething in ourſelves, 5 

Irxsu, thou art my righteouſneſs, | For ever here my reſt ſhall be, and 
For all my ſins were thipe : Claſe to thy bleeding fide ; 

Thy, death has bought of Gap my peace, Tis all my hope, and all my plea; 7 

Thy life has made him mine. For me the Saviour dy'd ! T 

| B 

Spetleſs and juſt in thee Fam ; [ My dying SAavrovr and my Gos, A 

I feel my fins forgiven ; | Fountain for guilt and fin | A 

I taſte ſalvation in thy name, | Sprinkle me ever in thy blaad, M 

And antedate my heav'n, | And cleanſe, and keep me clean, 


14 FEB. 1 
DV Everthels 1 am continually with thee, Thou haſt holden me by the right 

hand, Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and afterward receive me 
to thy glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and there is none upon earth 
that ? deſire beſides thee, My fleſh and my heart fatleth, but Gop is the 
ſtrength of my heart, and my portion for ever, PSALM Ixxill. 23-26. 


PsALM Xvi. 18. 


Bas Es in religion not only long for Cu RIS, but for ſenſible com- 
munion with him; and very often they are indulged with it, that 
hey may be weaned from the world. But thoſe of fuller age, who 
have their ſenſes more exerciſed, ate thankful to have Him only, and 
o be adopted by Him; relying more on the word and covenant of 
0D, than upon ſweet ſenſations of the ſoul, which in times of trial 
and temptation are often wanting. | 


How oft have fin and Satan Rrove [| Hope is my anchor firm and firong, _ 

To rerid my ſoul from thee, my Gov ? While tempeſts blow, and billows riſe, 

But everlaſting is thy love, | The Goſ JE : 
„ pel bears my ſpirits up 

And Jesvs ſeals it with his blood, | A faithful and unchanging Gor 

Amidſt temptations ſharp and ſtrong, Lays the foundation of my hope, . 


My ſoul to this dear refuge flies; 1 Ig oaths, and promiſes, and blcods 


15 FEB. 


46 
THE RE is a river, the ſtreams whereof fhall make glad the city of Gov, 
Gov is in the midſt of her, ſhe ſhall not be moved, PSALM xlvi. 4, 5. 


Ve are of Gov, little children, and have overcome them; becauſe greater is ht 


that is in you, than he that is in the world, 1 Joux iv. 4. PSALM cx. 2. re 


Z ECU. ii. 5. 


Trve chriſtians in a right ſpirit ſtill are ſubje& to temptations from ful 


within and without, but watching unto prayer they do not fall by them, 


On the contrary, as temptations are great helps to diſcover their hid- po. 


den infirmitics, and ſtir them up to be more cautious, ſerious and faith- 
ful, they are followed and rewarded with great and glorious victories; Nadel 
conſequently are fo far from being half a fall, that they rather ſerve toiſh,.. 
keep believers from falling. What reaſon have we then to be afraid 
of temptations, ſince every one carries a new bleſſing along with it! 


Ixsus, lover of my ſoul, 
Let me to thy boſom fly; 
While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempeſt ſtill is high; 


Hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 
Till the form of life is paſt, 

Satc jnto the haven guide, 

Q 1eccive my ſoul at laſt! 


Other refuge have I none; and 
Hangs my helpleſs ſoul on thee 

Leave, ah! leave me not alone 
Still ſupper and comfort me; 


All my tiuſt on thee is ſtay'd, 

All my help from thee I bring; 
Cover my defenſeleſs head, | 
With the ſhadow of thy wing. 


16 FEB. | C47) 


. E T not fin reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſts 
thereof, Refaft the devil, and he will flee from you, Rom. vi. 12. James 

iv. 7. | | 
A CERTAIN city _ ſtrongly beſieged by a potent enemy, which 
+ Wholfing out long, was brought to extreme want; no hope of relief 
appeared; famine and ſword, the two ſad concomitants of war, attend- 

ed; the poor inhabitants, at their wits end, entered into a ſerious con- 
ſultation what was beſt to be done for their mutual ſafety; the reſult 
whereof was this, that there ſhould be a conſiderable number of dead 
bodies, of which they had great plenty in the ſtreets, claſped up in 
armour, and ſet upon the walls in the {till time of night; thereby 
deſigning to apprize the enemy that ſome freſh ſupplies had been 
brought to their aſſiſtance: which fell out accordingly ; the enemy 
as amazed, the ſiege was raiſed, the city relieved. This diſtreffed 

ity is the ſoul of man; the potent enemy laying before it is the devil, 
hat great commander in chief over all ſuch regiments as the world 
and the fleſh can poſſibly raiſe for his ſervice; and what courſe mult 
he poor ſoul take in ſuch a caſe? Surely no other, but conſultation 
irſt had with Gov in prayer, to ſet out its dead and mortified lults 
nd affections; and then, no doubt, the devil, upon the fight thereof, 


vill quit the place, and no more adventure his whole ſtrength to 
v little purpole, 1 


17 FEB. ( 48 ) 
AND Cop ſaid, Let us make man in our image, after our kkengfs, 


GEN. i. p 


Tuis image of Gop, in which man was created, conſiſted in that natural perfec- 
tion, and thoſe moral endowments, in which he was made, and in which he bears 
ſome reſemblance of his all-perfect Maker. It conſiſts in that ſpiritual, rational, 
and imthortal ſoul, reſembling the nature of Go p, and in thoſe faculties 6f under- 
ſtanding, will, and active powers, reſembling the natural perfeQions of the Deity, 
with which the human ſoul was endowed, His body too had then ſome ſignatures 
of the divine perfection, in majeſty and immortality, that raifed it far above the 
brutes ; and, as far as it was capable, made it reſemble G o Db. But the ewm- 
pleating, and Ciſtinguifhing part of the divine image upon mar, was thoſe moral en. 
dowments of perfect knowledge, entire rectitude, and univerſal holineſs, with Which 
the human underſtanding, will, and affetions wete created and adorned, in which 
the ſoul of man bore a meſt ſtriking reſemblande to the moral perfettions of the 
Gop that made it, St Paul affirms, when he tells us, that if we would recovet 
this (ieine image, that fn hath fo miſerably defared, we muſt be © renewed in know- 
& ldge after the image of him that created us; and put on the new man, which 
« afiecGop is created in righteouſneſs and true holineſs, Cor, iii. 10. Er k. iv, 


24. See, reader, in TiTvs it; 11-15, an epitome of Cnr1+t's falvation both is 
thee and for thee, | 


18 FEB. ( 49 ) 
THE Lon p preferoes the fimple; I was brought low, and he ieiged me, 


FSALM CXV1 6. 


He who walks in godly ſimplicity and humility, accounting his own infirmities al- 
ways the greateſt, will beſt be preſerved from being puffed up and fifted by the enemy of 
ſouls, And ſurely nothing ſhould humble us more than juſtification by free grace. 
The more we conſider and carefully cheriſh that, the more this fimple, child-like, quiet 
temper will increaſe : for ſince there is nothing in ourſelves which can be ecpended upon, 
but all muſt be freely received from Caxr1sT : this, at the ſame time cutting off all vain 
boaſting, brings us low, ſettles our peace on CR Is T, who is our all, and is ſure enough 
to be reſted upon, 

It is only from thee, O my dear Saviour, I can learn true ſimplicity : teach me there- 
m fore to turn mine eyes, not upon others, but upon myſelf. Humble me to the uttermoſt, 
and faſhion me after thy own mind, that I may be careful to avoid eyery thing that is 
contrary to love, Keep me, O my light, from all ſelf-dependence and ſelf-conceitedneſs ; 
ich bridle my carnal reaſon, and pull down all vain imaginations, Grant that my eye may 
the be fixed only vpon that one thing needful, which laſts eternally ; and that in all my words, 
eds, and geſttites, I may always reſemble the fimp!icity, innocence, fidelity, and love of 
* a little cHlld, MA r r. xiii. 3. f | 
OW N 


Rich grace, free grace, moſt ſweetly ealls; | Tis grace each day that feeds our ſouls; 
Directly come who will; Grace keeps us inly poor, 

Juſt as you are; ſor CnRIüS T receives And Oh! that nothing elſe but grace 

Poor helpleſs ſinners ſtill. May rule for — 


19 Fes. 3 


HE Lonp is my ſſiehlierd, I ſhall not want, Ps A Lu xxiii. 1. He ſays 

it himſelf, I am come that they might have life, and that they might have 

it more abundantly. I give unto them eternal life, and they ſhall never periſh, 
either ſu all any pluck them out of my hands, JOHN x. 10, 28. 


Tur Lord being my ſhepherd alſo, what can I then want? No- 
thing that is really good for me. The ſenſe of it may ſometimes be 
wanting; but even this want is the beginning of a greater fulneſs, 
and certainly warks for my good. It ſtirreth me up to pray more 
earneſtly : and thus my wants drive me to the green paſtures, and to 
the brooks of freſh waters, even to my good ſhepherd, whois himſelf 
the beſt food, and the ſpring of living water. | 


My ſhepherd is the living Lox ; | My wand" ring feet his ways miſtake, *. 
Now ſhall my wants be well ſupply'd ; But he reftores my ſoul to peace z 
His p:ovidence and holy word, And leads me for his mercy's ſake, 


Become my ſafety and my guide, In the fair path of righteouſneſs, 
In pſtures where ſalvation grows * | Tb I walk thro' the gloomy. vale, 
He makes me fe:*, he makes me reſt ; Where death and all its terrors are, 


There living water gently flows, My beart and hope ſhall never fail, 
And all the tuvd's divinely bleſt. | Fo: Gop my ſhephere's with me these. 


20 FER. (38-3 
cans” & E everlaſting goſpel — RE. xiv. 6. 


Tut goſpel is properly called “ glad tidings,” ſor theſe reaſons: 
We are polluted with the filth of fin; in it is opened a fountain for 
lin and unclcanneſs.-The way to heaven is blocked up by our fins ; 
it reveals a new and living way through the fleſh of CuRIST. We 
are impriſoned debtors by multiplied tranſgreſſions ; it ſhews that a 
1 che moſt ineſtimable, has been paid to diſcharge us. We have 

y nature hard, ſtrong, and impenitent hearts; in it is promiſed an 
heart of fleſh,—We can of ourſelves do nothing ; it ſhews that through 
Cuxisr we can do all things. We feel that we are liable to err and 
backſlide; it declares that Gop will ſcourge us till we return to him, 
but not take his loving kindneſs from agen 18 know that we are liable - 
to many calamities ; 1t-teaches us, that they ſhall all work together 
for our good, We ſee that we are dying creatures; by it we are al- 
ſured that we have a forerunner in heaven, and an eternal habuation 
vith Gop in glory, Loxv, ſend abroad and blels this goſpel. 


SALVATION |! let the echo fly And all the armies of the ſky 303 
The ſpacious earth around; Conſpire to raiſe the ſound, 


4 2 


21 FEE. 1 
3 profeſs that they how Gov, but in works they deny him, T1tvs 
1. 


Turgx is a profeſſion of a ſpecial kind, which in its own nature is expoſed to re- 
proach in the world; © they that will live godly in CR IST JIxsus ſhall ſuffer per- 
«+ ſecuticn,”” There is a being in CRIS T, and not living godly ; for there are branches 
in the vine by profeſſion, that bring forth no fruit; men that have not one drop of the 
Spirit of the witneſs of CnRIS T, which torments the men of the earth, But they that 
will live godly, that is, engage in a profeſſion, that ſhall on all occaſions, and in all in- 
ſtances manifeſt the power of it, they ſha]l ſuffer. perſecution, We ſee many every diy 
keep up a profeſſion, but ſuch a proſeſſion as will not provoke the world. Now this h. 
to be aſhamed of the goſpel, to be aſhamed of the power and glory of it, to be aſhamed 
of the Authcr of it. No man can put Jxsus Cna1smT to greater ſhame than by . profel- 
ſing the goſpel, without ſhewing the power of it, Pa1L, iii, 18. Rev, xi. 10, Then 
can be no more vile and ſordid hypocriſy, than for any to pretend unto inward habitul g., 
ſanctification, while their lives are barren in the fruits of righteouſneſs and obedience, 
Reader, of all dangers in profeſſion, beware of a cuſtomary, traditional, or docttini Hr. 
owning of goſpel truths, without an experimental acquaintance with the reality an pe 
efficacy of them, ſour “ all ſuch will have their portion where is wailing and gnaſhi 
of teeth.“ 


22 FEB. | 18 


Ill put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy feed and her 
feed ; 2 l ul f thy head, and thou ſhalt bruiſe his heel, GEN. iii. 15. 


TrovGn this is true of the animal ſerpent, yet it has a particular reſpe& to the old 
ſerpent, the devil; and implies, that however he and the woman had been combined 
againſt Gov, their friendſhip ſhould ſoon iflue in the greateſt enmity between each other, 
and eſpecially between their ſeed. By the ſeed of the woman” is to be underſtood 


Cunts the Saviour; not excluding his friends and followers jn»every age of the world. 


This prediction of a Saviour, ſignified to our firſt parents theſe four things. 1. That 
he promiſed Saviour was not to be the man's, but the woman's ſeed, or born of a virgin. 
That he was to be a man, by that expreſſion, © Thou ſhalt bruiſe 5.5 heel.“ 3. That 

he ſhould break the head of the ſerpent, or deſtroy his power and dominion over mankind; 
nd puniſh him, and all his votaries, with an utter deſtruction. And, 4. That in aches 
o our Saviour's doing ſo, he muſt have his own heel, or human nature, that loweſt part 
df his mediatory perſon, bruiſed by the ſerpent, or e and put to death by the 


evil and his emiſſaries. This was the firſt intimation of a Saviour, that was made to the 
orld, It was made to the ſerpent, for his immediate confuſion, Made in the preſence 


f our firſt parents, and before their ſentence was pronounced, to inſpire them with the 
lopes of pardon and life, and with a ſenſe of the diſtinguiſhing mercy of Gop to them, 


nd before he denounced ſo much as any temporal puniſhment, animated them with the | 


pes of eternal redemption, 
v3 


23 FEB. 3 
II E Lok do that which ſeems him good, 2 S aM. x. 12. 


A Cukisriax ſtill ſcels the motion of ſelf-will, and conſequently 
of {in in his heart. And if it be aſked, How can CnxisT and fin 
dwell together in one hcait ? The anſwer is; As a king and rebels in 
one kingdom or town. He does not agree or correſpond with them, 
but ſubdues them, and maintains peace. But where ſelf-will has the 
dominion, there is nothing but trouble and confuſion ; for unſanttified 
paſſions and a bad conſcience not only are inward tortures, but often 
turn our great diladvantage, even in worldly affairs ; whereas m 
the blood of CR SH we have a good conſcience, abundance of peace, 
and can be content and happy in the moſt indiflerent outward cit- 
cumſtances. | 

Take great heed therefore, O my dear Chriſtian, never to be led by thy own ſpirit, 
wer? it even in ſuch things as ſecm to bring glory to Gon, if it is not of his vwn appoint- 
ment, Our hearts ſometimes are very ceceitiuly defirous of what pleaſes ourſelves, while 
we pretend to ſeek Gop's glory; and were we not croſſed in theſ: our defigns, the 
wonld prove a great burden to our life. Bleſſed is he, who not only prays with his lips, 
but is heartily willing alſo that nothing but the will of the Lon Þ ſhould be done in ever) 
thing. It is he alone that underſtauds what may be good or dangerous to our ſpiritual ot 
temporal circumſtances. We being often blinded and drawn by our luſts, are too much 
inclined to chooſe at random what would be perhaps moſt detrimental, 

SAVIOUR, to my heart be near, Guard my weakneſs by thy grace, 

Exerciſe the Shephe:d's care; | Let me feel a conſtant peace. 


24 FEB. 1 


HE Lord will regard the prayer of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their 
prayers, PSALM cii. 17. They looked unto him, and were liglitened; and 
their faces were not aſhamed, PSALM xxxiv. 5. See alſo the inſtance of the 
woman of Canaan, Marr. xv. 21—28. And what Curtis ſays, 


Lokk xi. 5—1g. and Chap. xviii. 18. Likewiſe of a toſſed veſſel, 
MATT, viii. 24 —27. 


- 


Tux load of outward and inward affliction is not always prayed 
away With a ſew words, or in a few days. Sometimes it is neceſſa 
even to wreſtle with Gop, and be very inſtant too; how elfe could 
faith and patience be exerciſed ! If therefore the trials are ſharp and 
laſting, it is not to weaken our faith; but to ſtir us up to be more in- 
ſtantly zealous in prayer, and the right uſz of the word of Gop : and 
by this means, to be ſo much more gloriouſly delivered and ſtrength- 
enced in faith: for whatever Gop ſends upon us, it is not for the leſ- 
ſening, but for the increaſe of our faith. 


Go is the refuge of his ſaints, Convu}fions ſhake the ſolid world, 
When ficrms of ſharp diſtreſs invade ; | Our faith ſhall never yield to fear. 
Ere we can offer our complaints, 


1 * wor Loud may the troubled ocean rore 
Behold him preſent with his aid, ns 2 our ſouls abide ; , 
Let mountains from their ſeats be hurl'd | While ev'ry nation, ev'ry ſhore, 


Doyen to the deep, and buried there; 


Trembles, and dreads the ſwelling tide, 
| z 4. 


25 FEB. 636 

IDuell in the kigh and holy place, with him alſo that is of a contrite and 
humble fpurit ; to revive the ſpirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of 

the contrite ones. For I will not contend for ever, neither will I be always 

wroth : for the ſpirit ſhould fail before me, and the fouls which I have made 


Is A. Ivii. 15, 16. 


5 < 

To inſiſt too much upon the ſenſible joy of faith, might produce a hl * 
wrong joy, and make weak fouls weaker till. Many a E Chri- 
tian's heart is like a bottle of a very narrow paſſage, which can re- 
ceive the dew of heavenly comfort only by little drops. But doſt i * 
thou feel thyſelf quite naked, and void of all good? CHRIST will ſurely Wi ” 
cover thee with the robe of righteouſneſs. Go entirely out of thylell, Wi * 
looking only to him for every thing; and whatever gifts of joy, peace i ® 
and boliveks, may be given thee, truſt not to them, but to Curr Ml 


alone, This will make thee ſure, and keep thy heart at reſt, 1 
| ; th 

Thus ſaith the high and lofty One, The humble ſpirit and contrite ſe 

I fit upon my holy throne ; | Is an abode of my delight. Io 


My name is Gop; 1 dwell on high; 
Dwell in my own Eternity, 


But I deſcend to worlds below, 
On earth I have manſion too: 


The humble ſoul my words revive ; in 
I bid the mourning ſinner live; th 
Heal all the broken hearts I find, 
I And caſe the ſorrows of the mind. 


26 FEB. ( $55 ) *4 


LCN. thy favour thou haſt made my mountain to lend ſtrong; * 
didft hide thy face and I was troubled, PSALM xxx, 7. 


Sxx, my ſoul, in this vers, a picture of thine own experience; how much art thou 
and David alike! When I look up to heaven, how often do I ſee the ſun both ſhine 
and ſet? When I look down into myſelf, how often do 1 fee my comforts riſe and fall ? 
One while I am upon mount Tabor, and have a glance of heaven; another while I lie 
in the valley of Bochim, weeping becauſe I haye loſt fight of my heavenly country, Jo- 
ſhua's long day is many times turned into Pauf s ſad night, When Gop would quicken 
my affections, he gives me a glance of heaven, that ſo I might be in love with what J ſee; 
when I begin to bleſs myſelf, and reſt in my happy privileges, he draws a vail over the 
bright viſion, that I may. reſt in nothing but himſelf, nar lothe what I fo greatly love. 
He ſuffers my happineſs here to be imperfect, that ſo I may be preſſing on to that place 
where I ſhall be perfectly happy for ever. Log», when thou ſheweſt thyſelf, let me loue 
thee z when my mountain ſtands ſtrong, let me praiſe thee 3 when thou withdraweſt thy- 
ſelf, let me follow thee 3 when thy countenance is hid, let me ſtill believe that thou 
loveſt me; under all my changes here, let my ſoul be always breathing, panting, long- 
ing, and reaching after thee, till I ſhall ſo perfectly enjoy thee, that 1 may never loſe 
thee more, Amen, | 


2 - = — — — — 


27 FEB. 11 


AT A N has defired to have you, that he may ſiſt you as wheat ; but I ha! 
prayed for thee, that thy fauth fail not, Lux E xxii. g1, 32. Yet ſka! 


not the leaſt grain fall upon the earth, Auos ix. 9. For, I will keep the Will | 
from the hour of temptation, Rx v. iii. 10. / 
SOMETIMES we may imagine ourſelves to be divinely convinced o / 


the will of Gop, both by ſeeming outward providences and inward 
perſuaſions of faith; and yet it is poſſible that the fiftings of Satan are 
at the bottom; however, the Loxp will overrule him at laſt, and 
order all things to the beſt for his people. May the Loxo make u 
watchful againſt our own ſpirit, and againſt the evil one, eſpecial]; a 
when he is transformed into an angel of light, that it may not be ia 
his power to ſiſt us ſo as to gain an advantage over us by our liſter- 


ing to his inward ſuggeſtions, or yielding to his ſubtil temptations. c 
In vain the baffled prince of hell | And to his heav'nly kingdom keep . 
His curſed pre jects tries; | This feeble ſoul of mine. | 
We that were doom' d his endleſs ſlaves, 1 N 
* : op is my everlaſting aid | 
Are rais'd above the Ric, And hell ſhail — in vain ; 
Jesus the LozD ſhall guard me ſafe | To Him be higheſt glory paid, 


From ey'ry ill deſigu; And cndle's praiſe, Amen. 


28 FEB. ( 59 ) 


HOSE adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the 

hair, and of wearing of gold, &c. But let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corrupt ible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
ſbirit, whach is in the fight of Gop of great price, 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. Tn reſt 
ſhall ye be ſaved, in quietneſs and confidence ſhall be your ſtrength, ISA1an 
xxx. 15. 


ws 


A CnnrnsTIAN'S beſt accoutrements and feſtival clothes in which he daily celebrates 
his ſabbath, is called, Cor. iii, 10, 12, 14. The new man, bowels of mercies, kind- 
« neſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering, and, above all, charity.“ Theſe 
are our ornaments. we ſhall be dreſſed and adorned with. What doſt thou adorn. moſt, 
Body or Soul? (O thou meek and quiet Lamb of Gov, juſtly I bluſh before thee, when 
* 1 conſider my impatience, though I am never innocent, like thee. * I humbly beſeech 
© thee to forgive me theſe my tranſgreſſions, ſince thou haſt made ſufficient atonement 
for all by thy meritorious filence, But deliver me from this choleric, hot, and peeviſh 
„ temper-alſo;z and give me grace in all inward and outward troubles, to have that long- 
© forbearing mind which was in thee, Make me daily more and more like a lamb ; that 
* on all occaſions, grievous or joyful, I may be duly compoſed, and ſhew that excellent 
** heavenly ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit, not in many words, but in reality and 
power. Amen.“ 6 


Giver of concord, Prince of peace, O let us find the ancient way 
Meck, lamb-like Son of Gop ! . Our wond'ring foes to move; 
Bid our unruly paſſions ceaſe, And force the heathen world to ſay, 


And quench them with thy blocd, 6+ See how theſe Chriſtians love!“ 


i MARCH. ( 60 ) 


RUST thou in the Loxp, and do good; fo fhalt thou dwell the land, 
and verily thou ſhalt be fed, PSALM xxxvii. g. 


By the grace of Gov, juſtice and equity ſhall be the pillars 1 will make uſe of to 
ſupport my fortune in the world, and not favour and intereſt ; and when thoſe are too 
weak to uphold it, let it take its chance; and I hope I ſhould be able to take the ſame 
courſe if my life were under the {ame cixcumfances ; for I had much rather Joſe my right 
or my life by another man's injuſtice, than obtain the one or preſerve the other by any 
baſe purſuit, or unworthy application of my own ; nor ſhall I ever value, or ſeek for any 
favour but that of my Gov, to whom he that has grace enough to commit himſelf, his 
ſoul, and his evexlaſting concerns, may with great ſecurity commit his fortune, and all 
worldly matters. Lon b, enable me to be continually doing good; let me live in this 


world as a probationer for eternity; let me not be envious -againſt the evil-doers;z nor 


ever repine at thy previdence ; let the light afforded me in this pfalm enable me to read 
in thy book of providence, and well conſider the end both of the righteous and of 
the wicked, that my judgment may be well formed, and my conduct uniformly 
agreeable to thy will: diſpoſe of me and mine according to thine own pleaſure ; and 
whatever elſe may fail me, ſupport my faith in thy 1 word, L and grace, till | 
come eternally to enjoy thee, | 


2 MARCH. „ 


BROAD ũ the way that leadeth to deſtruftion, and many there be which 
go in thereat: But, narrow ts the way which teadeth unto life, and few 
ere be that find it, Marr. vii. 19, 14. 


Tuis ſounds too harſh in the ears of the old man, who would not 
have the law made uſe of in theſe goſpel- times, either to the converted 
or unconverted; and yet to the old man the law, and not the goſpel, 
properly belongs. St Paul, that great preacher oſ the goſpel, made ul of 
the law to rouſe unconverted Felix from his ſecurity, Acrsxxiv. 2g. and 
to warn the converted Romans from falling into it again, Rox. viii. 1g. 

Which way doſt thou walk ? examine thyſelf. Is it the narrow 
way ? art thou quite ſure of it? venture not to go on any further at 
random, It is matter of great conſequence; it thou wilt be ſafe, 
try better for it; thou mayeſt eaſily be deceived. Alas! thou art 
lurely in the broad way to deſtruction, if thou {till loveſt and att con- 
formed to the world. Art thou but indifferent with regard to the 
things of Gop, reliſhing more the vanities, pleaſures, companies, 
treaſures, and honours of this world ? Thou art not in the gobd 
narrow way that leads unto life. O conſider this well, and ſton ſhort, 
beſore it is too late, and thou drop into the bottomleſs pit of perdition. 


Strait is the way, the door is ſtrait, "Tis but à few What end tee gale, 
That leads to Joys on high ; While Crow! mitte 2nd 412, 


3 MaRcn. 18 


ARON fhall bear the names of the children of Tfrae! in the breaft-plat 
of judgment, upon his heart, when he goeth into the holy place, for a me- 


morial before the LorD continually ; and thou ſhalt put into the breaſt-plate "if 
udgment the Urim and Inummim, namely, light and integrity, . xo nus 


XXV111. 29. | 


Now am I, faith the believer, for ever in gracious remembrance with 
Gop, fince my great High-prieſt and Advocate, Cukxisr Jr svs, bears 
my name continually before him on his heart. Whenever I am trou- 
bled about my fins, his powerful mediation will ſurely plead mercy 
for all my tranſgreflions, and ſupply my wants abundantly. Gop not 
denying him any thing, I can through him continually be heard and 
obtain grace; for he makes perpetual interceſſion for me in heaven, 
by which all my prayers at all times, and even now, are ſanctified, 
and eng to the Father, who heareth him always. O! who 


would not ſend up his petition to heaven in faith ! 

Now may our ;oyful tongues | The Father lays his thunder by, ite, 
Our Maker's honour fing ; | And looks, and ſmiles, and Ives. unn 

Iss us the Prieſt, receives our ſongs, Mo Gor ob. 

By y vengeance now 

Ana bears then oP the King. No burning wrath comes down; ent 

Before his Father's eye | If juſtice calls for finners* blco3, hom 
Our humble ſuit he moves; The Saviour ſhew; his own, , 


MARCH. (589 ) 9 
F any man will come after me, let him deny hamfelf, Lux ix. 23. 


Dotxc this, all the reſt will be eaſy; if we know that we are 
othing, are unworthy of every thing, and have nothing of our own, 
e can loſe nothing. We have no property, ſince we are but 
ewards of the Loxd. We have no honour or ſhame of our own, 
fter the manner of the world: this being our only honour, if God 
 olorified, and our only ſhame, if he is diſhonoured by us. The 
lory of Gor we muſt have at heart, and in his cauſe be like lions. 
ut in our own cauſe, like lambs. Therefore when we are croſſed 
things which do not concern the glory of Gop, and the real | | 
four neighbour, but our own intereſt, and are unwilling to ſuffer 
ny thing, we ſhall miſcarry, and be involved in greater troubles : 
but denying ourſelves, we ſhall loſe only a good deal of vexation; 
nd inſtead of this, receive CurisT, with all his ſpiritual and tem- 
oral bleflings, as far as we want them; which alone can make us 
neariul and happy. But whoſoever defires to pleaſe the world in its 
ſte, © with his ſingularities,” ſeeking himſelf and his own glory, 
innot be a follower of Cuklsr in this, and have baldneſs towards 
ob. And how will it be with them in the hour of death and judg- 
ent? By this every one, learned or unlearned, may try themſelves: 
hom do they pleaſe; Gop, or the world? | 


„ ws Aa. F —_ 


5 MARCH. ( 64 ) 
UNT you which believe he is precious, 1 PETER ii. 7. 


Rax, put theſe few follow ing queſtions to thine own heart, as in the pteſenct 
of Gop; if thou canſt anſwer them affirmatively, doubt not thy real intereſt in him, 
and in his great ſalvation, Is the Lord Irsuvs CnxsT precious to me, as he is to a 
that believe? Once he was to me without form or comelineſe, and 1 ſaw no beauty 
in him; is he now to me the chiefeſt of ten thouſands, yea, altogether lovely? Dol 
behold an infinite amiableneſs and glory in his perſon, a trauſcendent excellency in h- 
righteouſneſs, an inexbauſted fulneſs in his grace, and aa heaven of bappineſe in bu 
love? Do I eſteem him above every name, love him above every creature and thing 
and value an intereſt in him before ten thouſand worlds? Is the language of my ſoul 
„None but Cana is r, none but Cuats r?“ „ Whom have I in heaven but thee? 
« and there is none upon earth that I defire beſides thee,” Is all the world, all that 
is admired in it, efteemed by me as dung, and beheld with the ęteateſt contemy!, 
when compared with a glorious CnRIS r, the raviſhing. ſweetneſs of his love, and the 
unſearchable riches of his grace, Do I with nothing fo ardenitly, ſeek nothing 0 
diligently, and rejoice in nothing fo greatly, as to win CizisT, and be found 1 An 
im? — Be this my portion !—and can I ſay, I want, I wiſh, I aſk no more ? At 

| =; | | Thi 


H MARCR. ( 65 ) 


(JP ON thy right hand did ſtand the queen in gold of Ophir. The king's 
daughter is all glorious within, her clothing is wrought gold. Hearken, O 
aughter, and confider, and incline thine ear. Forget alſo thine own people 
ind thy Father's houſe, ſo ſhall the King greatly deſire thy beauty : for he is thy 
Loxp, and worſhip thou him, PSALM xlv. 1012, 14. 
Ossx RVE, O my foul ! that thy celeſtial Bridegroom does not require 
any ornament, merit, worthineſs and beauty of thy own : no, he will 
vaſn thee himſelf with his blood, he will adorn thee and make thee 
truly amiable to himſelf and to his Father. O ſweet and eternal truth ! 
He has loved and waſhed me alſo from my fins in his own blood!“ 
e has, and I have in him a more than angelical beauty. O the un- 
peakable fairneſs of this bridegroom and his ſpoule ! hy fhould 1 
not cleave to him alone, and love him above all others ? 


9...» 


The King of ſaints, how fair his face, He forms her beauties like his own 
Adorn'd with majeſty and grace He calls and ſeats her near his throne ; 
He comes with bleſſings from above, Fair ſlranger, let thine heart forget 
And wins the nations to his love ! The idols of thy native ſtate. 

At his right hand our eyes be hold So ſhall the King the more rejoice 

The queen, array'd in pureſt gold; In thee the fav'rite of his choice; 

The world admires her heav'nly dreſs, Let him be lov'd and yet ador'd, 


Her robe of joy and righteouſneſs, For He's thy * and thy Lon, 


7 MARck. ( 66 ) 


THEY that are CunisT's have crucified the fleſh, with the luſts and af- 
fections thereof, GAL. v. 24. 


ALTHovucn the fleſh is alive ſtill, and frequently ſtirs, yet it can. 
not fulfil its defires, becauſe it is faſtened to the croſs : With the cru- 
cifying of the fleſh we have to do as long as we live. This is the croſs 
| we are to take up daily, and which either prevents many outwatd 

croſſes, or at lealt yields great comfort under them. The croſs my 
| an extraordinary good means to experience the ſweetneſs of the wor 
of God, thou wA always be ready and prepared for it, O my foul. 
| And if none comes from without, take care to break thy own will in 
| every thing. Painful and hard as this may ſeem to be at firſt, yet it 


will certainly very ſoon grow eaſier, and be matter of real joy. Bleſſ- 
ing and peace will attend thy ways and fteps, that thou fhalt glorify 
God for having been reſigned and guided, not by thy own, but his 
ood will and pleaſure, Self-will, on the other hand, creates nothing 
ut vexation, trouble and uneaſineſs. It is puniſhed by itſelf, deprives 
us of all real bleſſings; and therefore deſerves, and is beſt to be broke 
and crucifed in its firſt motions, | | 


Still I feel a fleſhly part, | Break, O break this heart of Nowe 3 | 
Much corrvptien-in my heart; Form it for thy uſe alone; | 
Oh] Ll am very vile indeed, Bid each vanity depart; 


Of thy blood I ſure have need. Build thy temple in my heart, 


—— — — — — - 


S MARCH. EN bo 


ND the Lord had reſbect unto Abel, and to lis offering ; but unto Cain, 
and to has offering, he had not reſpect, Gx N. iv. 4, 5. 


HERE are two brothers bringing each of them an oblation to the Loxp, Cain, as an 


s Wb:ndman, brought of the produce of the ground he cultivated ; Abel, as a ſhepherd, 
rd ome of the firſtlings of his flock, with the fat of them; conſequently both believed there 
, Gov that made the world, and was to be worſhipped ; and yet one was accepted, 
T he other re}. ted, Cain's ſacrifice was wholly euchariſtical, or a thank-offering to Gov, 
Al. er the blefiings of his providence, Abel's was not only of the euchariſtic, but of the 


in zpiat ry kind; and while it was an exprefſion of gratitude for the bleſſings of providence, 
it vas allo typical of the atonement by Cx 18, and expreſſive of his hope of redemption * 
. brough him. But what made the chief difference between them was, that Cain pre- 
ify ted his offering while his heart was withheld, and without faith in Cux 1sT, ſo was of 


he wicked one: Abel brought both his perſon and ſacrifice an offering to the Logo D; 

e preſented his oblation, and performed the other parts of worſhip with faith in Go bo 
id the promiſed Saviour; and with ſincerity, humility, and love: thus Gor had reſpect 
d him, and his . offering ; accepted firſt his perſon as juſtified, then his offering ; but 
aber the perſon nor offering of Cain found acceptance with Gop, Reader, mark the 
ſference; by this Abel ſpeaks to thee: Art thou in a ſtate of acceptance with God by 
th in IZaus? 15 thy whole dependence for pardon and life on CHa ISH crucified? 
jolt thou obey from a principle of love? Then thou Malt be bleſſed with rightegus Abel 
tre and for ever, F 2 


| 


Y MARCH. 1 5 


N that day ſhall the prieſt make an atonement for you to cleanſe you, thi 

ye may be clean from all your fins before the Lox o. It ſhall be a faba 
of reſt unto you, and ye ſhall aſlict your fouls by a ſtatute for ever. The | 
of the fleſh. is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar, to 
an atonement for your ſouls, for it is the blood that maketh an atonement | 
the ſoul, LEV. xvi. go, 51. Chap, xvii. 11, | 


Our great day of atonement is that on which Cux ist ſhed his blood for us ont 
croſs, and thereby made atonement for us. Now if it was neceſſary for the Iſraelites j 
afflict their ſouls, and chaſtiſe their bodies on their great day of atonement, how mus 
more ought we to pray for humility and repentance, as the evidence of our intereſt in f 
propitiation made by CHRIST Jxsus? And as they abſtained from all labour on tit 
day, when the high prieſt alone was employed, ſo ſhould we abſtain from all our fw 
works; and particularly from all ſelf-ſufficiency of righteouſneſs ; and ſeele our falyat 
only in the meritorious blood of atonement ſhed by our High-prieſt ; for the life of « 
ſouls is in the blood of Jesus, O my Redeemer, may I, with an afflicted ſoul, e 
ſeek my atonement, life and ſalvation in thy blood and death; and may I lie down: 
riſe up, in full confidence that I am pardoned through thy blood, | 


Father, Gop, who ſeeſt in me To that full atonement made, 
Only fin and miſery, To that utmoſt ranſom paid. 
See thine own anointed One, Hear his blood's 21: 

| prevailing cry ; 
Look on thy beloved Son! Let thy bowels then reply ; 
Torn from me thy glorious eyes, Then through him the ſinner ſee ; 
To that bloody ſacrifice, Then in JI Es us look on me. 


10 MARCH. 6 60 ) 
BY the grace of Cop I am what I am, 1 CoR. xv. 10. 


Be this my motto, both as to my natural and ſpiritual life ; how elſe 
i eould I have exiſted at all? Had not ſoreknowledge planned, and 
# wiſdom contrived, and power put every atom together, and fixed my 
ſcene of action, I had never been here. Nor is this Gop of grace leis 
| to be ſeen in every motion of my ſoul towards him: had not every 
ſpring been in him, this table on which I lean had felt as much bias 
toward him as I. The firſt check of conſcience, the firſt thrill of fear, 
che firſt view of guilt, the farſt tear of penitence, were all his own : 
"F the firſt drawings of the Spirit, the firſt ſight of Cuzrsr, the firſt 
dawn of hope, were all his on; every ſucceeding ſtep in the path 
of duty, every attainment in grace, every victory over the world and 
ww fin, every evidence and token of the ſafety of my cverlaſting ſtate, 
and every ſweet interval of communion I have had with him, were {till 
ill his own ; and the laſt labour of love, the laſt act of faith, and con- 
queſt over ſin, death and hell, together with an admiſſion into eternal 
glory, muſt and ſhall be all his own likewiſe. The ſpring is Love ; 
the mean is Car1sr H; the footing firm, © the headſtone ſhall be brought 
* forth with ſhoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it;“ and grace 
ſhall be crowned with everlaſting glory. | 


r 3 


11 MARCH. 1 


TH E love of CnRISTH conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that if one di 

for all, then were all dead; and that he died for all, that they who lit 
ſhould not henceforth live unto themſelves, but unto him who died for them qu 
roſe again, 2 COR. v. 14, 13. 


Ir the love and power of Cu is r ſhall conſtrain us, we muſt need 
be always meditating and relying on him and his death, This wil 
cut off all workings of our own, and make room for CHRIST to wort 
every thing in us and through us. O Lox p, may thy love on the cia 
fire my frozen heart alſo; that I may now begin to love and to prail 
thee purely and fervently, and to offer my whole life up to thee n 


an entire ſacrifice of love, . 
Ra'ſe your triumphant ſongs Now ſinners dry your tears, 

Jo an immortal tune; Let hopeleſs ſorrows ceaſe; 
Let the wide earth reſound the deeds Bow to the ſcepter of his love, 
Celeſtial grace has done, And take the offer'd peace, 

Sing how eternal love | | Load, we obey thy call; 

Its chief Beloved choſe ; | We lay a humble claim 

And bid him raiſe our wretched race To the ſalvation thou haſt brought, 
From their abyſs of wo:s, | And love and praiſe thy name, 


I 


12 M ARCH. C983 
HATSOEVER thy hand findet to do, do it with thy miglit; for” 


there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, in the grave 
whither thou goeſt, ECCLES, ix. 10. 


Tut buſineſs of life is to glorify Gop, and to work out our own falvation; all other 
concerns arg ſubordinate to theſe ; © the time is ſhort ; as the tree falleth ſo it lieth;“ 
and where death ſtrikes down, there God lays out, either for mercy or miſery : ſo that I 
may compare it to the red ſea; if 1 go in an Iſraelite, my landing ſhall be in glory, and 
my rejoicing in triumph, to ſce all mine enemies dead upon the ſea- ſhore; but if I go in 
an Egyptian, if I be on this fide the cloud, on this fide the covenant, and go in hardened 
among the troops of Pharaoh, juſtice ſhall return in its full ſtrength ; and an inundation 
of judgment ſhall overflow my ſoul for ever. Or I may compare death to the ſleep of the 
ten virgins, of whom it is (aid, * They all ſlumbered and flept ;** we ſhall all fall into 
this ſleep: Now if 1 lie down with the wiſe, I ſhall go in with the bridegroom ; but if 1 
ſleep with the foolith, without oil in my lamp, without grace in my ſoul, I have cloſed 
the gates of mercy upon me for ever. I ſee then this life is the time wherein I muſt go 
forth to meet the LoD this is the hour wherein I muſt do my work, and that the day 
wherein 1 mu{t be judged according to my works, I know not how ſoon I may fall into 
this ſleep ; therefore, Lon bp, grant that I live every day in thy fight, as I defire to appear 
the laſt day in thy preſence. 
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13 MARCH. 6 
81 Nis a reproach to any people, Prov, xiv. 4. 


B x not deceived therefore with falſe notions of faith, Where ther 
is true faith, no ſin has dominion. A man having no feeling of the 
deſperate wickedneſs of his heart, may imagine he has faith enough; 
but being once convinced of that, he ſoon perceives that it is the hardeſ 
thing in the world to believe. It requires the ſame power by which 


Cux1sT was raiſed from the dead. St Paul moſt emphatically deſcribs} 


it with fix remarkable words, Er H. i. 19, 20. How then can any ma 
think it an eaſy matter to believe? O the dreadful blindneſs and ſecy 
rity which all the world runs into! may the Loxp open their eyes! 


Loup, how ſecure my conſcience was, | Im like a helpleſs captive, ſold 
And felt no inward dread ! Under the pow'r of fin ; 

Jas alive without the Jaw, I cannot do the gooa I would, 
And thought my fins were dead. Nor keep my conſcience clean, 


My hopes of heav'n were firm and bright; | My Gor! I cry with ev'ry breath 
But ſince the precept came For ſome kind pow'r to ſave, 


With a convincing pow'r and light, | To break; the yoke A — death, 
And thus redeem the ſlave. 


1 find how vile I am, 


14 MARCH, (99) 


A T the commandment of the Lo xp the children of Iſrael journeyed, and at 

the commandment of the Log D they piiched: and in the place where the 
cloud abode, there the children of Iſrael pitched their tents. And when the cloud 
tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Iſrael kept the 
charge of the Lox p, and journeyed not, Num. ix. 18, 19. 


Tuus the ſpiritual Iſraelites; they ſhould not anticipate or under- 
take any thing from their own will, leſt confuſion and diſappointment 
ſhould encompaſs every path. The unconverted are full of their own 
will; how ſhould they ſucceed ? They are bewildered here, and run 
into perdition eternally. Sometimes the faithful may, with a good 
dehgn, when they are engaged in a good work, anticipate the will of 
Gop, and not wait for his counſel, And yet the Iſraelites journeyed 
not, though the cloud tarried many days, and they might imagine 
they were loſing time on their journey, O my Gov, grant, that in 
all things, even in my beſt ee I may be guided by thine eye, and 
wait for thy counſel with are ſigned tranquillity : may I ſpeak, or be 
ſilent, work or reſt, when and as thou wilt; then ſhall my ways be 
bleſt, and thou wilt never leave me nor forſake me. 


My Gov, the ſteps of pious men I chcoſe the path of heav'nly truth, 
Are order'd by thy will; And glory in my choice 
Tho' they ſhould fall, they riſe again, Not all the riches of the earth 


Thy hand ſupports them till, Cou'd make me ſo rejoiee, 


IS M ARCH. 1 
JN hum was life, and the life was the light of men, Joux L. 4o 


Wuartver notional knowledge men may have of divine truths 
as they are doctrinally propoſed in the ſcripture, yet if they know 
them not in their reſpect unto the perſon of Cur 1sr, as the foundation 
of the counſels of Gop; if they 7 — not how they proceed from 
him, and center in him, they will bring no ſaving, ſpiritual light unto 
their underſtandings; for all ſpiritual life and light is in him, and 
from him alone. The difference between belicvers and unbelievers, 
as to knowledge, is not ſo much in the matter of their knowledge, as 
in the manner of knowing. Unbelievers, ſome of them, may 2 
more, and be able to ſay more of Goo, his perfections and will, than 
many believers; but they know nothing as they ought, nothing in a 
right manner, nothing ſpiritually and ſavingly, nothing with an holy, 
heavenly light. The excellency of a believer is not that he hath large 
apprehenſions of things, but that what he doth apprehend, which 
may perhaps be very little, he ſees it in the light of the Spirit of 
Gov, in a faving, ſoultransforming light, And this is that which 
gives us commuinon with Gop ; and not prying thoughts, or curious 
raiſed notions, In this knowledge; Loxp, give me to increaſe every 


day. 


16 MARCH. 1 


ben that are ſtrong, ougſil to bear Uie inſirmtiies of the weak, and net 

to pleaſe ourſelves, Ro xv. 1. Con ſidering thyſelf, leſt thou alſo be 
tempted, Gat. v. 1. Who art thou, th.t judgeſt another man's fervant ? 
Rox. xiv. 4. 


ExTRAORDINARY quickenings and ſtrengtheninęs being often followed by particulat 
temptations, conflicts and ſufferings, require a particular watchfulneſe, if we would be 
earneſt not to provoke the Lon p to viſit us with fore puniſhments for our careleſſneſs, 
Fear therefore, rejoice with trembling, and ſecure thyſelf from falling, by tethpering thy 
joy with true humility and gentleneſs towards the faults of others. Be never ſo high- 
minded, O man ! at the miſcarriage of others, as to think thou wouldeſt not Jo ſo, ſhould 
it happen to be thy caſe ; for if Gop does not hold thee up himſelf, thou wilt ſurely 
make greater miſtakes, Therefore thou hadft better not look upon others, but upon 
thyſelf : and, for fear of falling, be continually watchful in prayer. A great many would 
not have fallen ſo deep, had they been truly humble and more charitable in judging of 
others. He who exalteth himſelf above others, and does not bear with the weak, is 
ſometimes humbled and debaſed under the very weakeſt of all, Bear therefore, ſince 
God, beats with thee ; And he that bears moſt with others, ſhews the greateſt ſtrength. 


Jesv, Lon p, we look to thee z Make us of one heart and mind, 
Let us in thy Name agree Courteous, pitiful and kind, 
Each to each unite, endear, Lowly, meek in thought and word, 


Come, and ſpread thy banner here, Altogether like our Los p. 


17 MARC R. 6 70 


TH art my rock and my fortreſs ; therefore for thy name's ſake lead 18 
and guide me, Ps ALM xxxi. 4. They ſhall come with weeping, and will 4 
ſupplications will I lead them: I will cauſe them to walk by the Twers of wate 
in a ſtraight way, wherein they ſhall not ſtumble ; for I am a Father to Jfrad no- 
Jex. xxxi. g. fre 
cha 
Hx that comes in this manner, will certainly be led of Gop. Now, O Loan, I 
blind, and heartily deſite alſo to be directed by thee alone in all my ways and Reps, | r 
great and little things. Suffer me never to follow my own ſpirit and natural inclinations 
whatever good appearance they may have. Be pleaſed to croſs them continually, when not 
ever they are contrary to thy will; often have I been deceived by falſe appearan er 
already; my zeal has not always been according to knowledge ; I have put natural p P 
ſion in the place thereof, and thought I was contending for the faith once delivered to Go 
ſaints, and have afterwards ſound ic no better than the effect of a party ſpirit, Be then tin 
Father to me, O Lon b, and inſtruct thy waiting child in all neceflary truths, and lead | 
in all thy righteous ways, * 
2 ſtol 
Thou art my portion, O my Gop ; Now I am thine, for ever thine ; 
Soon as I know thy way, O fave thy ſervant, Lo Rx D; He 
My heart makes haſte t' obey thy word, Thou art my, ſhield, my hiding place; 
And ſuffers no delay, My hope is in thy word, MM 
If once I wander from thy path, | Thou haſt inclin'd this heart of mine | 
I think upon my ways, Thy ſtatutes to fulfil ; Da 
Then turn my feet to thy commands, And thus till mortal life ſhall end, 


Am truſt thy pard'ning grace, | Would I perform thy will, 


18 M ARCH. 1 


HOU wilt keep him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe 
he truſteth in thee. Trufl ye in the Lord for ever : for in the Lox p Ix- 
ROVAH is everlaſting ſtrength, Is AI. XXV1. 3, 4. Let him take hold of my 


firength, that he may make peace with me, and he ſhall make peace with me, 
Chap. xxvii. 5. 


T o enjoy an undiſturbed peace, great care 1s to be taken that we do 
not look and depend upon any thing in ourſelves, ſince all is but im- 
perſe&, and ever will be ſo. We are to truſt only in the Lamb of 
Gop, which takes away the ſin of the world, to feed our fouls con- 
tinually in this goſpel of peace, and be ever watchful, faithful, quict 
and humble : for we never loſe any thing of our peace, except it is 
| ſtolen by ſome pride, or other unguarded affections. 


Hence from my ſoul, ſad thoughts, be gone, | O, what immortal joys I felt, 
5 And leave me to my joys; And raptures all divine, 
My tongue ſhall triumph in my Gop, When Jzsus told me I was His, 
Add make a joyful noiſe, And my Beloved mine, 
Darkneſs and doubts had veil'd my mind, In vain the tempter frights my ſoul, 
And drown'd my head 1n tears, And breaks my peace in vain ; 
Till fov* reign grace with ſhining rays Ore glimpſe, dear Savieur, of thy face, 
Diſpell'd my gl>omy fears, | Revives my joys again. 


\. hearing offered to Cyrus, to lay down his life for my ranſom,” At 


19 MaRcn. BY; 0 1 


x: 
Tl Y maker is thine huſband ; the Lou of hoft's is his name. The ranſom Hi 
* of the Lox d fhall return, and come to Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting j 22 
upon their heads, ISA. liv. 5. chap. xxxv. 10. — 

Wurd Cyrus took the king of Armenia, and his fon Tigranes, a 

their wives and children, priſoners, and, upon their humble ſubmiſſiog W. 
beyond all hope, gave them their liberty and their lives; in their n ght, 
turn home, as they all fell a commending Cyrus, ſome for his perſonagſ „il 
ſome for his power, ſome for his clemency, © Tigranes aſked his wk | 
What thinkeſt thou of Cyrus? Is he not a comely, and a proper ma 
of a majeſtic preſence ? Truly, ſaid ſhe, I know not what manner. 
mart he is, I never looked on him, Why, ſaid he, where were thinÞvelt 
eyes all the while? Upon whom didſt thou look ? I fixed mine eye 


faid ſhe, all the while upon him, (meaning her huſband) who in mi 


thus, it any queſtion the devout ſoul, whether ſhe be not enamoure 
with the beauty of Cherubims, Seraphims, Angels, and Saints, with tl 
2 and ſplendor of that heavenly court; her anſwer will be that 

igranes's wife, That ſhe never did ſo much as caſt a look upd 
them, becauſe her eyes were never off him, who not only offered to la 
but actually did lay down his life for her, and ranſomed her from: 
her enemies with his own blood.” * Whom ſhould ſhe have | 
heaven but him, who had none on carth but her?“ 


— 


o MARCH. 0 


| $40 U alt have no inheritance in their land, neither ſhalt thou have any 
Y part among them. I am thy part and thine inheritance, Nu us. 
| vui. 20. TE 

a 


10} Wro has and loves the Lorp JIxsus, finds unſpeakably more de- 
ght, honour and riches in him, than in all other things. Then all 
1 willingly denied for his ſake, and this denial ſprings from faith. 
* low, O Lord ! thou art my all alſo, and to draw near to thee is my 
r Feateſt happineſs. This ſhall be my treaſure and portion, that thou 
uinÞveſt me, and I deſire to love thee eternally and keep thy ſtatutes, 


YG 


un Befet with ſnares on ev'ry hand, Then let the wildeſt ſtorms ariſe, 

Au In life's uacertain path I ftand ; Let tempefis mivgle earth and ſkies; 
Ire Saviour divine! diffuſe thy light, | No fatal ſhipwreck ſha!} I fear, 

th To guide my doubtfui footieps right, | But all my treaſure with me bear, 

at £ Engage this roving treacherous heart, If thou, my I Esus, ſtill art nigh, 
POE Great Gop ! to chovie the better part; Chearful I live, and chea:ful die; 

lay To ſcora the trifles of a day, Secure, when mortal comforts flee, 

1 a For joys that none can take away, | To find ten thouſand worlds in thee, 


21 MARcH. ( 80 4% 


IKEWISE tlie Spirit alſo helpeth our infirmities, for we know not 

we ſhould pray for as we ought ; but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion þ 
ns, Rom, viii. 26. 

* Gop is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip him 

ſpirit and in truth; Gop hath many worſhippers on particular oc 
ions, who cannot be called ſpiritual worſhippers: Take, for u 
ance, the prayers af wicked men under their convictions, or the 
fears, troubles and dangers, and the prayers of believers. The fo 
mer is merely an outcry that diſtreſſed nature makes to the Goo of! 
and as ſuch alone it conſiders him; but the other is the voice of tt 
Spirit of adoption, addreſſing itſelf in the hearts of believers ur 
Gov as a Father. Wo to — 1 — of the goſpel, who ſhall be ſeduce 
to believe, that all they have to do with Gop conliſts in their atte 
ance upon moral virtue; it is fit for them ſo to do, who being wen 


of chriſtianity, have a mind to turn Pagans ; but “our fellowſhip}; 


6e with the Father, and his Son IEsus Curtst,” under the promik 
workings and interceſſion of the Spirit ; for by them alone are the lo 


of the Father, and the fruits of the mediation of the Son communicatt / 


unto us, without which we have no intereſt or comfort in them; and 
the influences of the Spirit alone are we enabled to make any ace 
table returns of obedience to Gov. To exclude the internal ope 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt, is to deſtroy the goſpel, 


22 MARC H. En -} 
E VERY man that ftriveth for the maſtery is temperate in all things e now 
they 


do it to obtain a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible, 1 Cox. 
Six, 25. For, He that overcometh jhall inherit all things, REV. xxi. 7. 


To be only an almoſt chriſtian, is a very hard thing: but to be a chriſtian altogether, 
Þ makes all eaſy and pleaſant, And ſuch as defice to have the whole CHRIS T, his whole 
*Þ falvation and all that is his, muſt needs give themſelve up to him, not only in part, but 
T wholly, according to that fundamental and moſt reaſonable rule; All for all.” And 
2s far as we deny him any thing, we make ourſelves unhappy ; but the more we are re- 
Ggned to him, the more we are fit to enjoy him and his ſpiritual bleſſings. | 
Many would ſooner be periuaded to follow Cxr1sT, if it was enough to ſerve him by 
F halves, and reſerie ſome things to themſelves, But what could that profit them? 
CirtsT will not te bargained with; and nothing more dangerous than the dividing our 
hearts between him and the world, or waiting from time to time for a more convenient 
uch ſeaſon to break through. Thus you may live many years, and be neither cold nor hot; 
eng and ſo at laſt be ſpewed out of the Lox n's mouth. Conſider this well, O ye double. minded, 
en lake warm ſouls! Chriſtianity requires great ſtriving, and overcoming all things, even our 
meſt favourite and darling luſts, Rouſe therefore thy drouſy heart; ſpare thyſelf no 
y longer ; riſe above the trifles of this world ; fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold 


10 on eternal life, whereunto thou art called. 
00 
Take away my darling fin ; Force me, Lord, with all to part; 
d Make me willing to be clean; Tear all idols from my heart ; 
0 Make me willing to receive Let thy pow'r on me te ſhewa, 


What thy gocdneſs waits to give, Take away the heart of ſtone, 


i 
' 


22 MARCH. 


A Net commandment give I unto yau, that ye laue one ave) ; ag Th 
| loved you, that ye alſo love one anatlier, JOHN xiii. g4. 


ALL the EE nos of Gop are commandments of love, tend 


— — 


(i) 


ing to our real good and great happineſs, far from being grievous uf kith 
thoſe who have faith and love; the practice thereof is life and peac this « 
The world may think it a grievous burden; but this is a great miſtakl fd 


| Indeed, Sin is. grievous. 


In hatred, envy, anger, revenge, pride work 
there is nothing but torment and ſlavery ; but in love there is a [wed 


reſt ard_pleaſure. Thus, a, ſinner always puniſhes himſelf, and i pr 


robbed of great peace and bleſſing, by tranſgreſſing the comman Mey 
ments of. Gop. And 
quiet 
. Sav10vpR, look down with pitying eyes, | With cords of love th' eld Adam bind, and 
„Oos jarting wills control; And melt him into joy. = 
Let cordial, kind. affettions riſe, v 
And knenicaize the ſoul. Ds into cloſeſt union draw, 1 
fi Ard in our inward parts A 

Sub ue in us the carnal mind, Let kindoeſs ſweetly write her law; 
. Its "__ deſtroy, | Let love command our hearts. | 7 


* 


24 MARCH. (84-13 


OY E thing is needful.. And Mary has choſen that good part, tolhach fhall 
never be taken away from her, LUKE x. 42. 


Wr muft not pretend to ſerve Gop with only going to church and doing other acts 
of outward devotion ; whilft we are dead and cold, our religion is vain, Who firſt'by 
faith ſeelæs grace from the words of CurrsT, like Mary, is ſerved by Cu 7; and 
cel this conſtrains him to ſerve Him and his neighbour readily again. It is almoſt impoſſible 

for ſuch to go on in havghtineſs, envy, hatred and diſobedience. Grace and faith will re- 

T ff it, and make them lowly, gentle, willing, obedient, active, without relying on any 
del works ef their own. 

He that obtains CR IS T, the one thing needful, receives with him all the reſt, and 
bas no more need to be troubled about many things; he being our all, we can always live 
| i happily; whereas the children of this world muſt always be cumbered and divided be- 

cen fears and hopes about their fate. In vanity we ſhall never find this good part; 
either is there any ſalvation ingthe works of the law, Faith alone takes hold of it, 

And whoever withdraws his heart and ſenſes from the noiſe and buſtle of this world, and 
quietly looks for ſalvation in the wounds of Car1sT, the bleſſed fountains of blood 
4, Land water, will certainly find it his better part, 


Which Maty choſe witk all her heart, And ſafe, and ſurely get to heav'n. 
I would purſue with heart and mind, 


| The one thing needful, that good part, | How I may have my ſins forgiv'n, 
Ant ſeek unweary'd till I find. | 


Hidden in CyrisT the treaſure lies, 
That goodly pearl of ſo great price; 
No other way but Ca 1s there is 
To endleſs happineſs and bliſs, 

G 2 


O Lok my Gov, to thee I pray, 
Teach me to know aud find the way, 


25 MARCH. 5 


URGE me with hyſop, and 1 fall be dean; vaſ me, and I fall 

whiter than ſnow, PSALM li. 7. Hide thy face from my fins, and blot ol 
all mane unaquatzes, ver. 2. Though your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſuall be 4 
white as ſnow ; though they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. ISA. i. 10 
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and as a cloud thy fur; 
return unto me, for I have redeemed thee, Chap. xliv. 22. 


Wer muſt not keep away from Curi1sT on account of our {tun 
blings and manifold faults, if we will not come under the law again: 
but by humbling ourſelves directly we are to crave pardon in hi 
blood: by delaying this, our caſe will be worſe. But the ſooner iti 
done, the ſooner we {hall be forgiven. The Loxp not imputini 
thoſe fins to us which are fincerely repented of, our ſoul returns! 
its reſt again. And inſtead of falling into carnal ſecurity (as ſome m 
think) it will rather ſtrengthen our faith, and make us more con! 
dent. Haſten, therefore, and come as ſoon and as well as thou can 


He will receive thee, if thou couldſt but creep, 


O Lox p, I fall before thy face; TJzsvs, my Gov, thy blood alone 
My only refuge is thy grace : Has pow'r ſufficient to atone ; 
No bleeding beaſt, nor flood, nor ſea, Thy blood can make me white as fno# 


Can waſh the diſmal ſtain away, No Jewiſh types could cleanſe me lo, 


n 


26 MARCH. © _. IS 
D* LIVER us from coil, Marr vi. 13. Dieine anſwer ; Fear not, 


for I have redeemed thee ; I have called thee bv thy name, thou art mine. 
en thou paſſeſt through the waters, I will be with thee ; nnd through the rivers, 
they ſhall not overflow thee : I hen thou walkeſt through the hre, thou flat not 
b: burnt ; neither ſhall the flame kindle uhon thee, Is x. Xin. 1, 2. CurIST 
has by hrs own blood once entered into the holy place; having obtained eternal 
redemption for us, IIE B. ix. 12. 


Tris redemption is the ground that we are delivered daily, and at 
laſt ſhall be delivered from all evil, Who lothes and deteſts not only 
the evil of puniſhment, but eſpecially the evil of fin itſelf, and ſo 
earneſtly pants after the Redeemer, has faith already, and fin has loſt 
its dominion. And though he may be tempted with it ſeverely, yet 
he is under. the law no more; for the reigning power of fin being 
broke, the law has loſt its condemning power allo, we are delivered 
from the power of the evil one, and we may be ſurc of a continual, 
nay eternal redemption. We may often feel the evil, but be as often 
delivered from it alſo, 


Thy ſolemn vows are on me, Lox p; Thou haſt ſecur'd my foul from death, 
Thou ſhalt receive my praiſe ; O ſet thy pris'ner free! | 

JU ſing, “ How faithful is thy word! That heart and hand, and Iife and breath, 
How righteous all thy ways.” May be employ'd for thee, 


3 


27 MAR. 1 
STIR up the gift of Gop which is in thee, 2 Tim, i. C. Psa TM lxii. 


2 SAM. vii. 18, 28. 

How can this be done ?—Anſwer; By looking as well upon thy 
own great poverty and wants, as upon the riches of grace, which is i 
Cunxlsr for thee, and ſo drawing near to Gov, through him in faith 
But it is not enough to do this once for all, or now and then only, | 
is to be thy daily work. One day's omiſſion may greatly hurt thy ſoul, 
Eſpecially the morning hours are very proper for this purpoſe. Thek 
muſt directly be laid hold on to converſe with Gop in prayer, befor 
we meddle with any thing elle in our buſineſs, though ever ſo need 
ful and important, for fear of being entangled and diſtrafted perhaps 
the whole day And to gather the more ftrength, draw as near u 
CirisrT as poſſible, and even wreſtle with him, as if it was the 
laſt time, Nr out thy whole heart before him; not giving ove 
too ſoon; but be inſtant in thy ſupplications, at leaſt with continui 
inward groanings, till thy heart burns within thee, and thou feeleſt the 
quickening influence of his grace and Spirit. Then great care is tobe 
taken to preſerve this bleſſing and ſtrength in a quiet and well-com 
poſed mind, examining thyſelf frequently, eſpecially at nights, hov 
the day has been ſpent. 3 | . 
I'll lift my hands, I'll raiſe my voice, This work ſhall make my heart rejoice, 

While I have breath to pray or praiſe; And ſpend the remnant of my days, 


23 MARCH, ($9) 
Fo R every one that uſeth milk, is unſtilful in the word of righteoufrtfs ; 


for he ig a babe, IE B. v. 1g. 
Tre apoſtle, with ſome ſeverity of expreſſion, tells the Hebrews, 
or converted Jews, to whom he wrote, that inſtead of being capable 


of ſtrong meat, or attaining to the perfection of chriſtian doctrine, 


and being {kilful in the word of righteouſneſs, they chofe to continue 
babes in knowledge; and, like children, had all their work to begin 
again. Tt is thereſore a matter of the greateſt importance to know 


what that word of righteouſnels is, in which they were unſkilful, not 


having their ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern between good and evil, truth 
and error, Let it only be obſerved, that they were looking back to 
the Law, and conſequently in danger of returning to the point of 


juſtification by it, and that the deſign of this epiſtle was to keep them 


ſtedfaſt in the faith; and it will appear at once, that the righteouſneſs 
which they were ignorant of, or ready to reject, is that of Cukisr, 
© who by one offering,” the finiſhing act of his obedience, “ hath 
* perſefted for ever them that are ſanctified, Hrp x. 14. How many 
at all times, who have the name and appearance of well-grown Chriſ- 
tians, are juſt ſuch babes as the Hebrews were; and have the ſame 
need to be told that they are unſkilful in the word, reaſon, or ground 
of a juſtifying righteouſneſs, and exhorted to ge on to perfection? 
| 0 4 | 
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29 MARCH. wa 
443 R our goſpel came not unto you in word only, but alfo in pore, 


THEss. i. 5 


By the Goſpel, the Son of Gop and divine truths are revealed to us, by the Spit 
they are revealed in us. External revelation by the word, and internal by the Spirit, at 
both neceſſary to ſalvation, Though Paul was ſeparated from his mother's womb to k 
called by the grace of Gop, yet he had not an inward revelation of Jesus CarisT v 
his heart, till he heard the external word of CHRIS T with his ear, ſaying, © Saul, Sal 
© why perſecuteſt thou me? Ac rs ix, 4. Hence learn to prize both the outward ith 
timony of the word, and the inward teſtimony of the Spirit. The Goſpel is a revelatin 
of Jesus CyRIsT, withuut which we could never have known, nor underſtood, thi 
our fins are atoned by the blood, our perſons juſtified by the righteouſneſs, and cur ſoul 
everlaſtingly redeemed and ſaved by the work of CRIS T. 15 this knowledge by th 
revelation all that is neceſſary to ſalvation ? No: perſons may attain a notion of theſe thing 
in the head, and underſtand ſomewhat of them, and yet the heart be without preciow 
faith in, and peculiar appropriation of Cyr IS T, defiitute cf the love of CHRIST, and 
any ſaving hope in him, Profeſſor, look well to it: many have ſaid, Lon p, Lon, att 
have heard Cyr1sT preached in the ſtreets, who little expected to meet with this rebuf 
from hm, © 1 know not whence ye are; depart, ye workers of iniquity ;' many heat 
the goſpel preached in Theſſalonica, but they alone were bleſſed, to whom it came © with 
% power, and in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much aſſurauce. 


20 MARCH. ( $9 ) 


\ , 


7 0 reveal his Son in me, GAL. 1. 16. 


From hence begins ſpiritual life, a life trom Gon, in Gop, with 
Gov, and to Gobp. The chief glory of our ſouls is the revealing of 
CxrrsrT in us. O forthe reviving comfort of this, while we conhder 
it, To reveal Cf RIisr in us, is to make ſuch a clear diſcovery of the 
matchlels charms, and ineſtimable glory of his perſon to our fouls, which 
we never {aw before: {o that our hearts are enamoured with him; we 
chooſe him, love him, delight in him, and cleave to him in all his of- 
fices and characters. For by the eye of our foul we behold his glory, 
the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth, 
to us miſerable ſinners: hence he is the one beloved of our ſouls. 
Without this revelation of Jesus CnrisrT in us, alas! what is all ex- 
ternal profeſſion ? no more than mere talk, dry formality, and heavy 
drudgery. O my ſoul, O my dear friends, be not content to live wich- 
out a conſtant revelation of C1ur1sT to your fouls. This makes the 
conſcience peaceful, the heart happy, and the ſoul joyful, "This in- 
ſpires love, ſubdues luſt, captivates the affe&ions, makes the whole 
man happy in Gop, aud creates heaven in the foul. If Cuarsr is 
within in the heart, all will be right and well without in the life, If 
you believe in CuR1sr as revealed in the word, this bleſſed promiſe 
is for you; © I will manifeſt myſelf unto him,” Joux xiv. 21. 


21 MARcHn. 0 | 1 4 
THE blood of JESUS CHRIST cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 Jou x i. 7. T* 


WHATEVER we do of ourſelves, in anſwer to our convictions, is: 
covering, not a cleanſing : and if we die in this condition, unwaſkel 
uncleanled, unpurified, it is utterly impoſſible that we ſhould be admit 
ted into the bleſſed preſence of the holy Gop, Rev. xxi. 27, Let noma 
decerve you with vain words, It is not the doing a few good works, 
is not an outward profeſſion of religion, that will give you an acceſs wit 
Joy unto Gop. Unleſs you are waſhed by the Spirit of Gon, and int} whe 
blood of Cux1sr, from the pollution of your nature, and [rom youræ of } 
tual tranſgreſſions, you ſhall not inherit the kingdom of Gop, Cos, u whe 
9—11. Yea, you will be an horrible ſpectacle unto ſaints and angdyfymen 
to yourſelves, and to one another, when the ſhame of your nakedntlf the 
Mall be made to appear. If therefore you would net periſh, and tha flit 
eternally ; if you would not periſh, as baſe, defiled creatures, an abhet _ 
ring unto all fleſh, then, when your pride and your wealth, and ye re 
beauty, and your ornaments, and your duties, will ſtand you in no fteaf of tl 
look out betimes after that only way of purifying and cleanſing yoll the 
fouls, which Gop hath ordained; © Without ſhedding of blood thereiſ teou 
no remiſſion,” Hes. ix, 22. The blood of JESUS Curisrt cleankllff is di 
from all fin.” „e were redeemed not with corruptible thingy to rc 
* but with the precious blood of Cuz is, as of alamb without ble the | 
„and without ſpot,“ 4 PET. i. 18, 19. 


1 APRIL. 1 


Do ſet my bow in the cloud, and it ſhall be for a token of a covenant between 

me and the earth, GEN. ix. 1g. 

Tat rainbow is a token of the covenant of preſervation made with 
Noah, and with all the creatures of the earth; it is [table and ſure: it 
may be conſidered alſo as an emblem of the covenant of grace, ISA. 
liv. 9, 10. or rather, it may be an emblem of Cnzisr himſelf, Rev. 
x. 1. as appears in many particulars, The rainbow appears then 
when the clouds are moſt diſpoſed to wet, and returns after the rain; 
when we are afraid of the rain's prevailing, then Gov ſhews this ſeal 
* of his promiſe that it ſhall not prevail; thus Gop obviates our fears 
u when we weep for fin, and arc afraid of a flood of wrath, by re- 
u. membering the covenant of grace eſtabliſhed in Jesvs. The thicker 
ap the cloud, afterwards the brighter the bow in the cloud; fo when af- 
Wh fliftions abound, conſolations do much more abound. The bow ap- 
ot * when one part of the {ky is clear, which intimates mercy remem- 

red in the midſt of wrath.—The rainbow 1s cauled by the reflection 
ak of the beams of the ſun, ſo all the glory of the covenant of grace and 
ou the fignificancy of the ſeals, are derived from CHRISt the ſun of righ- 
ea teouſneſs.— The bow ſpeaks terror, but this is without ſtring or arrow, 
eat is directed upwards, and not to the earth. Gop looks upon the bow, 
vo remember his covenant ; fo ſhould we, that we may be mindful of 
ni the covenant of grace with faith and thankſulneſs. 


% 


2 APRIL. $8. - IS 
62 forbid that I ſhould glory, fave in the croſs of our Lord IESsuS CUR55 


by whom the world is crucified unto me and I unto the world, CAL. vi. 14. 


Ark believer has nothing to glory in, but CuRIST only. Even 
in his very belt performances he will be often deeply humbled, and 
cry out, © Lok, enter not into judgment.” And well he may; forthe 
ground of our glory, comfort and falvation, is not in works, but i 
Cu815s7, and the free grace of Gop ; who for his Son's ſake lays nothing 
to our charge, but richly and daily covers and pardons all our iniqur 
ties. And thus we may always be preſerved in true and ſolid peace; 
for the croſs of Curisr is a true, ſolid and immoveable foundation. 


When I ſurvey the wond'rous croſs, His dying crimſon, like a robe, 

On v hich the Prince of glory dy'd, | Spreads o'er his body on the tree; 
My richeſt gain 1 count but loſs, | Then J am dead to all the globe, 
And pour contempt on all my pride, And all the globe is dead to me, 
Forbid it, Lox p, that I ſhould boaſt, Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
Save in the death of Cua1sT my Gop ; 'That were a preſent far too ſmall ; 


All the vain things that charm me moſt, Love ſo amaſing, ſo divine, | 
1 ſacrifice them to his blood, | Demands my ſoul, my life, my all, 


e, 


— 


3 APRIL. 1 930 
— 9 URIFYING heir hearts by faith, AcTs xv. q. 


By faith in the Son of Gop we get an intereſt in his great and glori- 
ous ſal vation; we are juſtified by faith; we have peace with Gop by 
faith; this is an excellent grace, which brings us out of a ſtate of 
ſlavery and fin, into the liberty of the ſons and daughters of Cob, and 
will iſſue in everlaſting ſalvation. Faith purifies the heart of man, 
naturally vicious, and is the root of holineſs. Now, reader, examine 
vourſelf whether you be in the faith; try the tree by its fruits, alk 


, yourſelf theſe queſtions: Has my faith a n influence oa m/ 


heart? Does the view of Cnr1srT dying for my ſins make me die un- 
to them? Has my faith in CHRIST, as wounded for my tranſgreſſions, 
and bruiſed for my iniquities, made me bitterly lament them, ſincerely 
hate them, and vow to be the death of every one of them? Though 
there may be ſtill much fin in me, is there none allowed? Is there 
none, no not one, no not that ſin which does moſt eaſily beſet me, 
which I defire to be ſpared and excuſed in? Do ] rather look upon all 
lin as the enemy of Cyr1sT and my own ſoul, and as ſuch, do I hate it 
with a perſc& hatred? Am I praying fervently for divine grace to ſub- 
due it, and in the ſtrength of that grace, do I maintain a conſtant and 
vigorous war With it, determined never to give it any reſt in my heart, 
never to ceaſe my con llict with it, till I have gained the compleat and 
everlalting victory. 2 


4 APRIL. ( 04} . 
H E fhall cauſe them that come of Jacob to take root. Hrael fhall blofſom ai 
*=*. bud, and ll the face of the world with fruit, Isa. xxvii. G. They fad 
again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. chap. xxxvii. gi, Th 
ſhall. bring forth fruit in old age: they all be fat and flouriſhing, PsAu 
xcii. 14, 15. Her 241 be green, and ſhall not be careful in the year 
drought, neither ſhall ceaſe from yielding fruit, JER. xvii. 8. 


Txur evangelical chriſtians look upon themſelves as the moſt barm 
trees, ever crying out, © O my leanneſs! my leanneſs! Even befor 
the judgment-leat of Cuxr:t they know of no fruits, MArr. xx 
37—-39 The reaſon is, they are poor in ſpirit, and are not pleak 
with their fruits, but only with Cuersr. 65 Lok p, grant that I mi 
defire earneſtly and fervently to bring forth more fruits; and thatl 
may grow 1n {uitfulneſs as I grow in years; ſo as io be ever gret! 
and never ceaſing from yielding fruits in my old age, fruits whis 
may laſt to all eternity. | 


Time, that doth all things elſe impoir, 
Still makes them flouriſh ſtrong and fu 


Laden with fruits of age, they ſhew, 
The Lon p is holy, juſt and true; 
None that attend his gates ſhall fi ud 
A Gop unfaithful or unkind, 


Lok p, tis a pleafant thing to ſtand 
In gardens planted by thine hand; 
Let me within thy courts be ſeeb, 
- Like a young cedar freſh and green, | 


There grow thy ſaints in faith and love, 
Bleſt with thy influence from above; 
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canſt alſo break through, and be more than conqueror. Yea, in every 


ag their force is, the more glorious will be the victory. 


5 APRIL. 398 . 


PHE breaker is come up before them; they ave broken np, and have paſſet 
through the gate; and ther King (as the author and finiſher of faith) 
Rall paſs before them, and the Loh on tie head of them, M1can ii. 1g. Be 
of good chear, I have overcome the world, Joi 1% xvi. 33. HER. xii. 1, 2. 


SoETINMES the enemy ſeems to get an advantage over us, but the 
battle is not over yet. At laſt thou ſhalt have the victory, and carry 
the day for all that. In hard ſtruggles remember the power of CHAIS, 
who in his reſurrection broke through every thing. With him thou 


conflict thou canſt be iure of the victory beforehand ; for his victory 
is thy victory allo. It is as impoſſible for tnine enemies to keep thee 
aways in bonds and ſubjection, as impoſſible it was that Curtsr could 
be kept in the grave by the ſtone, ſeal and keepers. Nay, the greater 


Hoſanna io our conqu*ring King ! | Hoſanna to our conqu' ting King. 
The prince of darkneſs flies ; All hail, incarnate Love ! 7 
His troops ruth headlong down to hell, Ten thouſand ſongs and glories wait 

Like lightning from the ſkies, To crown thy Read above. 
There bound in chains the lions rore; IT Thy vi&ries and thy deathleſs fame 
And fright the-reſcu'd/ſltrep ; Thro' the wide world ſhall run, 
But heavy bars confine their pow'r | And everlaſting ages fing | 
Aud malice to the deep, The triumphs thou haſt won. 
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{ 
B RETHREN, I count not myſelf to have apprehended; but this 6 

thing J do, forgetting thoje lungs winch are helttnd, and reaching * 
unto thoſe things winch ure before, I preſs towards the mark, for the prize 
the hgh calling of G ob in ATIVE JESUS, Phil. iii. 13, 14. 


Tr1s is the declzration cf the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, a man of the richeſt er. 
perience in the things of Gop ; he is ſtill ſtretching every power, exerting every nerve i 
the purſuit of his final happineſs, And whoever engages in thoſe difficult paths, muſt key 
in perpetual motion; there is no ſtopping without lofing ground. He muſt conſider, that 


if his undertaking be glorious, it is alſo laborious; that he has a ſtrong tide to ſten, 


which, if he does not keep reſolut:ly advancing, will inevitably bear him down the ſtrean 
Paſt experiences may encourage him, but muſt not male him ſecure 3; if the difficuitis 
to be overcome be great, let him remember the prize of his high calling exceeds al 
value, He therefore whoſe noble ambition puſhes him on. in the purſuit of wiſdon 
and virtue, muſt not be diſcouraged at their amazing height.z nor muſt he think to 10 
vpon the ſteep aſcent of thoſe aſpiring mountains, which hide their lofty tops in heaven; 
whither we muſt climb before we can reach them, ſecurely to fit down and enjoy eteru 
happineſs and repoſe. O LoxD, thou haſt ſaid, “ They that wait on thee, ſhall rene 
„their ſtrength; they ſhall mount up with wings as eagles; they ſhall run and 
© be weary, they ſhall walk and not faint; 1 believe thy word, let it be fulfiled 
me, Amen, 


— 


7 
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1 ET your moderation be known unto all men, PHIL, iv. 5. For chargy, 
that i is love, edifieth, 1 COR. viii. 1. 


Ir thou rebukeſt others, and wouldeſt have them to be like thee, 
thou oughteſt to examine thyſelf firſt, whither it flows from a blind 


party-zeal, impatience, and ſelf- will, or from a true principle of love; 


and whether thou art alſo much in prayer for them, both before and 
after. Who lays the long-ſufferings of Gop truly to heart, and con- 
ſiders how gently he has treated him, and {till treats him, like the 
weakeſt child, muſt needs be moderate alſo towards all men, and 
think, „If no body would bear with others, ſurely I muſt.” Loxo'! 
give me the right ſpirit of meekneſs, to ſhew all lenity to my fellow- 
chriſtians, 


Watch o'er my lips, and guard them, Lox, | Their gentle words, like ointment ſhed, 
From ev'ry raſh and heedleſs word; Shall never bruiſe, but chear my . 
Nor let my feet incline to tread 


The guilty path where ſinners lead, When I behold them preſt with wief, 
I'll cry to heav'n for their relief; 


O may the righteous, when 1 ray, And by my warm petitions prove 
Site, and reprove my wand” ling Way! | How much ] prize ag faithful love. 
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P UT thou my tears into thy bottle; are they not in thy book ? PSALM vi.t 
— Divine anſwer; I that fow in tears, ſhall reap in joy. *He th 


goes forth weeping, bearing precious feed, ſhall _—_ come again with ria Ant 
ing, bringing his ſhear es with ham, PSALM CXXVI. 5, 2 
Ir chou canſt reap yet, and ſing the hymns of joy and triumph, . Ps, 
member that this belongs more to the future, than to this preſent woll 
Here forrow and 2 can be united. Thine enemies have not! ſen 
and given thee over yet. There is no retreat from the field of ba 55 
before the hour of death. Let this be a check to thine impatit for 
heart. But muſt thou be humbled under the ſenſe of thy miſery, i - po! 
to ſigh, grone and weep very often: conlider that this is the very ſk An 
for eternity, Not a fingle tear and grone will be loſt. They are for 
in the book of the Lob. | | | 7 
Gop counts the ſorrows of his ſaints, | Make drops of ſacred ſorrow riſe Pl 
Their groans affect his ears; To riyers of delight. 
He has a bock. for their comple: nts, Let thoſe that ſow in ſadneſs wait » 
A bottle for their tears. Till the fair harveſt come ; 0 
The Lozp can clear the Gorkeft ſkies, | They ſhall confeſs their ſheaves are g 


Can give us day for night ; | And ſhout the bleſſings home, 


1 


tie! 


PSALM ix. 10, 11, 19. 
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THE Loxp hath heard my ſupplication, the Lok p will receive my prayer. 
The Lok p al/o will be a refuge for the oppreſſed, a refuge in times of trouble: 


| And they that know thy name will put tlieir truſt in thee ; for thou, Lok p, 


haſt not forſaken them that ſeek thee, For the needy ſhall not always be forgot- 
ten; the expectation of the poor ſhall not periſh for ever, PSALM vi. 10. 

Wnokvrx would receive comfort from theſe words, muſt firſt be 
ſenſible of his poverty and miſery, and ſhew it by confeſſing his fins, 
and feeling nothing in himſelf but indigence and unworthineſs ; he 


muſt come with all his poverty to the rich Saviour, and firſt afk his 


forgiveneſs. The Lord will ſupply all his wants, however great his 
poverty and miſery may be, and protect him, eſpecially in time of need. 


And he will not forſake or forget him; he may hope in him, and hope 
ſor the beſt from him; for a ſuſpicious heart always apprehends the 


worſt ; neither his hope, nor his prayer, nor even a ſigh will be loſt, 
O my Goo, grant me faith, that 1 ſay, the Lon heareth my ſup- 
plication, the Loa p receiveth my prayer. Praiſed be Go, who hath 
not rejected my prayer, nor 5 away his goodneſs from me, but is 
my protector, and my hope. 
Gov hear; when duſt and aſhes ſpeak; | He ſaves us for his mercies ſake, 
He pities all our groans; And heals our * bones. 
| N 2 
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5 E AD us not into temptation, Marr. vi. 19.—Divine an{wer ; God 

is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to be tempted above what ye are all 
but will with the temptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that ye may be able h 
bear it, 1 Cox. x. 13. PSALM Ixvii. 2. 

Tux nearer to heaven, the higher the mountains, the deeper thi 
valleys, and the ſharper the conflicts. But be not diſcouraged! it d 
only for the trial of our faith. Gop gives alſo more ſtrength, carneth 
us through all, as he has done from the beginning, and ſuffers none to 


be aſhamed who truſt in him. Sometimes we may feem to be tempted | 


above meaſure, and are afraid of being confounded ; but far from ii, 
it is quite impoſſible we ſhould. Here thou haſt the plain words d 
the Lond. Take hold on them, and wait his time; for ſince the 
world ſtands, none has been confounded in any thing who has waited 
for his promiſe ; and ſurely he will not make thee the firſt inftance 
of the failure of his word; by no means, PII. i. 10. Isar. hv. 1% 
& Rather ſhall the mountains depart, and the hills be removed, fayi 
the Logo, that hath mercy on thee.” | 
Our Gop, how firm his promiſe ſtands, Thy Gop is faithful to his ſaints, 
Ev'n when he hides his face ! Is faithful to his Son, 
He truſts in our Redeemer's hands | Beneath his ſmiles my heart has liv'd, 
His glory and his grace, And part of heav'n poſſeſs d; 
Then why, wy ſoul, theſe fad complaints, O! praiſe his name for grace rei d, 
Since C na and we are one ? | Ang truſt him for the reſt, 
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O Seti us early with thy mercy, PSALM xc. 14.—Cop's anſwer; Oper 


5 thy mouth wide, and I will fill it, PSALM Ixxxi. 10. For, my people 
Fall be . ſatisfed with my goodneſs, Ix k. xxxi. 14. Tie river of Go ts full 
| of water, PsALM Ixv. 9. With joy ſhall ye draw water out of the wells of 
vation, Is Al. xii. 13. This is te . opened for ſin and for uncleunneys, 
xc. xiii. 1. 
h : 
of O sour! keep cloſe to the goſpel ; there is the fulneſs here ſpoken of: food and rai- 
vent, and every thing in plenty, Let not the law hinder thee from eating, drinking, 
. | tejpicing, and adorning thyſelf, Is az. lv. 1—3, 10—12. The law, as one juſtly ob- 
? | ſeryes, brings i in a great hill, but nothing wherewith to, diſcharge it. It ſets the foul a 
working but ſo as to neglect the proper nouriſhment neceſſary for it, No wonder there- 
he ore, that ſhe is deſtitute of ſufficient ſtrength; that ſhe faints, and never comes to the 
ed — mark, There is no ſuch thing as making amends by the law ; We muſt go directly 


ce | nas r, and receive firſt the grace and ſtrength required, out of his fulneſs, by faith, 


I%Y  Letev'ry mortal ear attend, J Dear. Gop! the treaſures of thy love 
And ev'ry heart rejoĩce; Are everlaſting mines; 
The trumpet of the goſpel ſounds Deep as our helpleſs miſeries are, 
With an inviting voice. And boundleſs as our fins, 
Rivers of love and mercy here | The happy gates of goſpel grace 
A In a rich ocean join; Stand open night and day: 
Salvation in abundance flaws, 1 Lox, we are come to ſeek ſupplies, 
5 "ws floods of milk and wine, And drive our wants away. 
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FE AR not, daughter of Zion, Jou x xii. 15. But greatly rejoice and ſhou, 

0 daughter of Jeruſalem, behold thy king comes unto thee; he 1s juſt ans 
having falvatton, ZECH. ix. . For the Lon p has taken away thy judgments 
he has caſt out tine enemy: The king of 1frae!, even the Lok b, is in the midf 
of thee : thou ſhalt not fee evil any more, ZE H. iii. 15. Behold they ſh 
ſurely gather together, but not by me : whoſoever ſhall gather together again 
thee fhall fall for thy, fake, Isa1. liv. 15. Let them return unto thee, but tt 
turn not thou unto them, IE R. xv. 19. 


How ſtrong ſoever thine inward enemies, thy corruptions may bf 


now, fear not, and be not diſcouraged. So much the more faith 
faith, thy King is bound by his office, love and promiſe, to help and 
aſſiſt thee with ſtrength to overcome: and thus ſhall even the hart 
ſhips of a chriſtian work together for his good in this world, accor6 
ing to the promiſe, and brighten his crown of glory in the world u 
come, O Loxo, grant that I may be always faithful and reſolutt 
enough not to ſpend needleſsly too much time in one conflict, bu 
direftly putting on the armour of faith, I may ſoon conquer, prels fot 
ward, and experience thee every hour as a mighty King and Saviow. 
My Loxp, my Conqu'ror and my King, Great Prophet, .let me bleſs thy name; 
Thy ſcepter and thy ſword 1 fing; By thee the joyful tidings came, 
Thine is the vict'ry, and I fit Of wrath appeas'd, of ſins forgiv'n, 
A joyful ſubject at thy feet. Of hell ſubdu'd, and peace with heav't 


is unavoidable, for the enemy is within us. It makes us more careful 
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TH falt not be afraid of them, but ſhalt wel! remember what the Loꝶ d 
thy Gop did unto Pharaoh, and unto all Egypt, DeuT, vii. 18. Be ye 
not terriſted becauſe of them, for the Lok b your Gop 1s he that goes with you, 
to fight for you againſt your enemies, to ſave you, Chap. xx. 3, 4. Hitherto 
thou come, and no further; and here ſhall thy proud waves be ſtayed, 
Jos xxxviii. 11, 


Tux aſſaults of original fin will ever return; and we muſt not be 
ſurprized, when one conflict is over, that another ariſes. This conteſt 


and humble to know this, than if we believe that we had only to en- 
counter with fin from without, and not from within: and if we deſire 
to feel leſs evil in us than Goo ſuffers us to have; we may look to it, 
whether it proceeds not ſometimes from pride and impatience, that we 
wiſh to get rid of the trouble of ſtriving always againſt fin ; whereas 
it ſhould be enough for us that Goo ſuffers it, lays it not to our charge, 
and carries us through all dangers, | f 


Let the redeemed of the Lon He feeds and clothes us all the way; 
The wonders of his grace record; He guides our footſteps left we ſtray ; 
Iſrael, the nation whom he choſe, He guards u with a pow*rful hand, 
And reſcu'd from their mighty foes, And brings us to the heav'nly land, 


H 4 
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7 ERILY tion art a Gov that hideſt thyſelf, O Gop of Tjracl the & 

voir, ISAL. xIv. 13. All the paths of the Loxp are mercy and trith 
PS xxv. 10. The Lord of hoſts ts wonderful in counſel, and excellent u 
working, Is Al. Xxviii. 29. 

Gop is wonderful in all his doings, his ways are paſt finding ol; 
at the end we can ſee beſt what wiſe and gracious ſteps he took with 
us. Therefore when things take ſuch a wonderful turn that we ar 
quite at our wits end, and do not know which way to go, we my 
believe the hand of the Lox p is in it, and ſome good will come of i 
at laſt. As we experience the name of Cux1sT to be wonderful a 
ſuch times, we may well expect that he will ſhew himfelf to be on 
counſellor and mighty God alſo. At firſt every thing may ſeem to h 
againſt us, and go quite contrary ; but at laſt we ſee plainly, that i 
was highly needful it ſhould go contrary to our corrupt nature, 
that thus it went well, For though the ways of Gop are marvelow, 
vet they are glorious, | 

Great Gop, I would not aſk to ſec | Enough for me, if love divine 

What in futurity ſhall be; At length thro” ev*ry cloud ſhall ſhine, 


It light and bliſs attend my days, "> 
Then let my future hours be praiſe, * 3 e * 
3 


Is daiknefs and diſtreſs my ſhare ? That CnRIS r is mine! this great requth 
Then let me truſt thy guardian care; I Grant, bounteous Ge and J am bleſt, 


15 
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RE MEMBER the ſabbath- day to keep it holy, I was in the Spirit on the 
Logd's day, Exop. xx. 8. Rev. i. 10. 


Rxapxs, I know not who, or what thou art, but may the Gop of all grace bleſs 
this meditation to thy ſoul ! Perhaps thou art a careleſs finner, who to this day haſt 
triled with ſabbaths; how awful to have this added to thy other fins, to anſwer for at 
the bar of ]zsvs thy judge! O cry to the Lo to be in the Spirit on his day; then 
wilt thou ſee and feel thy malady; look to Is us for pardon, and ſabbath-days will be- 
come precious to thy ſoul, perhaps thou art the ſelf-righteous Phariſee, punctual in ex- 
ternal ſervices; ſo far is praiſe-worthy; but awful is thy miſtake, if thou makeſt any 
external ſervice the ground of thy acceptance, eſpecially as the language of the day is, © in 
the Lon D have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength; and ſo wilt thou ſay if in the Spirit. 

Or thou mayeſt have been a ſplendid profeſſor, but now a grievous backſlider; O may 
thou be“ in the Spirit on the Lon p's day,“ then wilt thou look to God for pardon, to 
Jxsvs for freſh ſprinklings of his blood, and to the Spirit for his quickening influences, 

If thou art a believer under ſharp trials, mayſt thon be in the Spirit, then when tribu- 
ations abound, conſolations will abound alſo, If thou art a believer walking cloſe with 
Cop, rich. in knowledge and experience, thou wilt wich to be in the Spirit, that n g 
may be magnified, Is us more loved, and his name more honoured, 

Reader, whatever thou art, whether maſter or ſervant, parent or child, if thou wiſheſt 
to be in the Spirit, and wouldeſt have thy temporal and ſpiritual concerns proſper, make 
conſcience of keeping the ſabbath-day holy. 
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FR Emenber me, O ny Gov, for good, NU. xiii, 31,—Divine anſwet , 
Is Ephraim my dear fon ? is he a pleaſant child? For fince I fbake again A # 
| him, I do earneſtly remember [in fill; therefore my bowels are troubled ef , _ 
him e I will ſurely have mercy upon him, Ie R. xxxi. 29. A book of remen} *' 
brance was written before lum, for them that feared the Log p. and that thou A 
upon Ins name, Nat. iii. 16, 17, 18. I know the thoughts which I hai point 
towards you, IEM. XXIX, 11. . 


As ſoon as J appcar with my prayers before the Lox p, he writes af conſe 
my petitions upon his book of remembrance, Should I not pra mere 
much ? Yes, O Loap; and though | have many things already upaſ ſprea 
thy book, yet will I give thee occaſion to write down more and moſf fannt 

every hour, Thus nothing can be forgotten. All will be grantedb 1 & 
him. Delays we muſt expect, but all ſhall be made up with ſo much 2025 
the larger gifts, in due time, though the beſt will be reſerved for ga! 


[17 4 


bliſsful eternity. thine 
; ; ; \ me tc 

Now let the Lox p my Saviour ſmile, I I'd rather have it there impreſs'd, an 
And ſhew my name upon his heart; Than in the bright records of fame. ap 

I would forget my pains awhile, When th . 

. | -n the vaſt fire burns all things hes wh. 
And in _ pleaſure loſe _ i{mart, Thoſe letters ſhall ſecurely ſtand, | Mo 
My name is printed on his breaſt ; And in the Lamb's fair book appear, I Whe 
His book of life contains my name ; | Writ by th' eternal Father's hand, Ang 
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| AN D in this mountain all the Lonp of Roſts make unto all people 
. feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines on the les, 2 fat things ſull of mar- 


ro, of wines on the les well refined, Is Al. xxv. 


Arras. imports plenty, harmony and joy. Many feaſts were ap- 
pointed under the law, in commemoration of various deliverances 
and mercies. The goſpel inſtitutes one great perpetual feſtival, in 
Fl conſequence of the one grand bleſſing, which comprehends all other. 
 mercies, © Redemption by the blood of Cuxtsr.” The table is always 
{ ſpread, the company are always welcome, the ſeaſon is always plea- 
Fant, and the joy is always new. Loao, I once was ſeeding upon 
A huſks, upon aſhes, upon the wind, and drinking down iniquity like 
water; but, O wonderful love, thou didſt invite and bring me to 
thine own feaſt. Thou feedeſt me with the bread of life, and cauſedſt 
me to drink of the wine of thy conſolation, May I never more have 
an appetite for the vanities of the world, 


PE. Why was I made to "YO thy voice, | 'Twas the fame * that made the feaſt, 


And enter while there's room; That ſweetly forc'd us in; 
When thouſands make a wretched choice, | Elſe we had ill refus'd to taſte, 
And rather ſtarve than come ? And periſh'd in our fin, 
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AND he believed in the Lo Rp, and he counted it to ham for righteouſnt 
GEN. xv. 6. 


I T is no uncommon thing in ſcripture to put the act for the object; eſpecially vit 
regard to faith and hope, Thus hope ſignifies the object of hope, J=r. xiv, 8. 1Tt 
i, 1, Hes. vi. 18, And faith is often put for the object, or doctrine of faith, or tix 
which is believed in; as when it is ſaid, Paul preached the faith which once he deflrqe 
And Felix heard him concerning the faith of Cyx1sT ; and when the ſcripture ſpeaks 
keeping, and contending for the faith, and holding the myſtery of the faith, and the lik 
——Thbus when Abraham is faid to believe in the Lox p, the meaning is, he believed in th 
ptomiſe of Gop, that he ſhould have a ſeed, and a very numerous one; he believed th | 
the Meſſiah would fpring from his ſeed; he believed in him as his Saviour and Redeeme 
he believed in him for righteouſneſs ; and he believed in his righteouſneſs as juſtifying l 
before Gop, It was not the act of his faith, but the object of it; not the promiſe 
believed, but what was promiſed, and his faith received even CR 15T and his righteos | 
neſs ; ſee this explained fully in Rom. iv, verſes 3, 10, 22, 23, 24. 

ae, mark ell how Abraham was juſtified before Gop, not by faith as a work, N. 
as apprehending CR IST; and follow this example of the father of the faithful, It wi 
faith in Jesus Cnxisr alone that we can be juſtified before Gop; by faith all thes 
teſtament ſaints were juſtified, as well as the new; that this diflinguithes the Chriſtian : 


ligion from all ſyſtems of morality, and to err in this is to err in the nn of ch 
tianity. 


— 
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THIS do in remembrance of me, Luxe xxii. 19. 


Cones, my foul, obey thy dying Los p's command; let it be thy des 
light, as it is thy privilege, to attend thy maſter at table, to take a nearer 
view of his bleeding love, and, by a renewed att of faith, to fecure to 
| thyſelf the precious benefits contained therein. Stagger not through 
Junbelief; it is a bleſſed truth, J=svs died for ſinners; this is the faun- 
J dation of a ſinner's hope; let this encourage thee, O my foul; thou 
ut a (inner, guilty and defiled ; Ixsu's blood cleanſes from all fin; he 
is the fountain opened for thy uncleanneſs; thou art by nature a child 
Jof wrath, condemned by the law, expoſed to the curſe; Jzsvs was 
made a curſe for thee, and thou art become a child of grace ; thou art 
unrighteous, unholy, IEsus is made of Gop unto thee righteouſneſs 
and ſanctification; thou art weak, beſet with enemies, his ſtrength 
hall be perfected in thy weaknels, and thou ſhalt be more than con- 
queror through him that loved thee ; thou art afraid of periſhing at, 
Me laſt, look to Ixsus, he purchaſed thee with his blood, he will not 
give thee up, none can pluck thee out of his hand. 


* Riſe then, O my ſoul, and come to the banquet of love, and partake of the bleſſings 
ff the everlaſting covenant ; he will manifeſt his love, will ſeal thy pardon, renew thy 
Wrength, and enable thee to travel the remaining part of thy pilgrimage, till thou come to 


Wat Zion, and by admitted a welcome guek at the marriage-ſupper in heaven, 
- hr” © 4 * . I 


5 
f 


jr m amorg the ihree he choſe out John as his peculiar darling, and boſom favourite, « 
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Write unto you, little children, becauſe your fins are forgiven you wh 
name's fake; I write unto you, poor hg becaufe ye have known him thit 1 


from the beginning 3 3 1 write unto you, young men, becaufe ye have overcome ii 


wicked one, 1 Joun 11, 12, 13. 


GoD hath ſaints of ſeveral degrees and ſizes, and ſome of them have more commuti 
with him than others; from among the multitude he choſe twelve to be with him; fm 
among the twelve he choſe three, Peter, James, and John, who were of the privy coumi 


whom it is ſeid five times in St John's goſpel, that“ he was the diſciple whom It 
ved.“ So now at this day, Gop hath his babes, who live upon tnilk, and nothing el. 
** his children, who know their Father, and are ailured of his love ; © his young men, 


——— 


who go out to war; and the“ fathers in Iſrael,” whoſe grey-headed experience and vi 
dom abounds ; fer they know him from the beginning, and they remembered his wo 


It is a great mercy to be one of God's ** little ones, yea, the leaſt of all; to be 2 
though not of the firſt magnitude; to be a diſciple, thrugh not a John, not one of 
thiee, nor one of the twelve, nor one of the ſeventy, But to be a John, 2 darling, 
to lean on his breaſt, to lie in his boſom, O how gieat a mercy! It is a mercy tt 
new-bCcr?, to be taken i into the family ot Gop, and houſehold of faith; but to gros 
to a perfect ſtature, to be a man in CHANISs Jesvs, O, how great a mercy | Lord 


knoweſt my deſire, perfect that which concerns thy ſervant, yea that which concert 
thy ſervaats, 


It doth not yet appear - We would no longer lie 
How great we muſt be made; Like ſlaves beneath the throne ; 


But when we ſee our Savioor here, My faith ſhall abba father cry, 
We mall be ke our head. 


And thou the kindred own, 


— —— —— - — — 
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K AK E now thy fon, thine only fon Iſaac, whom thou loveſt, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah, and offer him there for a vurnt-offering, Giwx. 
us  xXil, 2. | 


in ABRAHAM deſired earneſtly to ſee into the myſt ry of the redemption; and God, to 
„inſtruct him in the beſt manner humanity is capable of receiving inſtruction, in the infi- 
a4 nite extent of divine goodneſs to manicind, who ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him 


„vy for us all, let Abraham feel, by experience, what it was to loſe a beloved fon ; © Take 
«| now thy ſon, thine only fon, thine Iſaac, the ſtaff of thine age, the hope of thy family ; 
4 noneelte do 1 require, and offer him up for a burnt- offering; and in this tranſaction ſee 
„my love to ſinners, when I will give up mine only Son JI ESus, a facrifice for them.“ 
Abraham obeyed, he virtually ſacrificed his ſon; a ram was ſubſtituted in his place, and 
ot © bleſſings are poured upon the faithful patriarch, In the whole ſtory we have a lively type 
of greater things. We have ſeen the day when Gov ſpared not his own Son, when he 
f was bound with cords, when he bore his croſs, and on this mountain, probably on this 
Very ſpot, was offered up an offering for fin ; when he, triumphant over the grave, roſe 
ts 2gain to live for evermore, and ſees the ſeed of his redeemed people, whom no man can 
uu number, and whoſe poſſeſſions are the glories of heaven and eternity. 
0 And now, my ſoul, meditate on theſe things. Art thou à ſon of Abraham? Is tliere 
u in thine heart a darling fin ? draw forth the knife and ſmite it to the heart. Hath Gon 
not ſpared his Son for me, and ſhall I ſpare what he commands me to ſacrifice? No, gra- 
cious Saviour, no. Help me to be faithful, to keep back nothing from thee ; ſearch the 
ground of my heart; when thou haſt tried me, crown the faith thou haſt beſtowed, and 
we obedjence thou haſt wrought, with that unfadipg glory thou haſt promiſed to them 
that are faithful unto death. | | 
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G OD, who is rich in mercy, for his great bove wherewuth he loved us, wn 
when we were dead in * has quickened us together with CHRIST, (by 
grace ye are ſaved :) and has raifed us up together, and made us fit togethr 
in heavenly places in Cur isr JESUS, Erk ii. 4—6. | 
Cux1sr being our hcad, we, who are his members, are together with 
him dead, buried, railed up, and ſeated in heavenly places; for he 
the new Adam, and has done all theſe things as our repreſentative, in 
our ſtead, and for our good. Thus have I ſuffered in thee, O my glo- 
rious head, for all my fins already; I am diſcharged, I have no pu 
niſhment to fear any more, reſpecting the guilt and curſe of fin. Thou 
haſt fully anſwered the charge againſt me, ſatisfied the infinite juſtice 
of Gop for me; and it is impoſſible with his equity and love to re 
uire a double payment of my debts. Conſequently I die no mor, 
ſince thou canſt die no more; nay, I live already, and have my place 
with thee eternally in heaven, ſince the head cannot nor will neve 
part, even with the weakeſt of his members, but influence and drav 


them after him wherever he goes, 


O Lon p, we praiſe thee for thy Son, | . And by one man's obedience now 
Who join'd our nature to his own ; Are all his ſeed made righteous too, 
Adam the ſecond from the duſt | Where fin did reign and death abound, 
Raiſes the ruins of the firſt, | There have the ſons of Adam found 
By the rebellion of one man Abounding life; there glorious grace 
Thie' all the ſeed the miſchief ran; | Reigas thro the Lox Þ our rightgquſack 
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0 D has made him to be fin for us who knew no Jin, that we might be made 
the righteouſneſs of God in him, 2 Cor. v. 21. But to him that worketh 


not, but belzeveth on ham that juſtifies the ungodly, his faith is counted for righ- 
teouſneſs, ROM. iv. 5. 


Tuts E are very ſweet and precious words to thoſe who look upon their own beſt vir- 
tues and performances by nature as finful, and upon their beſt condition by grace, as ex- 
tremely u ealt and imperſect How comfortable a thing is the juſtification of the ungodly 
by faith, when the ſoul is firſt ſtript quite naked before Gop, and thoroughly convinced 
of her wickedneſs and weakneſs, This a mere moral and legal man does not meddle with, 
He pretends to make amends for his former ſins, by altering his courſe, and doing better 
works: but this is not making amends at all, fince we are but unprofitable ſervants, and 
vant continually forgiveneſs of ſin, even when we have done all. We never have any 
reaſon to juſtify oui ſelves before Gop, though we ſhould do ever ſo well, and ſuffer ever 
ſo innocently in regard to men, For from it there is but one way to be juſtifi-d, and to 
obtain and preſerve the bleſſing of a good conſcience, which is, by humbling and confeſſing 
ourſelves guilty, and looking only for forgiveneſs and righteouſneſs in Cu Is r. Thus we 
are made by him the righteouſneſs of God itſelf, May the LogD put us all in this way. 


No more, my Gon, I boaſt no more | O may my ſoul be found in him, 
Of all the duties I have done And of his righteouſneſs partake, 
I quit the hopes I held before, | | 


To truſt the merits of thy Son, Dares not appear before thy throne 

Yes, I muſt and will eſteem But faith can anſwer thy demands, 

All things but loſs for Jes vs” fake ; | By pleading what my Lon p bas done, 
I 


The beſt obedience of my hands 


24 APRIL, n 


YO D has exa/ted Cu RIS JESUS with his right hand, to be a prince tl 
* Saviour, to give repentance unto 1fraet, and forgiveneſs of fins, Ac rt 
V. 31. 


Tx1xr. not, what reaſon have I to repent? I am no murderer « 
robber; for thou art both. By thy fins thou haſt murdered the Sa 
of Gov, and by thy pride robbed Gop of his own : therefore, if th 
old heart is not changed yet into a new one, and thou feceleſt ſom 
uneaſineſs on account of thine. eternal ſalvation, great care is to h 
taken not to miſtake it for temptations of the devil; but believe m 
that it is the work of CuRIST, who awakens thee, offers thee repent 
ance, and will make thee quite another man. © He ſtands at th 
6 door and knocks; and if any man will hear his voice, and open tht 
„ door, he will come in to him, and ſup with him,” Rev, iti, 20, 


Now Cnx19T will ev'ry want ſupply, There ſhall his ſacred Spirit dell; 
And fill our hearts with peace; And deep engrave his law, 

He gives by cov'nant and by oath And ev'ry motion of our ſouls 
The riches of his grace. To ſwift obedience draw. 

Our heart, that flinty ſtubborn thing, Thus will he pour ſalvation down, 
That terrors cannot move, And we ſhall render praiſe 

That fears no threat'ninęs of his wrath, We the dear people of his love, 


Shall be CilTolv'd by love. | And he our Gop of grace, 


| 
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60 is not a Gop of confuſion, 1 Cor. xiv. 33. Te has made every 


thing beautiful in its ſeaſon. Alſo he has fet the world in their heart, jo 
that no man can find out the work that GoD makes from the beginning to the 
end, ECCLES, iii. 11. 


O Loxd, I am like a little child, knowing neither the beginning or 


end of my ways; but thou being my counſellor, I think it my only 
wiſdom to be adviſed and ruled by thee. O ſhew me then always thy 
way in all things, even in the leaſt; that I may never mils to do thy 
work in due ſeaſon and due order. Make me ſuch a faithful ſteward, 
as not to go one inch from thy will; but on all occaſions to act and 


ſuffer according to thy good pleaſure. 


Whether, O whether ſhould I fly, | Which ſhall I leave, and which purſue ? 
But to my loving Saviour's breaſt ! Thou only my adviſer be; 

Secure within thy arms to lie, My Goo, I know not what to do, 
And ſafe bzneath thy wings to reſt, But O! mine eyes are fix'd on thce, 

] have no might t' oppoſe the foe ; | Fooliſh, and impotent, and blind, 

But everlaſting ſtrength is thine: Lead me a way I have not known; 
Stew me the way that I ſhonld go, | Bring me where I my heav'n may fin, 
Shew me the path I ſhould decline. The heav'n of loving thee alone, 


12 
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IV © I he who flablifheth us with you in CHRIST, and hath anointed usj G 0 
GOD. who hath alſo ſealed us, and given us the earneſt of the Spirit inn . 
hearts, 2 COR, i. 21, 22. Ep H. i. 14. 


AsENSIBIE joy of faith, and great delight in prayer, are not th 
only evidences of this earneſt and ſealing of the Spirit; theſe ſom Ju 
times are wanting: but we may know alſo we are ſealed by theſe mark the c 
that we receive CHRIST in all his offices; that we have a ſincere d The 
fire to do only the will of Gop in all things; that we hate fin im ſor a 
concileably ; that we are humbled, convinced and led into all nec form 
ſary truths by the Spirit. Theſe are conſtant marks even ford giver 


weakeſt, a pet 
Why ſhould the children of a King | Aſſure my conſcience of her part mal 
Go mourning all their days? In the Redeemer's blood; 0 
Great Comforter deſcend, and bring And bear thy witneſs with my heart, | 
Some tokens of thy grace, That I am vorn of Gov. Bro 

Deft thou not dwell in all the ſaints, | Thou art the earneſt of his love, ö 
And ſeal the heirs of heav*n ? The pledge of joy to come; G 
When wilt thou baniſh my complaints, And thy ſoft wings, celeſtial Dove, : 
And ſhew my fins forgivea ? | Will ſafe convey me home. 


— ̃ ——— — m 
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GoWb: merciful to me a ſinner, LUKE xviii. 19. Look upon my affliftion 


and my pain, and forgive all my fins, PSALM xxv. 1 8—Divine anſwer ; 
The Lok p is gracious and full of compaſſion, and of great mercy ; the Lox o 
is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works, PSM cxlv. 8, 9. 
J Thereſore, my ſon, be of good chear ; thy fins are forgiven thee, Marr. ix. 2. 


JusTIFICATION or remiſſion of ſins before the tribunal of Gon, and 
che comfortable aſſurance of it in the heart, do not always go together, 
The ſentence of pardon may be paſſed, and the ſenſe of it be wanting 
for a time, or conſiſt only in ſome feeble glimpſes now and then. The 
former is done all at once, in the moſt perfect manner; the latter is 
given by degrees, as far as believers are able to receive it: Therefore 
|= penitent ſoul muſt converſe. much with the goſpel, and pray conti- 
nually for more light, and a greater degree of faith and peace. 


O Gon of mercy, hear my call; | Shall ſpeak aloud thy righteouſneſs, 
My load of guilt remove; | And make thy praiſe my ſong. 


Break down this ſeparating wall, A ſoul oppreſt with ſin's deſert 
That bars me from my love. My God will ne'er deſpiſe ; 


Give me the preſence of thy grace; | An humble groan, a broken heart, 
Then my rejoicing tongue Is our beſt ſacrifice, 


13 
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D LIGHT thyfelf in the Lon p, and he Hall give thee the defirs i 


thine heart, PSALM xxxvii. 4. 


Ir thou deſireſt to delight thyſelf only in the Lo xp, and art morek 
licitous for the increaſe of faith, love and holineſs, than temporal hap 
pineſs; and wouldeſt even loſe the latter, provided there was an add 
tion to the former; this comes not from nature, but is an infallibt 
mark of grace and regeneration ; and the Losp fhall give thee alt 
the deſires of thine heart, and even more than thou deſireſt. 

Nothing can be more fooliſh, than to harbour one or more ſecn 
luſts in our hearts, after we have been once awakened. We muſt a 
tainly ſuffer for it; our conſcience will check us for it; we cann 
enjoy it with half the pleaſure as before ; our courſe is hindered, as 


our peace diſturbed, How much more prudent and profitable tha; 


would it be, to foriake all and follow Cu ist ſtraight, who can or 
ſatisfy the deſires of our heart! Conſider this, O my foul ! att iu 
wiſer part; let thy eye be ſingle; cleave to him alone, when othe 
cleaving to the creatures, pretend to ſerve two maſters. Thus thi 
wilt be able to taſte the kiſſes of his mouth, and the cryſtal ſtrea 
of his comfortable and heavenly love, 


— 


Dear Saviour, let thy beauties be And grace command my heart away 
My ſoul's eternal food; From all created good. 


een the moſt incurable diſeaſes, Ps AL M ciii. 3. 
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H L me, O Lord, and I ſhall be healed, IE R. xvii. 14. Divine an- 
wer; I am the Lo RD that healeth thee, Exop. xv. 26. They that be 
whole ant not a phiyſician, but they that are fuk, MATT. ix. 12, I have 


ſeen his ways, and will heal them, Isa. Ixii. 18. chap. xlii. 3. and Ixi. 1. 


He healed all that were ficky MATT. viii. 15— 17. 


Tais was an b of his power and grace, to heal all ſpiritual diſeaſes of our ſouls, 
though ever ſo deſperate and dangerous, Therefore give thyſeit only up to his cure, he 
underſtands thy diſtemper alſo, and will certainly reſtore thee, He has healed a great 
many already, nay all thoſe who ever deſired it, from all their infirmities, Thou cart 
never be too miſerable and bad for him; he is ever willing and able to help. The worſe 
thy caſe is, the more he will pity thee and have patience, Before we can be made whole, 
his way is to make us thoroughly ſenſible of our ſickneſs, and lay our wounds more and 
more open. But as the phyſician then is moſt wanted, we muſt be the. more earneſt to 
implore his help, and he will ſurely bind us up again and heal us; though perhaps not at 
once, but ſometimes ſlowly and wonderfully, yet thcroughly at laſt ; for he heals AL T, 


* 


Bind up, O Lon p, and chear my ſoul Let not thy Spirit quite depart, 
With thy forgiving love; Nor drive me from thy tace ; 
O make my broken ſpirit whole, Create anew my vicious heart, 
And bid my pains remove, And fill it with thy grace, 


1 40 
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C ONFESS your faults one to another, — Janus v. 16, % 


IT is related of St John the evangeliſt, that being upon his return from Patmos g 
Epheſus, after the death of Domitian, he was ſet upon by a company of thieves, among 
hom was a young man their captain z to him St John applied himſelf, by way of wha. 
ſome counſel and advice, which took ſo good effect, that he became a new man, and va 
converted, and went thereupon to to all his fellow thieves, and beſought them in the nam 
of ]Jx6us Cur1sT, that they would walk no longer in their former wicked ways. R 
told them withal, that he was troubled in conſcience for his former wicked life, at 
earneſtly intreated them, that as they tendered the welfare of their own ſouls, they woll 
now leave off their old courſes, and live more conſcientiouſly for the time to come, Ti: 
counſel was good, and well taken, ſo that many of thoſe great robbers became great co 
verts. Thus it is that one ſinner's confeſſion of his faults to another, may happily pron 
the conve:ſion of one by the other. Hence it is, that the meaning of that apoſtolic pt 
cept, © Confeſs your faults one to another,“ is made out by ſome interpreters to be, thi 
thoſe that have been partners together in ſin, ſhould go one to another, and ſeriouſly o 
feſs their fins each to the other; he that hath been a drunkatd, or any otherwiſe a wich 
liver, let him go to lis companions in iniquity, and tell them that he is troubled in mins 
becauſe of his former exceſs, and perhaps he may be a means of converting them. R 
der, art thou a converted man, follow this method, go to thy old companions, warn tha 
of their danger, and thou wilt either be a means of converting them, or hereby wilt 
rid of their troubleſome company in future, 
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LV, enter not into judgment with, thy ſervant, Ps ALM cxin, 2. Divine 

anſwer ; Verily, verily I ſay unto you, He that heareth my voice, and be- 
licveth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into con- 
demnation, but is paſſed from death unto life, Ion x v. 24. See allo chap. 
Vil, 31. ISA. XXV. 8. 


SINCE the judge himſelf is our Brother, our Bridegroom, the Loxp 
of death and life, yea even our liſe; believers cannot die any more, 
but ; are paſſed from death unto liſe;“ it being impoſſible that CHRI I 
ſhould die again. He that owns the juſtice of Guy's judgment, con- 
feſſes himſelf guilty in all things, and appeals from the judgment: ſeat 
to the mercy- eat, him the LoD will own and juſtify again through 
the righteouſneſs of his Son: For © if we would judge ourſelves, we 
* ſhould not be judged. We ſhall even judge together with ChRISAT,“ 
1 Cok. vi. 2. and ſurely we will not condemn ourlelves; much lels 
will Cuz1srT : for he loves us more than we do ourlelves, 


'Tis G op that juſtifies their ſouls ; Behold him r.fing from the dead. 
And mercy like a mighty ſtream, 


Who ſhall the Lox p's ele& condemn ! | And the ſalvation to fulfil, 
O'er all their fins divinely rolls, 


Faith has an overcoming pow'r, 

I: triumphs in the dying hour; 
Cur1sT is our life, our joy, our hope, 
Nor can we fink with ſuch a prop. 


Who ſhall adjudge the ſaints to hell? 
Tis Cax1sT that ſuffer'd in their head; 
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61 heed to me, O Lord, JE R. xviii. 19.— Divine anſwer; Be 3 | 
he that keepeth Hrael ſhall neither flumber nor ſleep, PSALM cxxi. 4 7 
Caſting all your care upon Gob, for he careth for you, 1 PET. v. 7. | 


dar 

Tux care of the Lon b, which he takes for his little ones, far and in. oo 
finitely exceeds the care of the moſt tender mother over her weak * 
and helpleſs child. Be I then never ſo weak, miſerable and fooliſh uf gen 


my own eyes, the Loxp being the guardian of ſuch babes, will hae Cn 
patience with me. Nay theſe are the very veſlels of his grace. Ther an« 
fore conſidering myſelf always as a weak ignorant child, I will key 1 t 


cloſe to him. He is the miniſter of the ſanQuary, and will never | ** 
me want any thing, but deſend, provide, and train me up in the bel "on 
and moſt ſuitable manner, In 
Be thou my counſellor, | Should all the hoſts of death, op 

My pattern and my guide And pow'rs of hell unknown, WA 

And thro' this deſert land : Put their moſt dreadful forms T 

Still keep me near thy ſide, Of rage and miſchief on notio 

O let my feet f I ſhall be ſafe, bmp! 

Ne' er run aſtray, For Cux 1s r diſplays Ri 

Nor rove, nor ſeek Superior pow'r ; but fe 

The crooked way, And guardian grace. I futur 


— 
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7 EY ſaid unto the woman, Noro we believe, not becauſe of thy faying, for 


we have heard him ourſelves, and know that this 1s indeed the Cnx1sr, the 
Saviour of the world. If ſo be ye have taſted that the Lob is gracious, Joux 
iv. 42. 1 PETER ii. 3. 

Ir is a great concernment to know that the ſcripture hath ſuch a 
witneſs as experience, and that there is ſuch a trade and correipon- 
dence as this betwixt the ſaints and the word; betwixt the believer and 
Carrsr, which heth not in the common road of the world. O what 
an empty thing would religion be, if it had not this word experience in 
it, that ſecret, and ſure mark whereby the chriſtian knoweth the ſcrip- 
ture is of Gop and his own intereſt in CuRISsT, how thus the Lon 
hath often ſealed his inſtruction in a dark plunge! O what an excel- 
lent interpreter is experience, taſte and ſec ! for thus the ſerious chriſ- 
tian getteth a view of the ſcripture and ſpiritual things, which the 
moſt ſubtil and piercing eye of unſanctified ſchoolmen cannot reach, 
PSALM xx xiv. 8. and cxvi. 10. 2 Tim. i. 12. GAL. ii. 16. Hes. iv. g. 

This cannot be found in books; men will not meet with it in a throng of the choiceſt 
notions ; it confoundeth the wiſe and diſputer of this world, while the meaneſt and moſb 
fimple chriſtian underſtandeth it well to the ſatisfaction o' his ſoul. 

Reader, preſs after experience, live not by hearſay, : id upon the comforts of others, 
but ſtek to the Lok o that he would give thee this inwart teſtimony ; it will Kelp thee in 
future trials; it will remove many of thy fears, make thy paſſage through life eaſy and 
comfortable, and be as a pledge of thy future glory, 


4 May, (- 134” 


Hoſoever will eome after me, let ham deny himfelf, and take up his cn 

daily, and follow me : for whoſoever will fave his life, ſhall loſe it; but 
whoſoever ſhall loſe his life for my ſake, the ſame jhall ſave it, Maxk viii. gl, 
32. LUKE ix. 23. IWWhoſoever he be of you that forfakeli not all that he hath, 
he cannot be my diſciple, Lu x E xiv. 33. 


Tuis doctrine is diſcarded by all who call CHRIST Lord, Lord, 
but do not the things which he ſaith.” The language of their hear 
is, Speak unto us ſmooth things, propheſy deceits, IsA1. xxx, 10, 
How different was that of the apoſtle ! “ So fight I, not as one that 
<<: beateth the air; but I keep under my body, and bring it into ſub- 
* jection; leſt that by any means, when I have preached to others 
J myſelf ſhould be a caſt-away,” 1 Cor, ix. 27, 28. No crols, no 
crown: Let us not then be afraid of the croſs; for when we bear it 
it bears us; and when we refuſe to take it up, we refuſe the ſtaff of 
every Chriſtian pilgrim, and the weapon of every Chriſtian ſoldier; 


we renounce the tree of life for that of knowledge; and pradtically} 


deny Jꝝsus CuRIsT, and him crucified,” 


Give me, O Loxo, a ſober mind, That tramples down, and caſts behind, 
A ſteady, ſelf-renouncing will, The deadly baits of pleaſing ill. 


j 


1 


5 May. 1 


HAT things ſoever ye deſire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, 

and ye ſhall have them, Mar xi. 24. Verity, verily I fay unto you, 
Whatfoever ye ſhall aſk the Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto 
have ye aſked nothing in my name; aſk, and ye ſhall receive, that your joy may 
be full, Joux xvi. 23, 24. But aſk in faith, nothing wavering ; for he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the fra ; let not that man think that he ſhall receive 
any thing of the LoD, JAMES i. 6, 7. 


HrRop promiſed with an oath to give the daughter of Herodias whatever ſh2 would 
aſk, even to the half of his kingdom. How advantageous was his promiſe? But how 
much more ſo that of the LoD? © By myſelf have I ſworn, ſays he, that in bleſſing 1 
« will bleſs thee, GERN. xxii. 16, 179, When he bids us aſk, he does not lay us under a 
reſtriction of not aſking above half a kingdom. No; we may aſk a whole kingdom; even 
the kingdom of heaven: nay, we may have the offer of two kingdoms ; that of grace, and 
that of glory. Both are purchaſed for us by the blood of the Lamb; both promiſed to 
believers in the word of the goſpel 3 and both actually beſtowed, the former upon pray- 


ing fouls in the church militant, the latter upon praiſing ſouls in the church triumphant, 


If now we do not enjoy the kingdom of grace, righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the holy 
Cheſt, it is merely becauſe we have not aſked, or have aſked amiſs ; that is, without fa.th, 
without patience, or in our own name, and not in the all-prevailing name of Jzsvs, 


Faith, mighty faith, the promiſe ſees, Laughs at impoſſibilities, 
And looks to Cur15sT alone; And cries, IT SHALL BE DONE, 
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6 Mar. ( 126) 


O Lox, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great, PSALM xxv. 11.—Dwwt 
anſwer ; IWhere ſin abounded, grace did muck more abound, ROM. v.! 


For Go will abundantly pardon, ISsAI. lv. 7. 


Ir is all one with Gop to forgive a repenting {inner his treſpaſl 
whether great or imall ; many or few ; for they are all paid with on 
ranſom, No ſin, properly ſpeaking, is little in itſelf ; and none great 
than the grace of Goo, and the infinite price laid down for it. Wh 
ever fins therefore a man feels, yet he may throw himſelf upon th 
abounding grace of Gop, But this grace muſt always be our comlg 
to depend upon it alone, even when it is beſt with us; for then an} 
it is beſt with us, when we depend alone on grace, and live in it 


in our clement, 


Why does your face, ye humble ſouls, 
Thoſe mournfel colours wear? 

What doubts are theſe, that waſte your faith, 
And nouriſh your ceſpair ? 


What tho' your num'rous fins exceed 
The ftars that fill the ſkies ; 

And, aiming at th' eternal throne, 
Like pointed mountains rife ! 


See here an endleſs ocean flaws 
Of nc ver failing grace; 
Behold a dving Saviour's veins 

The ſacred flood increaſe : 


It riſes high, and drowns the hills, 
Has neither ſhore nor bound: 

Now, if we ſearch to find our fins, 
Gur ſins can ne'er be found, 


7 May. (. "127-3 
27 E mercy upon me, O Lon, for I am weak, Psa l. vi. S. and ſtrengthen 


me with ſtrength in my ſoul, Ps L. xxxviii. g. Divine anſwer; My 
grace is ſuffictent for ther; for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs, 2 Cor. 
x11. 9, The Lo p delights not in the ſtrength of an horſe, he takes nat plea- 


fure in the legs of a man: The Lord takes. pleaſure in them that fear him, in 


thoſe that hope for his mercy, Psa LM cxIvii. 10, 11. The Lok o, our 


Strength, mighty Gop and ExMANUEL, will give ſtrength unto his people, 
PSALM xxix. 11. 


WurkEix the ſoul ſeems to be weakeſt, and has the greateſt ſtruggle 
with nature, ſhe may be ſtrongeſt through grace, and come off with a 
moſt glorious crown. Therefore judge, and diſpair not of overcom- 
ing by the power of Gop, be there ever ſo ſtrong and obſtinate enemies 
in thee or in others. I am weak indeed, but Cux1sT is ſtrong; I am 
poor, he is rich; I ſick, he the phyſician of the ſick; I a ſinner, he 


the Saviour of ſinners; conſequently he ſuits me, and 1 ſuit him ex- 
tremely well. 8 
Let me but hear my Saviour ſav, When I am weak, then am I ſtrong, 
Strength ſhall be equal to the day;“ | Grace is my ſhield, and Cyr1sT my ſong, 
e | 2 1 deep diſtreſs, | I can'do all things, or can bear 
ing on all-ſuthcient grace, | All ſuff rings, if my Lok be there; 


| Sweet pleaſures mingle with the pains, 


While his left hand my head ſuſtains. 


I elory in infirmity, 
That Cxs15T's own pow'r may reſt on me: 


6 Mar. ( 126 ) 3 
O Lon p, pardon mine iniquity, for it is great, PSALM xxv. 11-—Dwn + 

- anſwer; IWhere ſin abounded, grace did much more abound, ROM. v.! H i 
For Gop will abundantly pardon, IS AI. lv. 7. 


Ir is all one with Gov to forgive a repenting ſinner his treſpaſt 
whether great or imall ; many or few; for they are all paid with a 
ranſom, No ſin, properly ſpeaking, is little in itſelf ; and none gre 
than the grace of God, and the infinite price laid down for it. W 


thoſe 


Strer 
PSA 


ever fins therefore a man feels, yet he may throw himſelf upon i V 
abounding grace of Gop, But this grace muſt always be our comſaf with 
to depend upon it alone, even when it is beſt with us; for then a moſt 
it is beſt with us, when we depend alone on grace, and live in it ng 
in our clement, | A. 
| ; poor 
Why does your face, ye humble ſouls, See here an endleſs ocean flaws the \ 
Thoſe mournful colours wear ? Of never failing grace; rem 
What doubts are theſe, that waſte your faith, | Behold a ding Saviour's veins Let x 
And nouriſh your ceſpair ? The ſacred flood jucreaſe: & 6, 
What tho' your num'rous fins exceed | It riſes high, and drowns the hills, The 
The ftars that fill the ſkies ; Has neither ſhore nor bound : Lean 
And, aiming at th' eternal throne, Now, if we ſearch to find our ſins, I 1 80 
Like pointed mountains rife ! | Gur fins can ne'er be found, Tha 
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7 Ma, ( 127 ) 
H4 E mercy upon me, O Lord, for Iam weak, Ps a b. vi. 8. and ſt rengthen 


me with ſtrength in my foul, Ps L. xxxviii. g. Divine anſwer; My 
grace is ſuſicient for thee; for my ſtrength is made perfect in weakneſs, 2 Cox. 
I. 9, The Lon p delights not in the ſtrength of an horſe, he lakes not plea- 
frre in the legs of a man: The Lord takes. pleaſure in them that fear him, in 
thoſe that hope for his mercy, Psa LM cxlvili. 10, 11. The Lonp, our 


Strength, mighty Gop and ExMANUEL, will give ſtrength unto his people, 
PSALM xxix. 11. 


Waris the ſoul ſeems to be weakeſt, and has the greateſt ſtruggle 
T with nature, ſhe may be ſtrongeſt through grace, and come off with a 
nf moſt glorious crown. Therefore judge, and diſpair not of overcom- 
i ling by the power of Gop, be there ever ſo ſtrong and obſtinate enemies 

in thee or in others. I am weak indeed, but Cux1sr is ſtrong; Iam 
poor, he is rich; I ſick, he the phyſician of the ſick; I a ſinner, he 


the Saviour of ſinners; conſequently he ſuits me, and 1 ſuit him ex- 
tremely well. = 
Let me but hear my Saviour ſav, When I am weak, then am I ſtrong, 
Strength ſhall be equal to the day | Grace is my ſhield, and Cyrx1$sT my ſong, 
„ Then I rejoice in deep diſtreſs, | 


| | LE, 
Leaning on all-ſufficient grace, | can do all things, or can bear 


All ſuff rings, if my Lok d be there; 
Sweet pleaſures mingle with the paine, 
| While his left hand my head ſuſtains. 


I elory in infirmity, 
That Cxa15 T's own pow'r may reſt on me: 


8 MA. ( 128 ) 


Herewithal fhal! a young man cleanſe his way? By taking heed there 
cording to thy word. Ofen thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondn 
things out of thy law. Remove from me the way of lying, and grant me 
law gracouſly. I have chojen the way of truth; thy judgments have I laid 
fore me. Teach me, O Lox p, the way of thy flatutes, and I ſhall keep it u 
the end, PSA LM cxix. 9, 18, 29, 30, 33. 


Tux old and the young cannot live irreproachably, without taku 
heed to the word of Gop ; if they depart from that, they ſoon fall in 
error, and vicious courſes; but if they make it their rule, then tt 
muſt ſtudy it thoroughly, which cannot be done without the illun 
nation of the Holy Spirit, for which they muſt diligently pray. Fo 
David conſidered his eyes as ſhut, how much more ſhould we conlidſhei 
ours ſo, and pray, Open thou mine eyes,” &c, He who doth uh 
fervently pray thus, is ſtill blind, and hath not an eye; even thou 
he ſhould be deep in theological learning, and eſteemed a profou 
divine. Lox, grant that we may ſee the wonders of thy Law af 
thy Coſpel, and turn us out of the wrong way. Let thy judgmeh-: 
be always beſore us, as our guides, that we may chooſe the nat 
path of truth, and ſtedfaſtly walk in it to the end: for this was Dau p 
requeſt throughout this long pſalm. | mm 

How ſhall the young ſecure their hearts, Thy word the choiceſt rules imparty, 1 

And guard their lives from fin ? To keep the confcience clean, 
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mine enemies, PSALM xxvii. 11. 


Tknowcſt that 


nd Saviour. Amen. 
ug 1 lift my foul to Gop, 
My troſt is in his name; 
zen Let not my foes, that ſeek my blood, 
Still triumph in my ſhame, 
Sin and the pow'rs of hell 
Perſuade me to deſpair; 
Los, let me know thy cov'nant well, 
u, That I may ſcape the ſnare, 


129 ) 
EACH me thy way, O Loro, and lead me in a plam path, becauſe of 


Teach me thy way, O Lox D; I wil 


walk in thy truth e Unite my heart to fear thy name, PSALM IxXXXxvi. 11.— 
Divine anſwer ; Good and upright is the Lon p, therefore will he teach fin- 
ers in the way. What man is he that fears the Lo DH? Im fhall he teach 
mn the way that he ſhall cloſe, PsALM xxv. 8, 12. 
O Lox, be ge to fulkl this gracious promiſe in me alſo. Thou 
have nothing ſo much at heart as to do thy will, and 
Het am very oſten loſt in darkneſs. 
$$ written; it is thy own word; I depend upon it. 
limes accompliſhed the ſame already ; and art willing and able to do 
evermore, ſor thy own name's ſake, and for my enemies ſake. Thou 
Peing the Gop of my covenant, I keep cloſe to thy words, which can 
Mpever paſs away, but are all yea and amen in ChRISH JESUS our LoRD 


I truſt thou wilt do it. Here it 
Thou haſt many 


| The Loxv is juſt ard kind; 

The meek ſhall learn his ways; 
And ev'ry humble ſinner find 

The meithods of his grace. 
| For his own goodneſs fake 

He faves my ſoul frem ſhame ; 
He pardons (tho' my guilt be great) 
| Thro* my Red:eme:'s name. 
K 


10 MA. 3 


TUR N again our captitity, O LoD, PAL. cxxvi. 4.— Divine anſwa 

Ihe Lok p has anomted me to preach good tidings unto the meek, to proda 
liberty to the caftives, and the opening of the priſon to them that are bon 
Isa1. Ixi. 1. For thus faith the Lo RD, Sc. 1 * give thee for a co 
to the people, Gc. that thou mayeſt jay to the priſoners, Go forth ; ; ts themthats 
in da- Aneſſ, Shew yourſelves : they ſhall feed in the ways, and their palm 
fra'l ve in all ach places ; they ſhall not hunger nor thu jt, I8a1, xlix. 8 
10. Sce allo chap. XXXV, 10. 


unbelief.and a bad conicience, or of a ca ad Pa x mind, 
Bury'd in ſhedovs of the night | He ſets the pris'ners free, and breaks 
We lie, ll Canis reſtores the light; The iron bondage from our necks, 


Wiſdom deſcends to heal the blind, 
And chaſe the Carkneſs of the SY 


Poor helpleſs worms in thee poſſeſs 
Grace, wiidom, pow'r, and righteoulnts. 
Jesus beholds where Satan reigns, Thou art our mighty all, and we 
Bind.ng his Raves in heavy chains ; . Give our whole ſelves, 0 Lok p, to tht 


gel 


II May. 13 0 


OW tong wilt thou hide thy face from me, O Lord ? PSALM Xiii. 2. 

Divine anſwer; bor a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, but with 
great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a 
moment, but with everlaflin;s kindneſs will I have mercy on thee : for this is as 
the waters of Noah unto me; for as I have fern that the waters of Noah 
ſhould no more go over the earth ; fo have I ſworn, that I would not be wroth 
with thee, nor rebuke thee, Is xt. liv. 7—9 


WHEN the Logo is pleated to quicken us in cur prayers with a lively impreſſion of 
one or more promiſes, we ate apt to think that te hour of his help is come. But aiter- 


cards it may be, he nut only hides himfſclt for 3 gieat while again; but things take even 


ſoch a ſtrange and contrary courſe, as if all had been nothing, or as if nothing was more 
uncertain than the word of Gov, nay even Gop himſelf, They who deny ſuch temp- 
tations, are ſtrangers both to themſelves and to the devices of Satan, But chriſtians mutt 
then be prudently upon their guard, thinking that Gop is going to co ſome glorious things 
for them: for if they are firſt more convinced of their utter unworthineſs, if they act faith 
and patience, and are more earneſt in prayers, they are fit to receive fo much more grace 
afterwards. Though yet, after all, Gop, as a ſovereign, will give ſuch meaſures of grace, 
at ſuch ſeaſons, and to ſuch per ſons, as he pleaſes, 


Drar Loeb! behold our fore diſtreſs ; An advocate ſo near the throne 
Our fins attempt to 1eign ; Pleads and prevails with Gon. 
Stretch out thine arm of conqu*ring grace, How boundleſs is our Father's grace, 
And let thy foes be ſlain. In height, and depth, and length 
If thou deſpiſe a mortal groan, He made his Son our 2 
Vet hear a ſaviour's blood; His Spirit is gur ſtreng!!“ 


3 | K 2 


12 MA v. (338-3 
2 IW long wilt thou forget me, O Los p? PsAL iii. 2. Divine at: 


ſwer; Can a women forget her ſucking cla, that ſſie ſhould not have cn. 
paſſion ou the fon of her womb ? Yea, they may forget; yet w:ll I not font 
thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls an 
continually before me, Is AI. xlix 15, 16. I will not leave you comfortiſ, 
Jour xiv. 18. 


Wen all our {ins and afflictions ſo ſoon to be prayed away with 
few words, whence theſe ſad and repeated complaints of David ? Why 
ſhould Gop adviſe us to wait for him, and perſevere in hope? Ant 
how could faith and patience be exerciſed ? In our cloſeis we may be 
lifted up with high ſpeculations; ſcem to be ſtrong, and able to leap 
over all the walls; but in great diſtreſs we fee how dejected, anda 
it were deſpondent, our hearts are, Ps xxx. 7, 8, But the Logs 
preſerves us. 


Can a woman's tender care Thou ſha!t ſce my glory ſoon, 
Ceaſe toward 1}:2 child ſhe bare? When the werk of prace is done; 
Yes, ſhe may forgetful be, Fartner of my throne ſhalt be; 

Yet will I remember thee i Say, poor finner, lov'it thou me? 
Mine is an unchanging Jove ? Loko, it is my chief complaint, 
Higher than the heights above; That my love is weak and faint; 
Vecoer chan the depths bencath; Yet I love thee, and adore, 


"726, ard faitnfui, ſtrong ar denn. Of grace to love thee more | 


13 MAY, 11 

OH E IV me thy ways, O LoxD, and teach me thy paths, Ps U xxv. 4. 
Shew me now thy way that I may know thee, Ex0D, xxxin. 13.—Divine 

anſwer; 1 zoull inſtruct thee and teach thee in the way that thou ſhalt go: 4 

will guide thee with mine eye, PSALM xxxii. 8. My preſence all go with 

thee, and I will give thee reſt, ExoD. xxxiii. 14, 


O Lord, ſuffer me not to deviate one inch from thy way, much leſs to fall away 
from thee, the true vine and fortreſs of my ſoul, by the plauſible inſinuations of my own 
brain and imagination. May I never run, before thou haſt called me, to the hurt of my 
ſoul ; but conſtantly and confidently ab: de-in thee, always drawing fiſt the neceſſary light 
and frenzth from thee by never ceaſing ſupplications. Grant that my eye being fixed 
continually upon thee, I may be guided into all truth, my doings be attended with thy 
bleſſings, aud my whole life be a conſtant progreſs towards heaven. 

CHRIS T's anſwer ; 
* I will keep thee as the apple of mine eye, that no evil ſhall come near thee, As a 


I careful mother watches over her child, ſo have 1 undertaken to teach thee my path, 


* and guide thee with mine own eyes, Whatever faintings and failings may befal thee, 
* yet will I be ever faithful, raiſing thee up again, and puthing thee on evermore in my 
* ways, Nay, as a good ſhepherd, I will carry thee in my oon arms, whenever thy in- 
A creaſing weakneſs ſhall require.“ 


My honour is engeg'd to ſave All that my heav'nly Father gave, 
The meaneſt of my ſheep ; My hands ſecurely keep, 
* 3 


14 MA x. (- 238 - 3 


B theſe, (books) my fon, le admonifhed, Ee. x!1, 12, But, as new-k 
babes, defire the ſincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby , 1 PET, ü.. 


Nzw-borx babes mult not ſelf-conceitedly be deſirous of high thing 
and ſtrong meat. Such have more need experimentally to underſtan 
the firſt oracles of Cux Is, and taſte the milk and ſaving power oft 
goſpel. This would beſt make them grow in grace, and wean tha 
from the world; ſince a jucking child eſteems nothing elle in compar 
{on of its mother's breaſt; and thoſe that delight more in loſty . 
imaginations, than the Bible, do not ſollow the right ſpirit, and 
laſt muſt come to their catechiſm again. For the more a chriſtian} 
approaching to his end, and deſires to be duly prepared for heave 
the more he walks in deep humility and godly ſimplicity, placing hin 
ſelf on the loweſt bench of weak and little children. And thus the 
are the fitteſt veſſels of grace ; they will certainly be enlightened, a 
have the myſtery of Cux15r revealed in their hea arts, MATT. xi. 25. 
There was an hour when CnRISZ rejoic'd, But all this glory lies conceal'd 
And ſpoke his joy in words of praiſe ; From men of prudence and of wit; 
Father, I thank thee, mighty Gop, The prince of darkneſs blinds their eye 
Lox p of the earth, and heav'n, and ſeas! - And their own pride reſiſts the light. 
I thank thy ſov'reign pow'r and love, Father, tis thus, becayſe thy will 
That crowns my doctrine with ſucceſs ; Choſe and ordain'd it ſhould be ſo; 
And males the babes in knowledge le arn "Tis thy detight Cabaſe the proud, 

"le height, tbebteadth, and lenyih of grace, And lay the haughty ſcorner low, 


15 May. (3083 


F R thas cauſe I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord JIxsuvs CuRIsr, 

of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named; that he roh 
grant you, according to the riches of his lo, to be flrengthened, &c. Evit. iii. 
14-16, read on to verſe 21. 


Tuis is a prayer, and a form fit to be uſed by miniſters for their congregations, and by 
all chriſtians for themſelves: it may be uſed as a daily prayer; we fhould offer ttt up in 
faith, without apprehending that the favour we alk is too great, Gop will do exceed- 
ingly more for us, than we can cither aſk or underſtand : Whatever we aſk, he will grant 
us ſtill more; for though we are finners, yet J£$vs hath received gifts even for ſinners, 
and to every one of us (wer. 7. ) is given grace according to the meaſure of the gift of 
Carts T, that we may enjoy all things ricnly, CR ISV being rich towards all them that 
call upon him, O Gov, thou art our Father, reconciled to us in CH 1sT z. grant us 
therefore power, great power, according to the riches of thy glory, not according ts the 
nazrownels of our hearts. We ſtand in need of great power, tur we have great enemies; 
ſtrengthen us by thy Spirit in the inner man, Lox p JESUS, do thou dwell in our hearts, 
and grant us to be rooted in thy love, that we way know it more and more, and that it 
may be ſhed abroad in our hearts, and that we may be filled with all the fulneſs of Gov. 


To thee, my Go, I daily ſigh, [ Far greater things than earth can yield 
But not ſor golden ſtores ; My wiſhes weu'd ſecure, 


Nor covet I the brighteſt gems ; : 
Thoſe bliſsful, thoſe tranſporting ſmiles, 
On the rich eaſtern ſhores, That brighten heav'n above; 


Nor pleaſure” s ſoft enticing charms | The boundleſs riches of thy grace, 
My fond deſires allure ; And treaſures of thy love, 


16 May. 5 


2 HY word have I hid in my heart, that I miglit not fin againſt thee Ste, 

lifh thy word unto thy ſervant, who is devoted to thy law. Then ſhall 
not be aſhamed, when I have reſpect unto all thy cee 'Therefor, 
remember the word unto thy ſervant, upon which thou haſt cauſed me to hop. 
T fhall run the way of thy commandments, when thou jhalt . my hear, 
PSALM cxix. 11, 38. and ver. 6, 49, 32. 


Tavs goſpel-comfort powerfully ſtirreth up to walk according to the 
law ; * law urges evermore to lay hold on and make a right uk 
of che goſpel, ſo as not to abuſe it to ſecurity; which are both vey 
needful. For whoſoever makes void and negletts the law, cannot bu 
make a wrong application of the golpel, and is in danger of either 
being hurled into libertiniſm, following the bent of his own imagine 
tion ; or, to his great puniſhment, falls under a heavy yoke of mere hu. 
man inventions. May the n lead and keep us in the right way. 


L- den with guilt, and full of fears, | My guide to everlefting lite, 
I fly to thee, my Logy ; 'I hro* all this gloomy vale, 
And not a glimpſe of hope appears, | 


: . [ 7 | i 
But in thy written word, O! may thy counſels, mighty God, 


My roving feet command ; 
Nor I forſake the happy road 
That leads to thy right hand. 


This is the judge that ends the ſtrife, 
Where wit and reaſon fail : | 


TIA 


17 May. [3429 1 i 


HROUG HI the law I am dead lo the law, that I might live unto Gov. 

I am crucified with Cur 1ST, nevertheleſs I live; yet not I, but Cu 1ST lavet/t 
imme: and the life which I now live in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the Son 
of Goo, who loved me and gave himſelf for me, GAL. ii. 19. | 


Cux1sT being our head, in whom all fullneſs dwells, he will certainly 
fill all his members with life and ſtrength, according to his promiſe, 
Joux xiv. 19. * I live, and ye ſhall live alſo;“ and chap. xvii. g. 
* This is eternal life,” &c. To know CuRIST, and Cob in Cukisr, 
as love, is true light and life; he that has this, has enough. O the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Cuxlsr! O Lok, teach me to know 
thee as the Bridegroom of my ſoul, that the law may not ruſh into my 
conſcience, now thy bride-chamber, and condemn me any more. I 
am devoted to none but thee, Rom. vii. 4, Grant therefore that my 
whole heart and lite, all my words and actions, may be governed only 
by a living faith on thee, that haſt loved and given thylelf for me. 


Come, deareſt Log, deſcend and dwell 
By faith and love in ev'ty breaſt ; 
Then ſhall we know, and taſte, and feel 
The joys that cannot be expreſs'd. 


And learn the he'ght, and breadth, and gh 
Of thine unmeaſurable grace. 


Now to the Gop whoſe pow'r can do 
More than our thoughts or wiſhes know, 
Come fill our heaits with inward ſtrength, | Be everlaſting honours done 

Make our enlarged ſouls poſſeſs, By ali the church, thro' Caz1$T his ſon, 


18 Mar. 5 19 M 


1 Am poor and needy, and my heart ts wounded wit/un me, PSA. C1X, 22, I An 
Divine anſwer; I know thy poverty, but thou art rich, Rev. ii. 9. M“ but 
bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit, for theirs ts the kingdom of heaven, Marr. v. N have t. 
The meek ſhall eat and be ſatisfied e they fhall praiſe the Loꝶx b that ſcet uf u wh 
your heart ſhall live for ever, PSALM XxIl. 27, The Lord healeth! 
broken in heart, the Lok D lifts up the meck, Ps Alu cxlvii. 9, 6. A buff He 
weed. ſhall he not break, and ſmeting flax fhall he not quench, till he ſend ſaſtriètl 
Judgment unto victory, MATT. Xii. 20. more 
quent 
Sucn are the tender mercies of CuRISH towards the weakeſt oflance, 
people, that he ſupplies them from time to time with all proportionad bats a 
ſtrength, till at laſt they are able to gain a complete victory. As H mayer 
therefore as we are ſenſible of our poverty, or miſerable condition, aabyls, 
are truly deſirous of grace and ſtrength to overcome ſin, we haveafand al 
tually ſome grace and ſpiritual life, and are delivered already from 
Jaws of hell: for there is no ſuch feeling in dead fouls; and in M Is hi 
there is only a deſire to be delivered from the puniſhment, but Pier 
from fin itſelf, 


I kn 
Bleſs'd are the humble fouls, that ſee Bleſ:'d are the men of broken heart, | 1s he 
Their emptineſs and poverty; Who mourn for fin with inward ſmatfh His 
Treaſures of grace to them are giv'n, The blood of Cyr IST divinely flow Nati 
And crowns of joy laid up in heav'n. A healing balm for all their woes. | To e 


10 Max. 60 
| I Am the light of the world, he that followeth me ſhall not alt in darkneſs, 
ot” but ſhall have the liglit of life, Joux vin. 12. Therefore, walk whule ye 
axe the light, left darkneſs come upon you ; for he that walks in darkneſs knows 
uu wohither he goes, Chap. xii. 35. 


i He that is faithful, keeping ever cloſe to Cag'sr and his light, 
{ſtrictly watching and obeying the motions of his Spirit, will be ever- 
more tender in conſcience, and receive ſo much more light; conſe— 
quently he will be from time to time more deeply rooted in repent- 
Fance, faith and aſſurance, fo as either to be preſerved from many com- 
bats and diſorders, or at leaſt be carried ſooner through the lame. Ile 
may meet with dark valleys, (nature being, as it were, a great dark 
Faby(s, and grace ſometimes as a ſmall ſpark) yet by degrees it will blaze, 
and at laſt break through and enlighten all our darkneſs, 


Is he a Oar? he breaks the night, Nor earth nor ſeas, nor ſun nor ſtars, 

Piercing the ſhades with dawning light: Nor heav*n his full reſemblance bears; 
I know his glories from afar, iis beauties we can never trace, 
I know the bright, the morning ſtar, Till we behold him face to face. 

u. Is he a ſun ? his beams are grace; O let me climb thoſe higher ſkier, 

at His copyſe is joy and righteouſnels ; Where forms and darkneſs never riſc ! 

 F ations rejoice when he appears There he diſplays his pow'rs abroad, 

To chaſe their clouds, and dry their tears, | And thines and reigns th' incarnate Gop 


21 M 


20 MAx. n 1140 


Am the Loꝶ p thy GOD which teaches thee to profit, which teadeth the [ = 

the way which thou fhouldeſt go. O that thou hadſt hearkened to my a res 
mandments then had thy peace been as a river, and thy raghteoujneſs as if jy; 1}, 
waves of the fea, IsA1. xlviii. 17, 18. Behold I ſtand at the door and knai: 
F any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to ham, and u o 1. 
ſup with lim, and he with me, Rx v. iii. 20. wt 1 ba 

How often, and how variouſly does the I.okb knock at the dootq I 
our hearts? How clearly are his commandments held forth to why not 
But how ſeldom are we inclined to give him the hearing? Very of uad to 
we are fo diſtracted, that we can hardly obſerve his voice from Win 1 
noiſe of worldly things in our ſenſes, and are not at home, when bei dy nan 
pleaſed to take up his abode with us. Well, even now he is knodfye 6 
ing by this. O let us open the door for him directly, ſince he deff Hon 
nothing from us that might be grievous, but intends to make our hefti bea 
a glorious refidence and banqueting-room of love, to fill it with Baltege 
venly goods, and to prepare and give us every thing with himſelf. Fruity 


III bring him to my mother's home; | I give my ſoul to him, and there tion of þ 
Nor does my Lo p refuſe to come Our loves their mutual tokens ſhare, Nuſtuitff 
o Tion's ſacred chambers, where | 


thly toys 
My foul firſt drew the vital air. | I charge you all, ye earthly toys, 


Approach not to d ſturb my joys; | IC 
He gives me there his bleeding heart, | Nor fin, nor hell, come near my heat Supp 
. Ficic'd for my fake with deadly ſmart; Nor cauſe my Saviour to depart, 


= 


4 


1 May. (-- 347-3 


J Am the true vine, and my Father 15 the huſbandman; every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit, he takes away ; and every branch that beareth fruit, he 
UF purges it, that ꝛt may bring forth more fruit. Abide in me and I in you : he 


, 


h Bat abides 1 in me, and I in ham. the ſame brings forth much fruit, Joux xv. 1—3. 


0 Lon p, I truſt that this word will have its accompliſhment in me alſo; though as 
jet | have great reaſon to be humbled on account of my barrenneſs, Grant ther ſore that 


Fmay always abide in thee faithfully and quietly ; ſince there is every thing in thy power, 
Na nothing can be got and done by our own ſtrength; but as it is thy will, and it tends 
ay both to the glory of thy Father and thine own, J depend upon being repleniſhed in due 
eon with frui's of righteouſneſs. O ſuffer nothing in me which is to the diſhonour of 
thy name, and which may be ofienſive to me and to others, But whatever thou think: ſt 
u yet fit for me to ſuffer, let it work for my real good. 

How can I ſufficiently adore the patience of the LoD, my gracions huſbandman, who 
Fill bears with me, the weakeſt of all his branches. He has not cut me off yet, but ſtill 
dreſes me to bring forth more fruit, though as yet I hardly yielded him one good, but a 
multitude of wild grapes. Why then ſhouldeſt thou erumble, O my heart, at the applica- 
bon of his pruning knife ? It is really for thy good. He is angry only with the degenerate 
e, Iuuſtuitful branches, The more theſe are purged, th: more fruit thou ſhalt bring forth. 


I: CxrisT a vine? his heav*nly root O let a laſting vnion join 
1 Supplics the boughs with life and fruit? | My ſoul to him the living vine! 


22 MAy. 23 N 


Am glorified in them, I have declared unto them thy name, and will dul 1 Am 
, that the love wherewtth thou haſt loved me may be in them, and I with 


I m them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one, Joux x xl, 20 
10, 26, 2;. fil jou 
are Ne! 
me, fc 
my yo 

Hex 
tern 
for 01 


O ciokious promiſe ! how could he love us more? What blck 
and intimate union is this? O for ſuch a faith that could always tn 
believe it! CuRISst is the vine, behevers are the branches; het 
bridegroom, we the bride ; he the head, we the members of his ba 
of his very fleſh and very bones, and conſequently one body with H tg en. 
And who ever hated his own fleſh? ſo in loving and cheriſhing us] to hi. 
loves himſelf, Eyu. v. 2%, 29. Whenever he ſhall ceaſe to love h“ pri 
ſelf, then, and no fooner, ſhall he ceaſe to love and cheriſh us alſo. J“ bu 


Nag a | 1. 
is his own delight to do us good, more than the mother that ſuc Hoy 
5 1th 

her child, | | hat r 
I. ox D, what a heav'n of ſaving grace I tread the world beneath my feet, Cor 
$kines thro' the beauties of thy face, And all that earth calls good and pre Ye 
And lights our paſion to a flame! Send comforts down from thy right ij II 


While we paſs thro” this barren land 
And in thy temple let us ſee Ble 


Vſhen I can ſay, my Gop is mine, : 
A glimpſe of love, 2 glimpſe of ther 


Lox v, how we love thy charming name! | 
When I can feel thy glories ſhine; 


23 May. 83 

Am weary ilk grountug, PSALM vi. 6,—Divinc aniwer ; He gives Horace 

to the faint, and to them that have no might he increaſes ſtrength, Is A1. 
xl. 29. 1 have ſattated the weary foul, and I have re penned every forrow- 
ful foul, Je R. XXxi. 25. Therefore, Come unto me, 40 ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will grove you reſt Take my yoke upon you, and learn of 
ne, for I am meek and lowly in heart, and ye fhall fend rot to your fouls ; fdr 
my yoke is eaſy, and my burden is lig 2 MartrT. xi. 28, 30. 

HEN E CURIST is commending his mecknels, not fo much as a pat- 
tern to be 1mitated, and does not properly promiſe his reſt and comforts 
ſor our labour and humility, but to the coming and believing in him; 
F to encourage the heavy laden ſouls not to be frightened, but draw near 
to him with confidence and boldneſs : he ſays, ] am not ſo rough and 

* proud as Phariſees and other men generally are towards offenders; 

* but meek, lowly in heart, full of compaſſion and willing to receive, 
0 to forgive and comfort them.” Come therefore to him, O inner, 
with all thy loads of fin and miſery, he will 1 in no wiſe cal thee out, 
but receive thee oladly. 


Come hither, all ve weay ſouls, | My yoke is eaſy to his necle, 

Ye heavy-laden ſinners, come My grace ſhall make the burden light, 
I'!l give you reſt from all your toils, Jesvs, we come at thy command, 
And raiſe you to my heav'nly home. With taich and hope and humble zcal, 
Bleſs's is the man whoſe ſhoulders take Reſign our ſpitits to thy hand, 

My yoke, and bear it with delight; To mold and guide us at thy will, 


24 May. ( 144 ) 
I Have gone a ray like a loft ſheep, ſeek thy ſervant, Pet N cxix. 17 
Gop's anſwer : Behold I, even I, will both fearch my fheep and ſeek 
out, I will ſeek that which was loft, and bring again that winch was d- 
away : and will bind up that winch was broken, and will. ſtrengthen that n 
was fick, Ez Ek. xxxw. 11, 16. He fhall feed hts Heck like a ſhepherd: | 
fhais our = lambs with his arms, and carry them in his boſom, 4 
iSAI. «kl. 


He that 1s wiſe in his own conceit, as many of our philoſophe 
does not pray like David in this place, therefore he continues, v 


all his ee wiſdom, in his natural errors and ſooliſhneſs. Bu ercie 
thou haſt given me, O thou good Shepherd, to know and unde re 
my loſt and helpleis condition; and 1 cannot find or adviſe mylel 4 2 


any thing, like a ſheep which is gone aſtray; I beſeech thee to ie 
heal, lead, feed, carry and ſtrengthen me alſo, as I ſtand in need 
and ſeems good to thee; that | may be able to lay with David, He 
Lon is my ſhepherd, I ſhall not want.” He {a 


And leads me for his mercies ſake, 
In paths of truth and grace. 


My ſhepherd will ſupply my need, 
Ir HovAk is his name 


Not fa 

— e "ood, The ſure proviſions of my Gop, But of 
eſide the living ſtream. en i Us 

Attend me all my days; He wo 

He brings my wand ring ſpirit back, O may thy hcGuſe be mine abode, Ani f. 


When 1 fcri2ke his ways; And all my work. be prate, . 


7 
1 
. 4 


7 


5 Mar. ( 145 ) 


Am not worthy of the leaſt of all thy merctes, and of all the truth which 
thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant, GENESIS xxxii. Ic, i am I, 0 


oa Gop ? and what is my houfe, that thou haſt brought me Intherto ? 


Sau. Vil. 18. 


4 A sour truly humbled through afflictions highly eſteems the leaſt 


e, 


avour, and judges itſelf utterly unworthy of it, looking upon every 


ing as a free gilt only for Jzsus CurtsT's fake. Now, O my dear 
ather ! it is true, in myſelf I deſerve none, no, not the leaſt of thy 
tercies; but as thou haſt thought me more worthy, and given me 
ine own Son, who hath purchaſed all again, and paid a great price 


Þr them; yet I firmly believe, that goodneſs and mercy will follow 
Fe all the days of my life. ; 


Now to the pow'r of Gop ſupreme "Twas his own: purpoſe that begun 
Be everlaſting honours giv'n; To reſcue rebels doom'd to die: 
He faves from hell, (we bleſs his name) He gave us grace in CR 187 his Son, 


He calls our wand” ring feet to heav'n. | Before he ſpread the flarry (ky, 
Not for our duties or deſerts, Jesvs the Lohn appears at laſt, 
But of his own abounding grace, And makes his Father's counſels known; 
He works ſalvation in our hearts, Declares the g:eat tranſachions paſo'd; 
And forms a people for his praiſe. And brings immortal bleſiings down. 

, 2 1 


26 May. ws. 


Beſcechi you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of Gor, that you 4 7” 


your bodies a living ſacriſics, holy, acceptable unto Gop, which 15 yo 
Jonable fervice. And be mot conformed to this world; but be ye tran orm 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acl 
and perfect will of Gon, Rom. Kii. 1, 2. 


Tr1s, in conjunction with the word of God and ſerious prayer, is the beſt me 
know'the will of Go. The negleNting of it and uſing other means, is tempting 
2nd expoſing ourſelves to the temptations and ſiftinęgs of the wieked one. We mayt 
ourlelves to be divinely convinced by faith of the will of God, though we follow our 
imaginations, and ſpoil the het of our actions. Selſ-will generally takes quick u 
tions, and has a great deal of aſſurance: whereas Gor very often leads his people bl 
und takes methods quite different from ours. Who therefore believes ſhall not! 
„ baſte,”” Is AI. xxviii. 16. But be very careful that he does not miſtake ſelf-wil 
plauſible repreſentations for divine convictions and aflurances of faith; always fin 
examining himfeiffirſt ; Whether his body, ſbul, will and affections, are entirely offer 
to the gcod-will and pleafure of G, for the only true ſervice which Gop delight 
is the ſacrificing our whole ſelves to. lim at all times, and not only at church, but n 
other places; that we do not conform to the world, but be daily transformed by tit 
newing of our minds, 


Tho' lifted eyes ſalute the ſkies, Lox p, ſearch my thoughts and try my 
And bended knees the ground, And make my foul ſincere: | 
Yet Gor abhors the ſacrifice, Then ſhall I ſtand before thy face; 


Where the truth is not found, And find acceptance there, 


- 


27 1 


ha 


2 MA x. 3 


IT Vil gr edtly rejoice in the Log b, my foul ſhall be joyful in my Go ; for 1 he 

has Gch me in the garments of falvation, he has covered me with the robe 
of righteoufneſs ; as a bridegroom decketh himſelf -with ornaments, and as a bride 
adorns herfelf with her je wels, Isat. Ixi. 10. 


Is vain doſt thou dreſs up and adorn thyſelf, O my ſoul, before thou 
approacheſt CuRIsT. To him thou muſt come, filthy, naked and mi- 
ſerable as thou art; he will clothe and adorn thee himſelf; and in this 
ornament alone thou ſhalt rejoice. For the very beſt of our robes and 
performances are not without-ſpots, but ſtill want to be waſhed in the 
blood of Cix15t, and coverct with this ornament, Rev. vii. 14. This 
and this alone is the way to enjoy and maintain true peace. This will 
enable us to rejoice that our names are written in heaven. 


Awake my heart, ariſe my tongue; The Spirit wrought my faith and love, 
Prepare a tuneful voice; And hope, and ev'ry grace; 
In God, the life of all my joys, But Jesus ſpent his life to work 
Aloud will I rejoice, The robe of righteouſneſs. 
"Tis he adorn'd my naked foul, | Strangely, my ſoul, art thou array'd 
And made ſalvation mine; * By the great ſacred Three! 
Upon a poor polluted worm | In ſweeteſt harmony of praiſe, 
Let all thy pow'rs agree, 


He makes his graces ſhine, 
| 1 2 


28 Mar. (148 3} 


Flave jinned againſt the Lo RD. - Divine anſwer; The Lon p alfok 
put away thy fin, thou fhait not die, 2 SAM. Xil 13. For if we wil 
judge ourſelves, we flould not be judged, 1 Cor, xi. 31. 


| He that with unfeigned repentance accuſes and judges himſelf, # 
counting his Own righicoulnc!s and beſt doings as filthy rags, will ſou 
receive grace, pardon and remiſſion of all his fins at once, thou 
chaſtiſcinent may ſoliow ; for grace is not divided as gifts are Gov, 
through CuR1sT, receives the whole perion of a penitent {inner nl 
his favour, forgiving both original and actual fins in one inſtant; b 
that either none or all are forgiven : : not one, even the leaſt, is lor 
given only on account of our repentance (as ſome vainly imagine 
without the Llood of CuRIiSFH; but by this all, even the moſt heinow 
arc taken away; for the blood of CurIsr cleanſes us from all fins 
1 JONN i. 7. 

Shew pity, Lond, O Loro forgive; 

L-t a repenting rebel live ; I myſt pronounce thee juſt in death; 


Are not thy mercies Jarge and free ? And if my ſoul were ſent to hell, 


May not a finger truſt iu thee ? Th: righicous law approves it w-ll. 


Should ſudden vengeance ſeize my breath, 


My lips with ſname my fins confeſs, 
Againſt thy law, againſt thy grace 

Lok o, ſhould thy judg ment grow fer eie, 

J am cond2miy'd, but thou art clear, 


My crimes are gicat, but don't ſurpaſs 
The power and glory of thy grace; 
(:reat Gor, thy nature ha: no bonn, 
So let thy pard' 610g” love be und! 


29 May. (--: 149.) | 
H4 VING the underſtanding darkened, being alienated from the life of 


God, through the ignorunce that is in them, becauſe of the blindneſs of their 
heart ; who being paſt feeling, have given themſelves over unto laſervtouſneſs, to 
work all uncleanneſs unt greedineſs, Ey H. iv. 18, 19. 


Ir a man be naturally dead, bring a candle into the room, he ſees it not; let the ſun 
lane in his face, hz perceives not the beauty, nor feels the warmth thereof ; offer him 
nch preſents, he receives them not; he hath no exe to ſee them, no heart to deſire them, 


0 hand to reach out unto them. Thus it is with one that is ſpiritually dead, let the ſun- 


ſhine of the goſpel blaze out never ſo clear, he ſees it not, becauſe he is in darkneſs ; 
though he Jive under plentiful means, and rich diſpenſations, yet he is blind and ſottiſh 3 
offer unto him the rich pearls of the goſpel, thoſe rich treaſures of gracein CIS JEcus, 
yet he hath no heart to them, no hand of faith to lay hold upon them; ſo blind ſo ſottiſh, 
ſo ſtupid and ſenſeleſs is he, that though theſe rich treaſures, theſe graces, theſe pearls of the 
goſpel, be conveyed unto him in earthen veſſels, in a plain and familiar manner, yet he 
doth not, he cannot apprehend them; judgments do not affright him, and mercies cannot 
allure or perſuade him; yet this creature is all life in the element of fin, he loves it, he 
pleads for it, he commits it with greedineſs. This is St Paul's account of the nnconverted 
Eniiles; and how many ſuch have we under a Chriſtian name? O Lon p, exert thy 
peat power, quicken all that are thus dead in treſpaſſes and fins ; © turn them from daik- 
* nels to light, and from the power of Satan to thine own ſelf,” Amen. 


23 


. 
F 


31 


V. 
Ps 


30 MAx. e 
TI Wait for the Lox p, my ſoul doth wait, PsALM cxxx 5. God's anſwer 
They that wait upon the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall man 
up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be weary, and they fhall A A 
and not faint, Isa1. xiv. 31. For the Loxd is good unto them that waith thief 
him, to the foul that ſeeks him, Lam. iii. 25. | img! 
the w 
Wurd we have prayed, we mult remember to wait alſo ; for 1hirit 
not only an expreſs command, but very acceptable to the LoD. I fr tl 
more we wait and are inſtant in prayer, ſo much more will he givF* yo 
Nay, he always hears and grants our petitions directly, and lays tha again 
up for his children; but that we may not a:uſe them, he gives the af ſtom 
joyment only when it is moſt needful. "Therefore we may confideniſ Wel 
ſay, ſuch and ſuch gifts I have, ſince I have prayed for them: The end, 
are actually laid up for me, and the uſe and benefit thereof J ſhall x Ion! 


in due ſeaſon, eſpecially in death and in eternity, to be 
lay, 
My ſpirit looks to Gop alone; | When helpers fail and foes invade, ; 
My rock and refuge is his throne ; God is our all- ſufficient aid, 'Ti 
In all my fears, in a.l my firaits, | Fo! 
My ſoul on his ſalvation waits. For ſov*reign pow'r reigns not alone, 'Ti 
| Grace is a partner of his throne : Th 

Truſt him, ye ſaints, in all your ways, Thy grace and juſtice, mighty Lond, 

Pour out your hearts before his face ; | Shall well divide our laſt reward. 


1 MAx. ii 


1 the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy comforts delighit. ” foul, 
PsALM xciv. 19, See allo 2 Cor. i. 3—3. 


A wax without afflictions places his truſt and ſeeks his comforts. 


Ichiefly in temporal things ; he 1s full of earthly defires, and the true 


image of vanity ; whereas we can never taſte the ſweet comforts of 
the wort of Go ſo well as under the burden of the croſs. There our 


| . ſometimes enjoy more reſt and joy than if we were without it, 
0 


t then that word is fulfilled which Cunisr ſays, Marr. xi. go, © My 
& yoke is ealy and my burden is light.” Thus our hearts are ſet 


a again the world, reconciled to heavenly things, and caſily diſunited 
Iſrom many idols, which were impoſſible to deny and forſake before. 
well then may we bear this ſalutary burden, which will certainly 


end, and who knows how ſoon, in eternal glory and reſt. And as the 


Lonp will alſo give patience and ſtrength. ſufficient for the day, ſo as 


to be never tempted above meaſure, there is abundant reaſon again to 
lay, that his burden is light indeed, 


"Ti good for me to wear the yoke, Father, I bleſs thy gentle hand ; 

For pride is apt to riſe ard ſwell; . How kind is thy chaſtiſing rod, 

'Tis good to bear my Father's roke, That forc'd my conſcience to a ſtand, 
That I might learn his ſtatutes well, And brought my wand'ring ſoul to Gor ? 
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Determaned not to know any thing among you, fave Ixsus CnuR1sT, and hn 

crucified, 1 COR. ii. 2. The fear of the LoRo is the beginning of wiſdn 
&c. PSALM cxi. 10. The wiſdom that it from above is firſt pure, then peu 
able, gentle, and eaſy to be intreated ; full of mercy and good fruit. without par 
tiahty and. without" hypornſy, Javits iii. 17. Anowledge puffeth up, lu 
charity edifies, 1 COR. viii. . 

Cunts crucified, and he alone, is the power and wiſdom of Gon; 
him all chriſtians, ard eſpecially divines, ſhould make their particula 
practice to ſtudy well. Were our faith built on human wiſdom, then 
ſurely carnal philoſophers would be the greateſt believers; whereas 
they are lometimes the worſt infidels, or at beſt the moſt filly and faiths 
leſs people in times of diſtreſs. And befides, their being puffed up, 
is another evidence that they have not the true wiſdom ; for the wil 
dom from above 1s only with the lowly and babes, who pray fort 
earnciily, Prov. xi. 2. Marr. xi. 23. What would all Knovledg 
avail us then, without the knowledge of Cyr1sr ? One ſpark of pur 
love yields more power than all the ſtores of empty human learning 
May the Lord Jesvs ſhed his love abroad in my heart; him have! 
determined only to know; his love at the croſs 1 account for ny 
greateſt wiſdom and glory, | 

They that weuld grow divinely wiſe, 
Muſt with his love begin; 


Our faireſt proof of knowledge lies 
Jn hating ev'ry ſin. 
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be not let thee go except thou bleſs me, GN. xxx11. 12. Forfake ine 
0 Loky, O my Goo. PsaLlMu xxxviii. 22.— Divine anſwer ; Be- 

1040 7 am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goeſt; for 1 

will not leave thee, until I have done that which 1 have ſhoken'to thee of, GEN. 

xxviii. 15. LT know thee by n, and thou haſt alſo found grace in my frght, 

Exob. xxxiii. 12, I will never leave thee nor forſake thee, Hes. xiii. 5. 


Gop will have me to be faithſul, and ſhould not he be ſo himſelf? 
Am I to truſt in his word, then ſurely he will not forſake me, but be as 
good as his word, Heaven and earth muſt pals away, but his wo d 
will not: He is ever faithful. If 1 do not believe this, I believe no 
Goo at all; but if 1 truly believe him to be faithful, I believe enough. 
This is what he only deſires: and if I really do, my faith will not be 
moved even in the hotteſt trials; the Word will hold me up, though 
I receive it even in weaknels, 


Begin, my tongue, ſome heav*nly theme, | Proclaim falvation from the Lox v 
And ſpeak ſome boundle's thing ; For wretched dving men; 

The mighty works or mightier name His hand has writ the ſacred word 
Of our eternal King. | With an immortal pen, 

Tell of his wond'rous faithfulneſs, Engrav'd as in eternal braſs 
And ſound his pow'r abroad ; The mighty promiſe: ſhines ; 

Sing the ſweet promiſe of his grace, Nor can the pow'rs of darkneſs raſe 
And the performing Gop, Thoſe everlaſting lines, 


3 JUNE. . 154.) Tu 
Say unto you, that every idle word that men fhtll ſpeal, they ſhall give a ; 
count thereof in the day of judgment, MATT. xii. 36. See allo Er n. in L* 

29. chap. v. 4. | | v 
HERE all corrupt communication, jeſting, fooliſh talking, or whsf Mo 

ever is not convenient and good to the uſe of edifying, is plainly fad a 

bidden. But who truly believes the report and the truth of theſe awhlf Cob, 

words? Surely the world does not believe them at all: this is quitÞ#le t 

plain, from that very common and ſhocking practice and cuſtom 9 ſue o 

judging, lying, ſwearing, jeſting, and talking all manner of filthineb; of 011 

yea, even religious people very often do not believe and conſider then Qty, 

enough. How many heedleſs, ſlanderous, idle and unprofitable worch l chri 

are ſometimes ſhoken by theſe? Be therefore careful, O my reader, f 0a 
weigh every word, and to make light of none, for each will incredt aoth 
thine account. Whenever ye are going to ſpeak, let the queſtion be fi York 

Is it needful to ſpeak ? docs it tend to the glory of Goo ? will it protif® be 

me, or others? O Lond grant, that never an idle word may drop fin W 0 

my lips. Whenever am to converle with others, give me grace fic 

to converſe with thee by ſecret prayer. In all companies let thy p 

lence be before mine eyes, always looking upon thee as the chief pet 

ſon in the place, and receiving direction when and what I am to {pea let 

May thy good Spirit always teach me, and ſanctify all my thougll af vi 

and words, | 


„oxk. 1 
in LT every man abide in the ſame calling wherein he was called, 1 Con. 
vii. 20. 

4 Mosrt of the employments of life are, in their own nature, lawful 
fa-$and all thoſe that are ſo, may be made a ſubſtantial part of our duty to 
il Gov, if we engage in them only ſo far, and for ſuch ends as are ſuit- 
ur able to beings that are to live above the world. This is the only mea- 
; off re of our application to any worldly bufineſs, it muſt have no more 
eber our hands, our hearts, or our time, than is conſiſtent with an hearty, 
en Gly, careful preparation of ourſelves for another life. For as all 
ch chriſtians, as ſuch, have renounced this world, to prepare themſelves, 
y daily devotion, and univerſal holineſs, for an eternal tate of quite 
eit other nature; they muſt look upon worldly employments, as upon 
ir worldly wants, and badily infirmities; things not to be deſired, only 
roftÞto be endured and ſuffered, till death and the reſurrection has carried 
ran to an eternal ſtate of real happineſs. A perſon's being called into 
ful de kingdom of grace, is not deſigned to make void the duties that re- 
pr. ſult from the ſeveral ſituations of ſecular liſe, but to enforce the 
pet practice of them in ſuch a way as may be moſt to the glory of Gov, 
He therefore that does not conſider the things of this life in this point 
8 view, as little, or nothing in compariſon of the things that are eter- 
tal, cannot be ſaid either to feel, or believe the greateſt truths of 
chriſtianity. 


6 Ju 

(230. -1 ] Ano 
AN D the loftinefs of man fhall be bowed down, and the haughtineſs of nal © righ 
Jhall be made low; and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in that day, I h, Ex 


I. 17. 


5 JUNE. 


Six. 
4 PRIDH was not made for man,” ſays the ſon of Sirach; and, “H ever ſc 


proud in heart are an abomination to the Loxp;“ and yet what mon if a m 
eommon than pride and ſelf- righteouſneſs among the fallen childrendFleſs it 
Adam? So deeply are they engrafted in our corrupt natures, daf much 
nothing ſhort of almighty grace can root them up. thole 1 
It is the great deſign, and effect of the bleſſed goſpel, wherever tevidex 
is applied to the heart by the Spirit of Gop, to mortify this curęeif Loan 
temper. In that day the haughtineſs of man, his ſelf-will, which he But it 
ſet up in * to the will of Gov, ſhall be brought down; antÞknow 
his ſelf-righteouſnels, by which he thought to recommend himſelf wwe m 
the favour of Gop, ſhall be made low; and CHRIST, and his righte 


ouſneis alone, ſhall be exalted. Miß 


Hath this precious promiſe ever been fulfilled in thy experience, 0 . 


my foul ? Is the will of Gop thy rule? Is the righteouſneſs of Car 
thy hope? And is the language of thy heart and life, Let Gop ina vn 
things be exalted in me and by me through CuRIST Jesus? Without 1 


this, O my foul, thy profeſſion is vain, thy faith is allo vain, and tha N. 
art yet in thy ſins, 1 


6 JUN B. C149 
Know alſo, my Gon, that thou trieſt the heart, and haſt pleaſure in up- 
af © rightneſs, 1 CHRON. Xx1X, 17. Ile is a buckler to then 05 walk uprightt= 


it, FROv. xi. 8. The Lord looks on the heart, 1 Sau. 


SINcE Gop cannot be deccived with a mere out orm, though 
ef ever ſo fine; it is not an infallible proof of a lincere, real converhon, 
uf il a man has reformed only the groſſer ſins of his former life, much 
les if he only abſtains from ſuch things which by nature he is not fo 
auf much inclined to: but if our hearts are changed, and eſpecially in 
hole things we have the ſtrongeſt propenſity to, this is an infallible 
evidence of a true converſion, For theſe inward capital enemies, the 
Lozy and all his upright followers attack moſt, before all the reſt. 
But if thou wouldeſt give over that which is deareit to thee, thou muſt 
nd know and believe firſt, © that CuRISH loves thee.” Theſe thoughts 
 tÞve muſt proſecute, though all other things ſhould be forgotten. 


lte. 

Miſaken ſouls ! that dream of heav*n, *T13 faith that changes all the heart ; 
0 And make their empty boaſt "Tis faith that works by love; 
1 Of inward Joys and fins torgiv'n That bids all ſinful joys depart, 
Wie they are flaves to luſt, And lifts the thoughts above. 
1al Van are our fancies, airy flights, Faith muſt obey her Father's will, 
10ul If faith be cold and dead z As weil as truſt his grace; 
ho! None but a living pow'r unites A pero'ning Gop is jealous ſtill 


To CnRIST the living head. For his own holineſs. 


7 JUNE. 1 67. 
1 Will hedge up thy way with thorns, and make à wall that fre fhall . 

find her paths; and ſüie ſal! follow after her lovers, but fhe ſhall not tn A | 
take them ; and ſhe ſhall jeek them and not find them ; then ſhall ſhe ſay, Inf I. 
go and return unto my firſt huſband, for then was it better roith me than 1 they 
Hos EA ii. 6, 7. . 


As it is only with thee, O my dear Saviour, that I can be happy, I would nexet ! * 1 
thee any more: and that I may not give thee the ſlip una wares, even under good preieia 
J deſitz to have my way well hedged up, and be encompaſſed every where with than feav 
I. et me quickly diſcover, and crucity every thing which can in the leaſt diſturb me in but 
enjoyment of thy love, that 1 may always cloſely walk with thee alone; and nee W br: 
one inch out of thy way, for fear of running myſelf into the thorns, aud bringing u end 
ceſſery ſufferings upon me; though I do net mean to avoid the croſs of Cux IST ind g 
reſyects, but would willingly ſubmit to any ſufferings, Which are never without good fri 

Gloty be to thee, O my bleſſed Saviour, that thou haſt not given me up yet, a whe! 
ſered me to run into deſtiudtion in my own ways. O be pleaſed to reſtrain me eve But 
and whenever I am in danger to ſlide out into the broad way, grant that I may not Wittait 
any reſt till I am brought back again, ſhould it even be by means of the pricking Avi 


ot afflictione befor 
1 know thy judements, Lox d, are right, | Before I knew thy chaſt' ning rod, a * 
Tho! they may ſeem ſever- ; My feet were apt to ſtray ini 

The fherreſt ſufft rings Jendure But now 1 learn to keep thy word, own, 


Flow from thy faithful care, Nor waneer from the way, 
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| AND he ſuid, Art thou my very fon Efan ? And he fard, I am, Gn x. 


xxvii. 24. 
TaeRE are certainly ſome palliating circumſtances in this affair, yet 
they are far from being ſufficient to exculpate either Jacob, or his mo- 


ther, The caſe may be thus ſtated : It cannot be denied on the one 


hand, but that both Jacob and his mother, were jultly to be praiſed 


bor having a due eſteem of the paternal benediction; and for their en- 


deavouring to attain it; ſince this could proceed from no other motive, 
but a full perſuaſion of the truth of Gop's promiſes and covenant with 


Abraham. And thus, from the conſideration of the goodneſs of the 


end, and of Jacob's title to the blefling, as an appendage to the birth- 
nght, the preordination of Gov, and Iſaac's approbation of the thing, 
when done, may be drawn ſome arguments to alleviate their crime. 


but on the other hand, it muſt be confeſſed, that the means uſed to 


Main their ends were highly criminal. Rebecca was wrong in her 
vice to her ſen, and he was wrong in following it; for though Gop, 
before he was born, deſigned him to inherit the bleſſing; yet he ought 
b have waited until the divine wiſdom opened the way, and not have 
anticipated Gon, and procure the bleſſing by an irregular act of his 
en. Beſides, both of them, by this act, preſumed to limit the power 


ef Gov, by thinkitig that a complication of frauds was neceſſary for 


the accompliſhment of the divine predittions, 


| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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T4 EST any of you be hardened through the deceit tfulneſs of fun, Hu, 


iii. 13. 


Dorn fin preſent itſelf, look upon it, as it muſt be, with tears, or 
ſhall be in torments; if thou committeſt tin, and dieſt impenitent, thy 
ſoul is loſt, and thy redemption ceaſeth for ever; or if tliou commutelt 
fin, and dolt repent, yet what cloudings of the face of Gop! whit 
breaking of the bones, with David! what bitter pangs! what painful 


throes ! what ſhadows of death! what terrors of hell may ſieze upon 


thee, before thou canſt make thy peace, or ſettle thine aſſurance ! Wil 
thou give way to ſin, becauſe it is deleCtable ? or becauſe it is pardon- 
able? who loves poiſon becauſe it is ſweet? or who drinks polo 
becauſe he may have an antidote ? ſeeing it will work to his trouble, 
if it work not out his life! I have a precious ſoul, ſhall 1 loſe it fr 
a luſt? I have a gracious Gov, ſhall I venture him lor a ſin? Ng, 
Loxv, give me grace to refiſt ſin, give me victory over it; let me 
always reject that, for the indulgence of which I am ſure to loſe my 
Peace, and endanger the lols of my immortal ſoul, 


10 JUNE, Wa; 1 


HIS is he that came by water and blood, even Ir sus CRISsTHJ; not by. 
water only, but by water and blood; and it is the Spirit that beareth witneſs, 
becauſe the Shirit is truth. He that believeth on the Son of Gov, hath the wit- 
neſs in hamſelf. And this is the record, that Gop hath given to us eternal life, 


and this life is in his Son. Ile that hath the Son, hath life, 1 Joux v. G, 
1012. | 3 


Jisuvs came with water and blood, not with water alone, with his holy Spirit, to ſanc- 
tify vs ; but alſo with his blood, that he might firſt expiate our fins. We ſhould there- 
fore, firſt of all penitently ſcek, and obtain remiſſion of fins in his blood; then may we 
hope to obtain the water of liſe, the holy Ghoſt, for our inward purification and ſanAii- 
ation, And this holy Spirit will bear witneſs within us, that the Spirit, or the law of 
the Spirit, the Goſpel, is truth; that God will fulfil his word; and as he hath pro- 
miſed us, will give us everleſting life, We have three witneſles of it in heaven, and 
three on earth. And if we believe in Cu is r, we have this true teſtimony in ourſelves ; 
ind may therefore aſſuredly know, that, having the Son of Cob, we have life, eter- 
* nal life; for he is; according to ver. 20. life eternal;“ and conſequently, being in him, 
ve are already entered into everlaſting life. 


Let all our tongues be one, By water we are purify'd, 


To praiſe our God on high; And pardon'd by the blood. 
Who from his boſom ſent bis Son, | It coſt him cries and tears, 


To fetch us rangers nigh, | To bring us near to Gop 


My Saviour's pierced fide | Great was our debt, ant he appear; 
Pour'd out a double flood; To make our — good. 
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ND no man hath aſcended uß to heaven, but he that came down from 
ven, even the fon of man, whzch ig in heaven, Joux iii. 13, 


No mere man whatſoever has entered; or can enter into: the ſecrets of Gop's | 
in heaven, relating to the great myſterzes of ſalvation, ſo as immediately and p 
to underſtand them, and make them known to others; but this privilege is peculif 
the Meſſiah, who is ſpoken of under the character of ** the ſon of man, Ps AL u lu 
17. and DAN. vii. 13. and always had an exiſtence in heaven as the Son of Gop; and 
came from thence into an incernate ſtate, that he might reveal Gop's counſels to u 
As many are perplexed about the divinity of Cux 1s, the following note may help the 
to conceive of thit matter more properly. As the divine and human natures were uni 
in the perſon of Cux 1s r, attributions are made of the properties of one nature to! 
whilſt he is ſpoken of under a title which relates to his other nature. Thus, wheat 
is ſaid, 1 Cox. ii, 8. The Lon p of glory was crucified ;** and AcTs xx. 28. bt! 
called * Gon, who purchaſed the church with his own blood ;”* the meaning is n 


that he, as the Loup of glory was crucified, or, as GoD, ſhed his blood; as if the div 


nature could be crucified and bleed; but that the perſon, who was the Lox p of glory! 
one nature, was crucified in the other, &c. So when it is ſaid, © the Son of man i 
© heaven; the meaning is not, that he, as the Son of man, was there whilſt he wa 


the earth; but that he, who was here in his human nature, was there in his divine. 
I 
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Fs perform my good word towards you; for I know the thoughts that I 
think towards you, faith the Lo R D; thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to 
give you an ex hecled end. Then you fhall pray unto me, and I will hearken 
unto you 3 and ye ſhall feek me and find me : 1 will turn away your captioty, 
RR. xxix. 10, 11, 13. Vor the word of the Loꝶ p ts right; for he pole and 
it was done, he commanded and it ſtood faſt, PSALM xxxiil. 4, 9. 
Wax it fo light a matter to rely on the faithfulneſs of Goo in times 
of diſtreſs, what need to give us ſo many and various promiles? If 
dur faith be right, we muſt alſo endure and wait his time with pa- 
dF tience, which certainly is not an caly taſk ; ſince the promiſe of the 
Loxp not only tarries very often, but ſometimes even the counterpart 
will happen, that, providence goes quite contrary to the word, and 
ems as if it could not be true at all. And then we muſt remember 
chat theſe are the very ways and methods of Goo, which have ever 
been in the deep, and ated contrary to our expectation. This the 
corruption of our nature requires; and the wiſdom of Gop ever 
chooſes firſt to help us inwardly, and prepare us to a right uſe of his 
T outward helps and favours; and thus we receive always a double 
bleſſing at once from his hands, 


Who ſhall pretend to teach him kill ? His wiſdom, like a fea divine, 
Or guide the counſels of his will? Flows deep and high beyond our line. 
| M 2 
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B E HOLD, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderneſs, and 14 
comfortably unto her, Hos. ii, 14. Come, my beloved, let us go forthi 

the field ; let us lodge in the villages, CANT, vii. 11. | Y IW | 


O Loxo, the world is nothing to me but a wilderneſs, a place ' M. 
tribulation, where, being daily toſſed to and fro, I enjoyed no reſt; N dn 1 
whenever | liſted up my heart and looked for peace in thee by pra 6, c 
thou haſt always ſpoke comfortable things to me, and even carriediſ * art 


ſafe through all outward diſtreſſes; Grant that by this I may Ney 
ſtrengthened ſor the tlme to come, when I am at a loſs again wi 5 

courle to take, Let me always firmly believe thee to be a pre © wi 

help in all things, who art willing and able to carry me furthem «44; 

through ever ſo many and great troubles and oppoſitions, till IH“ e 

be ſalely arrived at the ports of heaven. | Flag 

| | oF they, 

Lond, what a wretched land is this, | Yet the dear path to thine abode = . B 

That yields us no ſupply, Lies thro' this horrid land: 10 py 

No chearing fruits, no wholeſome trees, LoxD ! we would keep the heay'nly it * | 

Nor ſtieams of living joy? | And run at thy command. Þ fach 

| But pricking thorns thro? all the ground, door ſouls ſhall tread the deſert thio' thi-, 
j And m r:al poiſons grow; With undiverted feet ; thy m 
| And all the rivers that are found, And faith and flaming zeal ſubdue _ A 
| With dang':ous waters flow, | The terrors that we mcet, | In 
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uk x ye pray, ſay, * Our Father,” Ge. Ye ofk end receive not, be- 
| cauſe ye aſk amijs, LUKE xi. 2, JAMES iv. g. 


Max ſay the Lon p's prayer, who do not pray it, they (like Auſtin, before his con- 
yerfion, when he prayed for chaſtity) are afraid, leſt Gop ſhould hear them; they do not 
= rt that Gop ſhould ſay Amen, or, So be it, though they themſelves will ſay ſo. They 
fay, Our Father, but“ if he be their father where is his honour ?'* They fay, “ Which 
ut in heaven;' but did they believe it, how durſt they fin as they do upon earth? 
They fay, © Hallowed be thy name;“ yet take God's name in vain, They ſay, Thy 
4 kingdom come; yet oppoſe the coming of his kingdom. They ſay, © Thy will be 
« gone on earth as it is in heaven; yet will not ſtand to their words, for“ this is the 
*'wilk of Gor, their ſanRtification ;** but they want none of that. They ſay, ** Give 
© us this day our daily bread ;”* yet mind not the feeding of their ſouls with the“ bread 
*(CunisT Jxsus) which came down from heaven.“ They ſay, Forgive us, as we 
* forgive others; but, alas! if Gop ſhould take them at their word, how undone were 
they, whoſe hearts burn to malice and revenge? They ſay, ** Lead us not into tempta- 
* tion ;“ yet run into it, and tempt Satan himſelf to tempt them. They ſay, Deliver us 
from evil; and yet deliver themſelves to evil, and give up themſelves ** to fulfil the luſt 
* of the fleſh,” Sc. Yea it hath been obſerved, that they. ſin . moſt againſt this prayer, 
who ſickle moſt for the ſaying of this prayer, Reader, how often haſt thou been guilty of 
ech vain petitions and repetitions? Wonder not, if thou prayeſt in ſuch a manner as 
die, that thou art a poor reciever z imprint a ſenſe of the divine majeſty and mercy upon 

thy mind, that thy prayers may be fervent and earneſt, and Gop will bleſs thee, 


Alſiſt and teach me how to pray ; What thou abhorr'ſt, that let me flee, 
Inline my nature to obey ; And P!) love what pleaſes thee, 
M 


15 JUNE. ( 166 6: 


& or CHRIST, the fame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Hes. xii 
Who of Go is made unto dis wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and Janclificatid 


that, as it is wnitten, he that glories, tet him glory in the Lox p, 1 Cor. i. good 
31. He has finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, he has made reconciliation for iniq 41 
he has brouglit in everlaſting righteouſneſs, DxN. ix, 24. In him: have of *** 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength, Isa1. xlv. 24. . E 
ut 

IN ourſelves we find nothing but miſery; in CHRIST all that is gau we 
nay, he is himſelf our all: he works and gives what is neceſſary H Go 
vation, therefore we cannot, and need not bring any thing to him ere 
our own ; but ſince he is made unto us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſandb# fenſ 
cation and all; we may, and muſt rely only on his name, and du tan. 
every thing from him by the continual prayer of faith. And he bei But 
our all, the law, fin, Satan, and even our own judgments, have WF lure 
their power and right of condemnation over us. ve 
n n ſpeaks, let Iſrael hear; There's none beſide pretends to ſhey — 

et all the earth rejoice and fear, Such juſtice and ſalvation too. By 
dolor ar dy eternal Son proclaims | In me alone, ſhall men confeſs, 1, 
eign honours and his names. Lies all their ſtrength and righteouſud o1 

I am the laſt, and I the firſt, But ſuch as dare deſpiſe my name, Er 


The Saviour-God, and Gop the juſt; 1 I'll clothe them with eternal ſhame, 


: 


16 JUNE. (307 - 


| BELOV ED, if Gov jo loved us, we ought alſo to love one another, Joux 

iv. 11. Jay unto you, Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do 
| good to them that hate you, and pray for them that deſpitefully ufe'you and per- 
oe you.; that you may be the children of your Father which is in heaven, 
Ma 


IT. v. 44 


HrroczirEs may counterfeit the children of Gop in many things, 
but 11 cannot love their enemies from their hearts; and yet by this 
we muſt try and know ourſelves, whether we are really children of 
Gop or not. The world very eaſily, but falſly ſuppoſes this; but ſin- 
tere chriſtians find it often very hard to believe it, without a divine 
enſe and aſſurance of it; it coſts them many a ſore conflict: for if Sa- 
tan diſputed the Sonſhip of Cx is r, much leſs will he ſpare any of us. 
But fince a true love to the children of Gon, and to our enemies, is a 
ure evidence of our ſtate of grace, we have our titles clear to it, though 
we ſhould walk in darkneſs, and be deſtitute of all pleaſant ſenſations. 


Now by the bowels of my Gov, Let bitter words no more be known, 
His ſharp diſtreſs, his fore complaints; Amongſt the ſaints, the ſons of peace. 
** laſt grones, his dying blood, Tender and k ind be all our thoughts; 
| ge my ſoul to love the ſaints, | Thro, all our lives let mercy run: 
Clamour, and wrath, and war, be gone; | So Gop' forgives our num'rous faults, 
Envy and ſpite for ever ceaſe; Fot the dear ſake of CR 15T his Son. 


1 4 


17 JUNE. '( 168 ) 
ND he ſaid to his ſervant, Go up. now, look toward the fea. And hy 
up and looked, and ſaid there is . and he faid go again ſevere 

1 KI Nds xvill: 43+ 

Six times Elijah's ſervant Jooked win the ſea, before he a 
ſee any thing, the ſeventh time he ſaw a cloud, but no bigger than} 
hand; yet that cloud within a few hours, covered the heaven g 
.darkneſs, and the earth with rain. Juſt ſo may be the caſe with na 
a one when he is praying to his Gov, as Caleb's daughter did unto 
father, Jupces i. 15. Thou haſt hitherto made me the owner of a 
a barren heart, but give me now ſome ſprings of water, ſome feel 
at leaſt, ſome ſorrow for my fins. Well, though at ſix times bend 
of thy 3 Gop doth not grant it, ah though at the ſeventh th 

appear but one ſmall drop ſwimming in thine eyes, yet be not dil 

forted, that drop may prove a ſhower, the beginning of that thaw! 

at laſt diſſolve the very heart to water; or if not ſo, from that 
drop, that ſpot of ſorrow, there is made a reflection of true rep! 
ance : and as there is full joy for the total, the full converſion & 
ſinner; fo there is a proportion, a meaſure of joy for one tear, nay, 
one deſire of a tear, of any one ſinner that repenteth, 


eve 


18 JUNE. \.. 169 :} 


y fhall drive out all the inhabitants of the land; but if you will not drive 
out the mhabitants of the land from before you, then it ſhall come to paſs, that 
e which you let remain of them, ſhall be pricks in your eyes and thorns in your 
es, and ſhall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell, Nun. xxxiv. 52, 66. 
See this fulfilled, Jop. i. 27. chap. ii. 14. Mqnaſſeh did not drive out the 
-F thabitants of Bethſhean, &c. and the Canaanttes would dwell in that land; fo 
T that they (the Iſraelites) could not any longer ftand before their enemies. 


Tux very ſame is to be obſerved in the holy and ſpiritual battles of 
me Loxd. He that fights only againſt outward fins, is but very little, 
$f at all, acquainted with the dangerous enemies in his heart, or the 
deep corruption of original fin, and ſo the tempter may eaſily gain an 
advantage over him. Experienced chriſtians guard more againſt the 
anward aſſaults of wickedneſs ; they are at peace with no fin, but keep 
up a conſtant war with all their moſt ſubtil and darling luſts, even 

hen they appear under a ſpiritual * O Loa p, give me grace 
vi never to ſpare myſelf, or any of my ſinful luſts and paſſions, but to de- 
roy them without delay, as ſoon as they begin to move or ſtir, that 
e may not be deſtroyed by. them, | 


1 0F Forgive my guilt, O Prince of peace, Furniſh me, Lon v, with heay'nly arms 
: I'll wound my foul na more: From grace's magazine, 
1 Hence from my lieait, ye fins, be gone; And PI] proclaim eternal war 


For I Es us I adore, With ev'ry darling fin, 


— — <> — ̃ . > 


19 JUNE, ( 4950 }) | 
7 iN the beginning 'Gop created the heaven and the earth; and the eur. 

without form. and void, and darkneſs was upon the face. of the deep; auf 14. 
Spirit of GOD moved upon the face of the waters, GEN. i. 1, 2. Wean 
workmanſſup, created in CR JtsUs, Note, unto good works, which Wf Jus: 


has befare ordained, that we ſhould walk in them, Ex H. il. 10. | 4 7 
Wed 11 
turn ay 


THEREFORE before we can do truly good works, we mult fill 
created and born anew, How is it poſſible for a man to make any} 
greſs in renovation, if a real change has not been wrought in his heaf xen. 
'We muſt needs be firſt ſtripped of our own righteouſneſs and ſtrenſ e 
and made ſenſible. of qur ſpiritual nakedneſs, poverty and nothing 
hy true repentance, then ſeck remiſſion of {ins and be juſtthed, be 
We can be ſanctified. Cur1sr being the vine, we mult firſt be plai 


in him, and draw nouriſhment and ſtrength from him, by faith. WI Fe 
it is fulfilled, they ſhall feed and lie down on his paſture, and 1 d 
6 ſhall make them afraid, Zr. ili. ag. Then we ſhall be able by 
bring forth good fruits, and dbtain viftories. For it is 'Gop him, fy 
that thus makes us perfect in every good work, and prepares a tap 
before us in the preſence of our enemies. f Sin 
? 


Mighty Redegmer ! ſet me free O, make my ſav] alive to thee, 
From my old ſtate of fin ; | Create new pow'ss within, 


20 JUNE, Wi; 


TN. the Loo have I righteouſneſs and ſtrength, Is Al. xlv. 24. 2 Cor. ii, 
14. chap. v. 19. 


JesT1F1Ca TION throvgh faith in Cu Iq T, at firſt is a very datk doQuine, hatd to 
de underſtood, byt afterwards we find, by experience, that it would be impoſſible to be 
ſaved in any other WAY, and. at nothing can be ſurer than this, though all mankind ould 
Ca away from it, It will ſpon plainly appear, that all things, even our beſt, erform- 
atces, are unelean in the fight of CoH, and could not be agreeable to him in ihe ſeat, 
yithout the covering of CNR IS T's righteouſneſs, Thus we are brought to ſubmit entirely 
StoC1z1sT, and at laſt to look upon ourſelves wholly juſtified through him, which alone 

uees reſt, ſtrength, and a gentle ſpixit, the true image of CHRIST. 

In rain do we expect to effect this by the perſuaſions of our natural reaſon, or the ſtrong 
reſolutions of a generous mind, It is only to keep us off from earneſtly wreſtling in 
| prayer, if by our own ſtrength ſometimes we are able to maſter our affections. But this 

» only a building of our own. The ferm of godlineſs we have, withaut its power: we 
eie gur own ſouls, Nothing can be pleafing in the ſight of Gay, and profit ys at che 
Alt day, but what he works bimſel, Ayay therefore with all theſe doings af our yen. 
IL vi acknowl ge the weakneſs apd 89 of our ſtrength, and apply in our poor, 
nd, naked, 16 and miſerable condition, to the righteouſneſs of Cuz is r“ blood; then 
Je thall alſo find power and dominion over fin, Is AI. xxxiii, 24. FE 


Sinners ſhall hear the ſound ; Our rightequſneſs and ſtrength is found 
Their thankful tongues ſhall own, In thee the Lozp alone. 


21 JUNE, AE: x3 
N the day of my trouble I will call upon thee, for thou wilt hear N 
Ps AL Ixxxvi. 8. —God's anſwer; Then ſhalt thou call, and the Lot 

ſhall anſwer ; thou ſhalt cry, and he fhall ſay, Here I am, Is AI. Iviii. 9. Ii 

Lo o is rich unto all who call upon him; and it ſhall come to paſs, that u 

foever ſhall call upon the name of the Lox D fall be ſaved ; (this, to the can 

fort of the weak, is ſeveral times repeated in ſcripture, Joꝝ L ii, 

ACTS ii. 21. Ron. x. 12, 13, 19.) Therefore when the righteous cry, 

Los heareth them, and delivereth them out of all their troubles, PSALM xxxy 

18. Ine Lon p is nigh unto all that call upon him, PsALM cxlv. 18, 1 

prayer of a righteous man availeth muck, James v. 16, TY 


O 6r0x10vs promiſe! how can Gor deny me any thing now ti 
I pray for? He has paſſed his word for it; his Son has purchaſedi 
the holy Spirit inſpires the prayer; the word holds it forth, and tl 
prayer of faith lays hold of it, and actually receives it. Prayer is 
mouth of faith. If thou wilt have much, © open thy mouth wie 
and it ſhall be filled.” Who then ſhould not be ſtirred up to pre 
much! O what fooliſhneſs is this, that we have nothing, but may d 
tain all from Gon, and yet are fo loth to pray much and pray right. 


Cop knows the pains his ſervants feel, And their beſt wiſhes to fulfil, 
He heats his chilcren cry; His grace is ever nigh, 


22 JUNE. 172 ) 
QWVEAR not of all,— Marr. v. 34. 


SwraAx not by the creatures, for that in effect is ſwearing by their maker. Nor by 
him, but when called to it by authority for confirmation, and putting an end to ftrife ; 
ind even that is to be done with ſeriouſneſs, ſincerity and circumſpection; in truth, and 
therefore not falſly, or deceitfully, which is calling the Gop of truth to witneſs a lie; 
St Paul regarded it as © the truth of Gop, Rom, ix. 1. and ſo will all good men, 
Pal M xxiv. 4, — In judgment, not raſhly, vainly, unadviſedly, or needleſely, as Saul, 
1 SAM, xiv, 39. Such oaths, promiſes, and vows, are better broke than kept, becauſe 
they are enſnaring, and dangerous ; but beſt not made at all z conſideration is always ne- 
celſary ;z=in righteouſneſs ; the matter lawful and poſſible, otherwiſe it will be inexpedient, 
Enful and ruinous. If for every idle word we muſt give an account in the day of judgment, 
then ſurely for every idle, trifling, common oath, ſuch as, © Faith and troth, Gon bleſs me, 
By my ſoul, As I live and breathe, O CxrisT, &c.“ Much more for horrible curfing 
and deny, which profanes Gop's name, is the language of the bottomleſs pit, 
fprings from, and tends to it. In a word, perjury, which is a complicated fin ; robs the 
innocent of his right, perverts juſtice, therefore threatened, Zxen. iv. 5. Gov often 
takes the falſe ſwearer and imprecator of vengeance at his word, in ſtriking him dead on 


the ſpot, Load! help the guilty to repent and feel * through the blood of CTS, 


and all to watch and pray againſt it. 


23 JUNE. ( 174 ) $24] 
D EARLY beloved, avenge not yourſelves, but rather give plate unto unt 77 > 
for it is written, Vengeance is mine, 1 will repay, faith the Lok b, Ro 

X11, 19. G2 
not 1n 
Ju pes ye then, my brethren, would it be wiſe to ſnatch the Mente 
out of the all- powerful hand of Gop to take it into our own, even y elort 
it in our power to do it? We are taught by the holy prophet nag" 
avenge ourſelves, it being daring preſumption to uſurp Gon's proving"? ne 
and to ſtep into his throne, He that chaſtiſeth the nations, ſhall hen procl: 
correct? Might may overcome right for a time, to try God's MH 
dren : but whether that is done with a cloſe hand, ſo as not to be 11 
covered; or with a high hand, fo as not to be controuled, Go i dr 
in his due time ſhew himſelf, and aſſert his prerogative againſt all. 
inſringe it. It is therefore our wiſdom, when we ſuffer wrong, tod 
to mind, and copy our bleſſed Lox vy's meritorious ſilence, commitii 
ourſelves to him that judgeth righteouſly, 


Grace dwells with juſtice on the throne When Gop in his own ſov'reign wi 

And men that love thy word, Comes down to fave th' oppreſt, 
Have in thy ſanctuary known The wrath of man ſhall work his; 
The counſels of the Lozo, And he'll reſtrain the reſt, 


24 JUNE. 1 7 
am man be in Cunisr, he is @ new creature, 2 Cox. v. 17. 


0 


LzT-no man be diſcouraged from coming to Cantsr, becauſe he finds 
not in himſelf that godly ſorrow for fin, that ability to repent, that diſ- 
peſition of heart which he deſires to have; we muſt firſt be in CuRISt, 
beſore we are new creatures. This is a common fault among us; we 
4 would fain have ſomething before we come; we think Gop's pardons 
dete not free, but we muſt bring ſomething in our hand; whereas the 
proclamation runs thus, Buy without money;“ that 1s, come without 
ay excellency at all; becauſe we are commanded to © come, and 
uke the water of life freely.“ Therefore do not ſay, I have a fin- 
ul diſpoſition, and a hard heart, and cannot mourn for {in as I ſhould; 
berefore I will Ray till that be done. lt is all one as if you ſhould 
d muſt go to the phyſician, but I will have my wounds well, and 
8. diſeaſe healed firſt. The end of going to Crtz1sT is, that this very 

cdneſs of thy heart may be taken away; that this very deadneſs of 

y ſpirit may be removed; that thou mayeſt be enlivened, quickened, 
aled; that thou mayeſt hate fin, for he is thy phylician; look not 

r fanftification before Juſtification ; nor for the fruits of righteouſneſs 
eſore thou art made righteons by faith in him; thou mult be firlt in 


trist, before thou canſt be a new creature, 


C 


25 JUNE, C290} 


LL things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient ; all thingso! 
lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any, 1Cor. vi. ii 
Maxx that are well affected to religion, that receive inſtruftionsd 
piety with pleaſuro and ſatisfaction, often wonder how it comes to pak 
that they make no greater progreſs in that religion which they ſo mud 
admire, Now the reaſon of it 1s, becauſe religion lives only in ther 


head, while ſomething elſe has poſſeſſion of their heart; and therefor 


they continue from year to year mere admirers and praiſers of pie 


without ever coming up to the reality and perfection of its precepts, | 
it be aſked why religion does not get — of their hearts; the 10 
lon is, not becauſe they live in groſs ſins or debaucheries, for their regat 
to religion preſerves them from ſuch diſorders ; but becauſe their hear 
are conſtantly employed, perverted, and kept in a wrong ſtate, by tte 
indiſcreet uſe of ſuch things as are lawful. obs uſed : for our ſouls mi 
receive an infinite hurt merely by the abuſe of innocent and lawſi 
things. What is more innocent than reſt and retirement ? and yet va 
more dangerous than ſloth and idleneſs? what is more lawful than ea 
ing and drinking? and yet what more deſtructive of virtue than ſens 
ality and indulgence? How lawful and praiſeworthy is the care of! 
family? and yet what ſo prejudicial as a worldly and ſolicitous ten 
per? Reader, follow the apoſtle, and beware of lawful things; ket 
thy heart tree from the power of them, 


26 JUNE. EE ITY 5 | 
ND the inhabitants fhall not ſay, I am fuck : the people that dwell thercin 
ſhall be forgiven their iniguity, 18A1. XXX, 24. Scœe allo PSALx 

cxxx 4. Ez Ek. xvi. 63. Lok E vii. 1 Jon ii. 1, 2. 


Ix theſe paſſages we ſce that a right belief of the remiſſion of ſins, 
or of juſtification, conſtrains us moſt of all things to fear and love Gop, 
which cannot fail of producing true holincls. This ſaith of a believer 
hanging upon grace, and fixing its eye on Cur1s5T alone, as conſcious 
there is nothing good in him, but much evil, humbling him, both Keeps 
him in re{t and joy, and makes him willing and able to run the chril- 
tian race; whereas a reliance on works and experiences, puffs up, and 
produces nothing but unbelief, uncaſineſs, uncertainty and weakneſs: 
good works and gracious experiences are very comlortable and en- 


WW” ot =. 


of 8 - ] a 

N couraging, but are not to be depended upon. 

1 There is a voice of ſov'ieign grace | Stretch out thine arm, vittor;ous King. 

| Sounds frm the ſacred word My reigning fins ſubdue; 

a O!] ye deſparing finners, come Drive the old dragon from his ſeat, 

1 And truſt upon the Lon p. | And form my ſou] anew, 

1 My ſoul obeys th' almighty call, A guilty, werk, and helpleſs worm, 

＋ And runs to this relief; On thy kind arms 1 fail; 

7 ] would believe thy promiſe, Lop D j | Be thou my ſtrength and rig! teguſneſe, 
O! help my unbelirf. 


My Jesvs and my all. 
* 


27 JUNE. (298) 
E VERY good git, and every perfect giſt is from above, Jaws i. 17. 


READER, it is a point of the greateſt importance for thee to kno 
that every evil thing is of thylell, and every good thing of Goo ; wit 
out faith we cannot be ſaved; but, faith St Paul, Eri. ii. 8.“ 
grace are ye ſaved through faith, and that not of yourſelves, it 
the piſt of Gon,” We are called upon to repent ; but in Acrs v. 
we read that © CHRIST is exalted at the Father's right hand, to be 
* Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Iſrael.“ We mi 
be born again, but regeneration is wholly of Gop's will; © whi 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of they 
of man, but of Gov,” on i. 13.— Saving knowledge is likewiſe 
gift of Gop; to you it is given to know the myſteries of the kin 
+ dom of heaven,” Marr. iv. 11. Effectual calling is alſo of Go 
grace, 2 TIM. i. 9. Juſtification is of Gop's grace, we are juſtified free) 
Adoption allo is an act of grace, he vouchſafes that high privilege, nt 
in common to all, but only to ſo many as he pleaſeth. Perſeverand 
in duty is alſo Gop's giſt, for © we are preſerved by the power of G0 
“ to ſalvation,” Eternal life is allo a gift, for © the gift of Gov 
eternal life through Jesvs CHRIST.“ The knowledge of theſe thing 
reader, will keep thee humble and dependent, and diſpoſe thee! 
give to Cop the glory of his grace, | 


28 JUNE. E 
E would fee Jesvs. Search the ſcriptures for in them ye tunk ve line de- 

nal life, and they are they which teſtify of me, Jou x xii. 21. and ch. v. a. 

Ir is remarkable, that the wiſe men travelling to find Cukisr, fol- 

"* lowed only the ſtar; and as long as they had that intheirview they wer- 
aſſured that they were in the right way, and we may believe had great 
pleaſure in their journey; but when they entered into Jeruſalem {whereas 
due ſtar led them not thither, but into Bethlehem) and there would be 
inſtructed where Cur1sr was born, they were not only ignorant of the 
place where, but they had allo loſt the ſight of the ſtar that ſhould guide 
them thither. Whereby we are taught this uſeſul leſſon, that when ws 
are going to learn Cin ist, to ſeek Cnrisr, who is above, to beware 
we loſe not the ſtar of Gop's word, which only is the mark that ſhews 
us where Cur1sT is, and which way we may come to him: Where- 
unto may be added, that if with David we make the word of Go 
* a lanthorn to our feet, and a light to our paths,” we ſhould not be 
led afide by every falſe fire that preſents itfelf to us. but by keeping 
cloſe to the word of God, we ſhall be brought to the knowledge of 
Cunisr here, and to the full enjoyment of him hereafter. Reader, this 


"Þ} little book is only deſigned to lead thee to © ſearch the ſcriptures wihicty 

NF are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation thro' faith in ſesus Cit «15 r, 
Eternal life Gon's ward imparts, H:re ſweeter comforts cheer our het 
Whereon each fainting ſpirit lives, Than ali the round of aut z. 


20 JUNE. E180. 
ET no corrupt cammunicatiam proceed out of your mouth, but that which » 
" good to the uſe of edifying, that it may miniſter grace unto the hearm: 
and grieve not the holy Spurit of Go. Let not jlthinejs be once named amor; 
you, nor fool talking, nor jejing, which are not convenient, Ey H. iv. %, 
chap. V. 4. 
for words are hurtful words; they grieve the holy Spirit, deſtra 
what power has beeu obtained by prayer, and cauſe nothing but levit 
and diſtraction of mind. Let this be a caution againſt talk: ing too Much: 
for if it does not tend to the glory of Gon, it is nothing but corruy 
communication. May alle khiſliags take heed to refrain their tongues, 


— 


and never ſpcak unadviſd „, but always conſider firſt whether therF 


words can be prefitable to others, and acceptable to Gon in heaven, 
O Loxv, teach mu by thy wifdom to put a leck to my mouth, and t 
weigh every word like gold, Let my hcait and lips be moved and 
governed by thy holy Spirit, that both my ſilence and talking may be 
according to thy will and direction. Grant that | may always chielj 
converſe with thee in prayer and thankſgiving, for the good of . 
own ſoul and others. And whenever I am to open my lips in die 


time, let my words be ſo ſeaſoned and bleſied as to adminiſtcr grace 
the hearers. 


So let our lips and lives expreſs So let our words and virtues ſhire 
The holy goſpel we profels ; To poie the duct: ine all divine. 


— 


. 


on 


30 JUNE. BS ! 7 
A VD he dreamed, and behold, aladder fet upon tz earth, and the teh of ut 
reached to heaven and behold, the angels of Gov aſcending and deſcending 


en it, GEN. XXV1l1, 12, 


Tuis ladder is an emblem of the divine providence. which governs 
all things, Its being ſet upon the earth, denotes the ſteadinels of pro- 
vidence, which nothing is able to unſetile; its reaching up to heaven, 
lignifies its univerſality, or that it extends toallthings: the ſeveral ſtepsof 
the ladder are the motions and aftions of providence; the angels going 
up and down, ſhew, that they are the great miniſters of providence, 
never idle, but always employed in the preſervation of the jult ; their 
aſcending, means their going up to receive the divine orders and com- 
mands; and their deſcending, their coming down upon earth to put 
them in execution. So that in this repeſentation, Gob ſignified to 
Jacob, now full of care and uneaſy apprehienſions, that the man who 
was under the cuſtody and protection of divine providence, want- 
ed not company in a wilderneſs; wanted not ſecurity in the midſt 
of dangers; wanted not direction in the moſt difficult undertakings ; 
ſince there were ſo many miniſtering ſpirits holding correſpondence be- 
tween earth and heaven, and daily and hourly * ſent forth from Gov's 
5 preſence to miniſter unto them who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation.” 
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— AL LELUTA; for the Lox D Gop omnipotent reizneth, Rx v. xix,h, 
| 


Gov is the Lord of hoſts, he is the great commander of heaven and 


earth; he it is that directs the conflicts, neither are any put to try mil 
tery, no field pitched, no battle fought, but by his ſpecial order and com 


mithon, and all for the accompliſhment of his glory, But it befallethw| 


as it doth with them which ſtand in the ſame level wherein two grer 
armies are ready to engage, they conceive them to be a diſordered mult: 
tude; whom, notwithſtanding, if they beheld from a high hill, they wou 
diſcern that they were artificially ranged, and every one ſerving unde 


his own colours. Even ſo men, who bchold the ſtate of the world, with 


the eyes of fleſh and blood, dim by reaſon of the corruption oftheir judz 
ments, and weakneſs of their affections, think all things are out d 
order, hey“ ſee ſervants riding on hories. and princes going on foot; 
that the worſe men are, the better they fare; and they fare the work, the 
better they are; but if they would go into Gop's ſanctuary, and judged 


_ occurrences by heavenly principles, then they would confeſs, that u 


army on earth can be better marſhalled, than the great army of all tht 
creatures of heaven and earth, yea, and of hell too; and that, notwith 
ſtanding all appearances to the contrary, all is well, and will end well 
eſpecially to Gop's people; and that the Gop of order, will bring lig 
out of dark neſs, and order out of the greateſt confuſion, could they hu 
have patience, and let him alone with his own work, 


OE I TOE One 


— 8 


— At. rs nd 


2 JULY: e 
7 U haft thruſt fore at me, that J mig fall; but tie Lord helped me. 


Preferved in JeSUs CuRISH, and called, F8ALM cxvili. 1g. Jupe I. 


Jesvs was in the council, undertook our cauſe, ſirack hands in the covenant as our 
ſurety 3 wrought out a r.ghteouſnels for us, ſulfered our curie on the tree to redeem ns, 
ever lives, and ever loves, and ever pleads cur cauſe, while he repreſents our perſons be- 
fore the everlaſtingly gracious, and infinitely juſt and righteous Jerovan, h's Father 
and our Father, now well pleaſed with us, becauſe accepted and preſerved in the beloved. 
Are theſe things ſo? And has the Lon b, the Spirit, the glorifier of Jzsus, enlight- 
ened our underſtandings to ſee theſe things, enabled us to believe, and aſſured our hearts 
of cer own happy ſhare and intereſt in them? O my ſoui, ſtop, reflect, dwell on ſuch 
wonderful power, marvellous favour, diſtinguiſhing love, and appropriated mercy! Now 
let all mine enemies exert their utmcſt power, I will not be afraid, Affl tions, pain, 
tem!tations may await, me, waves and ſtorms may go over my head, Satan may ſift me 
as wheat, the waters of death may prove bitter to my taſle, yet will 1 not be diſcouraged; 
he that dicd for me, will take care of me, he that pardoned my aggravated offences, will 
heal my infir:nities, he that knew the power of temptation will ſupport, and eel:ver me 
out of ail, This I believe, Lord, help my unbelief! 

The wiſdom, the power, the love, the promiſe, the covenant, and the oath of Ir Ho- 
YAH, ſtand all engaged for the preſervation of a poor, dependent believer in JESUS, 
All<'uia, 


* 4 


3 JULY: 6 184 ) 
EARN of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart; ana ye jhall fd 7 
unto your fouls, Marr. xi. 29. Be clothed with humil: ty, for Go rej 


the proud, and gives grace to the humble. Humble yourſelves therefore under ti 
mighty hand of Gob, ut he may exalt you in due time, 1 VET. v. 5, 6. 


SUCH as are haughty and ſel f. conceited, ruſh againſt the mighty han 
of God, and deſtroy themſelves : but thoſe that bow and humble ur 
der it, will be protected by the ſame. Whatever {kill of learning ant 
demonſtration we may acquire in the ſchools of human ſciences, i 
we do not learn to be lowly in heart, and dead to the world, the ſcrip 
ture does not allow us to be truly wiſe and enlightened, but calls u 
poor, blind, miſerable, worldly ſtudents of glory,” Prov. xi: 
1 Cor. iſt and iid chapters. Therefore, The more a man dies i 
„this world, the more is he enlightened.” 


Pleas'd with all the Lok p provides, 
Wean'd from all the world beſides, 


Father, fix my ſoul on thee, 
Ev'ry evil let me flee ; 
Nothing want beneath, above; 


Happy in thy precious love. 


Lon p, if thou the grace impart, 
Poor in ſp'rit, meek in heart, 
I ſhall as my Maſter be, 
Rooted in humility, 


Simple, teachable, and mild, 
Chzny'd into a little child; 
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4 JULY. © os 
AND Jacob went on his way, and the angels of Gop met him, GEX. 


XXX11. 1. . 


As Jacob was favoured with a heavenly viſion, when he firſt de- 
parted from his father's houſe; ſo the divine Being thought proper 
again to favour him with the ſame token of his protection at his re- 
turn thither, thereby to encourage him to meet with confidence thoſe 
dangers he had to encounter, — Hence we may obſerve, that when 
Gon deſigns his people for extraordinary trials, he prepares them by 
extraordinary comforts. - We ſhould think it had been more ſeaſon- 
„able for theſe angels to have appeared to him juſt in the heat of his 
engagement, either with Laban before, or Elau after, than in this 
calm and quiet interval, when he ſaw not himſelf in any imminent 
peril, But Gop will have us, when we are in peace, to provide for 
FF trouble; and when trouble comes, to live upon former obſervations 
and experiences; or however, to draw comfort and encouragement 
from them; knowing aſſuredly, that he who has delivered in fix 
troubles, will alſo deliver in ſeven; and in due time out of all.— 
This may be an emblem of Gop's people at death, who are then re- 
turning to Canaan, to their heavenly father's houſe ; and then the 
angels of Gop will meet them, to congratulate the happy finiſhing of 
heir ſervitude, and carry them to their everlaſting reſt, | 


5 JULY. E 
Fo R by thy words thou ſhalt be juſtified, and by thy words thou halt k 


condemned, MATT. xii. 37. 


Tur general bent and turn of a man's diſcourſe, is a ſure index to 
the diſpoſition of his mind; for “ out of the abundance of the heat 
«© the mouth ſpeaketh.” Other outward marks may be imitated ; but 
to offend not in tongue, to be free from detraction and boaſting, u 
ſpeak the truth in love, to * let no corrupt communication”? (nothing 
contrary to peace or holineſs) © proceed out of the mouth;” this is the 
finger of Gov. Here the Hypocrite and Formaliſt always fail, Le 
us carneſtly pray for grace to bridle the tongue. O Lox, {eta 
„% watch upon my mouth, keep the doors of my lips ;” that I my 
never bring a reproach upon my profeſſion, by ſpeaking proud, fall, 
fooliſh or cenſorious words. 


The tongue, that moſt unruly pow'r, Lord! can a fceble helpleſs worm 
Requires a ſtrovg reſtraint ; Perform a tſk fo hard! 

We muſt be watchful ev'ry hour, Thy grace muſt all the work perform, 
And pray, but never faint, And give the free reward, 


6 Jury, (- 10% 


[,90SE them and bring them unto me; and if any ſay aught unto you, ye 

ſhall ſay, The LorD hath need of them, and ſtraigitway he vill ſend 
them, MATT. xxi. 2, 3. The Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon him, 
and the cords that were upon has arms became as flax that was burnt with fire, 
and his bands loofed from off luis hands, Ju DES xv. 14. 


Tavs the Spirit of the Lox» makes us free from all ſpiritual bonds; 
for © where the Spirit of the Lox is, there is liberty, 2 Cox. iii. 15. 
Though I was torn from Cnur1sT by the enemy; yet as a robber he 
gets no right tome. Cur1sT does not give up for this reaſon his right, 
which he has to me on ſo many accounts; and as ſoon as I am willin 
by his grace to give up myſelf to him, and deſire to be delivered from 
the power of Satan, he vindicates and faves me, as his property; I am 
his, Satan looſes his hold, and nothing in the world can withhold me 
from him, All the fetters muſt fall off. 


What tho' the heſts of death and hell [| My Cop has broke the ſerpent's teeth, 
All arm'd againſt me ſtood, And death has loſt his ſting, 
Terrors no more ſhall ſhake my foul ; 8 E 1 
My refuge is my Goo, * to the Lon o belonge, 
is atm alone can ſave: 
Ariſe, O Lox, fulfil thy grace, | Bleſſings attend thy people here, 


While I thy glory fing : 


And reach beyond the grave, 


7 IU. E 188 ) 


Al 
E you a new heart and @ new ſpirit, Ex Rx. xviii. 31. Seel M L 
2 COR, v. 17, 18-21, 5 iſſues of 
1 
As 


Maxy are converted, but not entirely to CHRIST, and from the 
own righteouſneſs, fo as to be truly ſenſible of their wickednels at ofthe 
abomination, and earneſtly to flee to CuRISsrH for reconciliation u dilige. 
righteouſnels ; and therefore never get their hearts changed, but co but th 
tinue on in their mere outward moral ſtate year after year, O Lou cept. 
let me daily receive a word from thee, to nouriſh and ſtrengthen m) like 


ſoul, io as to be renewed daily by it more and more. 3h 
more 
O for an heart to love my Gop! An humble, lowly, contrite heart, hand 
An heart from ſin ſet free; Believing, true and clean ; by la 

An heart that always feels the blood, Which neither life, nor death can put ) 
So ficely ſhed for me! | From him that dwells within, 01 
An hezrt refign'd, ſubmiſſive, meek, An heart in ev'ry thought renew'd, A 
My dear Redeemer's throne; And fill'd with love divine; An 
Where only C1R1sT is heard to ſpeak, Perfect, and right, and pure, and gook Fe 

Where JI xs us reigns alone, l A copy, Lon, of thine, 


2 
0 


$8 JULY, (189 - } 


MARTH A, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many tings, 
LUKE x. 41. Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the 
aſues of liſe, Pxov. iv. 2g. 


As the virtue of a ſtrong ſpirituous liquor evaporates by degrees in a 
vial which is not cloſely ſtopped, in like manner the life and power 
of the Spirit inſenſibly vaniſhes away, if the heart is not kept with all 
diligence. Of the former remains only water; of the latter, nothing 
but the form of religion; or perhaps ſome falſe principles and crrors 
crept in, Therefore many muſt be tried and ſifted, that they may know, 
like Hezekiah, wl. at is in their hearts, 2 CR ON. xxXx1, 31. conſequent- 
ly, what more needful, than to take heed to our own ſpirit, and to keep 
clole to the written word ; for as the latter times draw nearer, the 
more plauſible will errors and ſeducements appear both on your right 
hand and on your left ; beware of being drawn off from the truth, cither 
„ by falſe worldly prudence, or the pretended ſpiritual form of fanatics ? 


O Loxp, permit me not to be | | I would obey the voice divine, 
A firanger to myſelf and thee ; And all inferior things reſign. 


e thouſand thoughts I rove, Be eatth with all her ſcenes withdrawn; 
l org:tiul of my higheſt love. Let noiſe and vanity be gone: 


Call me away from fleth and ſenſe, In ſectet ſilence of the mind, 
Ore ſov* reign word can draw me thence ; LM + heav'n, and there my Cop I find. 


9 JuLy. 5 104 
M Y foul thirſteth after thee as a barren land, Ps Lx cxliii. 6. 1 M 
| that is athrſt come, and whoſoever will let him take of the water of life — © 

Rev. xxii. 17. If any man thirſt, let him come unto me and drink, HI des, 


believes on me, as the ſcripture has ſaid, out of hus belly ſhall flow rivers of PsaL: 
water, JOHN vii. 37, 38. 


Tx 

Wurd thou art ſo dry and barren, examine thyſelf cloſely wi are, | 
may be the cauſe; aſk pardon for all offences, and take care to m Poul 
them. And though thou ſhouldeſt not find any thing particular tarry 


humble thyſelf deeply before the Lox ; but at the ſame time rem: fl 
ber that thou art accepted, beloved, juſtified and bleſſed in CurisT ;1 4 
in this diſpoſition quietly wait the returns of ſome new drops of li he a 
water and grace; but be alſo ſure aſterwards to cheriſh and mak dire 


right uſe of them, Thus thou ſhalt be like a watered garden, M ſee it 
Iviii. 11. | 


For thee I thirſt, O Lox», I mourn $ | Shall all my joys on earth remove? — 
Wen will thy ſmiling face return? And Gon for ever hide his love? In 
A My 

Ho! ye that pant for living ſtreams, Rivers of love and mercy here Tr 
And pine away and die ; In a rich ocean join; Po 


Here you may quench your r2ging thirf Salvation in abundance flows, 
With fpriogs that neue: diy. Lilce floods of milk and wine, 


10 JULY. E 10 
Y foul waltetii upon GoD: from lum comes my ſalvation; he is only my 
defence, I ſhall not be greatly moved. Therefore, tru/t in hum at all 
times, ye people, pour out your hearts b:fore ſum, God ts a refuge for us, 
PsaLu 1x11. 2, 3, 9. 


Tux more quiet, patient, believing, faithful, ardent and ſingle we 

are, the ſooner we ſhall lee the ſalvation and victory of the Loxn. 

S Double-minded ſouls have the greateſt ſtruggle, and the flothful muſt 

J tarry the longer. Sometimes, it is true, though we are faithful, yet we 

mult cry out, O Loa p, how long?” Psar vi. 4. But nevertheleſs 

J he always hears and delivers us, though we do not ſee and feel it 

directly, but ſeem to ſuffer continually, In heaven we ſhall certainly 
e it, and reap the bleſſed fruits of all our afflitions and prayers, 


My ſpirit looks to Gon alone; When helvers fail, and foes invade, 

My rock and refuge is his throne ; God is our all-ſufficient aid. | 

may * tears, *n all my ſtraits, | For ſov'teign pow'r teigns not alone, | l 
ſoul on his ſalvation waits. | Grace is a partner of the throne : | 

Truſt him, ye ſaints, in all your ways; | Thy grace and juſlice, mighty Loa, | 

Pour out your hearts before his face: Shall well divide our laſt reward. | 


11 JULY. 09 
Have been young, and now am old : yet I have not ſcen the righteous forſa 
nor his ſe:d begging their bread, PSALM XXXVI1. 25. 


Swe declaration ! er.couraging experience! The Lord indeed careth for the ni 
ous ; for thoſe, who, havirg ſeen the want cf mercy, rely for it upon the promiſe of Gt 
that there is forgiveneſs with him, for the obedience unto deaih of Jesus CurrsT, | 
hath promiſed, that he will never leave, nor ferſake them—that he will withboldh 
them no manner of thing that is good, He careth alſo for their ſeed ; ſo that they! 
not beg their bread, He frequently provides for them, when their parents are nom 
in ſuch unexpected ways, that many who ſee it are conſtrained to acknowledge, ti 
& the LorDy's doing.“ Ard ſometimes, while they are living, he brings bread tot 
mouth, and alſo furniſhes them with opportunities to hear of, and ſeek for theb 
which came down from heaven, and which endureth unto everlaſting life; thus ſnatck 
them, as it were, from the jaws of ignorance and deſtruction. O Lon p, if minet 
have heard—if mine eyes have ſeen—and more eſpecially if I partake of ſuch bleſling 
may I gratefully own, that thou art a Gop keeping covenant and mercy ; and m 
this pioof of thy faithfulneſs, a ground of reliance upon thee for all needful promiſed 
ings ! help me to do my part—to caſt all my care on thee—and endeavour by pray?) 
ſtruction and example, that thy gocdneſs may be ſanctified to my ſeed, that we m 
together here and hereafter, to the praiſe of thz glory of thy grace, 


12 


12 JULY. ("29043 
K* rengthened with all might according to his glorious power, COL, i. 11. 


O uv foul, what encouraging words are theſe ! How full of mean- 
ing! The Loa p our righteouſneſs, is the Loxp our ſtrength. He is 
near at hand, believer, to $STRENGTHEN thee, according to thy need. 
Not in one or two reſpe&s, but with all might, with a ſupply ſuited 
to every various occaſion, and that to the utmoſt, anſwerable to what 
" F may be expected from the exertion of © his own glorious power.“ 
Happy ſtate of the believer in Jesus; though ſeeble in himſelf, ſur— 
o rounded with enemies, and exerciſed with a continual warfare, he 

ſhall not be overpowered ; for the promiſe and the arm of Goo is on 
naff his fide, He is in alliance offenſive and defenſive with Him who 
be can do what he pleaſes; and he ſhall therefore be © made more than 


4 — __ 


1 * conqueror through him who has loved him.“ 

d 0 J . . . 

a Let me but hear my Saviour ſay, 1 glory in infirmity, 

„ Strengih ſhall be equal to thy day;“ That Cxr 18 T's ownpow'r may 1cft on me: 
Na! Then 1 rejoice in deep diſtreſs, | When I am weak, then am 1 ftroup, 


Leaning on all-ivfficient grace, Grace is my ſhield an4 CHRIST my ſongs 


13 JULY. 6194) 
MY beloved is mine, and I am his, CANT. ii. 16.—Divifie anſwer; 1: 
betroth thee unto me for ever; yea, I will betroth thee unto me in righta 
neſs, and in judgment, and in loving-kindneſs. I will even betroth thee 
me in faithfulneſs, and thou ſhalt know the Lox p, Hos. ii. 19, 20. 


By faith in the blood of Cu RIS we are accepted, and cloſely unit 
to him as our bridegroom. By that we daily eat his fleſb, drink h 
blood, and are ſprinkled all over; ſince even the beſt of our wo 
our prayers and other performances, ſtill want it continually ; as 
pears from the type, Hes. ix. 19—21, where it is ſaid, that © All 
6 veſſels of the. miniſtry, and even the book was ſprinkled.” 


Hark ! the Redeemer from on high, Dear Lon b, our thankful heart recen 
Sweetly invites his fav'rites nigh The hope thy invitation gives : 

From caves of darkneſs and of doubt | To thee our joyful lips ſhall raiſe 
He gently ſpeaks, and calls us out. | The voice of prayer and of praiſe, 
My ſiſter and my ſpouſe, he cries, |. Iam my love's, and he is mine z L 
Bound to my heart by various ties; | Our hearts, our hopes, our paſſions joitz 
Thy pow'rful love my heart detains Nor let a motion, nor a word, 8 
In ſtrong delight and pleaſing chains. | Nor thought ariſe to grieve my Lond, 


14 JULY. { 195 ) * 
7 EN thou Jaidſt, Seek ye my face ; my heart ſaid unto thee, Thy face, 
LogD, will I feek, PSALM xxviii. 8. I am thane, ſave me : for I have 
ſought thy precepts, PSALM cxix 94.—Divine anſwer; They who ſeek me 
early ſhall find me, Prov. vii. 17. The humble ſhall fee this and be glad, 
and your hearts ſhall live that ſeek Gon, PsaLM Ixix. 32. Seek and you ſhall 


find, Marr. vii. 8. And whoever finds me, finds life, Pxov. viii. 35. For 
I am the life, Jon xiv. 6. 


Sven arguments and intreaties we may uſe with Gop, to ſtrengthen us in faith: he 
does not want them, but we do; and he is well pleaſed, when we take him at his word. 
For if we would not draw near to Gon in prayer till our hearts were quickened, perhaps 
ve might never come to it. Therefore we muſt not indulge ourſelves in ſuch a ſtate of 
dulneſs, but rather put a force upon. ourſelves, and pray againſt our natural inclination. 
Being faithful and inſtant in this, we ſhall certainly have our affections warmed, and great 
power and bleflings given from above, that our hearts my live, O Loa b, I plead thy 
precious promiſes and all thy former deliverances. Thou canſt not deny thy word; I am 
a child of thy covenant, and thou haſt laid thyſelf under an obligation to help me out, 
nay to abide, to live and reign in me; let no fin henceforth have dominion over me, 


4 Lon p, I addreſs thy heav'nly throne x There ſked thy choiceft love abroad, 
out; Call me a child of thine; And make my comforts ſtrong ; 

Send down the Spirit of thy Son Then ſhall I ſay ; My Father Gop, 
15 To form my heart divine. With an unwav'ring tongue, 
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O0 My God, I truft in thee ; let me not be named, Ps Al xxv. 2. In thy, 
O Lon p, do I hope : thew wilt hear, O Lord my Go, PSALM xxxvil. 

15. Let none that wait on thee be aſhamed, PsAa UM xxv. g Divine anſwer; 

Hope makes not aſiamed, Rom. v. 5. They that truſt in the Los b ſhall be « 

mount Zion, which abideth for ever, Ps cxxv. 1. Pray for help, and 


though it tarry, wait for. it; becauſe it will ſurely come, ii will not tarry, Has, 
il. 3. Then thou ſhalt know, &c. Isa1. xlix. 33. 


Dos God delay his promiles, and the enemy raiſe a ſuſpicion againl 
his faithfulneſs ? remember that it is ſaid, WAIT. Thou art ſtill in 
being, and ſhalt be a witneſs to Gop's faithfulneſs, If he was not 
faithful and true, he could not be God. His faithfulneſs is eternal, 
and as ſure and great as himſelf; above all our thoughts. Thou ſhalt 
at laſt the more gloriouſly experience it, and not be aſhamed : ſooner 


ſhall heaven and earth paſs away. © He keeps truth for ever, 
Psa1:M cxlvi. 6. | 


Happy the man whoſe hopes rely His truth for ever ſtands ſecure: 
On Iſr:ze''s Gop : He mace the ſky, He ſaves th' oppreſt, he feeds the poor; 
Ang earth and ſeas, with all their tian; He {ends the lab*ring conſcience peace, 


And none ſhall find bis promiſe vain ; And grants the pris'ner ſweet 1eleale, 


16 


16 JULY. (07-3 
IVD I. if 1 be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto mes 


Joux x11. 32, 


Tuis he ſpoke of his death. It is the remembrance of his cruel 
ſhameful death, what he ſuffered, ſaid and finiſhed, when he hung 
naked and wounded upon the croſs, that effectually captivates the 
finner's heart to himſelf. The ſharpeſt convictions, if not relieved by 
this fight, will never teach the heart to love. The ſtrongeſt reſolu- 
tions, unleſs made with this bleeding objett in view, will melt away 
like ſnow. But a crucified Saviour is a powerful magnet indeed; 
multitudes have been drawn by it, from fin to holineſs, from Satan 
to Cop, from earth to heaven. 


Was it for crimes that I have done, But drops of grief can ne“ er repay 
He gron'd upon the tree? The debt of love I owe; 

Amazing pity ! grace unknown! Here, Lok, I give myſelf away, 
And love beyond degree! Tis all that I can do. 


9 3 


37 Toy. #S 
1, OVE "3" not her own, is not eaſily provoked, and never faileth, 1 Co 
xiii. 5, 8. 


Ir being my heart's deſire, O my dear heavenly Father, once to lore 
thee and my neighbour uprightly and ardently, I beg that thou wouldet 
let me know and enjoy thy love in Cuxisr, which is the only meat 
to come to the ſame ; for how can I poſſibly be cold and hard, whe 
reſting at the croſs of CHRIST, and in thy boſom, I enjoy thy fre 
grace, and truly experience thine infinite love towards me, the mol 
miſerable and chiefeſt of ſinners ? O may this melt down, and chang 
me thoroughly ! 


Had I the tongues of Greeks and Jews, | Shou'd I diſtribute all my ftore 
And nobler ſpeech than angels uſe, To feed the bowels of the poor, 
If Love be abſeat, I am found Or give my body to the flame 
Like tinkling braſs, an empty ſound, To gain a mattyr's glorious name; 
Were I inſpit'd to preach, and tell If Love to Gop and Love to men 
All that is done in heav'n and hell, Be abſent, all my hopes ate vain : 
Or cou'd my faith the v:0:1d remove, Nor tongues, nor gifts, nor fiery zeal, 
Still I am wanting without LOVE. | The work of Love can cer fulkii, 


18 JULY, ( 199 ) 


[JNT0 thee, O Lon p, do I lift up my foul, Ps Alu xxv. 1 = Divine an- 
wer; Thou haſt heard the 22 of the humble, thou wilt prepare Rr 


heart, thou wilt cauſe thine ear to hear, PSALM x. 7. 


Farr only deſires Cyr15srT, and does neither delight in the gain, 
nor grieve much at the loſs of temporal things; but, Faith, through 


an earneſt defire for CHRIST and his word, riſes above all creatures, 


& and overcomes all worldly pleaſures and fears.” And this being 
the work of Gon, will certainly be accompliſhed ; nay, is looked 


upon as really accompliſhed already in our deſires and endeavours 


after it; in the ſame manner as evil deſires are reckoned for deeds in 
the fight of Gop, though they never proceed to overt-atts, 


I cannot bear this abſence, Lon v; | Yer 1 will ſtay my father's time, 
My life expires if thou depart; | And hope and wait for heav'n a while, 
Be thou, my heart, ſtill near my Gon, | 


And thou, my Gob, be near my heart, Then, deareſt Lox p, in thine embrace 
Let me reſign my fleeting breath, 
I was not born for earth and fin, | And with a ſmile upon my face, 


Not can 1 live on things fo vile ; Paſs the important hour of death, 
0 4 


19 JULY. [208] 


D RAV near in the day that I will call upon thee : ſay unto me, Fear nt; 

0 Lox, plead thou the cauſe of my ſoul, and redeem my life, Lau. i, 
57, 58,Gov's anſwer; Fear not, for I am with thee, Is AI. xliii. g. 1 
am he that lives and was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore, and hav 
the keys of hell and death, Rev. i 18. | 


© Cuklsr has overcome death, led captivity captive, and by one 
5 offering perfected for ever them that are ſanctified.“ Hes, x. 1. 
Whoever leaves this world, believing in him, being perfected already, 
has nothing to fear after death, O! my heavenly Father, grant tha 
the imerfett work of ſanRification may humble me much, but cauk. 
no ſear of death, nor diſturb my filial eonfidence ; ſince this does nd 
depend on any particular ee holineſs, but only on my being w- 
Cunisr, and being adopted through him; which the weakeſt child, 
as well as the ſtrongeſt, may boldly believe; having both like right, 
like grace, and like pardon, Being therefore a child, I am an heit, 
and ſhall find life and deliverance in death. | 


I am Alpha, ſays the Saviour, 
1 Omega likewile am; 
] was dead, and live for ever, 


Cop Almighty and the Lamb, 


In the Los p is our perfection, 
And in him our boaſt we'll make; 
We ſhall ſhare his reſurrection, 
If we of his death partake, 


| 


20 JULY. 1 
ND he gave him a ſign, but Hezekiah rendered not again according to 


the benefut done unto him, for his heart was lifted up, 2 CHRON, xxxii. 
24, 25. 

8 truſting in the Aſſyrians for help, had refuſed a ſign graciouſly offered by Go 
2 token of deliverance, He did not chooſe to put his whole truſt in Gop, though his 
pretence was, he would not tempt the Loxp. This might lead his ſon Hezekiah to aſk 
for a ſign, and it proved a ſnare to him, The king of Babylon, on finding Hezekiah fo 
highly honoured by the ſun, thought it incumbent upon him to ſend ambailadurs with let- 
ters and a preſent to ſuch a favourite of the god of the Babylonians, 

Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and ſought craftily to avail himſelf of this falſe notion 
of the king of Babylon; and, by not affronting their god, he hoped to gain a ſafe pro- 
teftion againſt the king of Aſlyria.—lfaiah was ordered to acquaint him, that as he pre- 
ferred an arm of fieſh to his almighty Deliverer, he ſhould experience the ſad effect of 
tis folly in not honouring God; and all that he had ſo vainly ſhewed ſhould be carried to 
Bibylon,—Hezekiah ought to have teſtified to the ambaſladors, that the Luxp Gop of 
liel Ropped the ſun in its progreſs, He had here a fair opportunity of ſhewing them 
a their king the vanity of their idolatry in worſhipping the ſun, evidently under the 
Greftion of a ſuperior being.— le ought alſo to have given Gop all the glory in this 
matter, and have reſted on him, and h:m alone, for ſafety, who had juſt then given him 
lach a ſtriking proof of his power and fa vour.— Worlaly wiſdom is arrant folly, and hen 
let in oppofition to the will of Gop, will be ſure to diſappoint us. Even the noblel in- 
fiance of wiſdom and love Gop ever ſhewed in the ſalvation of ſinners by Jesvs CHRIST, 
if got accepted of in Gov's own way, with humility and fimplicity, will not have its 
deſured effect. Worldly wiſdom enſnared Hezekiah, carnal wiſdom and pride of heart 
win many a one, who otherwiſe probably might rejoice in the ſalvation of IESus. 


21 JULY. (202 
GAN two walk together, except they be agreed, AMOS iii. 3. 


41 


REaDER, I ſuppoſe thee a religious perſon, one that has been u 


verted by the power of grace; one that is deſirous to glorify Gop in! 
and converſation ; one that has an intereſt in Ixsus, and wants toha 
it made more maniſeſt to thine own ſelf every day; one that conli 
this life as a paſlage to a better; aud would be glad of a fpirituala 
panion to go along with thee, for © two are better than one.“ Give! 
the right hand of fellowſhip to any before thou haſt tried him, fort 
cannot walk comfortably together except they are agreed : bring 


to the law of Gov, the eternal, moral law of Gop, contained in 


Ten Commandments; and aſk him, Does he look upon that law of 
as the rule of his life? If he denies it, avoid him. If he only ſays! 
a rule, and for the matter of it a good one, avoid him, If he ſays t 


good rule to him, but a paſſive one, that ſays nothing to him; ſtill u 
him. If he ſays he is not under the commanding power of it, u 


away from him, But if he ſays, that he ſincerely takes it as Goo) 
vealed will to him, owns the authority thereof over his conſcience 
converſation, * Thus faith the Lon ;” breathing after univerſal obe 
ence thereto, repenting and mourning where he falls ſhort thn 


and 2 by faith to Cuxisr for all peace and pardon; take iu 


one for a friend and companion. 


22 JULY. E 
| MY. foul fainteth for thy ſalvation. My foul is continually in my hand. 


Uphold me according to thy word, that I may live, and let me not be aſhamed 


4 # ny 2. Look thou upon me, and be merciful unto me, a: thou uſeſt to do 
F into thoſe that love thy name, PSALM cxix. 81, 109, 116, 132. 


OLoxo, I love thy name alſo, ſince thou art called merciful, gra- 
i cious, long- EY, and even, the Loxp our righteouſnels: and 
therefore I depend upon nothing of my own, but throw myſelf en- 
rely upon thy free grace and righteouſneſs, which keeps me alone 
in peace. Without thee I am ignorant and weak; and Satan being as 
wicked as he is cunning, what would become of me, if I was not 
. kept and preſerved by thee ? © Thy name is a ſtrong tower, the righ- 
neus enter there and are ſaſe;“ there let me abide alſo continually, 


mall I be ſafe from every adverſary. 


The arms of everlaſting love | | Salvation for a bulwark ſtands, 
Beneath my ſoul he plac'd; To ſhield the ſacred place. 
And on the rock of ages b 


My ſlipp'ry ſootſteps faſt. Satan may vent his ſharpeſt ſpite, 


And ail his legions ror ; 
The city of my bleſt abode | Almighty mercy guards my life, 
I; wall'd arcurd with grace; And bounds his raging pow'r. 


23 JULy. ( 204) 


NYT unto us, O LokÞ, not unto us, but unto thy name be the gl 
PSALM cxv. 1. 


* 
| 


How little reaſon have we to glory in any thing of our own, {ne 
nothing but fin is ours, which even defiles that which is of Gov. 0 
Lon, grant that | may always give thee thy own ; that I may knoy 
of no delight, and glory but in thee, and haye no other deli.n and 
queſt, but to live in godly ſimplicity, innocence and quietnels, for 
that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely,” PR Ov. x. 9. and the bel 
method to have much confidence, is to have a ſingle eye, which ds 
not ſeek its own, For whence is all diſquietude of mind, but fn 
our own luſts and unmortified affettions, which are like the trouble 
ſea? and what aflords more peace than to have nothing at heart bi 
the glory of Gop, and to count ourſelves worthy of no good. Thu 
we all be enabled to call our misfortunes a happineſs, and be at 
fied and praiſe the Lox p as much when he hath taken ſomething fron 
us, as if he had granted a bleſſing ; being ſure that it tends to our gol 
and to his glory, which he knows beſt how to promote, and that ue 
thing but tin can make us unhappy and miſerable. 


Great God ! ho infinite art thou! 
What worthleſs worms are we! 
Let the whole race of creatures bow, 

And pay their praiſe to thee, 


Our lives thro? various ſcenes are draw, 
And vex'd with trifling carcs ; 

While thine eternal thought moves os 
T hiac undiſturb'd affairs. 
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2 JULY. | ( 205 
HO fhall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is Gop that juf- 
liel, who is he that condemneth ? It is CrrisT that died, yea, rather, 
that is riſen again; who is even at the riglit hand of Gov, who alſo maieth inter- 
won for us, Rox. viii. 33. 34. 

Taxes is a ſtory, how the devil appeared to a dying man, and ſhew- 
ed him a parchment roll, which was very long, wherein was written 
on every ſide the ſins of the poor ſick man, Which were many in num- 
der: and there were alſo written the idle words he had ſpoken, which 
made up a great part of the words that he had ever ſpoken in his life; 
together with the falſe words, the unchaſte words, and angry words; 
ilterwards came in rank his vain and ungoaly words; and laſtly, 
bs actions. digeſted according to the commandments: Where- 
upon Satan ſaid, See here, behold thy virtues ; ſee here what thy ex- 
mination muſt be. Whereupon the poor ſinner anſwered, It is true, 
Nan, but thou haſt not ſet down all, for thou ſhouldeſt have added, 
nd ſet down here below, The blood of Jzsus Cnrnsr cleanſes us 
ſom all our ſins ;” and this alſo ſhould not have been forgotten, that 
Whoſoever believeth in Hi, ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſting 
© life.” Whereupon the devil vaniſhed. —Thus if the devil ſhould 
muſter up our fins, and ſet them in order before us, let but CHRIS be 
= 'y a ſaithſul way, and he will give back, and fly away with 

reed, . 


25 JULY, (. 200). 


B UT we all with open face beholding as in a glaſs the glory of the Lony 
are changed into the ſame image from glory to glory, 2 Cok. iii. 18. I 
fore, let this mind be in you which was in CHRIST Jesus, PA IT. ii. 5. Fork 


has left us an example that we ſhould follow his ſteps, 1 PET. ii. 21. 


Ir, before we ſay or do any thing, we would but always confide 
whether it was agreeable to the pattern of Cur1sT, a multitude of 
would not be committed, O Loa p, however miſerable 1 am, when! 
humble myſelf before thee with a filial confidence, looking upon nþ 
felf as united to thee, and, as the vileſt of finners, depending only up 
thy free grace, | enjoy peace. Grant therefore, O my Gov, thatthiss 
holding of thee may be my conſtant exerciſe, and that by this mew 
I may * ſtrengthened chearfully to follow thy Hen daily, to 
changed more and more into the glorious image of thy love, patiem 
and humility, and thus to be truly prepared for eternal life, 


Such love, and meekneſs ſo divine, 
I would tranſcribe and make them mit 


Be thou my pattern, make me beu 
More of thy gracious image here; 
Then God the judge ſhall own my mi 
Among the foli'wers of the Land, 


My dear Redeemer and my Logo ! | 
I] r-ad my duty in thy word 
But in thy life the law appears, | 


Drawn out in living characters. 


Such vas thy truth and ſuch thy zeal, 
Such det'reace to thy Father's will, 


—— 
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26 JULY. 3 


HE maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on tis good, and F rain on tlie 
Juſt and on the unjuſt, MATT. v. 45. 


Many ſerious people are very ready to give alms to the pious part of their poor brethren, 
but are afraid of relieving a common beggar ; and it muſt be owned, that, as riches are a 
talent from Gop, they who have them muſt be diſcreet in the diſtribution of them; the 
religious poor have the beſt claim, but others ought not to be entirely overlocked; as is 
plain from the conduct of Gop himſelf, for © He maketh his ſun, &c, It may be ſaid, 
they will make an ill uſe of your bounty; but what then? is not this the very method of 
Wine goodneſs? Is not this the very goodneſs that is recommended to us in ſcripture, 
by the imitating of which, we may be © the children of our Father which is in heaven, 
* who ſendeth rain en the juſt and unjuſt? Shall I withhold a little money or food 
fam my fellow creature, for fear he ſhould not be good enough to receive it of me? Do 
T beg of Cop to deal with me, not according to my merit, but according to his own great 
ppodneſs ; and ſhall I be ſo abſurd, as to withhold my charity from a pocr fellow. creature, 
becauſe he may perhaps not deſerve it ? Shall I uſe a meaſure towards him, which I pray 
Cop never to uſe towards me? Lazarus was a common beggar, and yet he was the c.re 
of i gels and carried into Abraham's boſom, * I was a-STRANGER, and ye took me 

*in,” faith our bleſſed Saviour; but who can perform this duty, that will not relieve 
prin that are unknown to them? *© As we have therefore opportunity, let us do 
"good unto all men, eſpecially unto them who are of the houſhold of faith.“ 


27 Jurx. 4 


H OUG H I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I fe 

evil, for thou art with me, thy rod and thy ſtaff comfort me, Psaln xxiũ. 
See alſo ExOb. xiv. of the deliverance of the Iſraelites, and the & 
ſtruction of the Egyptians in the Red ſea. „„ 


: ** 
ꝓ— 


To rejoice in the light is certainly moſt agreeable, but not always b 


profitable to every one, as ſometimes to walk in the dark, nay, in tht 
valley of the ſhadow of death, In this condition ſome-are more hut- 
ble and cautious than the former, and the preciouſneſs of the glimpls 
of grace is more valued, . O Lon p, I will now willingly rely up 
thy bare word, even when deprived of ſenſible comforts ; grant oh 
that in death I may be refreſhed by the light of thy countenance, 
Amen. Yes, thou haſt promiſed & that the 3 ſhall have hope 
« in his death,” Prov. xiv.'32. * 


Death cannot make our ſouls afriid, | My fleſh itſelf ſhall long to drop, 
It Gop be with us there; And pray for the command, 


We may walk thro' our daikeft ſhade, | 3 a 
And never yield to fear, w hos hens on 3 S arms, 


My I but climb to Piſgab's top, | And loſe my life among the chu | 
And view the promis'd land, Of ſo divine a death. 


28 JuLy. (- 209-3 


EAR, ye children, the inſtruction of a father: and attend to know un- 
derſtanding. Me ſpeak that we do know, and teſtify that we have ſeen. 
Beloved, believe not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits whether they are of Gop, 


PROV. iv. 1. Joux iii. 11. 1 JoꝝN iv. 1. 


RrAbERx, whoever thou art, that comeſt to this book for inſtruction and edification, 
let the following monitions, the reſult of long experience 'and obſervation, be acceptable 
unto thee ; they are deſigned for thy ſpiritual good, will warn thee againſt errors, and if 
complied with, give thee a true reliſh of goſpel peace, and redeeming love. Let © the 
* life thou now liveſt in the fleſh be by faith in the Son of Gop,”* Labour after a con- 
ſtant ſoul- reviving fellowſhip with the Father and the Son, through the holy Spirit. 
Watch over thy paſſions, conduct, and converſation, ſo as that the Spirit of the Logp be 
not grieved, nor his comfortable influences withdrawn from thy ſoul. Be ready to every 
good work. as thou haſt ability and opportunity; and take ſpecial care that thy good be 
nt evil ſpoken of through the manner of thy performing it. Let no external ſervices 
whatever, either reſpeRing thyſelf or others, ſuperſ:de a conſtant watchfulneſs over the 
inward motions of thine own heart, Let the written word of Gop be thine invariable 
rule both in principle and practice. Feelings, impulſes, and fancies are apt to miſguide, 
and give a poor worm a l6fty idea of his own conſequence, Whatever perſuaſion ad- 
ranceth not the Redeemer's honour, and tendeth not to magnify his grace, work, and 
ſalvation, be ſure cometh not of him that calleth us. Be very earneft after meekneſs, 

llity, patience, ſelf.denial, inward holineſs, and all other graces of the Spirit; their 
arty their own evidence that they are wrought of God ; and in their bleſſed effects will 
remain with thee for evermore, 85 
„ My fon, if thine heart be wiſe and experienced in theſe things, my heart ſha!! rejoice, 
even mine.“ P 


29 JuLy. BY | 


OPEN thou mine eyes, that I may fee wonderful things out of th 2 
Psa Lx cxix. 18. Liglien mine eyes, left I fh the flap of 
Ps Lu xiii. g. For with thee is the fountain of life, in thy light fhall ur f 
light, PSALM xxxvi. g.—Divine anſwer ; I am come a liglit into the uni 
that whoſoever belieues in me ſhould not abide in darkneſs, Joux xii. 46. Tit 
Lox o opens the eyes of the blind, Ps Lu cxlvi. 8, 


Man y imagine, that their eyes are opened, and that they have clen 
notions of religion in their heads; but they ſee juſt like Eve afteret- 
ing the forbidden fruit; their hearts being corrupted and deſtityte gf 
ſunplicity, a molt eſſential part of a chriſtian, For he that does ng 
underſtand the word of Gop by the light of the holy Spirit, th 
prayer and faith, but only by his natural realan, is certainly blind ſi 
Rev. iii. 17. and one deviliſh and plauſible temptation to error and 
fin, is enough to break the ſtrongeſt chain af demonſtration, for it i 
only “ faith that gets the victory, 1 Jonx v. 4. 


The fouls enlight'ned from above | But unbelief pro the ame 
Wich jay receive the M,; | To guilt, deſp-is and death. 
They ſeg what wikdom, pow's and love | Ti Gov diffuſe his graces down 
Shines in their dying Logo. Lilce e in of heav'aly rain . 
The vital ſavour of his name + 1 Ia vain Agollas fows the ground, 9 


Reſtores their ſainting breath; q And Paul may plant in vain, 
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30 JULY. 1 


IIIA OUT me ye can do nothing ; therefore, abide in me, Join 


xv. 4, 5+ 


I cax. no more do without thee, O my dear Saviour, than the 


branch can without the vine! Keep me therefore always in thee, elſe 


Iſhall have recourſe to my own fancied ſtock of grace, though I have 
been a thouſand times convinced of my inſufficiency. May I never 
be left in the leaſt thing to my own ſtrength, but be directed, aſuſted 


nud bleſſed by thee in all my doings. For as far as I truſt to myſelf, 


{am diſtruſtful of thee, and conſequently weak; and, on the other 
hand, the more I diſtruſt myſelf, the more I truſt to thee, and ſhall 
de ſtrengthened and bleſſed, 


Fon of God, thy bleſſing grant; | Unfoftain'd by thee, I fall; 

Still ſupply my ev'ry want; Send the ſtrength for which I call; 
Tree of life, thine infl'ence ſhed, Wezker than a bruiſed reed, 
Wib thy ſap my ſpirit fees, Help I ev'ry moment need. 
Tend' reſt branch, alas! am I; | All my hopes on thee depend ; 
Wither without thee, and die; Love me, fave me to the end; 
Weak as helpleſs infancy ;. Give me thy continuing grace; 

O confirm my foul in hee! Take the everlaſting praiſe, 


P 3 


31 JU r. 2 

0 FFER unto Gop thankſgiving, and pay thy vows unto the moſt li 
and call upon me in the day of trouble. I will deliver thee, and thou fu 
gloriſy me. Whoyo offers praiſe, glorifies me and to him that ordereth his 


verſation aright, will I ſhew the ſalvation of Gov, Ps LM l. 14, 15, 2 
See alſo ISAI. xxv. 9. 


Nor nix moves Gon more to hear us, than the gloriſying him) 
faith with thankſgiving, and the keeping up a filial confidence in hin 
as our reconciled Father in Cuzisrt, and nothing quickeneth us n 
in faith, than theſe ſureſt proofs of the hearing of our prayers. Thi 
Gop will certainly hear and deliver us, ſince all his ways are onl 


defigned to ſtrengthen us in faith, and to ſave our ſouls. What neu 
we then to be afraid in times of trouble? ought we not rather to dra 
near to Gop in prayer and thankſgiving, and glorify him even betor 
hand ; confidently believing, that we ſhall certainly meet with ne 
deliverances and quickenings of faith? ö 


To what a ſtubborn frame | 
Has fin reduc'd our mind ! 

What ſtrange ungrateful wretches we? 
And Gop as ſtrangely kind. | 


Turn, turn vs, mighty Gor, 
And mould our fouls afrcih ; 


Break, ſovereign grace, theſe hearts of kt, 
| And give us hearts of fleſh, | 


Let old ingratitude 

Provoke our weeping eyes, 
And hourly as new mercies fall, 

| Let hourly thanks ariſe, 


Aus. ( 213) 


KA ye to the righteous, that it ſhall be well with them, for they ſhall eat 
the fruit of their doings, IsA1. iii. 10. Therefore mark the perfett man, 
ond behold the upright : for the end of that man is peace, PSALM xxxvii. 37. 


Mary are for having that firſt which is not to be expected till the 


end; they would be glad of the triumph, but will not fight ; the wait- 


ing for the Lo RD ſcems to them too long: But for the moſt glorious 
_ we mult often wait the longeſt. Jacob was obliged to wait 
onger than Eſau, though he had greater promiſes than he : and how 
long was it before the promiſe of CHRIST, the greateſt of all, was ac- 
compliſhed ? It ought therefore well to be obſerved, that it is {aid at 
laſt, * It ſhall be well with the righteous, and the end of the upright 
4 is peace ;” when his faith, love and patience are tried enough in 
the furnace of afliftions, then the acceptable year ſhall come, and the 
bleſſed days ofqoy will appear, | 


As ſparks breaks out of burning coals, | He rules me by his well-known laws 
And ſtill are upwards borne Of love and righteouſneſs, 


o grief is rooted in our ſouls, | | Not all the pains that e'er I bore 
And man grows up to mourn, | Shall ſpoil my future peace, 
Yet with my Gop I leave my cauſe, | For death and hell can do no more 
And traſt his promis'd grace; Than what my Father pleaſes 


P 3 


Ene me, O Lonxn, and prove me; try ny reins und my heart, Peuii L 
Kxxvi. 2. Search me, O God, and know my heart, andl ſee if there be an 
wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlaſting, PSALM TxXxxiX. 29, 24, 


Woulp David, the man after Gop's own heart, not truſt himſelf, I 285 
but preſent his heart to the Lox to be tried; much leſs can or ought E 
we to truſt our hearts: For he that truſts in his heart,” ſays the vie | vil 
man, „is a fool,” Prov. xxviii. 26. We have more reaſon to be | *® 
afraid of our own hearts, than of all other enemies. Nor can alway - 
the time of the aperations of God exactly be accounted for: ſome- ” 
times it is hard to determine it in ourſelves, much more in reſpe@ to | ig 
others. This is aſſuming the office of the ſearcher of hearts, cen{uring | ©-0 
the holy Spirit, and modelling every thing to one manner of working 0 
By experience we find, it is not with one as with another. Som | {, 
may be worked upon in quite a different manner from, what we have | br 
been; and ſuch are perhaps the changes even in one hour, that the | mo 
end may ſeem to be no more than the beginning, though all goes re. = 
gular in the ſight of Gop. This ſhould check our judgment of other, I, '” 
and make us cautious in adviſing and directing them in matters which 5 
concern their fouls, ' | 


Lon p, ſearch my ſoul, try ev'ry thought; ] Of walking in a falſe diſguiſe, 
Though my own hetrt accuſe me not I beg the trial of thine eyes, 


2 


reer 


z Aus. (2831 


' 


LN D, all my deſire is before thee. Starch me, O Gov, and know my 
heart ; try me, and know my thoughts, and fee if there be any wicked way 
in ne, and lead me in the way everlaſiing, PSALM xxxviii. 9. and cxxxix. 
23, 24. | 
ExcouxAGED by thy bleſſed word of promiſe, O Lon p, that before men call, thou 
vilt anſwer, and whilſt they are yet ſpeaking, thou wilt hear, Is A1. Ixv. 24. I now draw 
nigh to thee, and preſent my ſupplication before thee, Teach me by thy word and 
Spirit, the things of my everlaſting peace; let my ſoul be caſt in the mold of the goſ- 
pel, and let me be obedient to thy will in all things. Manifeſt thyſelf unto me, as thou 
dſt not to the world; ſhew me my inward corruptions, and let me ſee into the depth of 
miquity-that is in my heart; grant me that “ fear of the Lon p, which is the beginning 
* of wiſdom ; incline my heart unto thy teſtimonies ; lead me into all truth;“ help me 
to learn, that“ he that believeth will not make baſte; reſtrain the impetuoſity of my 
natural temper, that I may do all things deliberately, as becometh one that feareth alway, 
that is ever looking unto thee for guidance and direction. Lord preſerve me calm in my 
hint, gentle in my commande, and watchful that I ſpeak not unadviſedly with my lips; 
moderate in my purpoſes, yielding in my temper, where the honour of my Gop is not 
immediately concerned; and ever ſtedfaſt where needful. Loxp, grant me thy protec- 
tion, and may thy bleſſing be upon me, that I bring not an evil report upon that good 
land I have been permitted to ſpy out; and approve myſelf ever mindful that thoſe that 
bonour thee, thou wilt honour, Amen. 


Be with me, Lon d, where*er I go, Suggeſt whate'er I think or ſay, 
Learn me what thou woud'ſt have me do; | Direct me in the narrow way, 
P $ 
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4 Aus. 1 


TRI E to enter in at the frait gate, Luxx xiii. 24. Work out jm 
ſalvation with fear and trembling, Pu iL. ii. 12. Forgelling thoſe thing 
that are behind, I reach forth unto thoſe things which are before, PIT. iii. 1, 


HE that ſeeds only upon ChRIST, and yet with fear and tremblin 
works out his ſalvation, is in the right way; the former preventi 
diſcouragement, and the latter preſumption. Grant, O Loxv, that! 
may ſtill continue to fight the good fight of faith, and never look back 
on the ſleſh- pots of Egypt; and © rather chooſe to ſuffer affliction with 
* the people of Goo, than to enjoy the pleaſures of {in for a ſeaſon. 
May nothing but the painful death which thou ſufferedſt for me, hart 
always a place in my heart; that thereby all unbelief and laviſh fem 
may be deſtroyed on one hand, and all ſecurity on the other; ſo a 
to walk at all times and in all places with holy and filial reverency, 
as in thy preſence, Amen. 


So new-bern babes deſire the breaſt, Immortal principles forbid 
To feed, and grow and thrive ; The ſons of Gop to fin, 
So ſaints with joy the goſpel taſte, | 
And by the goſpel live, Not by the terrors of a ſlave 
Do they perform: his will ; 
Grace, like an uncorrupted ſeed, But with the nobleſt powers they have 


Abides and reigns within His ſweet commands fulfil, 


5 Aus. 6 


REATE in me a clean heart, O Gov, and renew a right ſpirit within 
me, PSALM li. 10. See Gop's anſwer, EZ Ek. xi. 19, 20. 


A clolous promiſe! but you may rely upon it, O my ſoul, and 
plead it in thy prayer, for it will certainly be accompliſhed. © And 
* bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall fee Gop,” Marr. v. 8. 
In regard to juſtification, we are perfectly clean by CHRIST's atone- 
ment: but in regard to ſanRification, our hearts are not perfectly clean 
yet, but we have ſtill need to pray, Create in me a clean heart.” 
Amen, O Loxp! may thy blood and ſpirit cleanſe and ſanftify me 
thoroughly from all my fins, Amen. 


Bleſs'd with the joys of innocence | Great Goy! renew our ruin'd frame, 
Adam our father ſtood, Our broken pow'rs reſtore ; 
Till he debas'd his ſoul to ſenſe, | Inſpire us with a heav'nly flame, 
And eat th* unlawful food. | And fleſh ſhall reign no more, 
Now we are born a ſenſual race, | Eternal Spirit ! write thy law 
To finful joys inclin'd; Upon our inward parts; 
Reaſon. has loſt its native place, And let the ſecond Adam draw 
And fleſh enſlav'd the mind. | His image on our hearts. 


6 Aus. 31 
AND Enoch walked with Gp. GEN. v. 24. 


Har they, who in their early days are turned from fin, then. 
ſelves, and the world, by repentance towards Gop, and faith in the 
promiſed feed ; as Enoch was, who from the time of his converſion 
walked with Gov in a continued progreſs in his work and ways. To 
** walk with Gop,” implies, an avowed diſſent from a ſinful generation, 
coming out from among them, and cleaving to the Lox ; as Noah, and 
Caleb; and this Gop requires of all, 2 Cox. vi. 17.—A realizing the 
divine preſence, and fearing God always; as Joſeph, Nehemiah, and 
David did; thereby avoiding every thing that would offend him, or 
hide the light of his countenance := openly profeſſing an attachment i 
him and his ſervice, as the higheſt honour, and beſt intereſt, —lt implis 
alſo, an holy intimacy and communion with Gov, which is kept up by 
conſtant meditation, prayer and praiſe ; hearkening to the voice of hy 
word and Spirit, and walking humbly before him; hereby holineß h 
promoted and encouraged in the ſoul. Thus © Enoch walked with 
Gop;“ thus he maintained a holy confidence in him, committing al 
his ways te him, always expecting help from him, and rejoicing it 
the hopes of being with him for ever. 

For theſe happy ends the grace of Gov is ſofficient for all that fee their want 


and if 
it. The Lox» help us to Teek St, that, like Enoch, we may walk with Gor here bv 
low, and live with Him for ever in glory. Amen. 


Aus. 1 i 


VEE that ye walk circumſpectiy, not as fools, but as wife. Be ye therefore 
j not unwiſe, but underſtanding what the will of the Len p is, Evi, v. 15, 
17. That ye may approve things that are excellent, that ye may be ſencere and 
without offence, PHIL. i. 10. See alfo LukE x11. 36. 


ES &% T 


BeLitvers have nothing more at heart han the will of God; 
being once convinced of that, they immediately ſet about it at all 
hazards ; but ſometimes they cannot come to a thorough true know- 
ledge of the ſame without great conflicts and patience, Hes. x. gb. 
Tor the fleſh is oftentimes exceeding cunning and froward, often call- 
ng out, But howſoever let me run, 2 San. xviii, 23. But the 
Lond will nevertheleſs carry them through. Yes, Loxp! this thou 
haſt done innumerable times. O that I might truſt thee alſo for the 
ume to come, and not be ſo weak in faith any more. 


S = ©. K 
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The mind and will renew'd; Leſt they deſtroy our ſouls, 


Paſſion ſuppreſs'd and patience try d, Lorn! can & feeble, helpleſs worm, 
And vain defires ſubdu'd. Fulfil a taſk fo hard ? 


Fleſh is a dang” rous foe to grace, Thy grace muſt all my works perform, 
Where it -prevails and rutes ; And give the free reward, 


Beloved ſelf muſt be deny'd, | Fleſh muſt be humbled, pride abas's, 


** 


8 Aus. 6 


7 ye be reßroached for the name f CuRIST, happy are ye ; for the Spirit 


glory and of Gop reſteth upon you, 1 Pe T. iv. 14, 19. Rejoice ye in thi 
day, and leu for joy, for, behold your reward is great in heaven, LUKE vi. 21, 
| Whofoever fhall confeſs me. before men, ham will I confeſs before my Father un 
2s in heaven ; but whoſoever ſhall deny me, &c. Marr. x. 32, gg. 


Inwarn ſufferings are greater afflictions than thoſe outward pere. 
cutions, which chriſtians bring not upon themſelves by giving unne- 
cellary offence, by ſelf. will, imprudent and unreaſonable behaviour, 
ſoaring beyond the limits of the written word of God : but neither d 
they-ſhun it, being willing to ſuffer every thing after the will of Gon, 
rather than to hurt the cauſe of Gov in the leaſt, and depart a hairs 
breadth from his expreſs will, out of complaiſance to the world, 
They openly confeſs Cyr 1sT their LoD, and do not mind to be called 
fools by the wicked, as they are perſuaded that at laſt they will call 
themſelves by that name; therefore they care not for the approbation 


and praiſe of the world, but count it a great honour to bear the r. 
proaches of CuRisr. . 


Bleſs'd are the ſuff reis who partake 
Of pain and ſhame for Is us' ſake; 

Their ſou!s ſhall triumph in the Lox, 
Glory and joy are their reward, 


The Lamb ſhall lead his heav'nly flock 
Where living fountains riſe, 
And love divine ſhall-wipe away 
The ſorrows of their eyes, 


— — 1 — _ - 


g AUG. L | 3 
7⁴ K E heed to your ſhirit, Mx Ai. 13. The feart is deceitful above 
all things and deſberately wicked, who can know i, ? IE R. xvil. . 


Even believers feel this wickedneſs of their hearts, Ps ALM xxx. 
558. For the heart has many ſecret ways and private loop-holes, 
that is, finful luſts can hide themſelves ſo well, that they ſeem to be 
quite overcome: but upon occaſion, eſpecially when we are careleſs, 
they ſpring up again, though ſometimes under other, and perhaps 
quite ſpiritual names. Therefore we ought always to be jealous of 
ourſelves, For the fleſh is never more fleſhly and dangerous, than 
when it has the moſt ſpiritual appearance, and covers its luſts with 
tae holineſs and ſpirituality of angels. 


Sin has a thouſand treach'rous arts She pleads for all the joys ſhe bringe, 
To practiſe on the mind; And gives a fair pretence; 

With flatt'ring looks ſhe temptsour hearts, But cheats the ſou] of heav'nly things, 
But leaves a ſting behind. And chains it down to ſenſe, 

With names of virtue the deceiyes | So on a tree divinely fair 
The aged and the young Crew the ſorbidden food 
ad while the heedleſs wretch belle yer, Our mother took the poiſon there, 


She mekes his fetters ſtrong, ! And 1aucd all her blood. 


10 AUG. 1 
0 Send out thy. light and thy truth, let them lead me, let them bring m my 


thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles, PSALM xliii. 9.-Divink answer; 


The path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, that ſhineth more and more unto th 
perfeft day, Prov. iv. 18. 


Tux wiſer we are in our own conceits, the more negligent are we 
in prayer, and more deſtitute of true wiſdom and faith. “ For the 
% Lord gives fight only to the blind, and to the babes,” who pray for 
it. Therefore the deepeſt humblings go before the greateſt _—_ 
O my bleſſed Saviour! ſince I am always blind and ignorant of my 
ſelf, if I am not guided by thine eyes; I defire always to look up i 
thec, and do every thing under thy direRion. 


Prevent me, left I harbour pride, | 
Leſt. I in my own ſtrength conſide; 

Shew me my weakneſs ; let me fee 

I have my pow'r,, my all from thee, 


Enrich mealway with thy love ; 
My kind protector ever prove z 
Thy Ggnet put upon my brea(, 
And let thy Spirit on me reſt, 


Aſſiſt and teach me how to pray ; 
Incline my nature to obey ; 

What thou abhorr'ſt, that let me fler, 
And only love what pleaſes thee, 

O may I never do my will, 

But thine, and only thine fulfil; 

Let all my time, and all my wait 
Be. {pent, and ended to thy. praiſe, 


N A. 6 
BY grace ye are faved, Eenes. ii. 5. 


To rely on grace, and deſire to be iaved only by free grace, is a 
ſweet exerciſe ; but ſo far from being practiſed enough, that we have 
all need to learn the prayer of the publican better ſtill, ſince the Phari- 
ke is ever buſy to creep in again. But care mult be taken, that we do 
net build our faith only upon the ſweet enjoyments of the grace of Gop 
in gur hearts, but alſo upan the grace in the heart of Gos, as it is re- 
covered by C112 15T and promiſed to us through CHRIST. For which 
lon Gon ſometimes denies us ſenſible enjoyments, that true faith 
may begin to att like itſelf, and depend upon nothing but his free grace 
in CugisT, And this we have alla boldnels to do, ſhould we even ſeem 
to fall ſhort of the due meaſure of faith, godly forrow and repentance. 
for fince there is no merit to be placed in theſe things, there is no cer- 
lain meaſure and degree preſcribed to all, but it is enough truly to bate 
ln, to deſire grace, and ſincerely to enter upon the chriſtian race. 


'Tis not by works of righteauſneſe, *Tis by the water and the blood 
Which gur own hands have done; Our fouls are waſh'd from fin. 


But we gre ſav'd by ſou'zeign grace, . a 
5 22 5 Rais'd from the dead, we live ane w; 
Adounding thro his Son. And juſtify d by grace, , 


'Tis from the mercy of our Gop We. ſhall appear in glory too, 
That ail aur hopes begin; And fee our Father's ice. 


12 AUG, 
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759 SO EVER commutteth fin, tranſgreſſeth alſo the law ; for finis th 
| tranſgreſſon of the law ; and ye know that he was manifeſted to take au 
our fins, 1 JOHN iii. 43, 5 


THERE 1s a far greater power in the blood of CuRIst to fave and 
cleanſe, than in fin to defile and deſtroy, Rox. viii. g. The law be- 
came weak to do good, but it hath power to condemn; * The ſtrength 
of fin is the law ;” the law gives ſtrength to ſin, becauſe, by virtue of 
the curſe of the law, fin reigns, and defiles the fouls of men, through 
that righteous curſe; © The ſoul that fins ſhall die.” But the blood 
of Jesuvs Cnr1sT hath greater power to ſave, than fin, together with 
the law, hath to condemn : for the blood of CnRIST takes away and 
aboliſheth it utterly ; where this blood is applied, and brought home, 
fin itſelf cannot ruin that ſoul, The ſoul is poiſoned, and corrupted 
by fin ; but the blood of CuRIST takes away that poiſon, and makes 
the ſoul pure and holy, as if it had never ſinned. Therefore as 
thoſe diſcouragements, I ſhall! never get power againſt theſe cor 
ruptions, they will be my ruin; theſe are 1 reflectings on Jr 
Cunisr, as if fin were ſtronger than He; as if thy fin were mon 
powerful to damn thee, than Cur1sT is to fave thee, * 


Iz Aus. 8 


BE ye not as the horſe or as the mule, which have no underſtanding + whoſe 
mouth muſt be held in with bit and bridle, leſt they come near unto thee, 
Palm xxxii 9. Therefore, if ye call on the Father, who without reſpeft of 


terſous judget / i according to every man's work, paſs the time of your ſojourning 
hore in fear, 1 PET. i. 17. 


OwrercntD man! doſt thou really believe that Gop is the judge 
of all things, even what is privately done, the ſecrets of the heart not 
excepted ; how canſt thou meet thy Judge in this thy ſecurity of hy 
crily, without a true change of the heart? Doſt thou think that there 
is ſuch a thing as diſſembling, excuſing, or eſcaping then, as there is 
now ? By no means! O begin therefore in time to conſider it well, 
How wilt thou appear before that awful, holy and impartial judgment- 


feat? What canſt thou anſu er for thyſelf! and what muſt · then be- 
come of thee ? 


0 God, mine inmoſt ſoul convert? | Be this my one great bus*neſs here, 

And deeply on my thoughttul heart With ſerious induſtry and fear 
Eternal things impreſs ; | My future bliſs t' enſure, 

Give me to feel their ſolemn weight, | Thine utmoſt counſel to fulfil, 

And tremble on the brink of fate, And ſuffer all thy righteous will, 
And wake to righteouſheſs, | And to the end endure, 


Q 


14 Aus. E 


E ſtrong and of a good conrage, I will be with thee, I will not fail tie, ur. 


forſake thee. Only be thou ſtrong and very courageous ! O ſweet con. 
mandment ! Be not afraid, neither be thou diſmayed ; for the Lox p thy Go 
ts will thee whitherſoever thou goeſt. O glorious promiſe ! Josnuæ i, 5,h, 
9 MNay, I have called thee by thy name: I have ſurnamed thee, though tis 
haſt not known me, 1SAl. xlv. 4. 


Gop requires nothing but faith, which animates to do great thing 
makes chearful, ſtrong and eaſy in difficulties, Therefore have thou 
always the higheſt confidence in Gop, and fear nothing; for he is with 
thee in all things. He that has but this ene care and fear, not to di 
pleaſe him, need not care for or fear any thing elſe. His ſafety is inſure 
in the promiſe of Gop, who will keep him harmleſs in all things. 


Awake, our ſouls, (away our fears, But they forget the mighty God, 
Let ev'ry trembling thought be gone) That feeds the ſtrength of ey'ry faint, 
Awake and run the heav'nly race, | 


And put a chearful courage on, From Him, the overflowing ſpring, 


Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſupply; 


True, *tis a ftrait and thorny road, | While ſuch as truſt their native ſreag) 
Shall melt away, and droop, and dit, 


And mortal ſpirits tire and faint 


or } 
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BEHO 1 LD the Laws of Gor, who takes away the fins of the world | 

Jonx i. 29. Theſe are they who came out of great tribulation, and have 
waſhed their robes, and made them whate in the blood of the Lamb, Therefore 
ore they before the throne of Gop, and ſerve him day and night in his temple, 
Rev, vii. 14, 15. 


Ht that waſhes himſelf continually in the blood of CHRIST, does not 
make light of ſin, but deteſts it above all things; for what can be more 
abominable than fin, ſince it cannot be taken away but by the blood 
of the Son of Goo? This humbles and makes us ſerious ; and with- 
out this, it is not right with our ſouls, To ſpeak continually of the 
blood of the Lamb, and yet be puffed up, boaſt, and trifle with fin, 


cannot agree together, 


Now will I hate thoſe luſts of mine | Nor will I ſpare the guilty things 
That crucify'd my Gop, That made my Saviour bleed. 
* * you they piers d 2 nail'd his fleſn] yyhilſt with a melting, broken heart, 
nn 0 te | My murder'd Lord I view, 
Yes, my Redeemer, they ſhall die, | I'll raiſe revenge againſt my fins, 
My heart has ſo decreed 3 And ſlay the murd'ters too, 
Q 2 


16 AUG. 


12 


PE RILY I fay unto you, they have therr reward, Narr. vi. 3, Hm 

forth there is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lond 
the righteous Fudge, ſhall give me at that day; and not to me only, but untod 
them alſo that love his appearing, 2 LI. iv. 8, 


For this crown, faith ſtrives. And becauſe this faith juſtifies i 
makes the world ſay, Well, I alſo believe: But where is their conſit 
and conqueſt ? It is anſwered; I rely on CHN and grace. But G 
naan was alſo a free gift of grace, and yet it was not taken without c 
flicts. And moreover, as worldly people are not acquainted with the 
wickedneſs of their hearts, they do not truſt alone upon grace, hu 
upon their outward form; ſelf love and pride reigning in their heart 


Walk in the light of your own fire, 


No works nor duties of your.own | a > ten Cid * 
njoy the ſpatks that ye defire. 


Can for the ſmalleſt fin atone : 
The robes that nature may provide 
Will not your leaſt pollutions hide. This is your portion at my hands, 
Hell waits you with her iron bands; 
You ſhall lie down in ſorrow there, 


In death, in darkoeis and deſpau. 


Ye ſongs of pride, that kindle coals 
With your own hands to warm your ſouls, 
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L ET us run uit patience the race that is fet before us, HEB. xii. 1. 


Ir ſeems a contradiction to run with patience z for running is active, and patience 

naive; and therefore one is diſtin from the other, if not oppoſite ; but he that runs, 

aud wants patience, will never get to the end of his race: For in the race of God's com- 

mandmen's, men have foul play ; one comes and rails on kim fer his zeal, for ru:<ing fo 

| fat, when he thinks bimſeli too flow ;z another gives him a blow, and ſtrikes him down, 

|] and up he gets, and tuns again. Every man will make room, and give way to him that 1s - 
6] inarace here, while he that runs the heaventy race, may expect, and will find many ſtand 

i lus way, and ſtop him all they can, ſo that he will have great need of patieace z without 

it every thing wil! off. nd him. What is a wife man, a zealous man without patience? He 

wil bear nothing, ſuffer nothing, and can do no great good. David had many enemica, 

that ſpake miſchievous things aga nſt him, and laid ſnares for his life; but he was s 

* adezf man that heard nut, and as a dumb man that openeth not his mouth.“ Saul f 
was twiee in his power, yet he would not avenge himſelf of him: he wanted neither | 
wurage nor wiſdom 3 he had a fiirring ſpirit, a working head, was ſenſible of wrong +, 
krew himſelt innocent, his adverſaries malicious; his thoughts muſt needs be troubles, 
ud yet he js his own man under all; he committed his cauſe to Gop, his patience was 
in excteilc, and he waited Gop's time of Celiverance, CHRIS T's active and paſſive obe- 
Giznce mace him a complete Mediator; may thy active and paſlive graces, reader, make 
lee a complete chriſtiar,! 


. - 


3 


Awake our ſouls (away our fears From Caz1tT, the overflowing ſpring, * | 
Let ev'ty trembling thought be gone) Our ſouls ſhall drink a freſh ſupply ; 

Awake and run the heav'nly race, While tuch as truſt their native ſtrength | 
And put a chearfel courage on, Shall melt away, and droop and die. | 


Q 3 
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HO M Gop hath ſet forth to be a propitiation, (or a propitiato 


10 A 


0 
through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the — N of 


fins that are paſt, through the forbearance of Gop, Rom. 111. 25. 

God hath ſet forth the propitiation ; from all eternity he propoſed Cyr 1sT to be the 
propitiatory ; the ſpring of all is from the Father, who is love: he propoſed, revealed, and 
made CuR IST known to Adam, to Abraham, to the prophets ; he propoſed the propitis 
tory as an object of faith in all the ſacrifices, that were types of Cyrx1sT ; this propitiator 
is clearly and fully ſet forth in the goſpel-diſpenſation. In this plan the righteouſneſs ard 
Juſtice ot Gop is declared, while he vindicates the honour of his perfections and laws 
and maintains the authority of his government by puniſhing the offences of rebel: ſubſech 
in the ſufferings of the Surety, who was made fin, an offering for fin, that we might 
be made the righteouſneſs of Gon in him,” 

Whither ſhall I, a poor ſinner, conſcious of guilt, and apprehenſive of wrath, fly for te 
fuge ? Where ſhall I find it? Where but under the covert of atoning blood! While other 
have recourſe to refuges of lies, and wou'd eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own, © in the 
* Lord my righteouſn:(s I find reſt and ſafety ; having fled for refuge to lay hold on the 
hope ſet before me; in CyrIsT my hope, I ſhall have ſtrong conſolation,” Dos 

EHOVAH, from this mercy-ſeat offer pardon to me, a rebel-ſinner? Do 1 hear his ve 
* beſceching me to be reconciled to him through Cux is r my propitiatory and peace?” 
Shall I not hear this voice of mercy, and live, and joy in Gop through CHRIS TT, by whom 
Ireceive the atonement ! Will Gop commune with me from this mercy-ſcat, and bleſsme 
with the manifeſtations of his love! O delightful interview, when moſt alone, retired fromthe 
world, but leaſt alone when with my Goo! O the inexpreſſible pleaſure of ſecret &- 
votion, of © a life hid with CuR IST in Go!“ If the contemplation of divine love ber 
below 1s ſo raviſhing, O what ſhall I experience above!“ My God, guide me hete 
& thy counſels, and afterwards receive me to glory.“ 
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** man can ſerve two maſters, for either he will hats the one, aud love the | 
FR” other ; or elſe he will hold to the one, and deſpiſe the other, Ye cannot ferve | 
Gov and Mammon, Marr. vi. 24. 


Dorn Satan tempt thee, either by pleaſures, dignities, or profits ? 
0 my foul} ſtand upon thy guard, gird on thy ſtrength with ſuch 
thoughts as theſe ; What can the world profit me, if the cares of it 
\ | choakme? How can pleaſures comfort me, if their ſting poiſon me! 
Or what advancement is this, to be triumphing in honour before the 
lace of men here, and to be trembling with confuſion before the throne 
of Gop hereafter? What are the delights of the world, to the peace 
of my conſcience, or the joy that is in the Holy Guosr ? What are | 
the applauſes of men, to the crown prepared by GOD? Or what is 
the gain of the world, to the loſs of my foul? The vanity of the 
creature is far beneath the excellency of my ſoul ; and the things of 
time not worthy to be mentioned with the things of eternity. Two 
Maſters of ſuch oppolite principles as Gop od Mammon, I can- 
not ſerve; therefore, Satan, upon the moſt deliberate conſideration, 


Imuſt give thee and thy ſervice up, for thou biddelt me to my lols, 
Q 4 
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O Tafte and fee that the ou p is good, PS ALM xxxiv. 8, Irsus Cathy, 
the fame yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever, He B. xiii. 8, | 


THERE is an infinite fulneſs of all ſpiritual bleflings treaſured up in Cxr18T Ju! 
for all his people; and out of his fulneſs they du receive, even grace for greece, Int 
alas! we are ſlyw of heart to believe th truth; we pleaſe ourſelves wit*, (mall thing, 
and come fly forwzr.| to a daily growth out of that fulneſs. Young converts, uw» 
mou:ed with what they have in hand, or living upon their feelings, are ready to flee frog 
knowledge, as ſomething dangerous and deſtructive of holineſs; and mere profellors ax 
apt to deny and even deride thoſe p.ecicus feelings, as though the affections were men 
neutrals in the Chriftian religion, and that the whole conſiſted in having a crouded head, 
Come then, O my ſoul, diveſt thyſelf from che pride of party, and the ſtrife of tongue 
be thou an humble ſupplicant at the feet of Jesus, for a live coal from off the altar, tv 
purge away thine iniquity, and to warm thy affections; and likewiſe for the aids of tie 
holy Spirit, to lead thee into“ the knowledge of the only true Gop and Jesus CAIUf 
« whom he hah ſent.” Then ſhalt thou not only taſte but ſee, not only ſee but tuſt, 
both ſweetly taſte, and clearly ſee, that the Logp is good.“ 


O the rich depths of love divine 
Of bliſs a bouudleſs ſtore 

Dear Saviour, let me call thee mine, 
I cannot wiſh for mere, 


On thee alone my hope relies, 
Beneath thy croſs I fall; 

My Lon v, my life, my ſacrifice, 
My Saviour, and my all, 
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72 ſbeal the wiſdom of Gov in a myſtery, even the hidden wifdom, which 
Gon ordained before the world to our glory, 1 COR. ii. 7. 


Tur are ſome things declared in the goſpel, which are abſolutely 
us own, that are proper and peculiar unto it; fuch as have no toot- 
eps in the law, or in the light of nature, but are of a pure Revelation, 
ee to the goſpel. Of this nature are all things concerning the 

ve and will of Gop in Cur1st Jesus; the myſtery of his Incar- 
nation, of his Offices, and whole Mediation, of the diſpenſation of 
the Spirit, and our Participation thereof, and our Union with CAS 
thereby ; our Adoption, Juſtification, and effectual Sanctification 
thence proceeding: In a word, every thing that belongs unto the 
purchaſe and * application of ſaving grace, is of this fort. Theſe 
* are purely and properly evangelically, peculiar to the gol- 
pel alone. 

Hence the apoſtle Paul, unto whom the diſpenſation of it was com- 
mitted, puts that eminency upon them, that in compariſon) he re- 
blved to inſiſt on nothing elſe in his preaching, 1 Cor. ii. 2. And 
to that purpoſe doth he deſcribe his miniſtry, Eva. iii. 7-11. 

Reader, oblerve theſe two things, what Gov reveals in his word, 
let thy realon ſubmit unto : what he propeſes as objects, or matter of 
lath, beg of him to enable thee to believe. 
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B LESS ED be the God and Father of our Lord IE sus CurisT, who hdk 


bleſſed us with all, ſpiritual Ming, in heavenly things im Cnr1), 
EPHES. i. 3. 


Faom natural corſtitution we earneſtly expect preſent gratification, It is by no men 
ſufficient the:efore to explain to us our duty, or enforce it by future rewards and. punil 
ments. There muſt be pleaſures at hand, to counteraQ the ſolicitations of fin, and ou. 
bid, as it were, all that ſorcereſs can offer. The religion of Jesus is conſtituted in ta 
manner. —It brings the poſſe ſſion of the beſt happineſs here; a rich foretaſte in this lik 
of heavenly glory, Salvation cometh of the Lon p to the ſinner upon believing, juſt u. 
moſt ample cſtate bequeathed to a beggar in debt; at once it alters his whole condition 
pays all he owes, ſupplies all he wants, gives him rank, figure and authority, to wh 
before he was a perfect ſtranger, 

Such bleſſedneſs in the pardon of all my fins, in acceſs to Gop with confidence, it 
victory over my ſpiritual enemies, give me, O my Gov, to enjoy 


Thou only ſov'reign of my heart, 

My refuge, my almighty friend ; 

How can my ſoul from thee depart, 

On whom alone my hopes depend ? | 


Let earth's alluring joys combine; 
While 'Thou art near in vain they call; 
One ſmile, one bliſsful ſmile of thine, 
My deareſt Lox p, outweighs them all, 


Eternal life thy werds impart, 

On theſe my fainting ſpirit lives; 
Here ſweeter comforts chear my heart, 
Than all the round of nature gives. | 


Low at thy feet my ſoul wou'd lie, 
Here ſafety dwells, and peace divine; 

Still let me live beneath thine eye, 
For life, eternal life, is thine, 
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by PARE not, lengthen thy cords, and firengthen thy ſtakes. For thou ſhalt 
break forth on the riglit hand and on the left ; and thy feed ſhall inherit the 

Gentiles, and make the deſolate cities to be inliabited, IsA1. iv. 2, 9. 


How comfortable is it to the religious man to behold an increaſe 


where his ſoul has dwelt as among lions, and been © vexed from day 
* to day with the filthy converſation of the wicked?“ To ſee the 
banner of Cyur1sT ſet up there, and numbers flock unto it, as doves 
to their windows—to ſee the kingom of Satan weaken and contract, 
and the kingdom of Gop and his Cuxisr ſtrengthen and enlarge—to 
ke the hand of the Lorp protecting and providing for his people 


o 


-going before them, like the pillar and cloud, refreſhing them by day 


| and by night ;—This is indeed a feaſt of fat things. Lok D, grant that 


| may be thankful for what I have already ſeen, and may behold thy 
glory thus diſplayed more and more. And while thou lengtheneſt 


our cords, do thou help us to ſtrengthen our ſtakes; by holding faſt 
the form of ſound words, living as perſons profeſſing godlineſs, ſhew- 
ng that we are chriſtians indeed, by love to each other, and keeping 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Thus ſhalkour light ſhine 
defore men, and the light of thy goſpel break forth on the right hand 
and on the left, and make the deſolate cities to be inhabited. 


of the true worſhippers of Gop ! and more eſpecially in that place, 


24 AUG. a ; =D, 


Fa men, alſo ſtrive for maſteries, yet is he not crowned except he ſire lu 

fully, 2 I 14. ii 5. namely, in faith, by which we have the victog 
And as the enemies return again and again, and always become m 
cralty and more ſtrong, we muſt continually be in arms. Until nn, 
the kingdom. of heaven ſuſtereth violence, Marr. xi. 12, 


Ir thoſe cannot expect to be crowned, who ſtrive, but not lawfully 
what muft become of thoſe who do not ſtrive at all? O Low 
ſtrengthen me therefore to get the victory, for it greatly exalts th 

tory if the power of mine enemies is broke: and the leaſt degree d 
wry grace and ſtrength is able to overcome the greateſt power of f 
at latt, which is thy promiſe, and cannot fail of being 


latter is condemned to death, and actually dies more and more! 


nailed to the croſs of CHRIST. 


Stand up, my ſou), ſhake off thy fears, 

And gitd the goſpel armour on; 

March to the gates of eudleſs joys, 

W here thy great captain-Saviour's gone. 

What tho“ the priuce of darkneſs rage, 
And wake the fury of his ſpite ? 


| 


Eternal chains confine him down 


To fiery deeps, and endleſs night, 


What tho? thine inward lufts rebel; 


Tu but a ſtruggling gaſp for life; 
The weapons of victorious grace 
Shall Nay thy fins, and end the ſtrife, 
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0 ho then, it is not of ham that wiltelh, nor of him that runnein, hut of (500 
n“ that ſheweth mercy, Ro. ix. 16. Thou haſt a liltle ftrength, Ru v. iii. 8. 
ot But go in t/us thy miglit, &c. Surely I will be with thee, J uoss vi 14, 16. 
I 


A1tiTTLE ſtrongth is alſo the ſtrength of Goy through Crr1sT the ſecond Adam. 
nd conſequently ſtronger than the power of Satan and the firſt Adam, ſhould it foe eve? 
If b frong Nay, it is the death of the eld man already, and kills him by degrees mate and 
a0] wore; till at laſt, when we drop this body of fin it will deſtroy him entirely. Beſteren 
» ſuch a ſtate may think themſelves weaker than before they had any grace, not being 
155 now to put ſach a force upon themſelves as formerly. But it is to be remembered, 

that n and proud nature, defirous of being ſeen and taken notice of, ſometimes can 
0 lata grace in many outward things, and have a better appearance in the eyes of man : for 
dif tel chriſtians, not being willing to be worked upon by nature any longer, and yet having 
te bet little ſtrength, cannot put ſuch a conſtraint upon them ſelves rantinvaHly, bur they 
n be in this manner toſſed to and fro; which che Lorv wiſely permits for their good, 
| convince them the more of their own inſufficiency and nochingneſs. th t they may rely va 
the ſtrength of the Lox d. Therefore we muſt not give over praying and hoping in this caſe ; 
hut as it is only the mercy and power of CxatrsT, which preſerves and ſtrengthens the 
jor and feeble, we rathet ovght to be more earneſt in drawing neat to him with all but 
miſery, we>rineſs and nakedneſs. | 


— 


Mere morta} pow'r ſhall fade and die, But we that wait upon the Lon p, 
And youthful yigour ceaſe; Shall feel out ſtrength ucteate. 


26 AUG, [228 3 | | 
IF after they have eſcaped the pollutions c tie world, through the knowledgi 


the Lok D and Saviour Iss CHRIST, they are again intangled tiem 
and overcome, the latter end is worſe with them than the beginning, 2 PEr. ii. a 


Some not only deny ſtrong temptations, but even all inward el 
ſuggeſtions and ſtrivings againſt the ſame, eſpecially in experience 
chriſtians ; but it is quite the contrary : for beginners ſtrive genenlh 
more againſt the outward pollutions of the world, whilſt the ex 


rienced turn their force more againſt their inward ſpiritual 1n1quitis] 


Therefore take heed to your ſpirit, though your meaning be ever 


good, and your aſſurance ever ſo great. Be not high- nzinded, fa 
fear of falling. Beware of all fins; for the leaſt may unawares 2 
by degrees draw thee into many others, ſo as to be at laſt entanglev 
in ſuch a manner, that without great watchfulneſs it will be 1mpoſliby 
to be diſengaged, therefore be not deccived : flee all occaſions of fu 
'Say not within thyſelf, It is no matter; 1t concerns only outward thing 
which do not belong to the eſſence of chriſtianity : ſor ſuch outwal 
liberty is a ſure evidence of a falſe inward levity and lightneſs of mind 
And by conforming to the world, we give a good handle to the enen 
of ſouls to ruin us; and by ſad experience we ſhall be convincedl 
time, that our latter end is worſe than the beginning. 

O for a perſevering pow'r 


We would defile our hearts no more, 
To kcep thy juſt commands 


No more pollute our hangs, 


— — — — — — — — — — 
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| [ F ut be poſſuole, as much as lies in you, hive peaceably with all men, Rox. 
® X11, 18, 


TuzRE is much conteſt in the world about mem and tuum, that is 
nine and thine; but believers taking Cur1sT for their only property, 
whom nobody can take from them, have, in him alone, immenſe trca- 
fures, and laſting peace. And ſince wrath and anger turn into nothing 
but diſquietneſs, and are puniſhed by themſelves, why doſt thou ſuffer 


thyſelf to be eaſily moved by them ? The leaſt provocation, even a lin- 


zle word perhaps, will ſtir up the corruption of tuy heart, fo as to 
change thy countenance, and make thee utter dreadful words. There- 
fore conſider how Cop bears with thee, and what an abumination an- 
7 is. It is a fire from hell, the true image of the old dragon: but 
ing called to bear the image of Goo, and bring forth the fruits of the 
food Spirit, thou art to follow the lamb-like mind of Cur1sT ; and to 
that purpoſe it is highly neceilary firſt, to avoid all occaſions of ſtrife 
ind cotitention. Secondly, to bridleour tongue, if quarrelsariſe, Thirdly, 
buffer, when we are wronged. Fourthly, to pray directly, and quench 
the ſparks of fire, before they break out into a flame. This is the 
eiſieſt and the only method to prevent great troubles, and lead a peace- 
hl happy life, for anger carries uneaſinels, and love a ſweet reſt in itſelf, 
ief.'d are the men of peaceful life, They ſhall be call'd the heirs of blits, 
Who quench the coals of growing ſtrife; The ſons of Gop, the Cop of peice, 


28 AUG. WE” 
H EV ING therefore, brethven, boldneſs to enter into the holicft by the d 


of Jesus, Sc. Let us dram near with u true heart, in full afſuranei 
fa li; having eu hearts fprmkled (with the blood of CHRIST, by whid 
he once entered into the holy plate, having obtamed eternal redemption fot uh 
and purged our conſcientes from dead works, to ferve the living Gop) fm 
evel eonfrience, ana var * waſhed with pure water, HEB. x. 19, 22, 


C1r1sT has for ever purged our fins by himſelf ; ** for by one off 
ing he has perfetted ſor ever them that are ſanctified,“ chap. x y 
And to this ſprinkling of the blood of Curisr all believers, even it 


weakeſt, are to come; that is to ſay, he has the forgiveneſs of finzu 
his blood, This is his element and life ; thus he © lives by the fatt 
of the Son of Gov, who allo loved him,” always applying his m 
ſom to his foul, and pleading his merits before his heavenly Fade 
which keeps his conlcience pure and ealy. 


They find acceſs at ev'ry hour O happy foul ! O glorious ſtate 
To Gon within ihe vail ; Of ever-flowing grace ! 

Hence they derive a quick ' ring pow'r, To dwell o near their Father's feat, 
And joys that never fail, And ſee his lovely face, 


2 
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7 AT which may be known of Gon is manifeſt in them, for Gop hath. 
* ſhewed it unto them, Row. i. 19. 


Tazxs are ſome things declared, and enjoined in the goſpel, which 
have their foundation in the law and light of nature; ſuch are all the 
moral duties, which are taught therein; theſe the remaining light of 
nature, though obſcurely, yet does teach and confirm; the apoſtle, 
peaking of mankind in general, ſays, That which may be known 

of Gov is manifeſt in them;“ the eſſential properties of Gop, ren- 
dering our moral duty to him neceſſary, are known by the light of 
tature: And by the fame light are men able to make a judgment of 
their actions, whether they Fo good or evil, Row. ii. 14, 15. The 
lame law and light, which diſcovereth theſe things, do alſo enjoin 
their obſervance. Thus it is with all men antecedently unto the 

reaching of the goſpel to them. The goſpel ſuperadds two things to 


dhe minds of men. 1. It directs us to a _ performance of theſe 


things, from a right principle, by a right rule, and 'to a right end, ſo 
that they, and we in them, may obtain acceptance with Gop ; hereby 
It gives them a new nature, and turns moral duties into evangelical 
obedience. 2. By a communicatjon of that Spirit, which is an- 
nexed unto its diſpenſation, it ſupplies us with ſtrength for their per- 


formance, in the manner it preſcribes, 
R 


30 AUG. (242 ) 31 / 
HO fhall ſeparate us from the love of CHRIST fhall tribulation, orb Y 
tres, or perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, or ſword ? Nay x ** t 
all theſe things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us, Rolf fngin 
viii 35, 37+ "IR An 
STARS ſhine brighteſt in the darkeſt night; torches are better k 
beating; grapes come not to the proof, till they come to the preſs; ſpicy - 
ſmell beſt when bruiſed; young trees root the faſter ſor ſhaking ; pul 
looks brighter for ſcowering ; juniper ſmells ſweeteſt in the fire; th 
palmtree proves the better ſor preſſing; camomile the more you treu 
it, the more you ſpread it. Such is the condition of all Gop's chi 
_ dren, they are then moſt triumphant, when moſt tempted ; moſt gb ny 
rious, when moſt afflited ; moſt in the favour of Goh, when lealtn 
man's; as their conflicts, ſo their conqueſts, as their tribulations, if :! 
their triumphs; true ſalamanders, ay ea beſt in the ſurnace of pe 
ſecution ; ſo that heavy afflictions are the beſt bencfaQors to heaven) 
afleCtions; and where afflictions hang heavieſt, corruptions haf 
looſeſt ; and grace, that is hid in nature, as ſweet water in roſe leave, 
is then moſt fragrant, when the fire of affliction is put under to dil 
It out, 


Our lives, out blood, we here preſent, Give vs thy ſtrength, thou Gop of pos 
Ik fer thy ſake they may be ſpent; © | Then let men ſcorn, and Satan roar 
Fulfil thy ſov'reign counſel, Lox o, Thy faithful witneſſes we'll be, 

Thy will be done, thy name ador'd. Tis fix'd—we can do all theo taee. 


0 


yt 


zi AUG, 13 

DIS E up, my love, my fair one, and come away ; for lo, the winter is paſt, 
the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the 

fnging of birds is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, &c, 

Ariſe, my love, my fair one, and come away, O ! my dove, that art in the clifts 

of the rock, &c. CANT. ii. 10 —14, 


i OLloxy! how often has it been winter with me, but thau haſt al- 


ways quickened me again. Grant that by theſe experiences I may be 


ſo uſed to thy ways, as always to expect the beſt from thee in every 


thing, and to have only this one care, namely, how I may pleaſe thee as 
thy bride and dove, and be accepted through thee with thy Father. 
Let my faith be ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner by all thy methods, that 
at laſt I may have boldneſs and find reſt in thy wounds, ſince yet there 
is room for the greateſt of ſinners, even for me. 


The voice of my beloved ſounds | The Jewiſh wint'ry ſtate is gone, | 
Over the rocks and r:fing grounds; The miſts are fled, the ſpring comes on; 

O'er hills of guilt, and ſeas of grief, | The ſacred turtle-dove we hear 

He leaps, he flies to my relief. Proclaim the new, the joyful year, 

Gently he draws my heart along, And when we hear our ISus ſay, 

Both with his beauties and his tongue *« Riſe up, my love, make haſte away!“ 
\ Riſe, fays my Lon b, make haſte away; Our hearts would fain out-fly the wind, 

No mortal joys are worth thy Ray. And leave all earthly loves behind, 
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E not conformed to this world, Rom. xii 2. 
ther the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the bit 
of the Father is not in fim. And the world pafſeth away, and the luſt thereof: 
but he that doth the will of Gop, abideth for ever, 1 JOHN ii. 15, 17. 


And love not the world, wi 


REavtnr! whole will doſt thou do? examine thyſelf. Perhaps thou 
thinkeſt to love the world and to do her will, cannot be ſo great a ſin, 
fince the moſt honeſt people do the ſame. But obſerve, as thou wouldſt 
be ſaved, that if thou © loveſt the world, the love of the Father is 
& not in thee;” and without this love of the Father, thou haſt no 


faith; and being deſtitute of faith, thou haſt no Currsr, and conſe- 
quently no liſe and ſalvation. 


J ſend the things of earth away; 
Away ye tempters of the mind, 

Falſe as the fmooth deceitful ſea, 
And empty as the whiftling wind, 


Your ſtreams were floating me along | 
Down to the gulph of black deſpair ; 
And whilft 1 liſten'd to your ſong, | 
Your ſtreams had e*en convey'd me there, 


Now to the ſhining realms above 

I ſtretch my hands, and glance my eyes; 
O for the pinions of a dove, 

To bear me to the upper ſkies ! 


Lord, I adore thy maichleſs grace, 


That warn'd me of the dark abyſs; 
That drew me from thoſe treach' tous 


| Anti bid me ſeek ſuperior bliſs, 


2 SEPT, „ 


T0T ſaſſiioning yourſelves according to the former luſis in your ignorance; 
but as he who has called you ts holy, fo be ye holy, Note, in all manner of 
onverſatzon, 1 PET. i. 14, 18. Gwe diligence to make your calling and elec- 
tion ſure 3 for the time paſt of our life may ſufjice us to have wrought the will of 
the Gentiles, &c. 2 PET. 1 10. 1 PET. iv. 3. | 


Nox E can be ſo ſure of his ſalvation, as to be for ever free from fears 
and doubts ; for there is no aſſurance without conflicts: therefore all 
diligence is required to be evermore ſure of it, ſo as to have boldnels 
even in death. But let us take heed of preſumption, fince we do not 
know what may befal us at laſt; and be carcful not to deſpiſe and over- 
drive the weaker ſort of chriſtians, that by making general rules of 
our own experience, this comfortable doctrine of aſlurance may not 
be matter of torment to others, 


How ſhort and haſiy is our life! } How we deſerve the deepeſt hell, 

How vaſt our ſoul's affairs ! That ſlight the joys above! 

Yet ſenſeleſs mortals vainly ftrive j What chains of vengeance ſhould we feel, 
To laviſh out their years, | That break ſuch cords of love ! 

Cop from on high invites us home, Draw us, O Gov! with ſov'reign grace, 
But we march beecleſs on; And lift our thoughts on high; 

And ever haſt'ning to the tomb, That we may end this mortal race, 
Stoop downward as we run, ] And ſee falvatiop nigh, 


2 3 


. 
| 


3 SEPT. (- 240-3 
F R the Son of man is come to feek and to fave that which was loft, Luxt 


xix. to. 


Fix pix e in myſelf a ſincere deſire to be ſaved, as well fcom the power as the puniſhment. 


of fin, conſcious too as I am ot an hearty acquieſcence in the goſpel covenant, it is diſhonour- 
able to the gracious maſter whoſe I profeſs myſelf, to go on from day to day in heavineſy 
My fins cannot be my deſtruction, for Jesus CarrsT ſuffered for them. 
is not my Savicur, then is not the ſaying of Gop faithful: a thought which my foal 


abvhors. Conſider, O my foul, that it was the very purpoſe of Cyr isn 's coming into 


the world to ſave ſinners, circumſtanced juſt as thou art ! yea, though thy fins be as ſcarlet, 
yea, though they be red as crimſon ; be not then caſt down, O my foul, and be not di- 


quieted within me, but encourage a chearful hope in thy covenant-Geb, and-inſtead of- 


poring only upon thy fins, conſiver the exceeding love of ChR IST in dying for them; 
and, conſtrain · I by a ſenſe of that love, do thy diligence to live unto him; and for this 
he will enable thee by his holy Spirit, _ 


I purze from ſin's deteſted ſtaih, 

And make the crimſon white again 
Lead.to celeſtial joys refin'd, 1 
And leſting as the deathleſs mind.“ 


The Los p of life and glory ſtands; | 
Aloud he cries, and ſpreads his hands ; 
He calls ten thouſand finners round, 

And ſends a voice from ev'ry wound, 


& An ample pardon here I give, 
And bid the ſentenc'd rebel live; 
Shew him my Father's ſmiling face, 
And lodge him in his dear embrace, 


O Jzsv, let me doubt no more; 
But hear, and wonder, and adore; 
Till death ſhall make my laſt remove 
To dwell for ever in thy love, 


It Cnaisr 


4 SEPT, ( -249--} 


RE PENT ye, (O change your minds) and believe the goſpel, Mank 


i. 15. 
O Tue great comfort, that Gop requires only faith; and ſuch a 


faith which is his own gift, and is held forth truly to every one that will. 
receive his pardon, grace and love. But that this may not be under- 


ſtood of preſumptuous notions in our heads, it is well to be obſerved, 
that true repentance goes before faith; by which the heart is not only 


convinced of fin, and filled with godly ſorrow, but changed ſo as to 


hate and abandon all fins. It is not enough to leave off ſome of 
our fins, or be outwardly reformed ; but it muſt be an inward and 
thorough change of the whole wa for if one fin be reigning, we 
cannot be ſaid to have repented, and received that faith and power of 
Gop which overcomes the world and fin, | 


Miſtaken ſouls ! that dream of heay'n, None but a living pow'r unites 
Fro make their empty boaſt Io Can1sT, the living head. 
Of inward joys, and fins forgiv'n, "Tis faith that purifies the h 
purifies the heart; 
While they are flaves to luſt | Tis faith that works by love; 
Vain are our fancies airy flights, | That bids our fins and luſts depart, 
If faith be cold and dead ; And lifts our ſouls above. 
14 
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5 SEPT. 
BY HAT IT fay unto you, I ſay unto all, Watch, Mans xiii. 37. 


( 248 ) 


On a day ſet apart for the celebration of ſome great event, how anxious are the peaple 
to get in time td the place appointed ? what earneſtneſs is to be ſeen in their looks? 
As earneft ſhould we be in watching for the hour in which our Lon p hall come, thit 
we may not be aſhamed befbre him. A heart deceived by fin may ſuggeſt many 100 
ments againſt this holy earneſtneſs, but they are the reaſonings of folly. It is a gener 
warning, What I ſay unto you, I fay unto all, WAT.“ Almoſt every day afford 
an inſtanee of ſome one hurried into eternity on a ſudden, Was not hourly watchfulne's 
neceſſary, a merciful Gop would not permit ſuch ſudden deaths. But he has ſounded the 
alarm, Ve know not what hour our Lox doth come.“ Give me grace, O Lon p, to 
live always as if I heard that folemn voice founding continually in my eats, Awake, jt 
© dead, and come to judgment,” 


The awful regiſter goes on; 
Th? account will ſurely come; 

And op'ning day, or cloſing night, 
May bear me to my doom, 

Tremendous thought! How deep it ſtrikes! 
Yet like a dream it flies, 

Tin God's own voice the ſlumbers chile 
From theſe d2luded eyes, 


Awake, my drouſy ſoul, awake, 
And view the threat'ning ſcene ; 

Legions of foes encamp around, 
And treach'ry lurks within. 


Now to the work of God awake; 
Behold thy Maſter near ; 

The various, arduous taſk purſue, 
With vigour and with fear, | 


— 
m - 


6 SEPT. ( 249 ) 


V alſo, when I am old and grey-headed, O God, forſake me not, Ps Alu. 

Ixxi. 18. O keep my foul, and deliver me; let me not be aſhamed, for I 
fut my truſt in thee. Let integrity and uprightneſs preſerve me: for I wait on 
thee, PSALM xxv. 20, 21,0Uivine anſwer; [earken unto me, O houſe of 
Jacob, and all the remnant of the houſe of Hrael, which are born by me from the 
telly, which are carried from the womb. And even to your old age I am He, 
ad even to your hoary hairs will I carry you I have made, and I il! bear, 
een I will carry, and will deliver you, Isi. xlvi. 3, 4. 


Con never does nor can forſake me, fince I am as near and as cloſely united to him as 
a child which is carried in the mother's womb, O great comfort! what can I have to 
fear? May I not expect every thing now confidently from him? Yes, and this is what 
pleaſes him above all things. Therefere I will““ be careful for nothing, but in every thing 
by prayer and ſupplication, with thankſgiving, make my requeſt known unto him,“ 
Pat, iv. 6, always truſting that he will as certainly carry me through all difficulties to 
come, as he has done hitherto ; ſo that I can even give him thanks for it beforehand, 
O Lon p, gram that I may practiſe this better ſtill. 


My Gov, my everlaſting hope, Still has my life new wonders ſeen, 
I live upon thy truth ; Repeated ev'ry year; 

Thine hands have held my childhood up, I Behold my days that yet remain, 
And ſtrengthen'd all my youth, I truſt them to thy care. 


7 SEPT. ("200 } 


RUST ye not in lying words, ſaying, The temple of the Lon p, the tenſt 
of the Lox p, the temple of the Lox D ane theſe ; but thoroughly amend your 
ways and your doings, &c. JER. vii. 4, 5. Of true prayer and worſhiy 
in ſpirit and in truth, ſee alſo Jonx iv. 24. Rox. xii. 1. JAMES i. 27, 


As a contrite heart is the moſt pleaſing temple of Gop ; ſo ſpeaking 
with Gop, in words of our own, as a child does with his father, is 
the beſt book of prayer. The moſt cunning method, by which Satan 
deceives many now, 1s, the miſtaking of an extenſive knowledge and 
aſſurance of their own making for true faith; or truſting on ſome ou. 
ward forms of worſhip, ſenſible motives, or communion with others; 
and pretending too ſoon to evangelical experiences, liberties and þuild- 
ing of fouls up; though there was never a true change wrought in ther 
own hearts, For what can all our reading, prayers, going to church 
and ſacrament profit us, without this? Before all this ſhall be acceyt- 
able to the Loa p, we muſt be renewed in our minds, and prove by our 
own words and deeds that we are the living temples of Gop. 


Is there a thing beneath the ſun | 
That ſfirives with thee my heart to ſhare ? 
Ah} tear it thence, and reign alone | 
The Lon p of ev*ry motion there: 
Then ſhall my heart from earth be free, 
When it has found repoſe in Thee. 


O hide this ſelf from me, that I 
No more, but Cur is r in me may live! 
My vile affections erucify; 
Let not one darling lu ſurvive : 
In all things may I nothing ſee, 
Nothing deſire, or ſeek, but Thea 


— 


8 SEPr. Er 
FC RSA me not, O LoxD my Gop, be not far from me.— Divine 


anſwer; The mountains ſhall depart. and the hills be removed ; hut my 
ndneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be re- 
moved, faith the Lok p that has mercy on ther. O thou afflicted, toſſed with 
tempeſts, and not comforted ; behold, I will lay thy ſtones with fair colours, and 
lay thy foundations with ſaplures. And 1 will make thy windows of agates, 
and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleaſant ſtones, 1sA1. liv. 


10—1 5 


Sen as have never been deſtitute of comſort, do not reliſh this 
word, O Loxp, as thou haſt once quickened me by it in great diſ- 
tre, I will henceforth evermore take hold of it; and firmly believe, 
even without feeling, that thou wilt perform every thing punttually. 
Thou being my Gov in covenant, wilt never forſake me, but order all 
things for my good, adorn and carry me through, though all tempeſts 


ſhould fall upon me, and every thing be daſhed to pieces, This thy 
aithfulneſs requires. 


Firm are the words which prophets give, | T*embrace the meſſage of his Son, 
2 words on which believers live ; | And call the joys of heav'n our own. 
ach of them is the voice of Goo, , f 
b Then ſhould the earth's ol] pillars ſhake, 
Who ſpoke and ſpread the ſkies abroad, | And all the wheeis of nature break 
O! for a ftrong, a laſting faith, Our ſteady ſouls ſhould fear no more 
To credit what th' Almighty ſaith ! | Than ſolid rocks when billows rore, 


9 SEPT. 208-1 
1 EAN not unto thine own underſtanding, PROV. iii. 8. Be not wiſe in 


your own conceits, ROM. X11. 17. 


neſs with Gov, 1 Cor. iii. 19. 


Wnuosotg vx Will do the will of the Loxp. and is not wiſe in his | dow 


For the unſdom of this world is fouliſ. 


own conceit, avoiding vain curioſity, and praying earneſtly, ſhall cer 
tainly know the counſels and will of Gop, Joux viii. 17, But he mul 
depend more upon the word of Gop, than his own feeling; ſince ou 
own ſpirit often mixes with ſpiritual ſenſations, and tempts us to luſt, 
fear, preſumption and pride: and many truſt even to their ſcandalou 
whims and fancies, as if all were from our Saviour, O Lox, gun 
that I may be always jealous over myſelf, go in and out with pri 
and not err in any thing to the hurt of my ſoul. 


Thus faith the Wiſdom of the Lon b, 
Bleſs'd is the man that hears my word; 
Keeps daily watch before my gates, 
And at my feet for mercy waits, 


be ſoul that ſeeks me ſhall obtain 
Immortal wealth and heav'aly gain; 


| 


L 


Immortal life is his reward, 
Life and the favour of the Logo, 


But the vile wretch that flies from me, 
Doth his own ſoul an injury; 


Fools that againſt my grace rebel, 


Seek deatb, and love the road to bell 


—— . > . 
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_ 60 we preach, and ſo ye believed, 1 CoR. xv. 11. 


Taz method of the goſpel is this; firſt it propoſeth and declareth 
kings which are properly and peculiarly its own ; fo the apoſtle ſets 
down the conſtant entrance of his preaching, 1 Cor. xv. g. It reveals 
ts own myſteries, to lay them as the foundation of faith and obedience; 
t inlays them in the mind, and thereby conforms the whole ſoul unto 
them, See Row, vi. 17. GAL.1v. 19. Tir. ii. 11, 12. 1 Cor, iii. 11. 
2 Cor, iii. 18. This foundation being laid, without which it has, 
a it were, nothing to do with the fouls of men, nor will proceed 
unto any other thing, with them by whom this its firſt work is re- 
ſuled ; it then grafts all duties of moral obedience on this ſtock of faith 
in Cuxisr IEsus. This is the method of the goſpel, which the apoſtle 
Paul oblerves in all his epiſtles; firſt he declares the myſteries of faith, 
that are peculiar to the goſpel, and then deſcends unto thoſe moral du- 
bes which are regulated thereby; ſo we muſt firſt hear the goſpel, 
ad be acquainted with its diſcoveries, before we can believe aright; 
and, when our faith is rightly founded, it is to ſhew itſelf in the prac- 
lice of all thoſe good works that are required of us in the ſcriptures. 
As many as walk according fo this rule. peace be on them and 
" mercy, and upon the Iſrael of Goo.” 
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724 can I do thus great wickedneſs, and fin againſt Gop ? Gen. xxxix.y, 


Jostrn was a ſlave, and in a flrange country; he was tempted by 
a laſcivious, and vindictive miſtreſs ; had he complicd, he would hat 
been ſure of ſecreſy and rewards ; but if he reliſted, he might ex 
her keeneſt relentment, iſ not a deprivation of his life, Yet all the 


could not influence him; he chooles to ſubmit to every inconvenienq | 1 


and danger, rather than beguilty of ſo foul a crime, and fin againſt Gov, 
From hence we may learn, that the fear of Gop is a moſt effefud 
preſervative againſt all criminal indulgences; it was this that reſtraine 
Joleph, and will have the ſame effect on all mankind upon allow 
tons, and in every ſcene of life: It ſtrikes every paſſion, every ſprin 
of the human actions, and includes in it all the moſt powerful motives, 
by which the conduct of mankind is determined If intereſt be 
principal thing that ſways us, that ſurely cannot be fo certainly pu- 
moted, as by ſecuring the favour of Gop, and avoiding his diſpleau 
If we are governed by our ſears, he is the moſt formidable Being inthe 
univerſe, to a mind that has perverted its ſaculties, and tranſgrelſed 
the laws of its nature: if by hope, he is the ſupreme good; if by lo, 


he is the moſt amiable and perfect excellence; if by gratitude, hel 
the author of all our happiness. : 
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Have found the book of the law in the houfe of the Lokd. Becauſe thine 
* heart was tender, and thou haſt humbled thyſelf before the Lox D, &c. 
2Kincs xxii. 8, 19. | 

Tux prieſts, probably to ſave themſelves the trouble of writing, and 
the people of reading the book at large, had furniſhed themſelves with 
abſtracts of the law, leaving out, or {lightly mentioning, many parts 
thereof, and particularly the promiſes and threatenings; which Joſiah 
was fo much affected with, as being new to him. "The book of God's 
law ſeems in our day to be loſt, ora ſealed book, to moſt of the con- 
gegations that profeſs themſelves chriſtians : imperfect hoodwinking 
abſtrats of it are adapted, that hide the promiled bloſſings, threaten- 
ings, and curſes of Cop. When this book by ſpiritual light is found, and 
on reading, or hearing thereof, convittion reaches the conſcience, it is a 
peat inſtance of God's ſavour, a token for good, and muſt be faithfully 
acknowledged as ſuch, Reader, art thou truly apprehenſive of the weight 
of God's wrath, and ſolicitous to obtain his favour? Seek then carneltly 
upon thy knees, and in the houſe of the Loxp, redemption from the 
eurſes of the law; pray that Jesus may be revealed to thee; the blood of 
that Lambof Gov alone can take away the guilt of ſin; having found the 
law, reſt not till thou find the goſpel alſo, and arrive at a comfortable 
alurance of thine intereſt in its bleſſings. Joſiah's heart was tender, he 
wept, and was encouraged; follow his ſorrow, and thou wilt partake of 


bis bleſſings: and make the law of Cob thy delight and counſellor, 


* 


* 
1 
ö 
3 
1 
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D RA Ii me, we will run after thee : The king hath brought me into ki 
chambers ; we will be glad and rejoice in thee ; we will remember thy ly 


more than wine : the upright love thee. In. thee, the fatherleſs findath my, 
SONG i. 4. Hos EA xiv. g. 


Tur needle's point in the ſeaman's compaſs never ſtands ſtill, bu 
qui vers and ſhakes till it come right againſt the north- pole: The wik- 
men of the eaſt never reſted till they were right againſt the ſtar which 
appeared unto them; and the ſtar itſelf never ſtood ſtill till it cane 
right againſt that other STAr, which ſhone more brightly in the man- 
ger, than the ſun did in the firmament: And Noah's dove could find 
no reſt for the ſole of her foot; all the while ſhe was fluttering overthe 
flood, till ſhe returned to the ark with an olive-branch in her mouth! 
So the heart of every true chriſtian, which is the turtle-dove of Js 
Cuxisr, can find no reſt all the while ſhe is -hovering over the Waten 
of this world, till it have the ſilver wings of a dove, and with the 
olive-branch of faith, flies to the true Noah, which ſignifieth ref, il 


Cars puts forth his hand out of the ark, and taking it in, receive 


it to himlclt, 


＋ 


14 SEPT. 1 


HA T think ye of CurisT? MArr. xxii. 42. 


Axpo ought we not to put this queſtion to our ſouls, when our 
happineſs for ever depends upon him; and when without him we are 
undone to eternity? How ought we then to think of the Lord Jesus 
Cuxisr? Surely as the ſcripture repreſents him to be, “ the 
chief among ten thouſand, and altogether lovely.” We ought to 
think of him in his perſon, as the great Gop incarnate ; in his work 
and his offices, as the Saviour of Iſracl : We ought to think of him as 
one, in whom juſtice is ſatisfied, love and righteouſneſs manifeſted, 
and ſinners are ſaved. O what have Gop's people ever thought of 
Cuxisr Jesus? And what do the ſaints now in heaven think of him? 
But what think we of Cux1sT? when burdened with ſin; when op- 
preſſed with afliftion, When we cannot entertain a good thought 
of ourſelves, can we then think of Cu RIS as highly as heretofore ? 
Alas! how very weak is our faith at the beſt! Loxo, ſtrengthen our 
faith, inflame our love, enlarge our views, ſupport us in trials, guide 
us by thy counſels, and receive us into glory, that we may fing thy 


praiſe to all eternity. Amen. 
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O U R converſation, or our citizenſhip, is in heaven, PH. iii. 20, the 


ſore rejoice, becauſe your names are written in heaven, LUKE x. 20. Anl H 
fet your affections on things above, not on things on the earth, COL. iii. 2, 


A Cur1sTIAN being only a traveller through this world, having 
it were a night's- lodging in it, does not expect to have every thingh 15 
convenient; but ſince his journey's end and city is in heaven, all hi 
actions, ſufferings, prayers, trade and converſation, turn that vi 
O Loxo, grant that mine eyes may be always fixed upon this mat] « fi 
ſo as to regulate all my deſigns and doings accordingly : aſking myſ “ g 
in every thing, whether 1t be fit for heaven, and agrecable to the mind} PS 


and manners of the celeſtial citizens and bridegroom above? n 
Vl, 
Raiſe thee, my ſoul, fly up and rua | The glorious tenants of the place 21 
Thro' ev'ry heav'nly ſtreet; Stand bending round the throne; Hv 
And fay, There's naught below the ſun And ſaints and ſeraphs ſing and praiſe l 
That's worthy of thy feet. | The infinite TuREE-ONE. 
Thus will we mount on ſacred wings, | Jzsus, O when ſhall that dear day, \ 
Aud tread the courts above; That jeyful hour appear, 
Nor earth, nor all her mightieſt things, When I ſhall leave this houſe of clay, 
Shall tempt our meaneſt love, 1 To dwell amongſt them chere? 
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16 SEPT, 1 


Him give all the prophets witneſs, that through his name, whoſocoer 
believes in hum ſhall receive remiſſion of ſens, ACTS x. 43. Chap. iv. 12. 
This name is as ointment poured forth, the fulneſs of all grace, Cant. i. 3. 
lt is a ſtrong tower e the 1ghteous Tunneth into it, and is ſafe, Pxov. xviii. ic. 


Ix this name we ſhall draw nigh to the Father in prayer, and not 
come before him with a ſtrange fre of our own worthineſs or devo- 
tion; and he will draw nigh to us again, Javits iv. 8, He will cer- 
fainly grant our petitions, ** and we ſhall receive, that our joy may be 
& full,” Joux xvi. 24. ** For the Loep is good, and ready to for- 
% give, and plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon him,” 
PALM Ixxxvi. 5, and all thele promiſes are yea and amen in Cnx1sT; 
that every one can ſay, The Lox D will receive my prayer,” PSALN 
vi. 9. Bleſſed be Gop, who has not turned away my prayer, nor his 
* mercy from me ;” for “ he has dealt bountifully with me,” Pa L 
vi. 20. and xiii. 6. 
Lift up your eyes to th' heav'nly ſeat, | The prieſt with his own ſacrifice 
Where your Redeemer ſtays: | Preſents them to the king, 


Kind interceſſor! there He fits 


l be j 
And loyes, and pleads, and prays, IEsus alone ſhall bear my cries 


Up to the Father's throne ; 

Petitions now, and praiſe may riſe, | He, deareſt LogÞ ! perfumes my fighs, 
And ſaints their olf rings bring; And ſweetens e“. grone, 

32 


— — . — ¹ . x 


17 SEPT, F300 3 


TN thy preſence is fuineſs of joy, at thy right hand there are pleaſure fu 
everinore, PSALM Xvi. 11, And I jaw the holy city, new Jeruſalen, dt. 
ſcending out of heaven from Gov, prepared as a bride adorned for her Hua 


Rev, XX1. 2, 37 4 19 10, 12. 


O ay dear Saviour! being ſtill ſo very imperfect and little prepared 
for heaven, grant that I may be more adorned with faith and love, 
with a heavenly mind and ſpiritual deſires. And ſince thou knoyelt 
in what I am wanting, and haſt juſtified and clothed me already with 


thy own garment and blood, and haſt brought ſo many ſons to glory; | 
I truſt, that thou wilt allo inwardly adorn, perſect, and fetch me hom: 


in due time. 


O, the delighte, the heav'nly joys | Lend, how our ſouls are all on fire 
The glories of the place, To ſce thy bleſs'd abode 

Where Jzsus fencs the biighteſt beams | Our tongues rejoice in tunes of praiic 
Of his o'erſlow ing grace To our incarnate Gop. 

Archangels found his lofty praiſe And while our faith enjoys this fight, 

. Thro' ev'ry heav'nly fireet; We long to leave our clay; 

And lay their higheſt honours down And with thy fiery chariots, Lon, 
Submiſſive at his fect, | To fetch our fouls away, 


38 SEPT, E 

74 ATC H and pray : let us be going, Marr. xxvi. 4% 46. Remember 
Lot's wife, Lux E xvii. 32. Thus is the way, walt ye in it, when you 

um to the right hand, and when you turn to the leſt, IS AI. XXX, 21. 


To keep free from ſelf-righteouſneſs and falſe joy and liberty, is the 
feſt way. O my dear Saviour! thou art my way; I walk in thy 
name, I live in faith, I look upon thee, I cleave to thee, I abide in 
thee; and my conſtant ſaying is, I am juſtified, clean, and free by 
thee; not to live licentiouſly, but to be kept from it. For if I was 
not to reſt in thee, I ſhould reſt in the lleſh; but being taken up with 
thee, all other things muſt vaniſh away, and I am able to be watchful, 
cloſe and fervent, 


When my furgetſul ſoul renews Then I repent, and vex my ſoul, 
The ſavour of thy grace That I ſhould leave thee fo ; 

My heart preſumes I cannot loſe Where will thoſe wild affectious roll, 
The reliſh all my days, That let a Saviour go? 

But ere ſome fleeting hour is paſs'd, Shew my forgetful feet the way 
The flatt'ring world e:nploys That leads to joys on high; 

Some ſenſual bait to feize my taſle, There knoxledge grows without decay, 
And to pollute my 10y%, And love {hall never die, 


3 


19 SEPT. „ 


ILK before me, as in my preſence, and be thou perfect, Gry, 

xvii. 1. Fear Gop, and keep his commandments ; for this is the whole 
duty of man. For Gov: ſhall bring every work into judgment, with every 
fecret Lung, whether it be good, or whether it be evil, Ee cl. X11. 13, 14. 


CoxnsSLQUENTEY all ſuch things as are now called indifferent in their 
nature, will alſo be arraigned, and not judged: indifferent, but either 
actually good or actually evil. O the prodigious harm that is done h 
this falle doctrine of innocent things? It opens the door to innumen 
ble fins. For though our conſcience often tells us, that we ſhould not 
do ſuch things as are not attually good; yet preſently innocence is 
pleaded, it is called a harmleſs thing; which, though it could not be 
ſaid to be good, yet it was not evil neither, but quite indiſſerent in it 
nature: by which thouſands are drawn into the ſnares of the devil. 
O Loxo, grant that all my works be done unto thee, and in thy pre- 
lence, agreeable to thy commandments; that even my leaves may not 


wither, and whatſoever I do may proſper and abide for ever. 


Within thy circling pow'r I ſtand ; O may theſe thoughts poſſeſs my bret 
On ev'ry fide I find thy hand; Where er I rove, where'er I reſt ; 
Awake, aſleep, at home, abroad, Nor let my weaker paſſions dare 


1 am ſurrounded ſtill with GOD. : Conſent to fin, for Gop'is there, 


wo 


20 SEPT, 263 


ER ILY, verily I fay unto you, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
fee the kingdom of Go, JOHN iii. 3. 


ConSEQUENTLY no outward form of religion will do; but we muſt 
be ſpiritually born by the Spirit of Gop, and have our hearts changed, 
elle we cannot enter into the kingdom of Gord. CurisT confirmed it 
twice with an oath. How is it poſſible then, that mere honeſt and 
moral men can be ſaved? Will Cur1sT break his double oath ? No 
lurely. Therefore outward groſs immoralities being only blamed and 
rebuked, moral chriſtians always ſlip through ; and the looſer fort 
think, that they can leave off their open fins one time or another ; and 
b none is duly concerned to be thoroughly converted ; but the new 
birth and a real change of the heart, being inſiſted upon, and Curisr 
— — in this only true way, every one, who will be ſaved, muſt 

turned, | 


The ſecond Adam ſhall reſtore Nor would our Saviour come to be 
The ruins of the firſt ; The miniſter of ſin, 
Neon to that ſov'reign pow'r His Spirit purifies our frame, 
at new creates our duſt, | And ſeals our peace with Cop; 
When from the curſe He ſets us free, | Jesus and his ſalvation came 
He makes ovr natures clean, By water and by blood, 
84 


21 SEPT. (204 3 


HY art thou caſt down, O my foul ? and why art thou diſquieled uillit 

me ? Hope thou in God, for 1 ſhall yet praiſe him, who is the health of 
My countenance and my Gop, PAL xklii. 2, 5, 6. For I reckon, that the 
Juffermgs of this preſent time, are not worthy to be compared <ul: the glory wid 
Mall be revcaled in us, Rox. viii. 18, 


Tuis ſhews, that even believers are ſtill in diſquietneſs, but they 
conquer it by faith and hope to the end. If the Loxp had ſaid, that 
they ſhould ſtrive, pray and hope, till ſuch and ſuch a time; and his 
help ſhould fail, then they might deſpair ; but as he fixes no certain 
time, but without limitation requires them to-hope ; this keeps them 
from impatience and delpair ; thould he even tarry to the end, they 
will certainly experience him then, if no ſooner, to be faithful in his 
promiſes. O Loxp, ſuffer not the load to lie too long nor too heavy 
upon me, that I may not be unfaithful : I truſt thou wilt in due time 
prove thyſelf to be my help, and thy word to be true. 


Tis Gop that lifts our comforts high, Be ſilent at his ſov'reign will, 
Or ſinks them in the grave ; And ev'iy murmur die. 


He gives (and bleſſed be his name !) If familia I; 
| g mercy crown our lives, 
He takes but what he gave, Its praiſes ſhall be ſpread ; 


Peace, all our angry paſſions then; And we'll adore the juſtice too, 
Let each rebellious ſigh That ſtrikes cur comforts dead, 


22 SEPT. 4 


E not ſoon ſhaken in mind, 2 Tit EsS. ii. 2. T1 determined nol to knozo anv 
thing among you, ſaue Jess CHRIST aud Put CTUTY OH, 1 Con. lis 2. 
In whom are hid all the trenfures of wifdom and knowledge, COL. il. 3. 


O ux dear Saviour, grant that I may reſt qu/»tly and hymbly in thee, avoiding all 
ſwerving preſumptions, and actions which re not commanded to me. He that always 
covets noveltics, it is a fizn that he has not as yet taſted the power of the good word of 
Cod; elle he would certainly be ſatisfied with it. Better daily to improve in the power 
f godlineſa, than in new words, forms and methods.“ May the Lon D quicken me 
by the old truths, and humbie my heart evermote, fo as to receive them better, and to 
„ abide in that which I have heard from the beginning!“ Novelty is the bane of fon! 3 
by which we are often grievoully tormented and didtacted. It is work enough for a mec 
vi quiet ſoul to keep wiihin the bounds of a ſettled mod, ard effectuiliy to center in 
Gon, How is it poſſible for ſuch, as from a vain curicttty defire to know every thing, to 
coy true ret? What have we to do with the world * What need to meddle with ths 
buineſs of others? What fentſtes all knowicdge, if it does nat profit our fouls ? Had we 
- better to be ignorant of ſom other things, than to want a lying Kkiowleoge os 

8RIST ? 


O that the Loꝝ D would guide my ways My foul has gone too far aſtray, 
To keep his ſtatutes ſtill; My feet too often ſhip; 
O chat my Gov would grant me grace Yet ſince I've not forgot thy way, 


To know. and do his will, Reſtore thy wand' ting ſhe-p, 


23 SEPT. ( 266) 


ASH me thoroughly from mine iniguity, and cleanſe me 


Psa1M li. 2.— Divine anſwer ; 


of Gov, cleanfeth us from all fin, 1 Joun i 1. 16, 


UNE the ceremonial law all things were purged with blood, and 
without ſhedding of blood there was no remiſſion; thus it is impoſh- 
ble, that any one fin, even the leaſt ſinful motion, ſhould be taken away, 
except by the blood of CuRISH Jesus. This teaches us the heinoul- 
neſs of ſin, keeps us humble, tender and watchful, and yet gives ſub 


ficient peace and ſtrength at the ſame time. 


My dying Saviour and my Cop, 
Fountain for guilt and fin, 

Sprinkle me ever with thy blood, 
And cleanſe, and keep me clean, 


Waſh me, and make me thus thy own ; 
Waſh me, and mine thou art; 
Waſh me, but not my feet alone, 
My hand-, my head, my heart. 


Th' atonement of thy blood apply, 
Till faith to fight improve; 

Till hope ſhall in fruition die, 
And all my ſoul be love, 


For ever here my reſt ſhall be, 
Cloſe to thy bleeding fide 
*Tis all my hope and all my plez, 
For me the Saviour dy d.“ 


from my fn, 
he blood of JESUs Cann the Sm 


14 SEPT. 3 
E MINE yourſelves, wlicther ye be in the faith, 2 Cok. xili. 5. 


Bur is there any need of ſuch ſelf. examination, when yet we preacl 
Cuxisr, and ſtay ourſelves on his name? Alas! it is poſſible both to 
preach and profeſs him, to be confident reſpecting him, as our Rock 
and Redeemer, whilſt ſtill we remain without intereſt in him, and 
are yet in the way to everlaſting deſtruction. Thus Jesus hath told 
us, MATT. vii. 22, 23. Let us examine ourſelves ; Is our faith in Him 
accompanied with much ſelf-abhorrence, in the views of our ſinful- 
nels and pollution before him? Do we prize him, not only for his 
favour to us, but for his own goodneſs, his grace and his excellence? 
Do we love him, ſo as we love nothing beſide, not ſelf, not the world, 
not eaſe or advantage? Then ſurely we are his, and He alſo is ours: 
Theſe graces are the fruits of his Spirit within us; they are proofs of 
our faith, and of our union with him: and if we are united by the 
Spirit of Jesus, he will certainly own us before men and angels; he 
will never forſake us in time or eternity, But how dreadful will 
their caſe be who deceive themſelves here; and habitually give them- 
elves unto fin and iniquity, whilſt yet they make mention of Jzsus 
Cur1st with their lips? Keep us, Loxp, we beſeech thee, from ſuch 
ad deluſion! O give us to remember our paſt provocations; and to 
know, to love, and to ſerve thee in ſincerity, 


25 SEPT, 
HY HA T lack J yet ? MATT, xix. 20. 


xviii. 22, For, one thing ts needful, LUKE x. 4.2. 


(08 -} 
Yet lackeſt thou one ting, Luxz 


Trx1s one thing needſul is to have Cusisr; and by being firſt, with 
Mary, ſerved and treated by him, we draw the neceſſary ſtrength ſrom 
him, to ſerve him again. He muſt be firſt our meat, before we can 
feed on him, or do any thing for him. Faith receives grace firſt from 
ſhe fulneſs of Cyr1sT; and being thus ſtrengthened, begins to give 
and work alſo, though it be but faintly. However, it is not by our 
working and giving, but by the receiving in faith, that we become 
chriſtians, and remain in a perfect ſtate of ſalvation : ſince we receive, 


Lven with the fecble hands of faith, a whole and perfect Cur, 
This is the one thing needful,” | | 


Sure none refuſe to join this ſong, 
To praiſe our Saviour all along 
Their pilgrimage below; 
To ſing, There's none, there's none beſdt 
© But IE Su, and him crucify'd, 
„ Needful for us to know,” 


III hear of nothing elſe beſide | 
My Jesv, and him crucify's ;; 

In him is all I want ; 
His blood, his meritorious Ucod, 
Alone is rich, alone is good, | 


For that alone 1 pant. 


10 SEPT. 0 
O SEPA is a fruitful bougli —the archers have ſorely grieved him, and fhot 
at ham, and hated him; but has bow abode in ſtrenglli, and the arms of us 
hands were made ſtrong by the hands of the mighty Gob of Jacob e from thence 
uthe Shebherd, the Stone of Iſrael, GERN. xlix. 22 — 24. 


lost n is acknowledged to have been an eminent type of the Meſſiah : by bringing 
ſome circumſtances under one view, the reſemblance will appear conſpicuous, and ftriking, 
Joſeph was the ſon of his father's old age; CHRIST the Son of the Ancient of days. 
Joſeph was in a peculiar manner beloved by his father; Cnr1s'T is the dear Son of his 
Father's love. Jacob made for Joſeph a coat of many colours; Go prepared a body in 
human nature for Cyr1sT, filled and adorned with the various gifts and graces of the 
Fit without meaſure, Joſeph was hated by his brethren, and they could not endure to 
think he ſhould have the dominion over them; the Jews, CantsT's brethren according 
tothe fleſu, hated him, and would not have him to reign over them. Joſeph was ſent by 
lis father a long journey, to viſit his brethren, and know their welfare; CHRIS was ſent 
om the boſom of the Father, to ſeek and to ſave the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Ifael, 
Joſeph's brethren conſpired to take away his Ife; the Jews ſaid, This is the heir, let 
* us kill him ;“ and they conſulted to take away his life, Joſeph was fold for twenty 
peces of ſilver at the motion of Judah ; and Cuxis v, by one of the fame name, was 
fold for thitiy pieces, Joſeph was delivered to ftranver?, and CirIsrT to the gentile-. 
Joſeph being reckoned as dead by his father, and vet alive, may be an emblem of Cire.13 2's 
&ath, aud reſurtection from the dead. 
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27 SEPT. ("290-7 


i T things were gain to me, thoſe 4 counted loſs for CRI; yu 

*  doubileſs, and I count all things but loſs, for the excellency of the know 
ledge of Cu Jesus my Lord: for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of i 
things, and do count them but dung, that I may win CurisT, and be found u 
tim, as my righteouſneſs, PHIL. iii 7—9. 


Tuis was the life and conſtant mind of St Paul. The words, In 
& Him, in Cuxtsr, in the Loxy, Iam in CarisT, &c.“ occur cot. 
tinually. I choole it for my motto alſo, It ſhall be my great tower, 
my ſtrong fortreſs, my {ſweet paradiſe, mine only element and lik, 


Here I will take up my abode ſor ever: * It is good for us to be 


* here; here let us make tabernacles,” Here death ſhall find mez 


laſt, 


Had I ten thouſand gifts befide, | Poſiefling Can1sT, I all poſſeſs; 
I'd cleave to IESV crucify'd, Wiſdom, and firength, and righteovſack, 
And build on him alone : | And ſanctity complete: 
For no foundation is there giv*n Rold in his name, I dare draw nigh 
On which I'd place my hopes of hcav'n, Before the Ruler of the ſky, 
But CurisT the corner None, | And all his juſtice meet, 


* 


a 


In 


138 SEPT. 5 


WH AT muſt I do to be ſaved ?—Divme anſwer; Belteve on the Lokn 
JesUs, aud thou fhalt be ſaved, and thy houfe, Acts xvi. gi. 


Fairy is not a confidence of our own making, but it is God that 
works it in a contrite and repenting heart. This faith purifies the heart, 
deſtroys the old Adam, overcomes the world, changes us in heart, mind, 
ad all the powers and faculties of the foul; which is the true pro- 
teſtant faith; and not that we only think and ſay, © I believe.” By 
this we muſt try our faith. All true believers have received it under 
alenſe of holy contrition and ſorrow. If we feel ſomething of this, 
dapply to Cax1sr by prayer for faith and grace, we have a ſure 

k of faith already; for if we did not believe, we would not 
2 And he that daily cleanſes himſelf in the blood of CuRisr, 
3 true faith and hope already, though he is but weak, and does 
dot taſte any joy. 


Ye dying ſouls that fit 
In darkneſs and diſtreſs, 

Look from the borders of the pit 
To CnRISsT's recov' ring grace, 


| Their righteouſneſs and ſtrength is found 
In Cinr1sT the Lord alone, 


| In him ſhall Iſrael truſt, 
| And ſee their guilt forgiv'n 
Sinners ha)! hear his ſound ; | Gop will pronounce the finrers juſt, 


Their thankful tongues ſhall own, | 


And take the ſaints to heav'n. 


29 SEPT. 


( 272) 
BSTFAIN from all appearance of cor, ! teat ve may be blamelts my 


harmlejs, ; the fons of Gop, without rehab, in tic nudſi of a crooked a 
Ferverſe nation, among whom ye fiane as lights in the world, PII. ii. 15, 


Lorv, I deſire to ſhine n good works, the genuine fruits of faith: 
therefore will I give myſe! up to thee to purge me, 


that I may bring 
forth more fruit. 


as tine, 1 would not och 
abſtain from evil, but om the very appearance of it, Some contett 
themſelves with being blameleſs, but 1 would with to appear ſo {a 


Looking upon my ſelf 


the goſpel's fake, leſt through me offence ſhould come; which, asſu 
as in me heth, I would prevent. Thy children, O Goo, are as light 
in the world; O! pour thy grace, that heavenly oil, into my lam 
and ſo trim it that it may give light umo all around, that they may be 
led to glorify thy holy name. 


O Lord! my ſtubborp will ſul:duc ; 
Create my ruin'd frame anew ; 
Diſpel my dark neſꝭ by thy light: 
Into all truth my ſpirit guide, 

Bit from mine eyes for ever hide 
All things diſpleaſing in thy ſight. 


Pe heaven now my ſoul's abode, 

Bid be my life with Car15T in God, 
My ſpirit, In p, be one with thin: 

Let all ny works in thee be wrought 

And fild with thee, be ail my though 
Till in me thy full likeneſs ſhin, 


v SEPT. N 1 


LE T him that is athirſt come: and whoſoever will, let him take of the water 
of life freely, Rx v. xxii. 17. 


lr there be a ſenſe of fin, and want of ſpiritual bleſſings, and a willingneſs to be ſaved 
by grace, though you know not that it is Cur is 's ſecret power that makes you willing, 
et being athirſt and willing, you are invited: do not puzzle and perplex yourſelf with 
ſuch queſtions as theſe ; Am | elected? Havel a right? Am I prepared? But come 
pon the invitation, and take pardon, peace, righteouſneſs, &c. as tree giits to the needy, 
If one ready to periſh with hunger and thirſt, was invited to a feaſt, and aſſured of wel- 
ume; and he ſhould ſtand heſitating, Have I a right? Am I worthy? Wonld it not 
kem pre poſterous in him thus to demur, when his neceſſities were preſſing upon h'm, and 
i plentiful table before him ? The weary, the hungry, the thirſty, the guilty, the worth- 
ks, the vileſt, are 1nvited to believe on Jesus 3 who came only to ſave finners ; and 
lah ſſured them in his word, that they who thus come to him,“ he will in no wiſe 

caſt out.“ 


The Spirit in the word, | And whoſoever will, 
And in his motions crie-, Is welcome to receive 
Come to the fountain- head of life, The fireams of exeilaſting life, 
And come for large ſupplies. That heav'n will frecly give.“ 
Let him who feels his thiift, Jesus! is this thy voice? 
Nor can endure its rage, We bleſs the gracious call 
Come to falvation's copious ſprings, | Ard fly with joyful haſte to thee, 


And ail his pains atluage, Our Saviour, ap our All. 


OE EIS 


1 Oer. 
E E note behold the lion of the tribe of Judah, the root of David, has 


( 274 ) 


revailed, Rev. v. g. He roſe triumphantly, and deſtroyed the works 
of the devil: therefore fun ſhall not have dominion over us, Rom. vi. 14. 


Maxy complain, that though they will not turn back, yet they have 
no power to advance further. If this is thy caſe, my reader, remem- 
ber that the enemy of fouls will diſcourage thee. Go on praying, and 
venture it evermore upon the LoD. Conliderhow he awakened you 
firſt, how often he has heard your prayers afterwards, and aſſiſted you 
in many hard ſtruggles. Surely he will help you now alſo! If that 
will not do, begin, as it were afreſh, acknowledge yourſelf guilty in 
every reſpect; and, as the chief of ſinners, plead for mercy, and be 
inſtant in your humble ſupplications; looking at the ſame time upon 
yourſelves as reconciled and pardoned in Cus1sT, in ſpite of all your 
miſery: then you will ſoon make a better progreſs. Jo deſpair of our 
own ſtrength, is good; but we muſt never deſpair of the power of 
Crr1sT, who is riſen from the dead, but be ſure to overcome with 

him at laſt, He will certainly help you in the due and beſt ſeaſon. 


Hell and thy ſins reſiſt thy courſe, 

But hell and fin are vanquiſh'd foes ; 
Thy Jzsvs nail'd them to the croſs, 
Aud ſung the triumph when he roſe, 


He dies, and in that dreadful night 
Did all the pow'rs of hell deſtroy 
Riſing he brovght our beav'n to light, 
And took poſſeſſio n of the joy, 
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IH OM the Lord lowveth, he chaſteneth, and ſcourgenth every ſon whom 

he receiveti. If ye endure cha/tening, Gob dealeth with you as with 
ſms : for what ſon is he whom the Father chaſteneth not? But he chaſteneth 
1 for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holineſs, HE B. xii. 610, 


To theſe chaſtenings alſo belong outward affliftions, which are pre- 
cous means, and ſanctified to believers. O my dear heavenly Fa- 
ther! thou art only pleaſed with a true filial confidence, but I am {till 
ofa diſtruſting heart, when any thing comes upon me on a ſudden, 
Grant that I may always entertain the beſt hopes of thee, fear no ad- 
rerſity, nor look upon it as a ſign of diſpleaſure, but of love; really 
believing it to be intended as a blefling io my good. Whatever thy 
1 may order, let me only be convinced of thy paternal af- 
ection, and fall in with thy ſalutary deſigns. 


So for my fin I juſtly feel | Afflictions make me learn thy law, 
Thy diſcipline, O God; And live upon my Gos. 
Yet wait the gracious moment ſill, | This is the comfort 1 enjoy 
Till thou remove thy rod. When new diſtieſs begins; 
For I have found, tis good fer me | I read thy word, I run thy way, 
To bear my Father's rod And hate my former fiasy 
d , T 2 
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I. E entrance of thy word gives light : It giveth underflanding to the fimply 


PSALM cxix. 130. Order my ſiehs in thy word and let not any inigui) 
have dominion oder me, ver. 33. 


We may have a clear ſight and a real taſte of the goſpel, and yet 
be ſoon deprived of the comfort of it again, if we do not walk in godly 
ſimplicity and poverty of fpirit, for Cas1sr will have none but hum- 
ble and child-like diſciples. But thus abiding always in the word 
and in Cukisr, we ſhall come to great and laſting aſſurance: for nc 
ther a ſweet ſenſe, nor even faith iielf, but Cur15T alone, is the found: 
tion of our ſalvation, whom the weakeſt as well as the ſtrongeſt be. 
liever receives. And we maſt believe firſt, before we can feel, 10 
truſt only on feeling, is not true ſaith, and does not laſt long. 


Thy mercies fill the earth, O Loap ; | "Tis 1 ke the ſun, a heav*nly Lieht, 
How good thy works appear ! hat guides us 11 the dan; 


Open mine eyes to read thy word, And through the dangers of the'night, 
And ſee thy wonders there. | A Imp to led our way, * 


When once it enters to the mind, Since I'm a ſtranger here below, 
It ſpreads ſuch 1 ght abroad, Let not ihy path be hid, 
The meaneſt ſouls iuſtruction find, But mark the road my feet ſhoc I] 80, 


And ra. ſe their thoughts to COD. And b: my conſtant guide. 
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RN away mine eyes from bekolding vanity ; and quicken thou me in thy 
way, PSALM cxix. 37. 


Ir ou was to ſee a man dully end avouring all his Ife to ſatisfy his thirſt, by h-1ling 
up one and the ſame empty cup to his mouth, you would certainly de iſe his ignorance ; 
but if you ſhould ſee others of b.ighter parts, and finer underſtundiugs, ridicul ng the dui) 
tis ”a&icn of one cup, and th.nking to ſatisfy their own thieſt by a vaiiety of gilt and 
pollen empty cups, would you think that theſe were ever the wiſer, or happier, or better 
employed, for their finer parts? Now this is ell the difference that you can ſee in the 
happineſs of this life, The dull and heavy ſoul, may be conteat with one empty appear- 
ance of happineſs, and be continually trying to hold one and the ſame empty cup to his 
mouth all his life. But then let the wit, the great ſcholar, the fine genius, the great 
ſateſman, the polite gen leman, lay all their heads toge:her, and they can only ſhew you 
more, and various, empty appearances of happineſs z give them ail the wol into their 
hands, 1:t them cut and carve as they pleaſe, they can only make a greater variety of 
empty cups; for ſearch as deep, and I»ok as far asgou will, there is nothing here to be 
found, that is nobler or greater than high eating and drinking ; than tich dreſs, and hu- 
man applauſe; unlz{s you look for it in the wiſdom and Jaws of religion, Reader, if you 
vill reflect upon the vanity of all orders of life without piety, and ſee how all the ways of 
the wor l J, are only ſo many different ways of ercor, blindneſs and miſtake z you would 
ſoon turn from the creature, and ſeck for happineſs in the Creator, 

2 


5 Oer. 4 2790 
G IVE ear io my prayer, O Gov, and hide not thyſelf from my ſuppl 


tion, PsaLM lv. 1.—CurisT's aniwer ; Verily, verily, J jay unto yn, 
Wh:tfoever ye fha!l afk the Father in my name, he wall give it you, JOKN N. 
23. For the Father himſelf loveth you, ver. 27. He has promiſed: þ 
fore they call, I will anſwer; and whilſt they are ſheaking, I will hs, 


Is AI. Ixv 24. Therefore I jay unto you, What things foever you deſire I teret / 


ye pray, believe that you receive them, and you ſhall have them, MARK Ki. 24 


He that converſes much, and is humbly confident with Goo n 


rayer. ſhall certainly be heard: and theſe anſwers of prayer are un 
deniable evidences of the truth, faithfulneſs and love of Gov, a 


truſtin 
too m 
always 


greatly ſtrengthen his faith; and at laſt bring him to be intimateh] d hea 
acquainted with Him. The more we receive, the more we are en“ bel 


lightened to ſee how much there is ſtill wanting. This ſtirs us upt 
more frequent prayer, and to deſire evermore ; and the more we d 
fire, and believe that we {h,y1 receive it, the more ſhall be grantec 


| Unbelief receives nothing, Marr. xiii. 58. but faith opens all th 


treaſures of Gop, and never goes away empty. 


Becauſe on me they ſet their love, My grace ſhall anſwer when they call; 
F'll fave them, faith the LonpD; In trouble I'll be nigh ; 
II bear their joytul ſouls above My pow”r ſhall help them when they al, 


Deſtruction and the ſword, And raiſe them when they die, 


aht, 
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7 I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of CHRIST, GAL. i. 10, 

Let every one of us pleaſe his n:ghbour for his good lo edification, Ro. xv. 2. 
Fear or love of men, and hypocriſy, very often are nearly allied: 
4 man that flattereth his neighbour, 3 a net for has feet, PROv. xxix. 5. 
But he that rebukes a man afterwards, ſhall find more favour than he that flat- 


lere / / with the tongue, chap, xxviii. 23, 


Wr are ever inclined to extremes, even then when Gop hos begun his work in our 
fol. At one time we are apt to run into a falſe activity for the converſion of others, 
truſting too much on our own ſufficiency and ſtrength; at other times perhaps we fail into 
too much remiſſneſs and inactivity for the ſalvation of others. May the Lon p therefore 
always guide me to ſteer the middle courſe, ſo as to walk in all ſingleneſs and humility 
of heart, as weil as in true fervency of ſpirit, faith and love; that it may be ſaid, I 
* believe, therefore do I ſpeak,” Grant, O my dear Saviour, that I may ſhine as a 
light, and be uſeful to all about me; never ſeeking My own, but only the ſalvaijon and 
good of others, with unfeigned love, O that thy love may conſtrain me in all things 
Amen, | 


My own glory ſtill J ſeek, | Poiſon ſhall I draw from food, 
Still I covet human praiſe; | Sin from grace, and pride from thee ? 
ll in all I go, of ſpeaks, © forbid it, humble love! 
Thee I wrong, and rob thy grace: | Hide me, O my Father, hide 
And muſt that which is fo good | Far away this ſnare remove, 
| Evil prove to finful me? Save me from the ſin of pride, 
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EJEREBY we know that we are of the truth, and fall aſſure our het 
before ham, 1 JOAN iii. 19. 

THe evidence of our aſſurance of eternal happineſs, is that, whid 
every ſoul that makes any ſerious reflections in matters of religion, pam 
after: it 15therefore neceſſary to know upon what foundation this blek 
ed evidence is built, and from what princples it ariſes; and thoſe, | 
think, are chiefly faith, love. and obedience; ſince no man can hai 
this, that does not feel in himſelf the principle of obedience ; nor cu 
he have obeatence without the principle of love, nor love withoutthe 
principle of faith: for it is a notorious contradiction to imagine, tha 
any one can be aſſured of GOD Almighty's pardon, without obeying 


him; of his favour, without loving him; or of the eternal enjoyment 1 


of him, without a firm and ſtedfaſt belief n him. But here many 
miſtake the nature of theſe things; true belief in Gov reprelents hin 
to the mind infinite in glory, in power, wiſdom, in goodneſs, and in 
all perfections, with ſuch charms, ſuch beauty, ſuch lovelineſs ; as 0 
captivate and raviſh the affections of the ſoul, and {mite it with a divine 
love; true love reigns triumphant in the foul, engroſſes all its affect. 
ons, diveſts other objects of their charms, nay, makes them appea 
vile and contemptible in compariſon with the ſupreme good : true 


obedience ſtrives to pleaſe Gov, to reſemble him, to render itlelf a&| 


ceptable to him, and ardently deſires the enjoyment of him. 
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H E that ſuall endure unto the end, the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Mar r. xxiv. 12. 

Behold, J come quickly : hold that faſt which thou hajt, that no man take 
thy crown, Rev. iii. 11 Wherefore let him that thinketh he ſlandeth, luke 
heed left he fall, 1 COR. x. 12. | 


He that ſtands in faith, and by nature is of a chearful temper. mult | 


not magnify the meaſure of his own faith, and undervalue that of 
weaker fouls, for fear of falling away. He who knows the nature and 
power of temptations, will not diſcourage the weak, nor inſiſt too 


much upon particular enjoyments and ſenſible aſſurance, which are 


not the conſtant witneſs and marks of faith. The holy Spirit himſelf. 
is the earneſt and ſeal of adoption; who is to be known, not only by 


this joy, but by all his other fruits and operations. To truſt too much 
upon feeling, diſturbs our peace as ſoon as it is gone: but to rely to 
the word of Gop, prelerves a ſettled aſſurance. 


]esv, ſhall I never be | Settled peace I then ſhall find, 
Firmly grounded upon thee ? | When Jam renew'd in mind. 
Strong in faith I ſeem this hour, 


3 ak ol = Grant that ev'ry moment 1 
W May believe and feel thee uigh 
Plant and root and fix in me Stedfaſtly behold thy face, 


All the mind that was in thee : 'Stabliſh'd with abiding grace. 
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JF any man have not the ſpirit of CHRIST, (but the ſpirit of this world 
he is none of his, Rox. viii. 9. See alſo ver. 7, 8, 14. 


Fox not only groſs wickedneſs, but even a carnal mind, and *the 
friendſhip of this world, is enmity againſt Gop,” Parr. iii. 18, ty 
James iv. 4. But how do I know that I have the Spirit of Cut! 
Anſwer, I have prayed for him earneſtly ; this cannot be in vain 
Luke xi. 13. He works alſo hatred and ſorrow of fin, rebukes, com- 
forts, and drives me to Cur1sT, and to prayer. This is his abiding 
witneſs, built upon the word of Gop, which no man of this world 


but even the weakeſt believer, can have, 
Holy, and true, and righteous Lon d, | Within me thy good Spirit place; 
] wait to prove thy perfect will; Spitit of health, and love, and pow'r: 
Be mindful of thy gracious werd, Plant in me thy victorious grace, 
And ſtamp me with thy Spirit's ſeal, | And fin ſhall never enter more. 
The hatred of the carnal mind Purge me from ev'ry finful blot, 
Out ct my fleſh at once remove; My dols all be caſt afide ; 
Give me a tender heart, refign'd, { Cleanſe me from ev'ry evil thought, 


And pure, and full of faith and love, From all the filth of ſelf and pride. 
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fl V Hoſoever hath to ham ſuall be given, and he fhall have more abundantly. 

Marr. xiii. 12. For, the water that I ſhall give him, ſhall be in him | 
a well of water, ſhringing up into everlaſting life, Joux iv. 14. [if 
he Or the remarkable increaſe of the kingdom of Gop, even from the 
ig, | leaſt beginning, ſee allo Marr. xiii. 31—33, and that beautiful figure, | 
1? | Ezex, xlvii. 112. This well therefore being once opened to you, 
in | 1s highly neceſſary to draw evermore the living water out of rt by | 

prayer, ſince it runs freely then. But if you begin to be flothful, and 
| diſtracted, not abiding cloſely in Cur1sT, by true watchfulneſs, as in 
ing] the preſence of Gop, your ſpirit will be ſoon dried up; that after- 
ris, | wards you will hardly be able with the moſt anxious groans to draw 
is it were one ſingle drop out of the deep of this fountain. O Loxp! 


grant that I may uninterruptedly remain in thee and in thy preſence, 
and always live in thy communion, as the fiſh in the water. 
6 Glory to Gop that walks the ſky, But ah! how ſoon my joys decay, 
And ſends his blefling thro? : How ſoon my fias ariſe, 
That tells his ſaints of joys on high, And ſnatch th' heav*nly ſcene away 
And gives a taſte below. From theſe lamenting eyes! 
Chearful I feaſt on heav'nly fruit, When ſhall the wme, dear ]Jzsvs, when 
I And drink the pleaſures down, The ſhining day appear, | 
Pleaſures that flow hard by the foot That I ſhall leave theſe clouds of fin 
Of the eternal throne, 


And guilt and darkneſs here ? 


4 ( 284 


AST ye the unprofitable jervant into outer darknejs, there jual! be uti- 
ing and guad of teel/t, MATT. XXV. g0. 


Look at ths man, to whom his lord had given one talent: he could not bear the 
thoughts of uſing his talent according to the will of him from whom he had it, and 
there:ore lie choſe to make himſelt happier in a way of his own, © Lord, ſaid be, IK 
** the, that thou art a hara man, reaping where thou hadſt not ſown, and gathering 
* where thou hadſt not ſttcwto, &c, His lord having convicted him out of his own 
mouth, dilpatchea lim with uus ſentence, ** Caſt the unprofitable ſervant inte outer 
% gdatkiels,”” &c. Heie you fee how happy this man made himſelf, by not aQting 
» bolly accorging to his lord's will, It was, according to his own account, a happineſs 
mvurmuring and diſcontent 3 “ I knew thee, ſays he, that thou waſt a hard man;“ it un 
a happineſs of fears and apprchenſions; “ I was, ſays he, afraid ;'* it was a happineſs of 
vain labours and fruitleſs travels; ** 1 went, ſaid he, and hid thy talent;“ and afer 
having been awhile the ſport of fooliſh paſiions, tormenting fears, and fruitleſs labour, be 
13. xewarded with daikneſs, eternal weeping, and gnaſhing of teeth. Look at the ma 
with Ins five talents, “ Lo.d thou gaveſt me five talents, behold J have gained beſides then 
* five talents mere, &c, Here you fee a man wholly intent on improving his talents; 
he has no uneaſy paſſions, murmurings, vain fears, and fruitleſs labours, like the other, 
but his work proſpers in his hand, his heppineſs increaſes upon him, the bleſſing of fit 
becomes the blefling of ten talents; and he is received with a © Well done, good al 
4% faithful ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy lord.“ 


12 OcT. (- 205-3 
HROUG Il (vain) defire a man having ſeparated lumfelf, ſecteth and 


intermedaleth with all wiſdom, PROV. xviii. 1. But the fruit of the ſpirit 
it love, joy, peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſs, temperance, 


&c. Gal. v. 22, 2g. 


BawLinc, judging and reviling, does not become a chriſtian. The 
Loa p was not in the ſtrong wind, nor in the earthquake, nor in the 
fire, but in“ a ſtill ſinall voice,” 1 Kincs xix. 11, 12. He that takes 
offence at every thing, is ſtill blind; and who can bear nothing, is 
but very weak Such ſhould remember that it is ſaid, Deſtroy it 
not,“ &c. Isat. Ixv. 8. Not only the groſſer fort of diviſions, but 
alſo ſuch well-meaning particular ſeparations and alterations, as are 
imprudently made at improper times and places, do a great deal of 
harm, and diſturb the general harmony and mutual confidence of 
chriſtian brethren. For ſome religious exerciſes are good in them— 
elves, but brotherly love and harmony is better itill. Ihe true Spirit 
of Go is no ſettarian, makes no diviſions, is far from boaſting, and 
uſes no arts or cunning tricks, Thus you may try the ſpirits. 


Lo! what an enter-aining ſight When ſtreams of love fromCnz1isTthePpring 
Are breihren that agree, Peſcend to ev'ry ſoul, 
Br-thren whoſe chesrfol hearts unite And heav*nly peace, with balmy wing, 


In bands of piety |! Shades and bede ws the whole, 


= 16 © -# 


13 OcrT. i 


\ 


2860 ) 
B Y this ſhall ali men know that ye are my diſciples, if he love one anotha, 


Jon xi. 35. 


«Gep is love, and every one that loveth is born cf Gop;”” if we love one another a 
diſciples, and brethren of Ciix1sT, all ſaints as ſaints, not as of this or that party; and 
Love not in word, but in dev and in truth; and ſhew our love ſincerely and heartily by 
all proper means, in the werk and labour of love, this is to ourſelves, and to all men, 
proper, ſolid proof of diſcipleſhip; a clear teſtimony, that we have truly learned CnRIs, 
have his Spirit and his love ſhed. abroad in our hearts; that we are of the family and 
bouſhold of faith, and ſh. Il enjoy all the family privileges. This is a better evidence, and 
more convincing to all around us what we are, than all knowledge, gifts, attainments and 
outward privileges whatever, O Cop of love, cauſe me to love thee, and all thine, the 
poor, the weak, and the ſeeble, as well as the ſtrong; for all ars thine, 


Let party-names no more | 
The chriſtian world o*erfpread ; 
Centile and Jew, and bond and tree, 
4 Are one in CHRIST their Head. 


Let envy and ill-will 
Be baniſh'd far away; 

Thoſe ſhou'd in ſtricteſt friendſhip dwell, 
Who the ſame Lox p obey, 


Among the ſaints on earth | Then will the Church below 
Let mutual love be found ; Reſem le tbat above; 

Heirs of the ſame inheritance, Where ſtreams of pleaſure overflow, 
With mutual bleflings crown'd. | And ev'ry heart is love. 


1, OcT. > 
I} 4 TCH therefore, for ye know not what hour your Loxp doth come, 


Marr. xxiv. 42. 

To watch, is the wiſe exerciſe of a gracious ſoul, who is ſenſible of 
his own weakneſs, loves his Saviour, and fears to grieve his Spirit; who 
is well acquainted with the depth of corruption in his fallen nature; 
kes with mental eyes, the inviſible powers of darkneſs, and hearkens 
to the voice of his benevolent, watchful, adorable Shepherd. it im- 
plies a thorough awakened attention of the mind to its ſpiritual con- 
cerns; has the love of ]rsvus for its motive. and is attended with a 
hducial dependence on Cuk15T the Loxp for protection from, and 
ſtrength againſt all his enemies, together with ſupplies of grace in 
every time of need. If our religion be only in outward profeſſion, 
ü may paſs without watching; but if it is true grace in the heart from 
Jzsvs CHRIST, that ſacred treaſure will need to be guarded by cir- 
cumſpect watchfulneſs —The exhortation is to all Goo's children, 
neceſſary in every condition, in every ſtage of a chriſtians life; in 
youth, manhood, old age; in proſperity and adverſity; in the ſea- 
ns of conlolation, and in the times of temptation ; in company, and 
alone, 

O bleſſed Jesus, help me to watch and pray; let me be always 
ready ; keep me in thy love, and preſerve me by thy power, till my 
change all come. . 


15 Oer. ( 288 ) 


AS the heart panteth after the water-brooks, fo panteth my foul after the, 

A GoD. My foul thirfteth for Gop, for the living Gop, PSAL. xlii. 2 
3.— Divine anſwer ; Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to the . waters; 1 
he that has no money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea come, buy wine and milk with 
out money and without price. Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which 
is good, and let your foul delight itſelf in fatneſs, Isa1. lv. 1, 2. 

THERE is a great difference between a legal and a faint-hearted foul; 
the former is puffed up with ſelf righteouſneſs; the latter humbly thirſo 
after CtR15T's righteouſneſs ; therefore he is not under the law, bu 
has grace already It is only the child, or the new man actually bon, 
that can cry and thirſt, And though he cannot fo fully believe i 
yet to have ꝑ race, is one thing, and to feel and enjoy it, is another, 
Therefore let not the weak be confounded, which is done very eaſily 
the enemy himſelf contributing to it, as much as he can; but let it be 
declared, even to the weakeſt, that they are actually fav ed. as {00nu 
they are earneſtly panting — willing to receive all without prict 
Marr v. 3. 


Eternel wiſcom has ; repar' d | And b-ings immortal bleMngs down 
A ſoul-reviving feaſt, For each redeemed gꝑueſt. 

And tid- our longing appetites | O! glorious Gov, what can we pay 
The rich proviſions taſſe. | For favours ſo divine? > 

Jesus, the Gon, invites vs here We would devote our hearts alway, 
To this uiumphal feaſt, | To te for ever thsnc, 


b Ocr. S x 
long ſhall I take counſel in my ſoul, having forrow in my heart 


daily? PSALM xiii. 2.— God's anſwer ; Be careful for notMing ; but in 
nen thang by prayer and ſupplication with thankſgiving, let your requeſts be 
nade known unto GOD, PHIL. iv. 6. Commit thy way unto the Lord : truſt 
alſo in him, and he ſhall ſuſtain thee : he ſhall never ſuffer the righteous to be 
moed, PSALM Iv. 22. For he has done wonderful things ; his counſels of old 
ore faithfulneſs and truth, Isa1. xXxv. 1, 9. 


« Be careful for nothing,“ is a wall againſt a thouſand troubles, But if we give room 
w any cate aud unbelief ; it is like a leaven that ſpreads through all our actions. Theie- 
fore we ought never to deſpair in our lawful calling, but rely ia all things on the good 
providence and faithfulneſs of Gop ; firmly believing, that he will never fail to cairy us 
tho»gh the moſt difficult and intr.cate circumſtances, though there ſhould be ever ſo licile 
jearance for it in our own eyes. 


He that can daſh whole werlds to death, | The voice that rolls the ftars along 
And make them hen be ple-ſe, Speaks el! the promiſes, 

mh ek, ans that almighty end, | He ſaid, * Let the wide heav'n be ſpreadz” 
Cullils his great degrers, And heay'n was ftretch'd abroad : 

His very word of grace is ſtrong | « Abram, III be thy God,“ he laid; 


' As that Which Ltuilt the ſKes 


And he was Atram's Gos. 
: M7 - 
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to everlaſting ſalvation, Amen, 


17 Ocr. ( 290) 
mae #7 1 is done, REV. xxi. . 


Wurd Iss us bowed the head, and gave up the ghoſt, he ſaid, 1 is 2 d.— Ib 
arduous and important work of obedience and ſuffering, which I had undertaken in nm 
mediatotial capacity, is finiſhed, I have glorified my Father on earth; 1 have finiſh 
the work be gave me to do. 

Whey 11 tie redeemed are gathered, he who ſitteth on the throne, beholding thoſe ie 
had purchaſed by his blood, and brought to glory, rejoicing in theſe works of his hank, 
thus cxprefteth himſelf, It is done. The means and helps appointed for training you up, ai 
picparing you for x lory, are now ſuperſeded, being no longer neceſſary : The ſcaffel1ing 
now taken down, when the grand and plorious edifice in all it; parts is finiſhed, Thx 
* which is periect is come, and that which was in part is done away.” What depth 4 
wiſdom, what. beautiful diſpoſition in the arrangement of the various preparatory parts 
the plan, agreeatle to the eternal counſel of peace, and in the tendency of every one « 
them to periect the gloriovs work of redeeming love! How harmoniouſly conneQed il 
the links of the golden chain! Rom. viii. 29, 30. 

„This is the doing of the Lo xp, and is it not marvtlous in my eye? When receiv 
the Spirit that is of Gop, I ſee the things that are freely given of Gop, do I not ſee ad 
damire my dear IMMANUEL in the whole of the plan; in him the beginning and conſun- 
mation of this grand deſign ? Am I a part of the plan ? Is not his eye upon me, his bu 
about me? O ame zing wiſdom and love! ſtell no part be nel cted, can nothing fali 


the Redeemer's hand, ſhall e ven the weakeſt be ſupported, ſhall none be loſt; chall al 


his have eternal Ife ? Why then ſhould I fear? The mighty One will do al. his vom 
in me and for me. Is the proſpect by faith of this finithed worl. pleaſant and tran{portity 
what muſt the immediate beatific vifion be! O my Gon, I will live in hopes of one 
joining with a I the redeemed in the ſong of Moſes and the Lamb: keep me by thy port 
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8 OcrT, 3291 


I E muſt through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of Gon, AcTs 
xiv. 22. | herelore, {et us run with patience the race that is ſet before 
8%, HE B. xii. 1. Ye have not yet reſiſted unto blood, ſtriving againſt fin, ver. 4. 


How is it poſſible for any man to deny the ſtrivings againſt ſin ? 
For (1.) here we are plainly told. (2.) What is ſpoke of the conflict 
between the fleſh and the ſpirit, GAL. v. 17. is the very ſame. (3) The 
moſt experienced chriſtians are witneſſes to it. {4.) The word of 
Cob is {aid to be a ſword, our prayers a wreſtling, and our faith the 
victory. Thus our whole race conſiſts in ſtrivings and conqueſts: 
There is always an enemy to be conquered firſt, bales we can make 
a conſiderable progreſs in ſomething that is good: and none of our 
enemies is very ealily to be overcome, but ſome are very ſtubborn. 
Therefore courage and patience are required: and thus we may be 
lure to have the victory at laſt. 


Subdue thy paſſions, O my ſoul : | Lon p, I would conquer till I die, 
Maintain the fight, thy work purſue And finiſh all the glorious war. 


Daily thy riſing fins control, FFF Fre 
A y flying bour confeſs, 
nd bs tuy viet nes ever new. I gain thy goſpel freſh reno wn: 
The land of triumph lies on high, | And when my life and labours ceaſe, 
There are no fields of battle there x May I poſſeſs the promis'd crowas 
* 2 


9) OCT. (200-3 
A are juſtiſed freely by his grace, through the redempion that is in Je 

CHRIST: whom Gop hath fet forth to be a propitiation through falt 
in has blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the 1emaſfuon of ſins that are aj, 


RoM. iii. 24, 25. 


Jow ſweet are the words, “ by grace, without merit, ye are ſaved !** O an inexhaf, 
bl fountain of all comfort and divine ſtrength ! O how little are the generality of vain ad 
worldly people, who ſtill feed upon huſks, acquainted with theſe words! How little u 
they reliſned by our ſelf-righteous moral chriſtians! But O] how deliciouſly does a pox 
hungering ſinner fate upon them! there is hardly any thing leſs known and underitod 
as to the power and experience, than the myſtery of Cur1s T's ſuffering and dying for u 
and juſtification by faith in him; though it is the only paradiſe and element of believen 
and the greateſt jewel reſtored by the reformation, Such talking and repreſentations a 
ſirike the imagination, are not ſufficient ; but we muſt alſo feel the mortal wounds of fi, 
by which the fleſh is moitified, and be actually healed by the ſtripes of CHRIST. 


Gov, the great Gov, that rules the ſkies, | While I b-ho!d his bleeding love, 
The gracious and the juſt, His dyirg agonies. 
Makes his own Son a facr.fice ; | 


And here lies all our truſt. With ſhame and ſcrrow here I own 
: | How great mv guilt has been: 
Here rt, my faith, and ne'er remove; | This is m+ way t' approach the throne, 


Here let repentance riſe, 


And God forgives my fin, 


20 Ocr. 30 


VEE that ye fall not out by the way, Gr x. xlv. 24. 


losen having ſhewn himſcl' fully reconciled to his brethren diſmiſſe: them with this 
needful caution, © See that ye fall not out by the way; he Knew they were but too apt 
to be quazrel.ome z one might ſav, It was you that firſt upbraided him with his dreams ;“ 
mother, It was you that ſaid, Let us k II him;“ another, © It was you that fliipped him 
of his coat ;* another, It was you that thiew him into the pit ;* ancther, * Ir was you 
that fold him to the Iſhmaelites, &, Thus their journey to their father's houſe would be 
very uncomfur.able, if this ſpirit of quarrelling and upbraiding once got poſſeſſion of 
them, | 
Fellow chriſtians, what a leſſon is here for us? what ſays our Lord IE Sus to us? Love 
one another, live in peace; whatever occurs, “ let us not fall out by the. way.“ Are we 
not all brethren ? Have we not all one Father? Are we not all ſubje&ts of free and ſovereign 
pace? Are we not agreed in eſſential points? Are we not all finners by nature and 
practice? Have we not all one object of faith? Are we not all travelling the ſame road? 
0 then, why ſhou!d we fall out by the way! Suppoſe we be of differeat denominations, 
jet holding the ſame head, why cannot we love as brethren ? (the beſt and moſt enl ght- 
encd of #11 ** ſee but in part, through a glzſs darkly,” what a powerful reaſon is here for 
mutual forbearance ?) Let not the ſtrong deſpiſe the weak, nor the weak judye the ſtrong, 
Suppoſe our way ſhould part a little as to externals, yet all ſetting out from the ſame 
ſpiritual Egypt, all under the ſame leader, why may we not all hope to meet at laſt in 
the true Canaan ? Have we not open and ſecret enemies enow, but we muſt quarrel one 
with another? Satan, falſe profeſſors, and the ungodly werl! are unanimous in their op- 
poſition * » us ; let us be united, that they prevail not agaiuit us, FAiLIP, ii. 1. 2. 


13 


| 
| 


21 Ocr. C204 


HERE fiall I fend reſt ? —Anlwer; Thus ſaith the Lon p, flandy 

in the ways and fre; and afk for the old paths, where is the good wa; 
and walk therein, and you ſhall find reſt for your ſouls, Jzk, vi 16, der 
alſo MATT. x1. 29, 49. 


In our own ways there is nothing hut trouble; but giving ourſelve 
entirely up to be guided of Gov at his own pleaſure, we can alway 
be eaſy, ſince we know, that by every itep he brings us nearer to he 
ven. The only way to reſt, is the way of repentance and faith; in 
which we look always upon ourſelves CoM the beginning to the eng; 
not only as utterly loſt and condemned, but alſo as perfectly reconciled 
and juſtified maleſactors in Cukxtsr. Thus to abide in him, to let him 
work alone, and be truly reſigned to his ways, will certainly have the 
deſired effect; whillt by the righteouſneſs and workings of our own 
hearts we can never attain to it, or, which is worle, may be lulled 
into a falle reſt. 


Logo, I believe a reſt remains 
To all thy people known 

A ref where pure enjoyment reigns, 
Aud thou art lov'd alone. 


Where grief, and pain, and fear expire, 
Caſt out by perfect love. 


O that I now this reſt may know, 
Believe, and enter in! 
Areſt, where all our fouls defire | Now, Saviour, now the pow'r beſtow, 
And let me ceaſe from ſin. 


— 


Is fixt on things above, 


12 Ocr. CS 
YE are complete in im, COL. ii. 10. 


Tui k, O believer, with wonder and amazement, reflect with gra- 
wude and love, that, whilſt thou art deploring thy participation in 
the common ruin of the human nature, and mourning its ſad effects 
within thy foul, thou mayeſt yet look through all thine imperfection, 
ſalty, and unworthinels, to thy glorious Repreſentative, and ſee thy- 
elf complete in him. The law which would condemn thee, he has 
completely ſatished ;—the obedience which it requires, in order to 
thine acceptance with Gop, he hath completely paid; and that eter- 
nal life, from which thy finful imperfections muſt have for ever barr- 
ed thee, is now become thine unalienable inheritance, as the reward 
of his righteouſneſs, who lived and died for thee. Go forth then, and 
glorify him in heart and life; the more thou beheveſt in him, the 
more wilt thou love him; and the more thou loveſt him, the better 
wilt thou ſerve him; until he ſhall remove thee from this vale of fan 


and forrow, let this be thy ſong in the houſe of thy pilgrimage. 


To all my vileneſs, Cyr1sT is glory bright; | Sight tomy blindneſs, tomy meanneſs wealth; 


To all my mis'ries, infinite delight; Life to my death, and to my ficknefs health; 
To all my ign'rance, wiſe without compare; | To darkneſs light, my liberty in thiall, 
To my deformity, th' eternal fair; What ſhall I ey my CRR 18 T is all in all, 


v 4 


27 OCT. (290 - 
ILL ye ſpeak wickedly for Gor, and talk decertfully for him? a 
xiii. 7. Thy word is truth, JOHN xvii. 17. 

Wu Moſes ſaw an Egyptian and an Iſraelite ſtriving together, he 
killed the Egyptian, and ſaved the Iſraelite, Exod. ii. 12. But when 
he ſaw two Iſraelites ſtriving together, he laboured to reconcile then, 
laying, © Ye are brethren, why do ye ſtrive?” So when we read, o 
ſec the Apocryphal Books, or Heathen Story, or Popiſh Traditions, 
contradicting the Scriptures ; as for inſtance, Jacob curſeth the wrath 
and anger of Simeon and Levi, for murdering the Shechemites, Gry, 
xlix. 7. And Judith bleſſed Gop for killing of them, Jvp1ru g. 
Here, and in ſuch like places, let us kill the Egyptian, but fave the 
Iſraelite; ſet a value on the Scriptures, but flight the Apocrypha 
But when we meet with any appearance of ſeeming- contradiction in 
the canon of Scripture ; as where it is ſaid, © Gop tempted Abraham, 
GEN. xxii. 1. and“ Gop tempteth no man,” James i. 13. Here now, 
and in many other places, we muſt be reconcilers, and diſtinguili 
between a temptation of trial, which is from Gop, and a temptation 
of ſeducement, which is by the devil; and theſe two ſeeming di 
ferent friends, will appear to be brethren, and agree well, | 


24 Ocr. ( 297 ) 


ND Fofhua bleſſed hum, and gave unto Caleb the fon of Fephunneh, He- 
bron for an inheritance, JOSHUA XIV. 13. 
Ta ſv es that went up to view the promiſed land, all, except Caleb and Joſhua, made 
2 formidabl- r-y-rt of the gigantic inh2\itants of Hebron, ſaving, ** We are not able to go 
« up againſt the people, for they are ſtronger than we.“ Caleb, {anſwering well to hi: 
name, which ſignifies, All heart) “ tilled the people before Moſes, and ſaid, Let us go up 
& at once, and poſſeſs it, for we are well able to overcome.“ We are told he had another 
fpirit with him, and followed Gop fully, Moſes therefore, becauſe he wholly followed 
the Lo xD his Cop, was comms#ſiioned to make him a grant of all the land u hereon his feet 
had troden, which was the mountain of Hebron. Caleb was eighty five years old when 
e reminded Joſhua of this promiſe; he was forty when Modes ſ:nt him to ſpy out the 
knd; thirty-eight years the Lok p had kept him inthe wilderneſs, through the plagues of the 
eſert, and ſeven years in Canaan, through the perils of war; the city Hebron was already 
nduced, but the inhabitants had repaired to the faſtneiT.s ot the mountain, theſe he wanted 
1 diſpoſſeſs; afluring Joſhua, he had now the ſame firength of body and holy confidence 
n Cop to engage in this dangerous enterpriſe, as he had at forty years of age when he was 
ſeit as a ſpy. Joſhua bleſſed him, acknowledged his claim and deſerts, beſought Gop to 
piper him in his undertaking, and gave him the country; thus was his fidelity and up- 
tiutneſs rewarded, 
leader, ate vou like-hearted with Caleb? Ate you longing after Hebron, tnat is, com- 
muton with Gop ? Are you eager to fight againit your ſpititual foes, thoſe ſons of Anak, 
luſts, paſſions, devil and the world? If ſo, remember the promile, ** As your day is, fo 
hdl your ſtrength be found; keep vp fellowſhip with Gon, and no enemy ſhall be too 
firongfor you; beware of judging of enemies (by an eye of ſenſe) like the ſpies, lean not 
wo you own underſtanding, but follow Gop fully; eye the Captain of your ſalvation, fight 
W his tare and ſtrength, and you ſhall conquer every foe, 


Der. ( 298 ) 


MD it came to paſs, that at manight the Lon p ſinote all the firſt-born in th 
land of Egypt, from the f rſt- born of Pharaoh that fat on his throne, unto th 
firſt born of the captive that was in the dungton, Exop. xii. 29. 

Tas death of every firſt born of the Egyptians, carried ſo lively a 
reſemblance, and bore ſo natural a relation to their ſin in deſtroying 
every male of the Iſraelites, that they muſt needs perceive it was in. 
flited as a puniſhment for that very cruelty ; and conſequently mult 
conclude, that the Gop of Iſrael took particular cognizance of human 
tranſactions, and, ſooner or later, rewarded every man according to his 
works. Lhe gradual increale of the judgements inflifted on Egypt, i 
| ſomewhat remarkable, and equally expreſſive of the mercy and jul 


tice of Gop. The four firſt plagues were lotheſome, rather than fatal ii 


the Egyptians ; but aſter that of the flies, came the murrain, whac! 
chiefly ſpent its rage upon the cattle: the biles and blains reached bod 
man and beaſt, though there was {till a reſerve for life: The hail aut 
locuſts extended, in a great meaſure, even to life itſelf ; the firſt bya 
immediate ſtroke, and both conſequently by deſtroying the fruits of the 
earth: That of darkneſs, added conſternation to their minds, and lahe 
to their conſciences; and when all this would not reclaim, at length 
came the deciſive blow; firſt the exciſion of the firſt- born, and then the 
drowning of the incorrigible tyrant, and all his hoſt. “ Great andmar 
« vellous are thy works, O Loxp Gop Almighty! juſt and true a 
thy ways, thou King ol ſaints,” 


20 Ocr. ( 209 


D* AW me, we wil! run aſter thee, SOLOWOX's Song i. 4,—Divine 
anſwer ; I have lovea*thee with, an everiafting love 5 therefore with - 
kindneſs have I drawn thee, IE R. XXX1. 3. 

Maxy aud various are the ways the Almighty takes in bringing bis children to him- 
el, and to a knowledge of the things of their peace 3 ſometimes he draws by tne ſilken 
bands of love; ſumetimes by the ſtill ſmall voice of his Spirit; ſometimes by the cords 
of pain and fickneſs; ſometimes he drives them by the ſtorm and tempeſt of his broken 
law ; but the meſt effectually in giving his Son to die for them. Reader, pray always to 
him to make you ſenſible of the ſecret tender drawings of his love, and x lling to follow 
them directly. This praying slways is very needful, becauſe we are elways in want, and 
without being inftant and earneſt we cannot receive much, Therefore it is nut a had 
command, but a great benefit and privilege ; as if Gop ſhv]! ſay, You are a poor chill, 
aways wanting fornething, but you may always pray to me, and I wil! always hear, nd 
gt, and draw thee after me. 


O draw me, Saviour, after thee z | O that I as a little child, 

So mall J run and never tire: May follow thee, nor ever ref, 

V'ith gracious words fill comfort me; | Till ſweetly thou haſt pow'sd thy mild 
Be thou my hope, my ſole deſue : And lowly mind into my bteaſt. 

Free me from ey'ry weight: nor fear, Nur ever may we parted be 

Not fin can come, if thou art hee, | Till 1 become one ſrigy with thee, 


2s Oer. ( 2098) 


A ND it came to paſs, that at madnight the Lon p ſinote all the ferſt-born in th 
land of Egypt, from the firſt-born of Pharaoh that fat on his throne, unto th 
firſt born of the captive that was in the dungeon, Ex0D. xii. 29. 

Tax death of every firſt born of the Egyptians, carried fo lively a 
reſemblance, and bore io natural a relation to their ſin in deſtroying 
every male of the Iſraelites, that they muſt needs perceive it was in. 
flied as a puniſhment for that very cruelty ; and conſequently mult 
conclude, that the Gop of Iſrael took particular cognizance of human 
tranſactions, and, ſooner or later, rewarded every man according to his 
works. The gradual increale of the judgements inflited on Egypt, i 
ſomewhat remarkable, and equally expreſſive of the mercy and jul 
tice of Gop. Ihe four firſt plagues were lotheſome, rather than fatal t 
the Egyptians ; but aſter that of the flies, came the murrain, whic 
chiefly ſpent 1ts rage upon the cattle: the biles and blains reached bot 
man and beaſt, though there was {till a reſerve for life: The hail aut 
locuſts extended, in a great meaſure, even to life itſelf ; the firſt bya 
immediate ſtroke, and both conſequently by deſtroying the fruits of he 
earth: That of darkneſs, added conſternation to their minds, and lakhs 
to their conſciences; and when all this would not reclaim, at length 
came the decilive blow; firſt the exciſion of the firſt- born, and then the 
drowning of the incorrigible tyrant, and all his hoſt. -* Great andmar 
“ vc!lous are thy works, O Lox p Gop Almighty! juſt and true art 
thy ways, thou King of ſaints,” 


20 Ocr. 46 


D* me, we wil! run after thee, SOLOMOXN's Song 1. 4. — Divine 
anſwer ; I have lovea*thee vb an everiafting love : therefore with louing= 


” . vg 7 
lindneſs have 1 drawn thee, IEK. XXX1. 3. 


3 

Maxy aud various are the ways the Almighty takes in bringing bis children to him- 
ſel, and to a knowledge of the things of their peace z3 ſometimes he draws by the ſilken 
bands of love; ſumetimes by the ſtill ſmall voice of his Spirit; ſometimes by the cords 
of pain and fickneſs; ſometimes he drives them by the ftorm and tempeſt of his broken 
law ; but the moſt effectually in giving his Son to die for them. Reader, pray always to 
tim to make you ſenſible of the ſecret tender drawings of his love, and & lling to follow 
them directly. This pteying slways is very needful, becauſe we are elways in want, and 
mthout being inſtant and earneſt we cannot receive much, Thercfore it is nat a had 
command, but a great benefit and. privilege ;z as if Gop ſho]! ſay, You are a poor child, 
aways wanting ſomething, but you may always pray to me, and I wil! always hear, 4nd 
Giſt, and draw thee after me. 


O draw me, Saviour, after thee; O that Jas a little child, 

So mall I run and never tire: May foilow thee, nor ever 1ef, 

Vih gracious words ſtill comfort me; Till ſweetly thou hat poui'd thy mild 
Be thou my hope, my ſole deſue: And lowly mind into my bteaſt. 

Free me from ey'ry weight: nor fear, Nor ever may we par ted be 


Not fin can come, if thou art here. Till 1 become one ſpigys with thee, 


27 Oer. 11 


OS E. that honour me, I will honour ; and tiey that deſpiſe me, frail þ 
lightly eftcemed, 1 SAM, ii. 30. 


- 


THr1s is part of the prophet's meſſage to Eli, when he honoured his ſons above Gon; 
he had indeed reprove them, ſaying, © Why do ye theſe things? for 1 hear of you 
evil doing, by all the people.“ But he did not exert his authority in puniſhing them u 
they deſerved, when they N:ghted his r-proof, This was accounted by Gop as connivny 
at their Gn, He therefore acquaints him, that Hophni and Phineas, as they had findet 
together, ſhould die together, and his poſterity be cut off in the flower of their age, a 
from the Iigh prieſthood, Eli was not much affected with this prophecy, till the threab 
eaing was repeated by Samuel, an artleſs child, who did not know the voice of the Lon 
v)l Eh inftructed him. It appeared then much mors terrible than from the mouth i 
the prophet ; and led him humbly to acknowledge the juſtice of Gop, and to ſubmith 
the ſentence with a truly penitent heart. This is written for our admonition, Are ® 
valiant for the truth, regarèing neither father or mother, or the moſt tender relat, 
where the intereſt and honour of our God is concerned? Parents, let this be a Wang 
to you to train up your children in the fear of the Logo, 


The Lon Jrnovan calls, O harden not your hearts, 
Be ev'ry ear inclin'd: But hear his voice to-day 
May ſuch a voice awake each heart, Leſt ere to- morrow's earlieft dawn 


And captivate each mind, He call your fouls away, 


2 OcrT. r 


ABRAMA M againſt hope believed in hope, Rom. iv. 21. 


O my ſoul, thou having not like Abraham only one ſingle, but 
many thouſand promiſes and patterns of faithful believers before thee, 
it is fit that thou ſhouldeſt ſtrongly rely on the word in faith. And 
though the Lord delayeth his help, and the evil ſeemeth to grow 
worſe and worſe, be not weak, but rather ſtrong, and rejoice ; ſince 
the moſt glorious promiſes of Gop are generally fulfilled in ſuch a 
wondrous manner, that he ſteps forth to ſave us at a time when there 
is the leaſt appearance of it, nay the contrary follows; for in the 
greateſt extremities God is neareſt with his help. And this method 
he chooſes, that we may not truſt upon any thing that we ſee or fee!, 
a3 we are always apt to do, but only upon his bare word, which we 
can and muſt depend upon in every ſtate. 


How large the promiſe ! how divine, The Angel of the cov'nant proves, 
To Abrah'm and his ſeed! And ſeals the bl. fling ſure. 
„nn be a Gop to thee and thine, 


Supplying all their need,” | Our God, how faithfol are his ways 


His love endures the ſame ; 
The words of this extenſive love | Nor from the promiſe of his grace 
From age to age endure 3 Bluts out the ſinnei's came, 


2 


29 Ocr. (2) 
TY MEDIATELY IV conferred not with fe and blood, GA. i. 1h, 


For the king's commandment was urgent; much more the commandment 
of the King of kings, Dax. iii. 22. Therefore, be not ſlothful in ha- 
ntfs, Rom. xii. 11. 


Tur ſpeedieſt and eaſieſt method to accompliſh our deſire of over 


coming the evil and doing the good, is an immediate compliance with | 


our firſt convictions, without conferring with fleſh and blood. It we 
delay the work, we give room to other people without, and to Sata 
and to our ſinſul hearts from within, to perſuade us to the contrary; 
by which the flefh can eaſily renew its ſtrength, and the ſpirit willkk 
weakened, And what will be the conſequence of this? but, tha 
either we miſcarry in our deſign, or that the conflict will be afterwars 
ſo much ſharper ; and the good work, if not ſtifled, dropt entire; 
yet it will not be done ſo completely, and with ſuch ſingleneſs of hen 
as it ſhould be. But if we always narrowly watch our hearts, and 


are faithful, engaging direttly even with the leaſt oppoſition, tha 


our enemies will not be fo ſtrong, and we ſhall have no reaſon to & 


ſpair. 


Jr 8v, mighty to renew, I Take away my deriiog ſin, 
Work in me to will ang do; Male me willing to be clean 
Turn my nature's rapid tide, Mike me wiling-to receive 


Stem the torrent of my pride, What thy goodneſs waits to give. 


zo Oer. BE - ol 


NE ITHER yiild ye your members as inflruments of unrighteouſneſs unto 
fin : but yield yourſelves unto Gop, as thoſe that are alive from the dead; 
and your members as inſtruments of riz/utcouſneſs unto GOD, Rom. vi. 19. 


Ir Gop has my members as weapons and inſtruments in his hands, 
I ſhall certainly be able not only to work, but alſo to conquer, ſince 


he underſtands full well how to manage them. May the Loxy only 


give me grace not to wind myſelf out of his hands, elſe I muſt needs 
be like a dead, uſeleſs carcaſs. For how can a pen write alone, with - 
out being in the hand of a writer? It is true indeed, that it is very 
hard, nay impoſſible, to be really good, and do all that is good, if we 
undertake it alone; but God himſelf living and working in us, and 
we truly delighting in him, it is very eaſy and plealant. Therefore 
care is only to be taken, that our hearts may be always the working- 
place, arid our members the inſtruments of Gop, in which and through 
which he can perform every thing himſelf, 


Now God I ſerve, to him alone 
My thankful homage pay; 

My only maſter Cys isT, I own, 
And nim will J obey, 


The meaneſt, baſeſt inſtrument, 
His glory deigns to uſe, 


Servant of fin too long I was, 
But Cur1sT has ſer me tree 

To him my members I preſent, Glory to his victorious grace, 
Which he will not tefuſe; Which freely ranſom'd me, 


31 Ocr. 304 
TH E fear of man, bringeth a fnare,—Be not conformed to this world, i 


any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in Jum,  PROV. xxx 
25. ROM, xii. 2. 1 Joax Ii. 15. 


% 


How many people ſwell with pride and vanity, for ſuch things as they would not ko 
how to value at all, but that they are admired in the world? How feaiful are many 
having their houſes poorly furniſhed, gr themſelves meanly cloathed, for this or.ly reaſon 
leſt the world ſhould make no account of them, and place them amongſt low and mea 

people? How often would a man have yielded to the haughtineſs and ill- nature of othen, 
and ſhewn a ſubmiſſive temper, but that he dares not paſs for ſuch a poor-ſpirited man in tly 
opinion of the world? Many a man would often drop a reſentment, and forgive an affron 
but that he is afraid, if he ſhould, the world would not forgive him. How many wiſhy 
be real chriſtians, and would practice chriſtian temperance and ſobriety in its utmoſt pe 
fection, were it not for the cenſure which the world paſſes upon ſuch a life? Other hay 
frequent intentions of living up to the rules of the chriſtian religion, which they are trights 
from, by conſidering what the world would ſay of them. Thus does the impreſſion whid 
we have received from living in the world, enſlave our minds, that we dare not atteny 
to be eminent in the fight of Gop and holy ang-ls, for fear of being little in che eyesd 
the world. Reader, how is it with thee ?—art thou fill hanging between Gop and tie 
world? Confider for a moment, what can the world give thee in exchange for tbe f- 
vour of Cop? What can it help thee in fickneſs, death, and judgement? Make d 
ſerious refloction, and the ſnares of the world will ve broken at once, 


1 Nov. m 1 
AT the beginning of thy ſupplications the cammandment came forth, Dax. 


ix. 23. Continuing inſtant in prayer, Ro. X11. 12. 

As ſoon as we begin to pray earneſtly, the Lox p hears and figns our 
petitions to help and bleſs us: for every wp N is the pronouncing 
and ſealing of a bleſſing. It is true, we don't always obſerve it imme- 
diately ; but in due time we ſhall certainly receive even a viſible help. 
Therefore let us only go on, and put, as it were, one weight of prayers 
after another upon the ſcales of the ſanctuary: ſurely our greateſt diſtreſs 
will at laſt be overbalanced, and ſal vation brought down. But it is well 
to be obſerved, that we muſt alſo be watchful, and not act contrary to 
the intent of our prayers, which might provoke the Loxy to diſannul 
the ſigning of his FiaT (Grant) again, or at leaſt to delay his help. 
But when he tarries long, it is not his intention to- give us a denial, 
but rather make us more deſirous and earneſt that he may beſtow fo 
much upon us afterwards; for this delay he will certainly well re- 
compenſe, and grant us abundantly above all that we could aſk or think. 

Load, I will not let thee go, Friend of finners, King of ſaints, 

Till the bleſſing thou beſtow :; - Anſwer my minuteſt wants, 

Hear my Advocate divine; | All my largeſt thoughts r2quire 

Lo! to his my ſuit 1 join: Grant me all my heart's defire ; 

Join'd to his, it cannot fail, Give me till my cup run ver, 

Bleſs me, for I will prevail, | All and infinitely more, 


e (200) 


HE N the woman faw that the tree was good for food, and that it ws 

pleaſant to tle eyes, and a tres to be deſired to make one wife : fhe took if 

the g thereof, and did eat; and gave alſo unto her huſband with her, and it 

did eat, G Ex. iii. 6. Every man is tempied, then he is drawn away of hi 

oꝛon luſt, and enticed, Then when luſt has conceived, it brings forth fin, '&, 
JAMES 1. 14, 15+ 


Tuus one fin always begets another. By the eyes it ruſhes into the heart; from the 
heart it proceeds into the mouth, hands, and feet; from us it is transferred upon others 
and thus we go on finnitfg and falling deeper and deeper. Therefore we muſt ſet a ftrif 
guard over our eyes and ears; be very cautious, and reſiſt the leaſt beginnings of ſin, nd 
making l-gat of any: for the leaſt ſpa k of worldly luſt being entertained and cheriſhel, 
we eat of THE FORBIDDEN TREE ſtanding every where before us; and thereby a great 
fire may be kindled. Put having always our eyes fixed in all our converſation upon the 
preſence of Gop in Canis r, ſo as to walk continually in the light, and direct ly to quell 
the leaſt inward motion of evil; they will never break forth into groſs cutwerd fins, but 
we ſhall daily grow in grace. May the Lok p enable me to practiſe this good leſſon, and 
watch himſelf continually over my heart, eyes, lips, and all other ſenſes and thoughts, 


With my whole heart I ſeek thy face, | Thy word I hide within my heart 
O let me never ſtay To keep my conſcience clean, 
From thy commands, O Gop of grace, And be an everlaſting guard 


Nor tread the finner's way. | From ev'ry rifing fin, 


The wounded felt immediate eaſe, 


z Nov. (997-14 
TH E preaching of the croſs is to us, which are faved, the porver of Gon, 


1 CoR. i. 18. 


O rut I might always feed upon, and experience its power, till I 
have obtained a complete victory. Whoſoever was bit by the fiery 
ſerpent, looking upon the brazen ſerpent, lived, Nuas. xxi. 9. Thus 
always to look upon Carisr crucified, is the one thing needful, from 
which all other bleſſings flow, Join iii. 14, 15. O Lord, grant that 
the eyes of my faith may be immoveably fixed upon thee, upon the 
croſs ; ſa as to be entirely healed at lat: for as long as I hve, I feel 
the biting of the old ſerpent, therefore muſt I alſo look upon thee 
continually, 


So did the Hebrew prophet raiſe | High on the croſs the Saviour hung, 
The brazen ſerpent high ; High in the heav'ns he reigns : 
Here ſinners, by th* old ſerpent ſtung, 


The camp forbore to die. Look, and forget their pains, 


Look upward in the dying hovr, 8 | When God's own Son is lifted up, 
And live, the prophet cries ; A dying world revives ; 
But Cyr 1sT performs a nobler cure The Jew beholds the glorious hope, 


Th” expiring Gentile lives, 
X 2 


When faith lifts vp her eyes, 


| 


4 Nov. ( 308 ) 
7 E law is not made for a righteous man, to condemn him, 1 T1x, 1. 


Fox he being dead to the law by the death of CHRIST, and living 
to Gop in righteouſneſs, the law can condemn him no more than! 
dead man, or one that liveth in heaven already, nay CuRIST himſelf; 
for it condemns only the ſin, but he is in CHRIST, without ſin; thi 
fin being aboliſhed, the wrath and curſe of the law is alſo removeg 
and grace and bleſſing reſtored in its place. Cur1srT has taken all his 
ſins upon himſelf, and imparted his own perfect obedience to the lay 
to him; therefore in Curist he has fully ſatisfied all the demands 
the law, and is entirely free from its dreadful denunciations in hy 
conſcience; the blood of Car1sr cleanſing us from all fins, and cos. 
ſequently from an evil conſcience, Hx R. ix. 9—14. chap. x. 22. Being 
ſprinkled and covered with his blood and golden robes of grace, the 
Lok is perfectly pleaſed, and does not find fault with us any more, 
It makes interceſhon for us with Gop, crying continually ** Abby 
Abba; mercy, mercy ; peace, peace;“ and obtains grace, pardoꝶ 
life and ſalvation. | 


Blood has a voice to pieree the ſkies ; Pardon and peace from Gon on high: 
Reyenge, the blood of Abel cries : * Behold, he lays his vengeance by; _ 


But the dear ſtream when Cu RTS T was ſlain, And rebels that deſerve his ſword, 
Speaks peace as loud from ev'ry vein. Become the fav'tites of the Lon», 


5 Nov. ( 3099 ) 
TH ERE is none hike unto the God of Fefſurun, who rideth upon the hea- 
ven in thy help, and in huis excellency on the ſky, Dur. xxxili. 26. 


Ix theſe laſt words to Moſes, we have the glory of Gop ſet forth in the communica- 
tion of good to Gop's Iſrael, The whclz univerſe Gop hath made for his own uſe, to 
de his chariot for him to ride in; as is repreſented in Ezekiel's viſion. In this chariot 
Gop's ſeat or throne is heaven; where he fits and governs, This viſible univerſe, ſub- 
jet to ſuch continval changes and revolutions, we may compare to the wheels of his 
chariot, Gop's providence is repreſented by the motion of the wheels: he brings to paſs 
his own counſels in the lower world, and manages and directs all, as a man doth his cha- 
not, which he turns as it pleaſeth him. How ſafe then muſt they be who are under the 
wing of the Gop of Jeſhurun, who find him reconciled to them by the death of his Son, 
and feel themſelves reconciled to him by the power of his grace! © He rideth on ihe hea- 
* yens for their help,“ and none can outflrip his progreſs, or obſtruct his purpoſe, Verily, 
he it is that giveth ſtrength and victory to his people; bleſſed be Gop! Reader, Is the 
Cop of Jeſhurun, the Gop of Iſtael, thy Gop ? Is he who rideth on the heavens thy 
belp? Does thine heart truſt in him alone, and does his grace ſubdue thine outward ini- 


quities, and thine inbred corruptions? Is he who rideth on the ſky thy excellence? Does 


he ſeem only excellent in thy eyes, and cauſe thee to excel in virtue ? Has he planted thee 
among his excellent ones of the earth, and made thze to abound in faith and love, and 
ſwits of righteouſneſs? If the Loxp is not thy help, alas! thou wilt be 1430 by fin, 
and prove a ruined ſoul, If the Logo is not thy excellence, thou art ſtil an apoſtate ſpi- 
it, a ſtranger unto Gop, and to his CyrisT., Awalce, ariſe and call on God ; his ear 
1s open unto prayer; and thou art yet on mercy's ground: O call upon him ſpeedily, 
ind cry unto him earneſtly, that thou periſh not. 
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6 Nov. E 


ET your converſation be without covetouſneſs, and be content with fuck 
things as ye have, HeB. xiii. 5. For they that «ill be rich, fall int» 
temptation and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful lufts, which drown 
men in perdition and de ſtrudtion « : for the love of money is the root of all cuil, &e, 
t I 1M. vi. 9, 10. 


0 
W 


A covzrous man is called an idolater, and has no part in the kingdom of Gop: bit 
who believes that he is covetous ? New here you ſee, that every one is actually covetou 
who is not content with what he has. And what ſays the apoſtie of ſuch as will be rich? 
Trry FALL. Not only, it was poſſible for them to fall: no, they aQtually fall 
O reader, be frightened; deſtroy the covetous deſires of thy heart, and keep it diſentu- 
gled from temporal things; for who knows how ſoon you muſt go out of this world, and 
leave every thing behind? Away from it with thy heart, elſe thy death will be very hard, 
The Chriſtian's motto is, Gon AND ENOUGH: for he that has God, is content; and 

conſequently always rich 3 even in poverty. And that muſt be a covetous matt 
indzec, who has not enough, having Gov, O Lory, make me ſo free by faith from the 
love of earthly things, that I may equally praiſe thee, whether thou be pleaſed to give me 
ſomething, or take it away ſtom me; and that I may never covetouſly refuſe that i 
others or to myſelf, that thou haſt given, and ſhould be beftowed upon us, 


The rich young man whom Ixs us lov'd, | His love of earthly treaſures prov'd 
Should warn us to forbear ; A fatal golden ſnate, Manx 2+ 


24 


Nov. 1 
74 E foul of the diligent ſhall be made fat, Pxov. xiii. 4. 


You are concerned for having no more grace, What is the reaſon? Perhaps you are 
indo'ent, careleſs, and unfaithful, And though you have no warrant even for an hour to 
Lye, yet umeaſonably you ſuppoſe to have time enough; therefore you are not ſcrious, 
(iligent, and fervent in praying for ſufficient ſtrength, to be always prepared, and have 
boldneſs in death. No wonder, if you do not immediately reſiſt fin, that it grows 
ſtrong, and you are always weak and diſcouraged, And how can you expect to receive 
more grace, if you do not faithfully improve what little you have? If „ou would but di- 
lgently and faithfu:ly apply yourſelf to the word and prayer, Gop would certainly not be 
wanting on his part to fulfil his promiſes, and give you enough: but not otherwiſe. For 
it is well to be obſerved : and we muſt know it once fer all, that there is no ſuch thing 
3 making any progreſs in grace and carrying our point, unleſs we are mindful of our- 
klyes, watching and praying againſt all ſins, and whatever may be an hinqerance on one 
hand; and following with all diligence that which is good, and what may be a further." 
ance on the other, It is not enough to uſe soME, but we muſt ufe arr diligence ; 


and according as our grace is increaſed, our diligence muſt incrcaſe alſo; ſince it gees 
quinſt the ſtream. | 


Right to reſiſt the ſinful pow'r, ; We muſt be watchful ev'ry hour, 
Requires a ſtrong reſtraint ; And pray, but never faint, 
x 


8 Nov. ( 312 ) 


IN lorolineſs of mind let each efteem other beiter than themſelves, PH II. ii. g. Ben 
* ye one another's burdens, and fo fulfil the law of Cu Rx IST. For if a man think 
tamfelf to be ſomething, &c. But let every man prove his own work, and then | 


all have rejoicing in himſelf alone, and not in another, GAL. vi. 2, 3, 4+ 


Ir we were truly humble, and looked upon ourſelves as the moſt 
miſerable of all, we ſhould willingly ſubmit to all adverſities, and pat 
ently bear the burdens and infirmities of others, conſidering, that Gov 
has born with us a great deal more. Obſerving therefore the faults df 
our neighbour, we mult not forget our own. . in other thing 
we are weaker than he. This muſt reſtrain us from judging raſhly, at 
{ſpeaking unadviſedly to others; but firſt, we ſhould ſpe to God 
about it, and then try with gentle means to bring them to rights again. 
Nay, the beſt method is to- conſider our neighbour on the good, and 


_ ourſelves on the bad ſide : and to ſee whether we can excuſe him, and 


accuſe ourſelves. And if his fault could not be excuſed in any mannes 
we muſt not ſuffer him to ſtir up our corruption, but come in with 
prayer between Gop and him, to plead his cauſe before his throne m 
hearty love. This requires more than cenſorious judging, It is very 
ealy to find fault with others, but to ſhew love, and reſtore them by 
prayer and brotherly correction, is quite another thing. 

Bleſs'd are the fouls, who ſtand afar Gop will ſecure their happy ſtate, 

From rage and paſhon, noiſe and war; And plead their cauie againk the great, 


g Nev. 3 

we U openeſ thy hand, and ſalisfieſt the deſire of every living thing, PSAL. 

cxlv. 16, 

Wuo conſiders theſe words enough? The hand of Gop being my 
capital cellar and ſtorehouſe, is it not a ſhame to be anxiouſly careful for 
anything? Has the Loxo all things in his hand? then ſurely I ſhall 
receive what he has for me; none will be able to withhold it. Faith has 
always a free acceſs to the treaſures of Gon, who is never wanting. 
Chriſtians have their cheſts, cellars, and treaſures in ſuch a high place, 
even in Gov, that no thief can rob them, and they are ſure to have 
enough in Gop. And though the Lok o ſhould try them with want a 
little while, yet he relieves them in due time: their bread muſt rain from 
heaven, rather than that they ſhould be left without. You need not, 
ys Cur1sT, ſeek theſe other things, ſtraight they ſhall be brought to 
you, if ye only abide in me. If this does not comfort and ſtrengthen 
us, nothing elſe will. Now many rely on their full pockets, and purſes, 
but if they had true faith, it would be enough that they believed and 
had it in Gop's hand, purſe and cheſt, If the Lok sp is pleaſed to be- 
ſtow ſome proviſion upon him, he bleſſes him for it, and is careful to 
apply it well. But if he thinks proper to deny it him, he 1s equally 
content and chearful. 


The Lon p is good, the Lon vo is kind; And the whole race of man ſhall find 
| Great is his grace, his mercy ſure ; His truth from age to age endure, 
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10 Nov. C218 3 


N D they withſtood Uz2iah the king, and ſaid unto him, It appertaine, 
not unto thee, Uzziah, to burn incenſe unto the Lok p, but to the priefts, 
the fons of Aaron, that are conſecrated to burn incenſe. Go out of the ſanfuary, 


for thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither ſhall it be for thine honour from the LoD Gon, 


> Cor. xxvi. 18, 


IIr R is the only blot we find on the name of Uzziah: As long as he ſought the 
Lob, and worſhipped him according to divine appointment, Gop made him to proſper, 
God helped eim marvelicuſly, till he was ſtrong; bat when he was ſtrong, his heart was 
lifted u to his own deſtruction. He was not content with the hononrs Gop had put 
upon him, but wouls ufurp thoſe that were forbidden him, like cur firſt parents, The 
chief prieſt, and other priefts, were ready to burn incenſe tor the king, according to the 
duty of their office; and pliinly acquainted him, that if through a miſtaken zal, he of- 
ſered to do it himſelf. he would ncur the wrath of Gop, and ſuffer for it; but this 
ſerved orly to excite his wrath, all he felt the judgment of Cor's hand in his puniſhment, 
Though he ftrove with the pri-fts, he would not ſtr ve with his Maker, but retired as 
fuon as he was ſmitten with the leproſy, We ſee in the preſent inſtance, as in many 
others, that“ the Gon we have to do with is a jealous God,“ who expects all that ſerve 
him ſhall do it according to his own inftitution:, Do you, Reader, come to him in the 
way of his appointments, Take care that you come not with unhallowed fire before the 
Lon p, leſt you be alſo ſmitten, The incenle of our prayers muſt be by faith put inte 
the hards of our Logp Jxsvs, the great H:gh-prieft of our profeſſion ; elſe we ſhall fi 
ourſelves ceceived, it we expect it ſhould have acceptance with Gop, 


— 


i1 Nov. 


28 the Loxp, will beautify the meek with ſelvation, Party cx 4o 
And if ye ſuffer for righteouſneſs fate, fa hy are Je, 1 Pur in. 4. 
PSALM Xx. 17. XXll, 26. XXXVil, It, xlviii. 10. Isa1an liv. 11. 


All this is for the humble and poor in ſpirit, Ho does that agree 
poor, and yet bleſſed? O, yes, poor in outiaves, but bleſſed and g glo- 


nous in CHRIST. 


are not truly ſenſible of our miſery ; but when we are come quite low, 
let us confidently lay hold on Cusn ist, and we ſhall be bleſſed : for all 
is ours. We may ſay, O Log, if thou art a glorious help to the needy, 
lo! here is want and miſery enough; therefore I come with all ”y 
want and poverty to the ſulneſs of thy grace and riches, with my dark 
neſs to thy light, with my death to thy life. Grant that all my rh 
may be ſwallowed up by thy goodneſs and glorious deliverance. Mine 
innumerable wants I ſet before thee, as lo inany empty veſſels, and 
deſire to have them filled with thy ſpiritual and heavenly bleilings. 


O might I hear thy heav'rly tongue How would my leaping heart rejoice; 
But whiſper, ** Thou art mine!“ Ard think my heav'a ſecurs! 

Thoſe gentle words ſhould raiſe my long I truſt the all-creating voice, 
To notes almoſt divine, And faith deſires no more, 


141 
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If we never experience his glory, the reaſon is, we 


12 Nov. | ( 
BE renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, Een. iv. 23. 


O Loxv, grant that I may daily and hourly repent, have evermore 
a tender feeling of my ſins, that by the power of thy death the old 
man may be crucified, and by the power of thy reſurrection the new 
man may riſe up, and grow daily more and more in thy favour. Let 
me ever be in earneſt, and look upon every day as the very firſt and 
the very laſt ; that with each I may, as it were, begin anew to work 
out my ſalvation with fear and trembling, and ſo be always prepared 
for death and eternity. Give me grace to ſurmount all difficulties, and 
to avoid every thing that may prove a torment of conſcience in the hour 
of death. And as there is no ſtanding ſtill, I humbly beſeech thee to 
ſtir me up daily and hourly more and more, that I may make all 
haſte, and * give all diligence to make my calling and election ure,” 


Lon v, I am vile, conceiv'd in ſin; | The law demands a perfect heart; 
And born unholy and unclean ; But we're defil'd in every part. 
Sprung from the man whoſe guilty fall 
Corrupts the race, and taints us all, 


Great Gop! create my heart anew, 
And form my ſpirit pure and true: 
Soon as we draw our infant breath O make me wiſe betimes to ſpy 
The ſeeds of ſin grow up for death; | My danger and my remedy, 
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13 Nov. E 

H E has diſperſed, he has given to the poor; his righteouſneſs endures for ever, 
PsA1.M CxX11. 9. In the morning ſow thy feed, and in the evening withhold 

wt thy hand, ECCLEs. xi. 6. 


Tuos z that lay up treaſures on earth, ſuffer nothing to lie long uſeleſs, but lend it 
out as faſt as they can; and ſuch as deſire to reap ſoon and plentifully, are careful to ſow 
ſoon and plentifully, Therefore lend and ſow ye alſo in good time; for there may be 
tim's when you cannot ſhew charity, or at leaſt not ſo largely. We muſt not pretend 
to pay the debt of charity with ſome poor mites and pence, If you will give ſomething, 
give hountifvlly ;z take your hands full, as if you were a ſowing, like the poor widow 
vith her two mites, which ſhe ſowed out freely, though it was her whole ſubſtance, But 
the rich ones were not ſo liberal, but eovetouſly offered only what they could ſpare very 
well, Is it not ſaid z we ſhoula ſow, and conſcquently take hands-full; for Gop loveth 
achearful giver, and will in his turn diſpenſe again bountifvily to you, that ye ſhall have 
ſufficiency in all things to every good work, (But Gos diſpenſing ſo bountifully to you, 
why ſhould you then grudge him any thing, or make only ſuch poor returns ?) For 
what we do to our neighbour, is the ſame as if it were done to Gop himſelf; if done in 
ach and love. 


Awake, my zeal, awake, my love, Awake, my charity, and feed 
And ſerve my Saviour here below, The hungry ſoul, and cloihe the poor x 
In works which all the ſaints above, In heav'n are found no ſons of need; 


Which holy angel; cannot do, There all theſe duties are no more. 


12 Nov. 5 
BE renewed in the ſpirit of your mind, E H. iv. 23. 


O Loxv, grant that I may daily and hourly repent, have evermore 
a tender feeling of my ſins, that by the power of thy death the old 
man may be crucified, and by the power of thy reſurrection the new 
man may riſe up, and grow daily more and more in thy favour. Let 
me ever be in earneſt, and look upon every day as the very firſt and 
the very laſt ; that with each I may, as it were, begin anew to work 
out my ſalvation with fear and trembling, and ſo be always prepared 
for death and eternity. Give me grace to ſurmount all difficulties, and 
to avoid every thing that may prove a torment of conſcience in the hour 
of death. And as there is no ſtanding ſtill, I humbly beſeech thee to 
ſtir me up daily and hourly more and more, that I may make all 


haſte, and “ give all diligence to make my calling and election ure,” 


Lon v, I am vile, conceiv'd in fin ; | The law demands a perfect heart; 
And born unholy and unclean ; But we're defil'd in every part. 
Sprung from the man whoſe guilty fall | 


. ! te my heart anew 
Corrupts the race, and taints us all. Great Gov! create my O's 


And form my ſpirit pure and true: 
Soon as we draw our infant breath O make me wiſe betimes to ſpy 
The feeds of ſin grow up for death; My danger and my remedy, 
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H has diſperſed, he has given to the poor; his righteouſneſs endures for ever, 
PsA1M cxii. 9. In the morning ſow thy feed, and in the evening withho!d 

wt thy hand, ECCLES. xi. 6. 


Tuos that lay up treaſures on earth, ſuffer nothing to lie long uſeleſs, but lend it 
out as faſt as they can; and ſuch as deſire to reap ſoon and plentifully, are careful to ſow 
ſoon and plentifully. Therefore lend and ſow ye alſo in good time; for there may be 
umes when you cannot ſhew charity, or at leaſt not ſo largely. We muſt not pretend 
to pay the debt of charity with ſome poor mites and pence, If you will give ſomething, 
give hountifvlly ; take your hands full, as if you were a ſowing, like the poor widow 
vith her two mites, which ſhe ſowed out freely, though it was her whole ſubſtance, But 
the rich ones were not ſo liberal, but covetouſiy offered only what they could ſpare very 
well, Is it not ſaid z we ſhoula ſow, and conſcquently take hands-full; for Gop loveth 
a chearfol giver, and will in his turn diſpenſe again bountifvily to you, that ye ſhall have 
ſufficiency in all things to every good work, (But God diſpenſing ſo bountifully to you, 
why ſhould you then grudge him any thing, or make only ſuch poor returns ?) For 
what we do to our neighbour, is the ſame as if it were done to Gop himſelf; if done in 
fach and love, 


Awake, my zeal, awake, my love, Awake, my charity, and feed 
And ſerve my Saviour here below, The hungry ſoul, and clothe the poor x 
In works witich all the ſaints above, In heav'n are found no ſons of need; 


Which holy angel; cannot do, There all theſe duties are no more. 


* 


14 Nov. ( 318) 


72 ſhall redeem Iſrael from all hus iviquities, PSALM cxxx. 8. O the hije 
*-* of Iſrael, the Saviour thereof in time of trouble, IR EN. xiv. 8. In wratk 
remember mercy, HABAK. iii. 2. 


" DxsPA1R not, O my ſoul, in any tribulation or conflict, as if it were impoſſible to ont. 
come it, The all-healing word of Con contains advice and comfort for all caſes, The 
LoxD being thy helper in all adverſities, and able to tura the ſharpeſt afflictions into the 
greateſt bleſſings, he would never ſmite, nor withhold ſomething from thee, if he ws 
not willing alſo to heal, and give thee ſomething better in its place, O Loxy, I tu 
thou wilt carry me through all cifficulties, Though my miſery and weakneſs were everh 
great, yet there is nothing too great for thee ; it is all one to thee, to help in great or lit- 
tle difiiefles ; ray, the more J am ſurround d with grief and weakneſs, the more wilt tha 
Pity, ſpare and nouriſh me, as a tender mother does the leaſt of all her children ; and the 
more there will be occaſion for thee to ſhew thy mighty ſalvation z for the leaſt is impob 
ſible to me, but the greateſt ard moſt diſſicult things are poſſible and very eaſy to thee, The 
ſharper and longer my diſtreſs and conflicts have been, the nearer, greater, and ſweete, 
] truſt, will alſo be my victory and faivation ; and I ſhall not be tempted above meaſure, 
Yes, the Loxp will aſſiſt me to conquer al, even the moſt ſlubborn enemies. 


There's full redemption at his throne 
For finners long enſlav d; 
2 + 


The great Redeemer is his Son: 
And Iſracl ſhall be ſav'd. 
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115 Nov. 5 a 
HERE is an accurſed thing in the midſt of thee, O Tfrael ; thou canſt 
not. ſtand before thine enemies, nbi you take away the acrurſed thing from 


among you, Josnv, vii. 13. See allo 2 Pr T. 1. 4. Having eſcaped the 
orruption that is in the world through tuft. 


Tux entertaining of every worl ly luſt, and indulgence of any known wilful fin, is ſuck 
in accurſed thing, by which we are deprived of the power of Gop that we cannot ſtand 
before our enemies. Behold therefore the ſeverity of Cob, JusH. vii. 21—26, and be 
more earneſt, Make ell haſte to flee ſrom the luſt of the world, eſpecially from the luft 
ef the eye, which is the love of money. What more needful than to break off, even the 
moſt ſubtil and ſpecious bands of unrighteouſneſs, Unleſs the ſplinters of the unjuſt 
mammon be taken out, the wound cannot be healed up, Nay, examine thyſclf eloſely 
in other things, and whatever finful luſt harbours in thy breaſt, be faithfol to put it off, 
and flee from it, elſe you muſt not wonder at your being lo weak in (pirit. He that does 
not reſiſt the ſinful motions of his heart, will alſ9 very eaſily give a looſe to his hands and 
ungne. But he that immediately ſubdues the inward corruptions, will certainly be preſero- 
d from their breaking out in finful actions. O Logn, deliver me from all accurſed 
tings, and keep my heart always under thy cloſeſt inlpection and diſcipline. Amen. 


Why ſhould my paſſion mix with earth, Why ſhould T cleave to things below, 
And thus debaſe my heav*'r.ly birth? And let my Gop, my Savicur go? 


16 Nov. 1 
T fbhor myſelf, and repent in duſt and afſies, Jos xiii. 6. 


My dear Reader, reflect a moment who it was that made this ce 
feſſion, and conſider the many excellencies that he had; fee chap. xxif 1x } 
Doubtleſs you will be ready to aſk, why this ſelf-abhorrence ? what dÞtrive'o 
this man want? Let me give the anfwer for you; Before his eyes ways ** 
opened, the very thing that you do, if in the like confidence; and d N 
want of which makes every man vile and deſpicable in the pure ef gore 
of Gop, ſelt-knowledge, or humility. Elihu charges Job home wiffown g: 
an undue opinion of his own righteouſneſs ; and Gop, who by ſtraſ Man 
upon ſtroke, and not one too much, had brought him to the dunghi 
is repreſented as carrying on the ſame accuſation againſt him. 
whole iſſues in Joe's humiliation, as a moſt important leſſon of 
ſtruction to all mankind, never to ſtand upon their vindication wi 
Gop; and the book, in this view of it, is preparatory to the gos 
and a ſtriking comment on thoſe words of St Paul and the Pſalmiſt, * 
& have ſinned and come ſhort of the glory of Gop ; in thy fight 
© no man living be juſtified, Gop be merciful to me a ſinner; N 
hard prayer. One eye upon the perfection of Gop's law, and anoll 
upon your own heart, may poſſibly bring you up to it. | : 


Nov. „ 
A ND they fing a new ſong, ſaying, Thou art tworthy to take the book, and 
open the feals thereof ; for thou waſt flain, and haſt redeemed us to Go by 
thy blood, out of every A red, and tongue, and people, and nation, REV. v. g. 


* 


Ix heaven we ſhall have a perfect knowledge of fin, far beyond any thing we now con- 
Five of it, in conjunction with the greatneſs of our del verance; and the glory of redeem- 


exerciſe and difficult work of faith, to fee fin and Cnr ISF at the ſame time, or be pene- 
trated with s lively ſenſe of our deſert, and abſolute freedom from condemnation, But the 
JF more we know of both, the nearer approach we ſhall make to heaven; and we are our 
Vi own greatett enemies, if, together with the fulleſt comprehenſion of ſin, and the deepeſt 
ol humiliation for it, we do not loo! ſteadily unto JEsus, and fee it taken away by the 
Lib of Cop. This, though continually repeated by the heavenly choir, is called their 
no ſong ; becauſe it is always matter of as great joy to them, as it they had never ſung it 
before ; and bec-uſe the love of Gord and ef CunrisT in their redemption, is always 
F opening upon them with new and increaſing wonde:s. O my ſoul; let nothing, let not 
| 5 fin, hi:der thee from beginning it now, 


He wor hy is bl ſt | By Jesv's blood-ſhedding, 
Ry-ipiriis at reſt, His burial and ſmart, 
Who ence in this deſert | 


* JOE YA 
His Godhead Ch ens Us 


To him that was ſlain, 
The ſcorn'd Nazarene, 
My ſoul hear a pert, | Be glory and honour; 
For ramom'd thou art Let all ſay, © Amen.“ 


ing mercy, well be the eternal ground of our love and adoration, On earth, it is the great 


18 Nov. 1 ) 
FOL LOW me, Luk x v. 27. And endure hardneſs as a good ſoldier i 


CnrisT, 2 TI X. ii. 3. 


He that ſtrenuouſſy endeavours to break his own will in every thing, and reſoluteh 
overcomes his natural averſion to prayer, loves humility, and every good work, ſhews men 
power than another who can do it with more eaſe, With this faithfulneſs the LoD is 
well pleaſed, that he rewards it at laſt, and gives us grace to do it elſo with a willing heart; 
but we muſt firſt be made truly ſenſible of the deep cortupticn of our hearts, that then u. 
may uſe the more violence in prayer, And if we are but going on in this conflict, the 
delays of Gov are ſoon made up with ſo much greater deliverance, But if we pray only 
and do not alſo quickly reſiſt the propenſity of our own heart in all things, there wil 
never be ſuch a thing as making any progreſs at all: fince the ſtubbornneſs of our fleſh re. 
quires it, that prayer and confſict muſt always go hand in hand, Only it is to be obſerved, 
that all this muſt be done in faith. Now, O Lok p, grant that I may quickly take al 
thy hints. Thou art a faithful Gop indeed, thou calleſt, warneſt and moveſt me ofte 
enough; O that I was faithful alſo punctually and immediately to follow thee in al 
things, ſhould it be ever ſo much againſt the inclination of my heart at firſt, May! 
never, through unbelief, unfaithfulneſs, confuſion, ſelf-will, and overdoings, britg ary 
affliction upon me, and hurt myſelf, not ſo much as in body, much leſs in ſoul, 


My deareſt Saviour and my guide, 
1 would be walking at thy. ſide: 


O let me never run aſtray, 
Nor follow the forbidden way, 
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19 Nov. 6 
HE Lond is not far from every one of us; for in him we live, and move, 


and have our being, ACTS xvii. 27, 28. Even the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered, Lok E xii. 7. 


O Tux cloſe and more than maternal care! Nothing is ſo mean, but it is under the 
providence of Gop, fince even the lxaſt things can either hurt or profit the ſoul, And 
How ſweet is it to obſerve his footſteps even in the minute? things, and to be ſati fie 
that we may truſt our greater and leſſer concerns to his care! O Lon p, grant that I 
may never ſwerve from, and do any thing without thee ; but that my goings in and goings 
out may be always done in thy preſence, as if I had to do with none but thee ; nay, as if 
we both lived alone together in the world, O that 1 couli tranſact, as it were, ali my 
iFairs with thee alone, and in all places look upon thee as if thou waſt only a Gop fer 
me. Let me always carefvliy ubſerve all the inward and outward teſt monies of thy pro- 
yidence, ſo as daily and hour!y to have a true ſenſe of thy gracious preſence in every thing, 
more or leſs important; and thereby to be ever ſtrengthened in faith, and kept in a con- 
poſed ftate of mind ; confidering that nothing happens by mere chance, but every thing is 
wiſely ordered by thy providential care to our good; firmly believing, if any thing goes 
contrary to expectation, that ſomething better will follow in its lead, if we ouly can be 
quiet and wait the time, 


Gov, that muſt ſtoop to view the ſkies, He overroles all mortal things, 
And bow to fee what angels do, And manages oui mean affaiis ; 
Down to obr earth he caſts his eyes, On humble ſouls the King of kings 
And bends his footſt#pe downward too. Beſtows his counſeis and his cares. 


1 2 


20 Nov. Wh -* ) 
LEAVE to that which is good, RoM. Xu. 9. Sec thoſe things wh 
are above, COL. iii. 1. 


Tux manners of ſuch things or perſons as we frequently converſe with, cleave ven 
eaſily to us.” If we converſe much with Cop and heavenly things, we ſhall be heaven, 
minded; but if we deal much with the world and temporal things, we muſt be ſenſual ad 
worldly-minded, Up therefore with thy heart to Go: lift it hourly up to him; au 
though it ſinks down often-to the earth again, yet the Lob has patience, and willy 
often receive and accept of it again. Therefore raiſe it vp continually, and take great 
care to keep it above, that it may not fink down and be d:filed and cloyed with worldly 
things again. Thus it will be eaſy, whilſt on the contrary it is a hard matter to abide in 
a ſpiritual frame ;z like a feather which eaſily riſes higher and higher wen kept abo 
ground, but moves very heavy upwards, when once fallen into the dirt. This you may 
take as a lively figure of an ciſy and heavy method in the practice of religion, Chooſe, 
now, which you pleaſe, O- that I may always chooſe the beſt, namely, the work and 
ſufferings of the Lox p, and never plunge myſelf into needleſs troubles and conflicts, 


Deſcend from heav'n, immortal Dove; Beyond, beyond this lower ſky, 
Stoop down and take us on thy wings, Up where eternal ages roll, 
And mount and bear us far above Where ſolid pleaſures never die, 
The teach of theſe inferior things, And ſruits immortal feaſt the ſoul, 


3 


Wi 


21 Nov. Shs. 5 


ORD, now lelbeſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, &c. LuxE ii. 29, 30. 
Say to them Fra are of a fearful heart, Be ſtrong, &c. Isa xxxv. 3, 4. 
Nor the weak faith of a fearful, trembling and tempted believer, but 


the wilful unbelicf only is damnable. If 1 do not reject the ranſom of 


Cuxisr my lurety, but am deſirous to accept of it by faith, it is as impoſ- 
ſble that Gov can reje& me, as it is impolſible for him to reject my 
ſurety, and his on decrce and ciernal counſel of love; which can never 
be, O Loeb, it goes bevond the reach of all reaſon,. how I ſhall de- 
part in faith and peace, fince J am the weakeit of all, and would deſpair 
athouſand times for once: Hui as © thy peace is faid to paſs all under- 
* ſtanding,” Pii1i. iv. 7. will nevertheleſs be ſufficient to keep even 
the moſt fearful and weakeſt foul ; for it is not by any power of our 
own, but ſolely by thy divine power, that“ we ſhall be kept through 
& faith unto ſalvation.” And it is equally the ſame to thee to carry the 
weakeſt or the ſtrongeſt through the gates of death; for fince thou art 
aways the ſame wiic, gracious and mighty Gov, in all circumſtances, 
ad muſt do the work alone ſor both; thou wilt then [ urely lend me 
ao thine all ſufficient aid and atliſtance. 
Saints by the power of Cob are kept, I Lon d, at thy temle we appear, 

Till the ſalvation come; As happy Simeon came, 
We walk by faith, as firangers here, And hope to meet our Saviour here; 

Till Cuxis r ſhell cell us home, O make our joys the ſame! 
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22 Nov. 1 


Los p, how manifold are thy works ! in wifdom haſt thou made them all, 
the earth is full of thy riches, PSALM civ. 24. Ihoſo is wiſe, and wil 
objerve thoſe things, &c. PSALM cvii. 43. 


O Loxp, how many are thine unknown mercics ! I am ſurrounded 
with thy goods on all hides, and yet I oblerve and acknowledge then 
ſo little! If thou haſt puniſhed even the heathen, for not having mindei 
and glorified thee by thy works, what will become of me? Pardon, 
O Loxp, this my blindneſs and ingratitude, and be pleaſed to add u 
all thy benefaRions this one more, that I may always be thankful fe 
every thing, eſpecially for the unſpeakable gift of thy Son, and aſtg 
that for all thy works of creation and providence alſo, Grant that in 
all thy creatures, I may ſee ang adore thine infinite power, wiſdon 
and goodneſs, and be thereby continually ſtrengthened in faith and 
ſtirred up to thy praiſe and love, Thus let me always converſe with, 
cleave to thee, and have uninterrupted communion with thee, thi 
nannt may interfere and diſturb this religious diſpoſition of my lou 

0 


in the leaſt, Yes, O Logo, grant me this wiſdom and cloſe attention 
for thy glory's ſake. Amen, 
The glories of my maker, God, The brightnefs of our Maker's name- 
My joyful voice ſhall fing, The wide creation fills ; 
And call the nations to adore And his unbounded grandeur flies 


Their Former and their King, Beyond the heav'nly hills, 
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23 Nov. W.- av 

THE fword of th: Lord and of Gideon, Junpces vii. 20. For they are bread 
or us : their defence is departed from them, and the Lok is with us : fear 

them not, NuMs. xiv. 9. But my ſervant Caleb, becaufe he had another 75 

with hum, and has followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereunto he 

went, ver 24. Surely the wrath of men ſhall praiſe thee, Ps AL Ixxvi. 10, 


Takt care, O my ſoul, that there may alſo be another, namely, a 
kingly ſpirit with thee, as there was with Joſhua and Caleb, not to be 
diſcouraged on account of thy weaknels and great number of frailties 
and enemies, as if it was impoſſible to live holily and get the victory. 
Behold Cux1sT, the true and great Joſhua and Caleb, marches out. 
before thee, to make war himſelf againſt thine enemies, and who can 
conquer him ! he 1s unchangeable, his ſpirit now 1s as * as ever, 
and his ſword as powerful, and ſharper than a two-edged ſword. 
Againſt thy various infirmities he offers alſo a variety of divine ſtrength, 
and againſt each of thine enemies he holds forth to thee a particular 
lword in his word; and abiding in his word thou ſhalt ſurely conquer. 
Though the enemy ſhould raiſe thine inward and outward calamities. 


to the higheſt degree, as ſo many ſtrong walls, yet he muſt fall; one 
ingle word will ſtrike him down, | 


Not all that tyrants think or ſay, Nor hell ſhall fright my heart away, 


Wich rage and light' ning in their eyes, Should heil with all its legions riſe, 
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24 Nov. — 16 


H EARRKREN untome, ye ſtout hearted, that are far from righteouſneſs; ! 


bring near my righteouſneſs, it ſhall not be far off ; and my ſalvation fhul 
not tarry. We are all as an unclean thing, and all our naghiteouſne{/es are at 
filthy rags, IsA1. xlvi. 12, 19. chap. Ixiv. 6. | 
True religion is founded upon the knowledge of the true Go. Sin- 
ners are apt to think they have a high opinion of Gop, becaule they 
think highly of his mercy ; whereas Gop is as holy, and as juſt, as heis 
merciful ; and he will as certainly puniſh the guilty, as he will pardon 
the penitent and contrite. “ Gop, 1 thank thee, 1 am not as other men 
& are,” ſays every ſelf-righteous ſinner ; not conſidering, that if G05 
were extreme to mark what is amiſs, no fleſh living could be juſtified; 
& Gop be merciful to me, a hinner;” ſays every true chriſtian, and real 
believer. Till this be the language of thy heart, O my ſoul, till thou 
fecleſt thyſelf a loſt, ruined and helpleis inner ; till thou art brought 
to acknowledge the juſtice of Gon in thy condemnation ; till thou at! 
driven to Cneisr, as thy only refuge, and hope of ſalvation, thou au 
ignorant of Gop's righteouſneſs, art going about to eſtabliſh thine own 
* r1ghtcouſneſs, and thou doſt not ſubmit to the righteouſneſsof Cn 151," 


1 am, faith Cuais v, the Vay; Proceed it from an angel's mouth, 
Now if we credit him, Is but a lie at beſt, 

All other paths muſt lead aſtray, | I am, faith Cnais r, the Life ; 
How fair ſoc'er they ſeem, Let this be ſeen by faith; 
Jam, ſaith Cnz1sT, the Truth; It follows without further ſtrife, 
Then all that lacks this tz, That all beſides is death, 


2 


25 Nov. ( 329 ) 


7 IIOU therefore endure hardneſs as a good fluter of Texts Cunisr, 
2 T 1M. ii. 3. 


Paix Es combat with fleſh and blood, chriſtians wreſtle with prin- 
cipalities and powers; their wars give days 0! truce, ours not a mi- 
nute of ceſſation; conditions of peace there may caule retreat, nothing 
but death here can raiſe the ſiege; kings, if overcome, may ſave them- 
lelves by flight, but chriſtians may as ſoon fly from themſelves, as from 
their enemies; the ſoldier of Car sr is in a field of continued conflict; 
he cannot let fall his hands, but Amalck prevails: Not to be a con- 


queror is to be @ priſoner; not to win the field, is to loſe the foul; ſe- 


curity wounds thee, yielding kills thee, but victory crowns thee. 
Therefore watch as for thy life; fight as for thy foul ; the time will 
come, when *© theſe enemies thou leelt to-day, thou ſhalt ſee them 
„no more for ever; then thou {halt lay down thy {word, and take 
up thy palm, and ſolemnize thy victory in glory for ever. Let then 
the proſpect of heavenly glory fire thee; though thine enemies be 
powerful, yet remember to go forth againit them in the ſtrength of the 
Captain of thy 1alvation ; though allaults be many, and my enemies 
mighty, il Gop ſtrengthen me; I have enough to comfort me; for 
the greater my enemy, the more glorious my victory; and the more: 
zlori0us my victorv, the more triumphant my glory, 


26 Nov. | (1 


1 Will heal your backflidings, IE R. iii. 22. It is Gop who worhketh in you 
both to wull and to do of his good pleaſure, Pu1t. ii. 13. 


O wy dear Saviour, I would fain believe in thee, be faithful, obe- 
dient, and work always that which is good. And ſince this is alſo thy 
will, I truſt it ſhall be done; for if thou wilt and I will, who can hinder 
it? True, fin, fleſh, world and devils are againſt it; but ſhall theſe 
enemies be ſtronger than thou, the mighty Gop ? Shall their oppol- 
tion he able to quell thy work in me, if! do not conſent to it? Tha 
can never be. 1 he more violence they ule upon me, the more earneſt 
will 1 be upon thee in prayer; and the more 2 the more glorious 
will thine alliſtance be: the more they hinder, the more thou wilt 
further, that all their hinderances ſhall be ſwallowed up by thy fur- 
therances; as the ferpents of the ſorcerers in Egypt were {wallowed up 
by the lerpent of Moſes. The enemy will fall by his own ſword, and 
the greateſt diſtreſs and oppoſition will turn to my good, and to the pro- 
moting of thy work, For if I do not abide in Curisr, praying con- 
tinually, every thing can hinder me; but abiding in him, all obſtruc- 
tions nat only prove ineffectual, but uſeful and profitable. 


We hong ur our exalted King; Feorleſs of hell and ghaftly death, 
Huw ſucet are his commands | We'l! break thro* ev'ry foe ;; 
He guards our ſouls from hell and fin The wings of love and arms of faith 


By his almighty hands, Shall bear us conqu'rors thro', 


27 Nov. 1 
J 4" like a green fir tree; from me is thy fruit found, Hos & xiv. 8, 1 


will rebuke the devourer for your fakes, and he ſhall not deſt roy the fruits of 
your ground, MAL. iii. 11. Sec allo ISAI. xxvil. 2, 6, 


Is it not a diſagreeable thing for a gardener to ſee the fineſt bloſſoms 
and fruits deſtroyed by the caterpillars? Doth it not rejoice him to ſce 
all the branches bow with ripe fruits? O my heavenly Lord, grant 
that I may not diſpleaſe, but rejoice thy hea't alſo. Let me abide 
in Cu ist, my true vine, and always bring forth good fruits. But ſince 
every fruit has its enemies, and thou haſt no ſooner worked any thing, 
than the inſects of fin endeavour to deſtroy it: I beſeech thee to make 
me fearful and careful in every good work. Rebuke the devourer 
preſently, and preſerve me as a branch of CuRIST, night and day, as 
thou haſt promiſed, that my fruits may endure to eternity. Doth a di- 
ligent gardener dreſs and cultivate his garden as well as he can, why 
ſhouldit not thou cultivate my heart alſo, ſince thou art honoured by 
my fruits? O! yes: 1 truſt the cryſtal ſtream of thy throne will water 
me, that I can go and bring forth greater plenty of iruits, 


Like trees of myrrh and ſpice we ſtand Let my Beloved come and taſte 
Planted by Gop the Father's hand ; His pleaſant fruits at his own feaſt, — 
And all his ſprings in Zion flow, come, my ſpouſe, I come, he cities, 


To make the young I lantation grow. With love and pleaſure in his eyes, 


28 Nov. 1 


\ 
T Fit (do it.) Marr. viii. g. And hat is that? Whatloever thou de- 
fireſt: For the Lon D wall fu the defire of them that fear him, Psati. 
cxlv. 19. 

Vr, he does“ exceeding abundantly above all that we aſk or think; 
granting nct only according to the notion of our narrow hearts, but ac- 
cording to the riches of his glory, as becomes his Majelty. Cu risr de- 
lights in great petitions; for he is a great Lox p, and is rich unto all that 
call upon him. He has all the riches of his merits and gilts, not for 
himſclf, (ſince being the very Gov, he wanted nothing for himſelf ) but 
only for us, even the rebellious, who ſincerely call upon him. There- 
ſore what he has as Mediator, is not his, but all belongs to me, if! 
but call upon him. O my ſoul, pray to him, nay be much in prayer; 
and as often as thou poureſt out thy foul before him in prayer, let nothing 
reſound in thy heart, but theſe words: I WILL, I wit po ir.“ As 
% can never lie, there is not one ſingle groan loſt ; but every one 
will be found to be a jewel in the life to come; by which thy riches 
are 121crealed, and one treaſure put to another. O! how much is there 
neglected in this already! why ſhould you not be earneſt and inſtant 
now to redcem that little remaining part of thy time, by prayer for 
eternity, 10 lay up there many treaſures, and richly adorn thy crown, 
t) Lon, grant that this may be done. - 


Now is the ume, he bends his ear, Come, leſt he rouſe his wrath, and ſwear, 
And waits for vous requeſt; Ve ſhall not ſre my reſt.“ 


29 Nov. (2339-4 
O0SHU A drew not has hand back, wherewu/ ho etched out the #/t ear, 
until he had utterly deſtroyed all the inhabitants of 1!, josnua viii. 26. 
For this purpoſe the Son of Gov was manifeſted, that he m: oht deft roy the works 
of the devil, 1 Jou iii. 8. 


Tux dominion of any one fin, is inconſiſtent with the grace of God and true ſaving 
faith, Rom, vi. 14. Therefore all theſe wicked inhabitants of thy heart muſt be de- 
froyed, and none ſuffered to live and reign in thee 3 ſince even by one ſingle fin we may 
be utterly undone and deſtroyed, as a bird is catches in one ſingle ſnare, And though you 
are actually converted, and have gained the dominion over your firs; yet you mult not 
draw back your hand, and lay the ſpear and ſword of the Spirit atide, There is no reſt or 
ceflation of arms here. Satan left CHRIST only for a time; much more will he renew 
his aſſaults upon us again and again: nay, if a man is not watchful, but preſumptuous, 
« he takes to him ſeven other ſpirits more wicked than himſelf,” But if one conflict 
liteth long, remember that this is alſo the caſe of others; and even the ancient fathers 
have gone under it till they were grey. At laſt the victory will be the more ſweet and 
glorious. Only above all things take the ſhield of faith; for faith alone triumphs, by 
which we are in covenant with Cyr1sT, and he makes one cauſe with us. 


"Tis faith that conquers earth and hell, This is the grace that ſhall prevail 
By a celeſtial pow'r; Ia the deciſive hour, 


30 Nov. ( 334 ) 


CoM E, buy without money and without price, Is A1AH Iv. 1, Come, fer 
all things are now ready, LUKE XIV. 17. Him (be it who it wall) . 
comes to me, I will in no wife caft out, JOHN vi. 37. 


How could a tender mother's heart caſt out her fick child calling for help? Come, my pot 
ſoul, come only as well as thou canſt, Better to come in thy miſerable, unwilling and lay 
condition, than not at all. Do not imagine that it will be diſagreeable to Car16T, if you 
muſt put a conſtraint upon yourſelf, and cannot come, and pray to him with a ſenſible 
joy and ſtrong faith; for he does not ſay, him that comes with a ſenſible ſtrong faith; 
but © him that comes, without any limitation, I will in no wiſe caſt out.“ Its 
Kot required, to bring any money of our own worthineſs, but only the whole heap of cn 
miſery along with us, and deſire grace, Gor does not look upon the ſenſible power; 
(fer this is his particular gift, which he could ſoon give, if need was) but upon the fi 
cerity, application and earneſtneſs of a poor ſinner, John Bunyan very fitly compares ſud 
a'one, to a man who would fain ride a full gallop, whoſe horſe is hardly able to go a god 
trot. In this inftance the intention of the rider is not to be judged by the flow paces d 
his horſe, (which reſembles our corrupt and unwilling nature) but by his whipping, ſpat 
rings and beatings of the beaſt, 


See, deareſt Lon D, our willing ſouls We bleſs the great Redeemen's love, 
Accept thine offer'd grace; And give the Father praiſe. 


1 DEC. „5 


E not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good, Row. Xn. 21. For, 


who 1s he that wil! harm you, if ye be /ollocoers E.# that which is good ? 
1 PET, iii. 13. 


THERE is none can harm you; ſor it is twice ſaid 5; All is yours, 1 Cor, iii. 27, 22, 
But what is mine muſt be ſerviceable and uſeſul to me, We are told, Rom. viii. 18. 
that all things, conſequently the very devils, with their whole armour, werk together for 
our good, to make us more victorious and religious ; and having ſo many aſſiſtan s, we 
muſt at laſt be good indeed. For whatever will hurt us, if we take the right courſe, 
muſt rather ſerve for a ſword of defence in the hind of faith. F-r inſtance, if any thing 
contrary happens to you, do not look upon men, but dizecily upon Gov himſelf, as if 
you had to do with him alone. Therefore take it patiently from his hands for your trizt 
and humbling: then you have a bleſſing directly. If you meet with ſtrong temptations, 
by the great corruptions from within and without, let them make you only ſo much mere 
wiſe and careful as to think, becauſe there are dangerous enemies, I muſt watch and uſe 
ill poſſible vigilance. And though it is right and needful to deſpair of thy own ſufficiency 
and ſtrength z yet if you keep and preſs only ſo much cloſer to Cyr18T in prayer anc 
faith, like a child to its mother when it fees a devouring beaſt running upon it, all the 
en] will certainly turn to our good. 


How glorious, Lon p, thy wiſdom ſhines, | Thy pov''r is ſov'reign to fulfil 
And baſiles Satan's d:ep deſigns , 1 he nobleſt counſels of thy will, 


2 DEC. 1 


P RAYER ſhall le made for im continually, and daily ſhall! he be praifd, 


Ps AL Ixli. 15. 


O wur a condeſcending King, who can always be approached! 
who would not pray? you ſay, O that my coldneſs and indifference 
would permit me to doit! But are you not ſenhble of your wants and 
mileries? Is not this coldneſs and back wardneſs miſery enough? There; 
fore you ouzht allo to pray, and pray moſt when you are ſo dull and 
drowly ; elſe it will never be better with you. Arile therefore and pray, 
the good Spirit of Gop will afliſt you in it.“ Encouraged by the 
e promiſes of a praver-hearing God, and the ſpecial aſſiſtance of the 
holy Spirit in this work, we muſt even in the er:ateſt conflicts 
© not omit to reſiſt the temptations of the devil. And though we have 
e ſinned, not defer it long; but pray directly, and ſay, The Lon p Bs 
“ merciful, and | am unworthy and unable to pray; but alas! what 
« ſhall I do? Shall I wait till I am worthy and able? O no, perhaps 
te this time will never come; for I am always a great, milerable inner, 
« A chriſtian ſtands always in need of the Loxv's prayer; for ſince 
« the ſenſe and terror of {in does not leave him, he can never leave 
off prayer.” O Lord grant that this continual fire may never b 
extinguiſhed in my heart, | . 

Ariſe, my foul, from deep d'ſtreſs, Gop calls thee to his throne of grace, 

And baniſh ercxy frar To ſpread thy ſorrows there, 


3 Dec. ( 337 ) 
WY HA T doſt thou here, Elijah? 1 B1xGs xix. 19. 


Lx this queſtion be ſuppoſed as addreſſed to us, What doſt thou here in this world, 
into which thou art ſent? Art thou working the work of him that ſent thee, or 
ſtanding all the day idle?“ How doſt thou acquit thyſelf in the duties of thy particular 
calling? Art thou upright, conſcientious and uſeful therein? Art thou in the poſt aſ- 
ſigned thee by heaven, truly called, and properly qualified for it ? or haſt thou obtruded 
thyſelf into it, without warrant or invitation; and therefore haſt no cauſe to expect ſucceſs ? 
What doſt thou here in this retirement ? Is the world ſhut out of thy thoughts, and are 
the viſits of the bleſſed Spirit invited? What doſt thou here, if it be not thy wiſh and en- 
deavour to have communion with the Father, and with his Son IEsus CurrsT ? What 
doſt thou here, if thy peace with an offended Gov is not already made, or moſt earneſtly 
defied and ſought after? If thou really wanteſt peace and ſafety, plead the blood of Jesus ; 
flee to the city of refuge, before the purſuer of blood overtake thee, and thou periſh from 
the way, © Remember Lot's wife,“ and look not behind thee, leſt thou become a monu - 
ment of wrath, What doſt thou here, in times of trial and temptation; art thou flying 
rom the danger, or boldly facing it in the name and ſtrength of the Logp? Art thou 
aſhamed of the cro!s, or doſt thou willingly take it upon thee ? EI fail-d here, he fled 
from Jezebel; ſuch an one as Elijah feared; howl fir-trees, if the cedars b- thus 
ſhaken, Whet doſt thou here below? Art thou for pitching thy tent on this fide Jordan, 
latisfied with thy preſent portion? Or art thou © looking to a better country, to a city that 
* hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker is Gop ?” Life is uncertain, death ap- 
proaches, the Judge is at the door, then ** perpare to meet thy Gop,” 


Arm me with jealous care, And O, thy ſervant, Lob, prepare, 
As in thy fight to live; A good account to give ! 
Z 


4 Dec. ( 338 }) 
AE eyes are ever towards the Lo RD: for he ſhall pluck my feet ont q 


the net, PSALM xxv. 153. Happy is the man that feareth alway, PRov. 
XXV111, 14. 


O now long can ſome enemies hide themſelves with their nets before our eyes, and 
draw us in all on a fudden, It is unſpeakable how cunning and powerful our ene mies ate, 
how they lay in wait every where, that in all places and at all times we are ſurrounded, ai 
it were, with many cruel murderers of ſouls. Bleſſed is he that keeps clear from ſelf- con- 
Hdence ; but rather fearing always, ſays within himſelf, as ſoon as he awakes in the morn- 
ing, Who knows what temptations I may meet with to day? perhaps when I riſe, by the 


firſt ſtep my feet may be intangled in dangerous ſnares and nets. And as ſelf confivence. 


always will, but true confidence in thee, O Loks, never ſhall be aſhamed, Rom. ix. 33. 
Grant, I beſeech thee, that diſtruſting myſelf I may fully put my truſt on thee, watching 
evermore in all things, and looking cautiouſly in all places about me, where there is any 
fear of danger, Whatever I am about to do or to ſpeak, let me firſt look upon and con- 
verſe with thee ; that thus keeping always cloſe to thee, I may be preſerved againſt the 
power and craft of mine enemies, as in a ſtronghold ; and confidently ſay, according to thy 
own pattern, given PSALM xvi. 8, ** I have ſet the LoD before me; becauſe he is 4 
« my right-hand, I ſhz1| not be moved.“ 


Gov is my portion and my joy; My ſoul wovld all her thoughts approve 
His counſels are my light: To his all. ſeeing eye: „ us 
He gives me ſwect advice by day, Not death nor hell my hope ſhall move, 


And gentle hints by night. ' While ſuch a friend is nigh, 


Un 


Fac 


— 
— 
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5 DEC. (339 
MY Father works hitherto, and I work, (as alſothe holy Spirit) Joux v. 17. 


O wy poor ſoul, ſhould the blefſed Trinity not be able to deſtroy 
the works of the devil, and fulfil his good-will in thee? O! yes, he 
works both to will and to do; and that very thing which is above your 
own power, he works, and nothing elſe. If you can do little, he 
works much; if nothing at all, ſo much the better, then he works all: 
For he is our All; fince we are nothing, and can do nothing. And 
happy are we that we can have him for our aſſiſtant in all things; and 
that the children of God are not required to direct their own ſteps, 
but ſhall be led by their heavenly Father, Now, O Lox, fince by the 
will, guidings and workings of my own heart, I throw only ſo many 
hindrances and blocks in my way; grant, I beſeech thee, that in true 
dependence on thee, I may venture every thing; and deſpairing of my 
own ſufficiency, may always abide in thee, draw all neceſſary ſtrength 
from thee by prayer, and bring forth many good fruits which may laſt 
to eternity. For the power in me being an eternal power; thy work, 
weak as it ſeems now, will laſt eternally, and none ſhall be able to de- 


ſtroy it. 
Thy counſels, Lox p, ſhall guide my feet What if the ſprings of life were broke, 
Thro' this dark wilderneſs ; And fleſh and heart ſhall faint, 
Thy hand conduct me near thy ſeat, {| Gov is my ſoul's eternal rock, 
To dwell before thy face, The ſtrength of ev'ry ſaint, 


2 Z 2 


6 Dc. e 


RAM nigh to God, and ite will draw nigh to yous Refiſt the devil, and 


he will flee from you, Janes iv. 7, 8. And thus the effeftual ferv 
prayer of a righteous man avatleth much, chap. v. 16. 


O ux dear ſoul, draw nigh to Gop in prayer, and he will draw 
nigh to thee ; be inſtant in it, and the devil cannot ſtand againſt thee: 
for the incenſe of prayer chales all devils, as the ſmoke the bees; it 
works wonderful great things, and will make poſſible what ſeemeth 
molt impoſſible, Goo having given thee many things already, this 
15 a great encouragement to hope allo for that which thou lackeſt 
yet, Therefore only pray confidently, and you ſhall receive ever- 


more; for unbelief is the only reaſon that Gop cannot work won- 
ders for us. 


My Gop, I bow before thy feet. Creatures with all their charms ſhould fly 
When ſha!l my ſoul get near thy ſeat ? The preſence of a Gop fo nigh : 

When ſhall I ſee thy glorious face, My darling ſins ſhould Joſe their name, 
With mingled majeſty and grace ? And grow my hatred and my ſhame, 
How ſhould I love thee and adore, My foul ſhould pour out all her cares, 
Wh hopes and joys unknown before! In flowing woras or flowing tears ; 

And bid this trifl-ng world be gone, Thy ſmiles ſhoul1 eaſe my ſharpeſt paing 


Nor teaze my heart, ſo ncar thy throne, I. Nor ſhail 1 ſeeM ++ op in rain. 


57 


- DEC, (6) 
THERE is none good, but one; that i,, GOD. Marr. xix. 17, But 


every imagination of the thoughts of our hearts ix only evil continually, Gr xs 
vi. 5. 


A CnRIsT IAN, feeling continually the vile corruption of his heart with grief, thinks 
himſelf to be the leaſt of all the ſaints ; but a hypocrite, having | tile ſenſe of fin, takes 
himſelf to be better than others, Therefore we cannot be ſail to have truly repented, ex- 
cept we have an experimental knowledge that there is no good in us, no, not ſo much 2s 
the leaſt degree, Nay, when we are even come to this, and are converted, we muſt not 
preſumptuoufly imagine to have got over all the mountains; after many years we may ſee 
ſuch abominations, which we thought little of in the beginning. Conſequently, we have 
always reaſon to be afraid of our own hearts, and ſo depend entirely on free grace, like a 
poor penitent condemned malefactor; elſe the Phariſee will ſoon lift up his head again, But 
he that is really convinced he is ſuch a miſerable loſt ſinner, and has no good in him by na- 
ture, pleading guilty in all things, and ſeeking every thing freely in ChrIsST ; is aRtually 
partaker of all the merits of Cyr1sT, and can look upon himſelf as entirely juſtified in 
him, Now, O Lon p, grant that I may patiently know and cleanſe myſelf more and more; 
and though I cannot effect it by my own power; yet my comfort is, that thou art good 
alone, and art willing and able to work in me all that is gaod, 


Nature has all its glories loſt, No fleſh ſhall in thy preſence boaſt, 
When brought before thy throne z But in the Lomb alone, 


2 


* 
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: 


8 De. 3 


AR this child away, and nurſe. it for me, and I will give thee thy 
wages, Ex0D. ii. . 

As Moſes was ordered to be ſaved by the moſt cruel enemy's daugh 
ter; ſo Satan himſelf, even when he meditates our deſtruction, muſt be 
a means of our life, See alſo Marr. xii. 48. H ig my mother ? &c, 
Isa1. viii. 10. chap. ix. 6. O Lob Jxsus, thou being allo a child 
born unto me, and I willing to receive thee as my Iuuπ UU, thou wilt 
be my ſhield and exceeding great reward, and defend me powerſulh 
againſt all my enemies. O my dear Saviour, fince thou art mine, all is 
mine, even thy Father, thy Spirit, and thy heavenly glory; all ac. 
cidents, all enemies muſt work for my good, and be inſtruments and 
miniſters of my falvation. O that I may never fear any thing, but 
thinking directly it is mine, may only make good ule of every thing, 
Thus even the very worſt would turn to my greateſt bleſſing ; and 
without it perhaps I ſhould want as needful a thing, as a mill or a ſhip 
does when deſtitute of wind and water. 


To uſe and to enjoy them too. 


If thou art found a child of grace, 
How richly is the goſpel ſtor'd! 
What joy the promiſes afford ! | 


All things ate new; the gift of Gon ; 
And purchas'd with our Saviour's blood: 


My fovl, ſvrvey thy happineſs, | While the good Spirit ſhews us how 


If peace and plenty crown my days, 
They help me, Lok p, to ſpeak thy praiſe: 
If bread of ſorrows be my food, 

Thoſe ſorrows work my real good. 
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raiſe; 


Dc. ( 343 ) 
0P EARING unto yourſelves in pſalms and hymns, Ep H. v. 18. Teaching 
and admoniſhing one another in pſalms and hymns, COL. iii. 16. 


Ir we are obliged to promote the temporal good of our neighbour, 
how much more the ſpiritual, by edifying diſcourſes, But how is it ? 
the children of Gop, when "ag By viſits them, (ſays a certain divine) 
are ſometimes troubled, and know not what diſcourſe to enter upon : 
at laſt they begin, if not entirely in vain, yet perhaps unprofitable diſ- 
courſes, or at leaſt they ſuffer others to do it, and are ſilent at it. I will 
tell you what I have done in ſuch caſes : I firſt prayed to Gov, ſaying; 
* O good Gop, here I receive a gueſt, and having nothing to ſet be- 
* fore and treat him with, I pray thee to give me the right bread for 
him; which the Log p was pleaſed to hear in ſuch a gracious man- 
ner, that J could ſoon enter into an edifying diſcourſe, And thus we 
keep our conſcience clean, though perhaps the lips are frozen up. 
Some fooliſh philoſophers, to the great offence of others, mock at divine 
things, and even at prayer; as if natural reaſon and will was not cor- 
rupted, and highly wanted to be prayed for. But it is fulfilled with 
them, what St Put ſays, Row. i. 22. What will become of theſe poor 
(coffers upon their dying bed, and at the day of judgment! O that 
they would take warning while it is time, 


Now if ſome proper hour appear, Bot let the ſceffing ſinners hear, 
Let none be over-aw'd; That we can ſpeak for Gop, 


10 Dec. ( 344 ) 
EL his diſciples, and Peter (who was deeply fallen) eſpecially, Maxx 
xvi. 7. If any man fin, we have an advocate with the Father, IE sus 

Cunkrisr the righteous .. . for the whole world, 1 Jo ii. 1, 2. Wherefore 

lift up the hands which hang down, and ſtrengthen the feeble knees, He B. xi. 12, 


Hast thou been flack, unfaithful, and fallen away, O poor ſoul, 
thou art not to make light of it: but why wilt thou continue in thy 
fallen condition any longer and complain ? Get thee up, and aſk pardon 
of CHr1sT; he is ready to forgive and receive thee again, like Peter, 
having received gifts for the rebellious.” Delay not to lay hold of 
thy ranſom, which is greater than all the ſins of the world, conſider. 
ing that it is paid even for this very fin, whoſe remiſſion is purchaſed 
by it already. Therefore be not diſcouraged, much leſs ſuffer the 
temptation of drawing back to the world to prevail upon you. The 
Lord even now reaches forth his hands to thee anew by this very 
word ; come, lift thyſelf up atit, and be careful for the time to come, 
to be ſo much more cautious, humble and gentle towards others; for 
a Chriſtian's ſeet will ſlide, but only into humility. 


Salvation! O the joyful ſound ; Bury'd in ſorrow and in fin, 
*Tis pleaſure to our ears : At hell's dark door 1 lay; 
A ſov'reign balm for ev'ry wound, But I ariſe, by grace divine, 


A cordial for my fears. | To ſee a heav'nly day, 


it DE. 55 


B * OL we come unto thee, Jer. iii. 22. (and) I ⁊ ill come unto you, 

Joux xiv, 18. A lively repreſentation ol this happy meeting lee 
Luke xix. 4, 5, 6. Zarchous run. .. and CRIST ſaid unto him, Make 
haſte and come down, for to-day I muſt abide at (% houfe. 


O my dear Saviour, fince I come to thee, and thou to me, we ſh-ll certainly meet one 
another, Who will oppoſe and obſtruct it? Devil and fin? O no! this wall of ſeparation 
is pulled down, , © CuxisT ſays, Come unto me, 1 am not an angry judge, but a loving 
+ Mediator between Gop and thy frightened conſcience ; keep to me, and f-ar not wrath, 
* Why therefore I fir here, that, beli-ving in me to make interc?ſſvn for thee with 
“ Gop, no wrath nor diſgrace can befal the?. Should wrath and puniſhment come 
upon thee, it muſt firſt come upon me; which is quite impoſſible, ſince he is the 
“dear Son of Gop, in whom dwells all the fulneſs of grace, aud the Father looking 
« upon him, his wrath muſt vaniſh away, and every thing in heaven and earth be 
changed into ſmiles of love and grace, Er. i, 6.—Dangeis and conflicts being hot, 
Gop haſtens with his aſſiſtance, At other times he tarries, and the work of our 


' whole renovation goes on by little and little, that improving in the exerciſe of patience and 


faith, we may alſo bear with others, and learn not only to quicken our diligence, but alfo 
to wait for him, 


In thine own ways, O Gov of love, Our ſouls defire is to thy name, 
We wait the viſits of thy grace; And the remembrance of thy face. 


12 Dc. 1 


INE iniguities are gone over my head, as a heavy burden, they are toy 
heavy for me, PSALM XXxviil. 4. 


Ir is a ſure ſign that a man is awaked out of his ſleep, when he 
diſcovers, and ſees the error of his dream : in the drawing up of wa- 
ter out of a deep well, ſo long as the bucket is under water, we feel 
not the weight of it, but as ſoon as it cometh above water, it begins to 
hang heavy on the hand. When a man diveth under water, he feel- 
eth no weight of the water, though there may be many tuns of it over 
his head, whereas half a tub full of the ſame water, taken out of the 
river, and ſet upon the fame man's head, would be very burdenſome 
to him, and make him ſoon grow weary ol it. In like manner, lo 
long as a man is, as it were, over-head in lin, he is not ſenſible of the 
weight of fin, it is not troubleſome to him; but when he begins once 
to come out of that ſtate of ſin wherein he lay and lived before, then 
beginneth {in to hang heavy upon him, and he groans under the 
weight thereof. So, fo long as {in is in the will, the proper ſeat of 
fin, a man leeleth no weight of it, but like a fool, it is ſport and pal- 
time to him to do evil. It is therefore a good fign that ſin is removed 
out of its ſeat, out of its chair of ſtate, when it becomes ponderous and 
burdenſome to us; and ſuch a ſenſe of fin may well be conſidered as 
an entrance into a ſtate of grace. 


13 Dec. _ 23 


RE TU RN, yebackſliding children, and I will heal your back/lidings, Ix x. iii. 
22. See alſo Luke xv. 20. IWhen he was yet @ great way off —— 


Hear ye therefore the voice of thy loving Father and Shepherd, O 
thou backſliding child and loſt ſheep, crying earneſtly, Return, Rx- 
TURN. Do not run on in the broad way with the world any longer. 
Are you not tired yet of the huſks of the world? Do you feel no trou- 
bles in your ſoul ? ſhall not theſe drive thee to Goo ? Lo! thy Father 
and Shepherd ſeeks thee, He is gone forth to call and meet thee al- 
ready, He will receive thee willingly and joyfully. Come only pray- 
ing as the prodigal ſon, and he will freely forgive thee all, though thou 
hadſt ſinned ever ſo much. He is allo able to heal and correct the moſt 
deſperate corruptions of thy heart ; he can detiver thee from the very 
Jaws of hell and the devil. Nay, if thou even waſt poſſeſſed with 
more than ſeven devils, he can till caſt them out. Begin only to call 
upon him earneſtly in prayer, and, poor and wretched as thou art, come 
to him as the phyſician of thy foul ; for the phyſician and the ſick, the 
rich and the poor, are the belt ſuited to one another. He healeth arr. 
our diſeaſes, and can make poſſible, what ſeems moit impoſſible to thec. 


Come, all ye vileſt ſinners, come, His goſpel and his heart have room 
He N form your ſouls anew For rebels, ſuch as you. 


14 DEC. 6 


ATCH ye therefore and pray always, Lu EH xx, 35. Let us lay ah de 
every weight, and the jun which doth fo eafily beſet us, Mok: X11, 1. 


Tux hearts of men are not like unto clocks, which only want to be wound up once a 
day; O nv! the dulneſs and dſraCtion is too great, and dangerous. We muſt lift them 
many times a day, yea, watch continually to lay aſide every weight. Our going out and 
coming in, nay all things, even the very leaſt, we muſt do with prayer, always ſtrictiy 
examining what is the will of the Logn; elſe, if they are done after our own will, they 
do not tein to the glory of Gon, and cannot be attended with his bleſſing. But if we ear- 
re (ily (tive againſt dur own will in prayer, willingly ſuffering every hour what the Lon? 
thinks proper to lay upon us, and willbe ruled by his hints, and flight ftrol:es of his rod, 
many heavy afflictivns, ſcourges and whips, can be avoided; for the burdens which we 
bring upon ourſelves by our own will and impatience, are always the heavieſt, A Chriſtian 
has daily his proper burden and affliction, like a clock, its weights, by which the fleſh is 
kept under, ſo that the ſpirit can riſe up. Therefore when any thing eomes croſs, he looks 
upon it as his weight for the day, to ſtir him up to the exerciſe of prayer, and meditation 


in the word of Gov, O Lon p, grant that I may always bear thy eaſy yoke, and never be 
the cauſe of my own diſtreſs and dulneſs, 


Wait on the Lon p, ye trembling ſaints, He'll raiſe your ſpirit when it faints, 
And keep your courage up And far exceed your hope, 


12 


222 


15 DEc. (.--349--) 


(G!FE an account of thy ſtewardſhip, Lu x E ri. 22. 


O Lonp! how have I waſted my time, goods and faculties! O 
pardon me for thine infinite mercy's ſake; blot out my debt by thy 
blood ; and grant, that keeping henceforth daily and hourly a good ac- 
count, and acting more prudently, faithfully, and diligently, my rec- 
koning may not be falſe at laſt. But preſerve me alſo from all needleſs 
cares; ſince the care where to get ſomething is not the ſteward's buſi- 
nels, but only to huſband every thing faithfully. ** Teach me, O Lov, 
and give me wiſdom and grace to govern my houſe, and manage 
* all my affairs rightly. Ee thou the principal governor and father 
* of my family; I will be nothing but thy ſervant ; direct me only in 
all things that I may not ſuffer or do any harm.“ He that does not 
expoſtulate with Gop, but, juſtifying him, accuſes himſelf to be guilty 
in all things, even in his heſt performances, will be juſtified again by 
Him through the righteouſneſs of his dear Son. And being thus ; adopt- 
ed of Gon, he is ready and willing to be governed and directed by 
him in all things as a child, 


That awf.1 day will ſurely come, Thou lovely chief of all my joys, 
Th' appointed hour makes haſte, Thou ſoy reign of my heart! 
Wien I muſt ſtand before my Juge, How could I bear to hear thy vice. 


And paſs the ſolemn teſt, Pronounce the ſound, oE AAT 


16 DEC. 0 
E XAMINE yorrſelves, whether you be m the faith, 2 Con. xiii. 3. 


Many wovld be converted and become believere, if they did not preſumptuouſly pre- 
tend to it, thinking they were not heathens, but had faith atready. For ſuch as have ac- 
tually faith, often doubt whether they have any or tot; and thoſe that are without, 
imagine they have enoug.., But faith is only wronght in the ſouls of thoſe, who are deeply 
humbled by a thorough conviction of the greatneſs and heinouſneſs of their ns; confeſſing 
themſelves not only with their lips, but with a true ſenſe of their hearts, to be the chief of 
ſinners ; and looking upon themſelves as the moft unworthy of all creatures. Without 
this repentance we do not enter through the right gate, and our faith is a falſe imagina- 
tion, For faith is the greateſt and moſt difficult thing, even to a child of Gop; it re- 
ceives Cyr18T into the heart, and overcomes the devil, world, and all fins; which is not 
eaſily done, Therefore, if the generality of pcople had true faith, nothing was eaſier than 
that: for, what can be eaſier than to conceive thoughts and imaginations of any thing? 
then there would be no need to pray for faith, to firive, and examine ourſelves ; conſe- 
quently theſe words were ſuperfluous in the Bill:. For fuch a faith has every one, even 
the moſt wicked But they deceive themſelves, for faith is ſaid to be the victory over the 
world. And if the firſt Chriſtians had need to examine themfelves, how much more have 
we? Therefore, the beſt and ſafeſt way is, to pray earneſtly for that faith which hat 
boldneſe, and triumphs even in death, 


O Lon, thy grace and power diſplay Save me in thine appointed way, 
Let guilt and death no longer reign : Nor let my humble faith be vain, 
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17 DEc. „ 

FO R thy name's ſake l:ade me and guide me. Pull me out of the net, &c. 
PSALM xxxi. g—5. Ihen the art fg forward, Moſes ſaid, Rife up, 

Lok b, and let thine enenues be ſcattered ; and let them that. hate thes flee before 

thee, Nuuz. x 33. 


Every one having his own particular gift, has alſo his own parti- 
cular enemies, who lay various nets and hinderances in his way. But 
as every body muſt clear the way ſor a king when he travels: much 
more ſo our enemies, when the King of kings guides us and goes before 
us. Grant only, O Lon, that all my goings — reſtings may be done at 
thy will, Nun. iv. 7-23 Be glorioully pleaſed to go always before 
me, and to make room, that mine enemies may be ſcattered and fall 
into their own nets. For thou, who dwelleſt in heaven, laugheſt at all, 
even mine inward ſpiritual enemies; and art willing and able to con- 
found the greateſt craſt and power even of the moſt inveterate and dan- 
gerous. And “ lince thou enlighteneſt my darkneſs, and art a buckler 
to all thoſe that truſt in thee ; and not only teacheſt my hands to war, 
but even fighteſt ſor me as the Gop of my covenant,” (PSA LM xviii. 
28—36.) I ſhall ſurely come off more than conqueror, 


Great Gop, preſerve my conſcience clean My faith would ſeize ſome promiſe, Lon p; 
Waſh me from guilt, ſubdue my fin ; Tnere's pow'r and fafety in thy word: 
Thy love ſhall guard me from ſurpriſe, Not a'l that earth and heil can ſay, 


Tho' thieat'ning dangers round me riſe, Shall tempt or drive my ſoul away. 


13 DEc. 1 


FORE A N D Mofes ſaid unto them, This ts the bread, which the LORD hath 
given you to eat, Ex OD. xvi. 16. | 

Tunis manna was entirely different from the common manna, which 
1s ſhook from the leaves of trees, and uſed only in medicine; this 
dropped down from the clouds, and was truly a miraculous production, 
as is evident from the following circumſtances ; that it fell but fx days 
in the week ; that it fell in ſuch a prodigious quantity, as ſuſtained 
almoſt three millions of ſouls; — that a double portion of it fell the 
day be fore the Sabbath, and none on that day, &c. 

This manna is called“ ſpiritual meat,” 1 Cox. x. g. becauſe it was 
typical of ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things. Cnxr1sT himſelf is 
the true manna, the bread of life, of which that was a figure, ſons 
vi. 49—51. The word of Gop is the manna, by which our ſouls are 
nouriſhed, MATT. iv. 4. The comforts of the Spirit are “ hidden 
manna,” Rev. ii. 17. Theſe come down from heaven, as the manna 
did, are the ſupport and comfort of the divine life in the foul, while 
we are in the wildernels of this world. The manna they gathered in 
the wilderneſs was not to be hoarded up, but caten ; fo they that have 
received Cu IiSr, muſt by faith live upon him, and not receive his grace 
in vain; they that did eat mania in the iderneſs hungercd again; 
whereas they that feed on CnrisT by laith ſhall never hunger, 
„Lon, evermore give us this bread !” 
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De. ( 353 ) 
HA wilt thou, queen Eſther ? and what is thy requeſt ? I 
. f * * * o [4 FP 5 f t 

even given thee to the half of the kingdom, n * e 


Dos r thou want nothing, O poor ſoul! Haſt thou nothing to aſk? O yes! you ſay 
a great deal, Well then, draw near to thy gracious King and Bridegroom without fer. 
Lo! he hclds out his golden ſcepter to thee, ſaying, Aſc, only 1 not only the half, 
but my whole king dom ſhall be granted; nay, I will give myſelf unto thee, 0 gear foul, 
pray, and tell him every thing that is wanting, be it ever ſo great or ever ſo ſnall. His 
loving kindneſs will hear even the leaſt petition ; nay, he will pretend to be ignorant of 
what thou doſt not tell him, But whatever is poured out before him, is »Qtuelly ad- 
ercd-d and lodged in its proper place, and dees not lie upon thy heort any longer, but upon 
his heart, which cannct reſt till you are relieved, And ſince you have a 
aſuſtance ſo often, in greater and leſſer things; you may depend upon his being as will ng 
aud able now to help thee out of all troubles. We often imagined we were willing, and 


rather draws us, and defires our relief more than we do; for ic is ke that wo ks even this 
willing mind, 


Are thoſe the happy perſons here, Go then, my foul, addreſs the Son, 
Who dwell the neareſt to their Cop ? To lead thee near the Father's face; 
H:s God invited ſinners near? Gaze on his glories yet unknown, 
And Ixs vs beught this grace with blood: And raft: the blefling: of hir g. ace. 
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20 DEc. 6 
WY 14 T wilt thou that I ſhall do unto thee? LUKE xviii. 18. 


O Loa p, doſt thou aſk me alſo this queſtion? O yes! Well then, 1 
anſwer; That I may ſee how gracious thou art; that knowing thy love 
in thy light, I may love thee again. This is the ſum and ſubſtance of 
all my prayer; becauſe thou requireſt it ſo ſeriouſly of me, 1 Cos. xvi. 
22. But thou doſt not require it as of myſelf, well knowing that I can 
do nothing : but ſignifieſt only what I am to aſk of thee, and what thou 
art willing to giveand to work, For, thou doſt not require any thing, 
but what thou workelt thyſelf; and workeſt every thing, what thou re- 
quireſt, Therefore, faith and love being required by thee ; I require 
the ſame from thee again, Grant, O grant them to me, that I may re- 
turn them to thee again. And ſince nothing is pleaſing to thee, but 
what is thy own gift; I truſt that thou wilt certainly hear and fulfil this 
my requeſt, However, as my ſalvation is not grounded on my own, but 
on thine and thy Father's love and counſel, to fave me by free grace 
through thy merits; I go on, covered all over with grace and pardot 
This is treaſure enough, by which my heart can be well ſatisfied, 


He that can ſhake the worlds he made, Our ſorrows and our tears we pour 
Or with his word, or with his rod; Into the boſom of our Gp; 

His gocdneſs how amazing great He hears us in the mou:ntul hour, 
And what a condeſcending Gov ! And helps us beat the heavy las. 


21 DEC. 3 


N returning and reſt fall ye be ſaved, in quietneſs and confidence ſhall be 

your ſtrengtii, ISA1. xxx. 15, In your pattence poſſeſs ye your jouls, Lu KE 
xxi. q. 

e muſt ſuffer patiently. This is their armour, God fight- 
ing for and aſſiſting them. But when we are unwilling to ſuffer, going 
about to make complaints every where, and to ſeck human comfort, or 
to rid ourſelves, we neglect and loſe the comfort and aid of the LoD 
we are ſtirring up the waſp-neſt of our unruly thoughts, and bring more 
trouble upon ourſelves and others; nay, we are fighting againſt Gov, 
who thereby intends to cure our impaticnce, pride and anger. For the 
more we are peeviſh and wild, the more deſperate is our diſeaſe; and 


conſequently we have ſo much more need of ſuch ſharp but whollome 


trials of afflictions, to mortify theſe wild paſſions of the fleſh, There- 
fore we muſt not preſume to murmur or complain, which will only 
make bad worſe: For he that will avoid one trouble, perhaps runs into 
ten others, Sometimes it is poſſible and eaſy to rid ourſelves, but the 


help is not ſo glorious and bleſſed, as if we had waited for the help of 
the Logo. 


Sure I muſt bear, if I would reign ; : Muſt I be carry'd to the ſkier, 
Incre..fe tay courage LOAD On flow'ry beds of caſe ; 

IU bear the toil, endure the pain, While others ſuffer'd for the prize, 
Supportcd by thy word, And ſail'd through bloody fea: ? 


AAZ 


22 DEc. 6 


HOS O boveili inſt rudion, loves knowledge ; but he that hates reproof, is 
brutijit, PROV. X11. 1. 


Tukßrrozt we ſhould take and make the beſt of the reprooſs of 
others, though they were not without blemiſhes; and not be like thorns 
and briars, pricking and hurting thoſe that touch them. Nothing can 
he ſaid fo bad of us, which we have not the root of in our heart. And 
though we are convinced of and {trive againſt our own weakucls, yet 
it may not be {o carneſtly that we conquer. Therefore Gop comes to 
our ailiitance in a ſharp reproof of others; for he knows how to uſe 
even the faults of others to our good, And if we receive every thing 
as from him alone, {triving io much againſt this our frailty, that we may 
not be offenſive to our neighbour any more, we certainly gain a great 
victory and bleſting, But if we grow impatient, and make many ex- 
cuſes, being unwilling to put up any thing, we make evil worle, and 
neplett the amendment of ourſelves and others, O Lorp, make us 
better, and give us patience, 


How ſhouid the ſors of Adam's race To vindicate my words and thoughts 
Be pure tcfore their Gop ? I'll make no mcre preterce z 

Jt he contend in righteouſneſs, Not one of all my thouſand faults 
We lall beneath his od, Can beer a juſt defence. 


1 


« * 


23 DEC. (--337-=3 
BE ye holy, for I am holy, 1 PETER i. 16. 


HoLr1Ntss is a plant of the Lox D's own planting; its root is nouriſhed by the watert 


ef life, and the dew of grace lays centinuilly on its branches; it is not to be found on 
nature's ground in its higheft improvements; Moralicy ſaith it is not in me; it grows or ly 
in the garden of grace; there muſt be a union with ChRis r by faith, a new nature, 
and a new heart, for holineſs to ſtrike root in, before the fruits thereof can be produced 
In Ie and converiaticn, “ Holineſs, ſaid a great writer, appeared to me to be cf a 


( 


- 
- 


\wert, pleaſant, charming, ſerene, calm nature; bringing an inexpreſſible purity, 
brizhtneſs, peaceabler:c's, and raviſhment to the ſoul: it mokes the ſoul like a field or 
garden of Gop, with all manner of pleaſant flowers, all pleaſant, deliplxful, and undiſ- 
tuibed ; enjoying a ſweet calm, and the gently vivifying beams of the ſyn. The ſoul 
of a true chrit-an appeared like ſuch a little white flower, as we ſee in the ſpring of the 
year, I»w «nd humble on the ground 3 opening its boſom to receive the pleaſant beams 
of the ſun's glory ; rejoicing," as it were, in a calm rapture, diffuſing around a ſweet 
fragra cy; ſanding peaccatly and lovingly in the midſt of other flowers round about, 
and in like manner opening their boſoms to drink in the light of the ſun, Holineſs is 
an excellent thing, it puts a glory upon all other graces ; it carries a graceful majeſty 


along with it; beholders are aſtoniſhed at it, oppoſets cannot but admire it.“ Reader, 


are you ſuch a flower, ſuch a plant of renown? then look furwaid Mich rapture to the 
peradiſe above, whece helineſs will bloom for ever, 


a a 3 


24 Dec. ( 358) 


O R wherein ſhall it be known here, that I and thy people have found grace in 


thy fight ? Is it not in that thou goeſt with us ? So ſhall we be ſeparated, I and 
thy people, from all the people that areuſon the face of the earth, Ex 0D. xxX111. 16. 


REApeR, do you adopt the language of Moſes, and requeſt with him, 
that in all your removals Gop's preſence may go with you? That you 
be not permittcd to ſtir without this diſtinguiſhing teſtimony, that you 
are in the path of duty? Are you waiting upon the Lokp, earneſt to 
ſerve him in ſincerity and truth; © not being conformed to this world, 
& but transformed by the renewing of your mind,” and deſirous to be 
numbered with his ſeparate people? Then you may expect the divine 
bleſſing, and your way to be proſperous. It was a diſtinguiſhing privt- 
lege of the Iſraelites, that they were to dwell alone, and not to be rec- 
koned among the nations; and it is the privilege and duty of the ſpiri- 
tual Iſrael, to be ſeparate and diltin& from the world; they are a ſeparate 
people in the love of Gon; in their election in CHRISTͤH in the cove- 
nant of grace made with them in him; in effectual vocation ; in their 
being ſeated with him at his right hand in the day of judgment ; and 
In their being with him to all eternity. Nor are they reckoned among 
the nations, but as they are called out of them, and generally treated ax 
the refuſe and off-ſcouring of all things, they do not reckon themſelves 
to be of the world, but as pilgrims and ſtrangers in it. Loo, let my lot 
be among thy ſeparate people, the righteous, both here and for evermore. 


1 ca 0 


AND thou ſhall call his name Jesus, for he all ſave his people from their 


ins, MATT. i. 21, 


Six is the deadlieſt foe we have; it caft our fi:ft parents out of paradiſe ; it defaced 
the image of Gop in man; it brought pain, ſickneſs and death into the world, a {; irit. al 
death into the foul ; it cauſes a diflance from Goo, and a diſlike to his h:ly ways; t 
gave Satan an intereſt in, and a power over mankind ; it or ce drowned the world, and 
will deſtroy it at laſt 3 it expoſes body and ſoul to the juſt judgmeat of a holy Gen, ar d 
will ſink every unpardoned offender into everlaing perdition, How is this deadly foe to be 
conquered? How is this fretting leproſy of the foul to be cleanied? Reader, be car-ful 
in this matter, and ſeelc after a remedy that will be laſting and efficzc'ous, Duties, prayers, 
tears, ſacrifices, morali:y, and partial reformations, avail nothing in this caſe ; all below 
Cunts IEsus, will prove phyſicians of no v-l1e, Jrsvs is the only Savicur; Gop 
the Father ſent him into the world to fave ſinners; his name implies the fame ; he is 
« called Jesvs, for he ſha!l ſave his people from their ſins;“ his blood is the only pro- 
'pitiation for ſin; this ſprinkled upon the heart by the Spirit, and apprehended by faith, 
removes the guilt and curſe of fin ; ſpeaks pardon and pence; his grace breaks the power, 
and turns cur love to it, into an utter hatred of it; thus is holineſs ſecured in the heart 
and wall:, as well as peace in the conſcience, He will ſave from the very Leing f fin, 
after the conflict between fleſh and ſpirit is over; his people are all that believe in him, 
and depend upon him for pardon, peace, and everlaſting falvation, In that happy number, 
Reader, may thou and I be found; may we be enabled to look to him, te receive him 
as our Lon D jesvs, able and willing to fave to the very uttermoſt. And may we wel 
as the redzemed of the Loxv, in righteouſneſs and true holineſs all the days of our life, 
AuEN. 
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26 DEC. 17 
POUR OUT your heart before Gop, PsALM Ixii. 8, 


Wnar a different view does this animated text give of Praying, oppoſed to the uſual 
expreſſion of $AYING our Prayers? Saying what our books, or our parents teach us; 
ſayiug what we have been long uſed to ſay, perhaps of our own compoſing, in a formal and 
cuſtomary manner, To youR our our heart, is ſimilar to emptying a veſſel of all its 
contents, ſo that nothing remains; and, O! what a pleaſing, awful, important thing 
mutt this be; „ hatever is in my heart, my guilt or fears, my fins or ſoirows z my cares 
and croſſes, my wants, my dangers, my weakneſſes, temptations, darkneſs and ignorance, 
my doubts and anxieties, reſpecting both body and ſoul, myſelf and others, the church and 
the world; every thought that ariſes relating either to paſt, preſent, or future, I have leave 
to empty myſelf of, to pour out by drops, or in a more copious ſtream, t. Il not one bur- 
den remzins ; and this not by myſelf, or before men, for what help can I get from either? 
but befcre Cop, who is a prayer-hearing Gov, both able and willing to relieve, and who 
will not turn away from his ſelf-emptying creatures, but will fill them with his conſola- 
tions, which are neither few nor ſmall, He can ſend a Hannah away no longer ſad, can 
ſay, Son, or daughter, be of good cher, thy fins are forgiven thee, and ſend an in- 
ſtructer to an enquiring Cornelius to inform him what he muſt do. No wonder then that 
real prayer is ſo much unknown, or is ſuch a cordial, when it is made before him, who is 
a refuge for us, Away then for ever with the prayer of the formal.t, may I learn fer- 
vency of devot'on from my heavenly Maſter, who in his agony prayed till drops of blood 
fell down; and in all my ſorrows, and diſtreſſes, ſpiritual and temporal, in life and in death, 
Ike him may I be heard of my heavenly Father in the things that I tear, To a ſuffering 
Jesvs, I look for pardon and cleanſing; O let me be accepted in the Beloved, and purged 


daily from my defilements, and ſo become a veſſel to honour, ſanctified for the maſter's 
ule for ever, Amen, 
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27 DEC. „ 
V the grace of Gop Jam what I am. - Born again, not of corruptible ſeed, 
but of incorruplible, by the word of Gov.—As new-born babes deſirethe fencere, 


milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby, 1 COR. xv. 10, 1 PET. i. 23, and 
Chap. ii. 2, 


Wu ar made the wonderful difference between Saul the Phariſze and Paul the Chriſtian ? 
Grace. What made him trample upon his former legal righteouſneſs, and deſirous to 
be found in the righteouſneſs of Chir? GRACE, illuminating grace, Wherein confiſtz 
the difference between the mere morel'ſt and the real chriſtian ? there may be a moral de- 
portment where there is no grace, no principle of ſaving divine faith; there may be the 
fear of the Logy, taught by the precept of men, and not by the Spirit of Cov, One 
may attend the externals of religion; may have a regard to outward decency ; may have 
a name to live vhile dead; be high in profeſſion, and at the fame time a ſtranget to the 
power of godlineſs ; many things outwarely decent and praiſe-wortay may be done without 
a principle of grace in the heart, witneſs Paul before his converſion. 

Have I this principle, called Gn Acx, in my ſoul ? Have I been born of the incorrup- 
tible ſeed ? Have I got the taſte of a child of Gop ? Have I taſted that the Log b is gra- 
cious? Then will I defire the ſincere milk of the werd: the babe Loves the pure mil 
from the breaſt, I will love the milk of the pure word, and from theſe breaſtz of conſo- 
lation will ſeek comfort and neuriſhment for my foul. Redeeming love ſhall be my de- 
lightful theme; will ſweeten every thing in the ſervice of Jes us, will conſtcain to extenſive 
uſefulneſs in my ſphere of life; the grace of Cob in Cur1sT Jrsus will enlarge my 
views, keep me humble in heart, and give the praiſe where alone it is due, Through the 
ſincere milk of the word may 1 grow daily, and bz nouriſhed up to eternal life, Amen, 


28 Dzc. | 6362) 
7 muſt all appear before the judgment-ſeat of CHRIST, 2 Cor, v. 10. 


AND are there ſcoffere, who madly walk after their own luſts, and queſtion the coming 
of the Loxy? The hour haſtens, when infidelity ſhall doubt no more; The Lozd 
& himſelf ſhall deſcend ſiom heaven with a ſhout, with the voice of the arch-angel, and with 
ci the trump of Gop.” How will finrers fade away, and be afraid in their cloſe places, 
when, viſible to all, the Judge ſhall appear on his great white throne, and from his face the 
ezrth and the heaven flee away? Before him ſhall ſtand the whole race of man, ſmall and 
great, and by the teſtimony of Gon, and their own conſciences, it ſhall be fully proved, 
and openly declared what they have been, and what they have done. — Then ſentence, 
moſt righteous; irrevocable, and big with eternity, ſhall be pronounced, —On the wicked 
everlaſting puniſhment ; on the righteons life everlaſting! Meditate terror, you obſtinate 
tranſgreſſors, behold he cometh with clouds, and every eye ſhall ſee him; they alſo, which 
pierced him, and all the wicked kindreds of the earth ſhall wail becauſe of him.“ Now, 
* now is the accepted time, now is the day of ſalvation 3” now embrace him, as your 
offered, your all- ſufficient Saviour; ſo ſhall you be for ever delivered from him as your angry 
Judge. If this you reglect, how ſhall you abide the day of his coming in flaming fire, 10 
take vengeance on all them that ko. not Gov, and who obey not the go'pe! ? Lift up thy 
head, my ſou], none elſe is judge, but CAR Is T; will he, who bore my fins, plead againſt 
me in judgment? No, but he will put ſtrength in me; I know in whom I have believer, 


and that he is able to keep that ſalvation of my ſoul, which I have committed to him 
2gainſt that day, 


him 


. 
29 DEc. 1 


V E being many are one body in Canisr, and every one members one of 
another, Rox. X11. 5, | 


O Tue bleſſed communion of ſaints! one member has the benefit of 
all the other members giſts, prayers and miniftrations. One pravs for 
all, and all pray for one. What one has, the other enjoys alſo. It may 
be truly ſaid of them, ALI. is YOURs, There is no envy, no haught1- 
neſs, no ſtrife, or harm; for why ſhould I envy that which is my own ? 
why ſhould I deſpiſe that which ſerves for my neceſſary aſſiſtance? and 
why ſhould I ſtrive againſt, and hurt kim, whoſe hurt is my own ? Is 
there any ſtrife or colliſion between the members of our natural body? 
By no means; they all ſerve, help and aſſiſt one another; and if one be 
injured and ſuffers, all the reſt, as it were, run to its relief, and are 
neither tired or angry, if the healing does not follow immediately. O 
Logv, unite us all into ſuch a communion and general ſympathy, and 
ſtop all open and ſubtil diviſions amongſt our members, who pretend 
to Suge won extraordinary, and to be wile above the reſt. Reſtrain that 
mean ſectarian and ſell-conceited ſpirit of the world, granting true 


humility to all; then we ſhall live in a ſolid union and uninterrupted 
harmony, 


O glorious portion of the ſaints ! And tune our hearts and tongues to ſing, 
Let love ſuppreſs our fore complaints, * All glory to our ſov're'gn King,” 


30 Dec, ( 364 ) 
Fe RAS MUCH as ye are maniſeſ ly declared to be the epiſtle of Curisr, 


mini ſtered by us, written, not with ink, but with the Shirit of the living Gob, 
not in tables of ſtone, but in the ſleſſily tables of the hrart, 2 Cok. iii. g. 

Tux image is beautiful and inſtructing,.—“ The epiſtle of CyrIisT written (not in 
c tables of ſtone)'* not on a ſony cb.lur te Heatt, but on a heart of fl: ſh 3 a heart ſoftened 


by grace, aud made ſuſceptihle of good impreſſions ;— The heart, the {cat of vital religion. 
So runs the gracious promiſe, Ter, x*xi, 33. 

The word read and ; reaches is ineX:Quzl, without the operation of the Spirit of Goo, 
By the Spirit chriſtians are caſt into the guſpel mold; thereby get evangelical, ſyl:itusl, 
heavenly diſpoſi. ions; their reſemblance to Cnr1sT is gradually iiczeated 5 they have the 
vitneſs in themſclves ; have the comfortzbl: experience that they ate CHRIS T's, when 
they can read his image on their hearts, —They are manifeſtly declared to others, hit they 
are the epiſtle of CnAHIS T, by their good converſation and conduct in the world, contelling 
him before men, and ſpeaking forth his praiſe, '* Hilineſs to the Lony®? is inſcribed 
on this ep'ſtle. Trey alſo refemble one another in mutual love, and in love to all that bear 
their miſtei's image. They are the epifile of Cyn15T, as ſealed by his Spir:t to the day 
of redemption ; are enabled to ſhew forth the truth, real.ty aud power of religion in times 
of affliction, and often at a dying hour, 

Am I the epiffl1: of CnRIS T? Do I read the epiftles of C:1n1isT in my Bible? Dol 
ſee the finger of Gop in this divine book? Do I read the mind of Cop there? O bleſl- 
ed diſcovery | What condeſcending grace! The great Gop bv his Spirit to dictate epiſil-s 
fo loving and kind! The great Gop, whom 1 have offended, to tena me a pardon, not 
only in his word, but by his Son alſo! Do I read the word of icconciltation in his goſpel ? 
Do theſe glad tivings of great joy revive my drooping ſpirits? 1 world read this epiſile 
from heaven over and over again. O how much do I find in it, wh I: the Lorb the Spirit 
"pers the underſtanding to underſtard the icriptares ! 


31 De. 1 
LLELUTA, Rev. xix. 1. 

, Tuo Cialt begin the year, O my ſoul, with an Hos Ax x A, imploring the Lox n's 
bleſſing, canſt thou now conclude it with an ALLErtuta? Surely thou canſt celebrate 
the praiſe of a gracious and loving Goy ? Tale a review of the year paſt; haſt thou not 
h:d many mercies? Have nut the eyes of the Loren been upon thee for good fiom the 
beginning cf the year to the ending thereof? Hath he not conducted thee through many 
ſeen and many mhre unſeen dangeis? Canſt thou not with truth as well as gratitude ſet vp 
thine Ebenezer, ſayinp, Hi:terto the Loxp h:th helped me, 1 Sam. vii, 12. If 
tov haſt not been ſo fruitful in good works as might have been exp*Eed, is thy Lond to 
Hime, or thyſlt? Whatever good has been dane in thee cr by thee. ſurcly belongs to the 
favour of Gor ; and whatever has cauſed ſhame or humiliation, is no where chageable 
but upon thyſelf, © Praiſe the Loa p then, O my foul; and all that is within me, praiſe 
& his holy name; praiſe the LRD, O my ſoul, and ſorget not all his benefits; Who for. 
& giveth all thy fins, and healeth all thine infirm:ties 3 who ſaveth thy life from deſttuc- 
& tion, and year after year crowneth the? with mercy and loving kindneſs 3** and will at 
laſt crown thee with eve. laſling glory, Thou wilt ſoon, O my ſoul, enter upon another 


yezr ; let dear-bought experience teach thee to avoid all occaſions of evil, and keep thee 


cloſe to thy Gop, If thou liveſt to ſce another day, ſet out afreſh, and remember to offer 
thy daily ſacrifice of obedience as well as of praiſe to thy gracious Gon, Let every re- 
volving day and year remind thee of a difſclution of thy clay- tenement, and that happy 
period when thou ſhalt fing uninterrupted Alleluias before the throne of Gop and tag 
Lams for ever and ever, 
This Gon is the Gop we adore, 'Tis jesus, the Firſt and the Laſt; 
Our faithful, unchangeable friend ; V/hoſz Spirit ſhall guide us ſafe hume, 
Whoſe love is as great as his power, We'll praiſe him for all that is paſt, 
And neither knows meaſure ner end, And uuſt him for all that's to come, 


1 
Additional Page for the Leap-Year, FEB. 29. 


— DE HOLD thefe three years I come ſethang fruit on this fig-tree, and 

find none; cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground? Lok b, let it 

alone thus year alſo, ti 1 ſhall dig about it, and dung it, and if it bear fruit, 
well ; and af not, then after that thou ſhalt cut it down, LUKE xiii. 7—9. 

Tnov freiileſs ſig- tree, thou barren profeſſcr, doſt thou hear this, and not tremt le? God 

is come ſeeking fruit; will thy bare profeſſion, thy knowledge of the principles of religion, 

ſatisfy the great Gor? Will the notions of truth in thy head, thy talking and diſput. ng, 

thy hearing the word preached, thy commending, or cenfuring ſermons and preachers, juſt 

2s thou art in the mood, will this ſerve thy turn? and wilt thou thus endeavour to ward 

off the heait-ſearching Goo? Know thou, Gop is come to ſcek for trait, good froit, 


and precious from thee z not the fruit of good words only, but the fruit of good works; | 


not the fruit of talking well, but of walking well, the fruits of holineſs in life and con- 
verfation ; fruit ſhort of this Gon wilt not regard. If thy conſcience is awakened, look to 
thy merciful high pri-ft, conſider wel his interceſſion for ſuch a barren ſoul as thou art, 
„ Log, let it alone,“ &c, Father let this man live one year longer; O turn away from 
this thine anger; I will yet ſee what may be done; I will take other methods; I will 
try what corrcEtions may do, perhaps the rod may work more upon him than my word 
has hitherto done, and may tend to make his barren heart fruitful 3 I will alſo ſtir vp my 
ſervants to awaken him by a mae ſharp and fearching manner; and if theſe new efforts 
be bleſicd to him, all ſhal] yet be well, thy grace magnified, and his ſoul ſaved ; if not, 
then thou ſhelt cut him down, 

If under means of grace Tho' Gop may long ſorbear; 

No fruits glace appear, At length he'll firike the thteat' ned How, 

It is a dreadful caſe ; And lay the barren fig-tree low. 


Wo 


A PRAYER for Cbriſtian Graces. 


OLY, holy Lok p Gop Almighty, who art, and 
FH waſt, and art to come; who is a Gov like unto thee, 

glorious in holinels, fearful in praiſes, doing won- 
ders? Thou art the bleſſed and only Potentate, the King 
of kings and Lord of lords, who only haſt immortality 
dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto, 
whom no man hath ſeen, or can ſee. Thou art a Gop at 
hand, and a Gop afar off; none can hide himſelf in ſecret 
places where thou canſt not ſee him, for thou filleſt heaven 
and earth; thine eyes are in every place beholding the 
evil and the good: thou ſearcheſt the heart, and Irieſt 
the reins, even the thoughts and intents of the heart are 
naked and open before thee. 


I know, O Los, that thou canſt do every thing; power 
belongs to thee, and with thee nothing is impoſſible; what 


thou 
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thou haſt promiſed thou art able alſo to perform. Thou 
art good and doſt good; good to all, and thy tender mercy 
is over all thy works; O that thou wouldſt cauſe thy good- 
neſs to paſs before me: that I may taſte and ſee that the 
Lob is good, and have his loving-kindneſs always before 
mine eyes. 

O my Gop, I am aſhamed. and bluſh to lift up my FER 
before thee, my Gop; for my iniquities are increaſed over 
my head, and my creſpaſs i is grown up unto the heavens: 
behold, I am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay 
my hand upon my mouth, and put my mouth in the duſt, 
if ſo be there may be hope, crying out, Unclean, unclean, 
« If I juſtify myſelf, my own mouth ſhall condemn me; If 
« Ifay, I am perfect; that alſo ſhall prove me perverſe; for if 
* thou contend with me, I am not able to anſwer thee one 
ein a thouſand ; behold I was ſhapen in wickedneſs, and 
$6 in ſin did my mother conceive me; for who can bring 
| hs * 02 


( 309 ) 
« a clean thing out of an unclean?” My underſtanding 
being alienated from the life of Gop, through the 1gno- 
rance that is in me, becauſe of the blindneſs of my heart. 
. I have within me a carnal mind, which is enmity againſt 


Go; my neck has been as an iron ſinew, and I have made 


my heart as an adamant; I have refuſed to hearken, have 
pulled away the ſhoulder, and have ſtopped my ears, like 
the deaf adder: O how I have hated inſtruction, and my 
heart deſpiſed reproof? I have forgotten Gop, and lived 
as without Gop in the world. My heart hath walked after 
vanity and become vain. I have ſet my affections on 
things beneath, have followed after lying vanities, and 
forſaken my own mercies, I have forſaken the living 
waters, for ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water: there is in me a bent to backſlide from the living 
Gop; my heart is deceitful above all things, and del- 

B b perately 


( 368 ) 


thou haſt promiſed thou art able alſo to perform. Thou 
art good and doſt good ; good to all, and thy tender mercy 
is over all thy works; G that thou wouldſt cauſe thy good- 
neſs to paſs before me: that I may taſte and ſee that the 
Lonp is good, and have his loving-kindneſs always before 
mine eyes. 

O my Gon, I am aſhamed and bluſh to lift up my face 
before thee, my Gop; for my iniquities are increaſed over 
my head, and my rreſpaſs i is grown up unto the heavens : 
behold, 1 am vile, what ſhall I anſwer thee? I will lay 
my hand upon my mouth, and put my mouth 1n the dult, 
if {o be there may be hope, crying out, Unclean, unclean, 
« If T juſtify myſelf, my own mouth ſhall condemn me; If 
« ſay, I am perfect; that alſo ſhall prove me perverſe; for if 
* thou contend with me, I am not able to anſwer thee one 
ein a thouſand; behold I was ſhapen in wickedneſs, and 
$6 in ſin did my mother conceive me; for who can 12 

6 ? i 


(oF 
« a clean thing out of an unclean ?? My underſtanding 
being alienated from the life of Gop, through the igno- 
rance that is in me, becauſe of the blindneſs of my heart. 

. I have within me a carnal mind, which is enmity againſt 
Gop ; my neck has been as an iron ſinew, and I have made 
my heart as an adamant; I have refuſed to hearken, have 
pulled away the ſhoulder, and have ſtopped my ears, like 
the deaf adder: O how I have hated inſtruction, and my 
heart deſpiſed reproof? I have forgotten God, and lived 
as without Gop in the world. My heart hath walked after 
vanity and become vain. I have ſet my affections on 
things beneath, have followed after lying vanities, and 
forſaken my own mercies. I have forſaken the living 
waters, for ciſterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no 
water: there is in me a bent to backſlide from the living 
Gop; my heart is deceitful above all things, and del- 
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perately wicked, it ſtarts aſide like a broken bow. 
c The whole head | is ſick, the whole heart faint ; from 
« the ſole of the feet, even to the head, there is no ſound- 
« neſs in me, but wounds, and bruiſes, and putritying 
e fores.” 

Lok p, I come to thee as the poor publican, and I 
pray his prayer, 4+ Gop be merciful unto me a ſinner ;* 
the Gop of infinite mercy be merciful to me. O waſh 
me thoroughly trom my wickedneſs, and cleanſe me from 
my ſin; tor 1 acknowledge my tranſgreſſions, and my fin 
is ever before me, O purge me with hyſſop, and I ſhall 
be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow ; 
hide thy face from my fins, and blot out all mine ini- 
guns. Let me be juſtified freely by thy grace, through 
the redemption of Jesus: Take away all mine iniquity, 
and receive me graciouſly ; heal my hack Lidings, and love 

3 | me 


(371 ) 
me freely; and let thy anger be turned away from me, 
for in thee the fatherleſs findeth mercy. I will ſay unto 
Gop, do not condemn me, but deliver me from going 
down into the pit, for thou haſt found a ranſom. I have 
ſinned, Father, againſt heaven and before thee, and am 
no more worthy to be called thy ion; but I have an Ad- 
vocate with Thee, Jrsus CnrisT the righteous, and he 
is the propitiation for my itn, LoRp remember the true 
David, and all his troubles ; remember all his offerings, 
and accept his burnt-facrifice; and turn not away the 
face of thine Anointed, who by his own blood 1s entered 
into heaven itſelf, now to appear in the preſence of Gop 
for men. Remember the covenant in his blood, and be 
merciful to mine unrighteouineſs, and my fins and my 
iniquities remember no more. 

B b2 
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Let me be juſtified by faith, and have peace with Gop 
through Jesvs CHRIST, and through him let me have ac- 
ceſs to that grace wherein believers ſtand, and rejoice in 
hope of the glory of Gov. O make me hear of joy and 
gladneſs, that the bones which fin has broken may re— 
joice. Let the blood of CHRIS ſpeak better things than 
that of Abel; let it ſpeak pardon and peace to my ſoul; 
let it purge my conſcience from dead works to ſerve the 
living Gop. Let thy Spirit witneſs with my ſpirit that I 
am a child of Gop, and a joint heir with Cari1sT ; fay to 
my ſoul, that thou art my ſalvation. 

Lonp, give me a wiſe and underſtanding heart; that 
which I know not, teach thou me ; let the Spirit of truth 
guide me into all truth, and make me to underſtand where- 
in I have erred. Make thy way plain before my face, be- 
cauſe of mine obſervers; and by the teaching * thy 

ora 
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Word and Spirit make me wiſe unto ſalvation. Unto 


me, Loo, let it be given to believe, for the faith by 


which I am ſaved is not of myſelf, it is the gift of Gop : 

LoRD increaſe my faith, and perfect what is lacking in 
It, that I may be ſtrong in faith, giving glory to Gob. 
Let every word of thine profic me, being mixed with 
faith; and enable me to look above the things that are 
ſeen, which are temporal, to the things that are unſeen, 
which are eternal; let my heart be purified by faith, and 
enable me by faith to overcome the world, to reſiſt the 
adverſary, and to live continually upon Jesvs, drawing 
out of his tulnels grace for grace. 

Unite my heart to fear thy name, that I may keep 
thy commandments : O put thy fear into my heart, that 
I may never depart from thee; let me be 1n the fear of 
the Lokd all the day long. Deliver me from all flaviſh 
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fear that hath torment, and give me a filial fear, that J 
may never wilfully oftend againſt thee more. 

Give me grace, I beleech thee, to love thee, the LoRD 
my Gop, with all my heart, and ſoul, and mind; and 
ſtrength, to delight myſelf always in thee, and therein 
ſhall 1 have the deſire of my heart. O circumciſe my 
heart to love thee, that I may live; O may the love of 
Gop be ſhed abroad in my heart by the holy Ghoſt. 
O that Jzsvs may be very precious to me, as he is to all 
that believe; that he may be in my account the chiefeſt 
of ten thouſand, and altogether lovely ; and though I 
have not ſeen him, yet may I love him, and by believing 
in him may rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of 
glory. Let the love of CHRIST to me conſtrain me to 
live, not to myſelf, but to him that died for me, and 
role again. 

LoRp, 


1 


Lokb, put upon me that charity which is the bond of 
3 that I may keep the unity of the Spirit in the 


ond of peace, and may live in love and peace; that the 
Gop of love and peace may be with me. Give me to 
love my neighbour as myſelf, with that love which is 


the fulfilling of the law; to love him with a pure hearc 


tervently. Give me, O Lox, the love of the brethren 
and enable me to be kindly affectioned towards them in 
brotherly love, that I may know I am paſſed from death 
unto lite, and all may know that I am thy diſciple. 
Lorp, make me able to love mine enemies; to bleſs them 
that curle me; and to pray for them that deſpitefully ule 
me; forbearing them and forgiving them, as, I truit, 
thou for CHRIST's fake haſt forgtven me. 
Lorp, give me grace to deny myſelf, to take up my 
croſs daily, and to follow Cuaisr; to keep under the 
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body, and to bring it into ſubjection; let me learn of 
CHRIST to be meek and lowly in heart, that I may find 
reſt to my ſoul; hide pride from me, and clothe me 
with humility; and put upon me the ornament of a mcek 
and quiet ſpirit, which in thy ſight is of great price: let 
anger never reſt in my bolom, nor the ſun go down 
upon my wrath, but enable me to ſhew all meeknels 
towards all men: let me have bowels of mercies, kind- 
neſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs and long-fuffering ; 
that being merciful, as my Father which is in heaven 

is merciful, I may be perfect as he is perfect. 
If Lo p, teach me in every ſtate to be content; let my 
| converſation be without covetouſneſs; may I always be 
content with ſuch things as I have; ſtill ſaying, the 
will of the Loxp be done. Lorp, give me grace to 
weep as though I wept not, and to rejoice as though! 
rejoiced 


6 
rejoĩced not, and to buy as though I poſſeſſed not, and 
to uſe this world as not abuſing it; becauſe the time is 
ſhort, and the faſhion of this world paſſeth away. May 
the very Gop of peace ſanctify me wholly; and I pray 
Gop my whole ſpirit, and foul and body, may be preſerv- 
ed blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord Jesus CurisT. 
Let goodneſs and mercy follow me all the days of my 
life; when I walk through the valley of the ſhadow of 
death, be thou with me, that I may fear no evil; let 
thy rod and thy ſtaff comfort me. Redeem my ſoul from 
the power of the grave, and receive me; guide me by 


thy counſel, and atterwards receive me to glory, through 


Ixsus CHRIST my bleſſed Lord and Saviour; to whom, 
with Thee and the holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, 
thankſgiving and praiſe, for ever and ever. Amen. 

EY A PRAYER 
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— 
APRATTR for the Grace of PERSEVERANCE., 


F. TERNAL Goo, with whom is everlaſting. 
ſtrength, thou art able to keep us from falling, and 

to Web the good work begun in us, till the day of 
Jesvs CHRIST. But, Lord, thou knoweſt how weak and 
changeable I am, how wavering, and bent to back ſlid- 
ing; how apt to decline and fall off, after I have been 
ſet up, and put in a good hopetul way heaven-ward; and 
in what danger ſtill to undo myſelf, after all the great 
things thou haſt done for me. O Lory of love, have | 
pity on my infirmities, and ſtrengthen me in my weak- 
neſs. Preſerve me, thou bleſſed Guardian of thy people, 
who keepeſt the feet of thy ſaints; O preſerve me from 
the danger of apoſtacy, and falling away from any good 
- beginnings, 
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beginnings, to which thy grace has ever wrought me: 
And put thy fear in my heart, that 1 may not depart from 
thee. Make me 1o firmly thine, that nothing which 
befals me in the world, may ever part betwixt thee and 
my ſoul; and make me ſo reſolute for thy ſervice, that 
nothing which any can ſay or do, may interrupt me in, 
or take me off from that way of life which is above to 
the wiſe, to depart from hell bencatn. O let me not be 
of the number of thoſe that draw back to perdition 
but of their happy number, who do believe to the ſaving 
of the ſoul. 

O LoxD God, thou haſt begun to ſhew thy ſervant 
thy greatneſs, and thy mighty hand; go on, I pray thee, 
to work for the glory of thy name, and to perfect that 
which concerns me. Thou haſt been my help, leave me 
not, nor forſake me, O Gop of my ſalvation z but hold 

thou 
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thou me up, and I ſhall be ſafe; and I will have reſpect 

to thy ſtatutes continually, Eſtabliſh, O Logo, ſtrength- 
en, ſettle me; and leave me no will or power to reſiſt the 
gracious deſigns and methods of thy love and mercy, tor 
the healing and ſaving of my ſoul. And as I, by my 
trailty, do ſtill renew my fins, gracious Lorn, through 
thy mercy, renew me to repentance; and though I tall, 
ler me not utterly be caſt down, but uphold me by thy 
almighty hand; preſerve me to thy heavenly kingdom, 
and keep me by thy power, through faith to ſalvation. 
O make me ſo faithful unto death, that thou mayelt give 
me the crown off life; ſo to endure to the end, that 1- 
may be ſaved; that in the end of my life I may receive 


the glorious conſummation of all my hopes, that bleſſed 


end of my faith, the eternal ſalvation of my foul, 
through 


6. r ene 


WO 


through Jzsus CnrisT, my dear Lord and Savi- 
our. Amen. 


A PRAYER for a CHILD. 


LORY be to thee, O Logxp, in whom I live, 
and move, and have my being; who haſt preſerved 

me ever ſince I was born, 
I humbly worſhip thee, O Lorp, my heavenly Father, 
through Jesus CHRISTH my Redeemer; O give me thy 
grace, that I may faithfully ſerve thee all the days of my 


life: Waſh me from the guilt of my fins in the fountain 


of CarisT's precious blood ; fave me daily by thy grace 
from the practice of ſin; let thy good Spirit reſtrain, 
and cleanſe the corruption of my nature; heip me to 


remember thee, my Creator, in the days of my youth; 


prelerve 


„ 
preſerve me from thoſe errors and follies, to which the 
trailty of my age does molt expoſe me, and keep me 
innocent from every great offence; deliver me from 
lying and vanity, from | picking and ſtealing, from ſwear 
ing and ſabbath- breaking, and from the temptations of 
evil company. 

Incline my heart to ali that is good, that J may be 
modeſt and humble, true and juſt, meek and kind, 
temperate and diligent, reſpectful and obedient to all my 
ſuperiors; that I may fear and love thee above all, and 
my neighbour as myſelf, Let thy good providence de- 
fend me from all evil night and day; let the grace of thy 
holy Spirit continually prevent and aſſiſt me; bleſs me 
in my learning, and help me daily to increaſe in Know- 
ledge, and wiſdom. and in all virtues; inſtruct me, O 
Ins, more and more in the truths of thy holy mw, 

an 
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